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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to the 2007 issues of Lindy’s college football. This marks our 26th year of 
publishing a college football magazine. 

You will definitely want to check out our national picks beginning on page 8. Why? 
Because the Wall Street Journal did an in-depth study and story of all the pickers over the 
last five years. Lindy’s — as you might have guessed by now — was #1. 

The biggest story in college football this season is Nick Saban’s return to college coach- 
ing at Alabama. Beginning on page 18, Lindy’s chronicles the very tumultuous 25 years at 
Bama since the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant retired in 1982 (Lindy’ first year). 

Lindy’s continues to improve its Web site. Be sure to check out the additional player 
ratings at www.lindyssports.com. 

My oldest brother Mike passed away suddenly this past November. My father passed 
away in 2003. I would like to dedicate these issues to them. My father believed in me when 
only a dad could and my brother passed his passion for college football down to his little 
brother. 


Have a great season! As always your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Lindy Davis 
Publisher 


P.S. On page 59, you will see how you can participate in a readership survey. 
Your help would be greatly appreciated and you could win some Sugar Bowl tickets. 
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E-mail: lindy@lindyssports.com 
www.lindyssports.com 


Audit Bureau 
of Circulations 


© 2007 D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 


Publisher 
J. Lindy Davis, Jr. 


Senior Editor 
Anthony Gimino 


Associate Editors 
Don Borst, Shawn O'Neal 


Production Manager 
Grant Shingleton 


Photo Editor 
R.D. Moore 


Creative 
Tracey Fagan, Norbert Feliciano, 
Ginny O'Neill, Tim Williams 


Editorial/Production Assistants 
Ben Cook, Grace Gloss, John Krusinski, 
Matt Lowe, Deb Naramore, 

Kathy Rombough, Lyn Scarbrough 


Advertising/Marketing 
Hayley Walters + Birmingham 
205-871-1182 


Lyn Scarbrough + Birmingham 
205-437-9483 


Newsstand 
John Willett 
Ralph Perricelli 
Philip Willett 


Office 
Kathy Rombough 


Orders/Shipping 
Grace Gloss 


Accounting 
Barry Jacobs + Paige Tanner 


Contributing Writers 

Chip Alexander, Nate Allen, Paul Arnett, Andrew Bagnato, 
Mike Beacom, Charlle Bennett, Dave Birkett, John Blanchette, 
Paul Borden, Rusty Burson, Guerry Clegg. Bob Condotta, Ben Cook, 
Chip Cosby, Ken Cross, Bucky Dent, Dominick DiRienzo, Michael 
DiRocco, Brian Dohn, Otto Fad, Herb Gould, Geoff Grammer, Brett 
Halt, Monte Hale, Craig Handel, Derek Harper, Bill Hass, John Heuser, 
Jerry Hill, john Hoover, Donald Hunt, Steve Hunt, Jimmy Hyams, Matt 
Kalman, Cliff Kirkpatrick, Tom Kubat, Eddy Landreth, Matt Lowe, Mike 
Lucas, Tom Luicci, Dave Matter, Jeffrey McDonald, Jim Meehan, 
Natalie Meister, Ray Melick, Jeff Metcalfe, Dave Moormann, John 
Moredich, Marc Morehouse, Robbie Neiswanger, Jeffrey Parson, Avan 
Patel, Eric Peterson, Steve Pivovar, Jerry Ratcliffe, Jeff Reynolds, Kyle 
Ringo, Adam Rittenberg, John Rohde, Lyn Scarbrough, Rich Scarcella, 
Chip Scoggins, Richard Scott, Steve Silverman, Bryan Strickland, Phil 
Stukenborg, Bob Thomas, Adam Van Brimmer, Kyle Veazey, Bill 
Vilona, Jason Vondersmith, Bill Wagner, Larry Williams, Jon Wilner, 
Scott Wolf, Ryan Wood, Paul Zeise. 


Contributing Photographers 
Staff Photographers from: 
Getty Images 
Icon SMI 
Rivals.com 
SportPics 
and 
Steve Beyer, Ken Cross, Steve Franz, R.D. Moore, 
Joe Murphy, Joe Robbins, Jamie Sabau, 
Todd Van Emst, John Williamson 


o fea Vi we set Gy OF ag i 


Imagine getting “the works” without paying anything extra That's 
what you get with Uniroyal® tires. They’re engineered for quality 
and reliability, but they're priced affordably. So you always get 

re tire for your money. Find out more at uniro 


/SUNIROVAL 


NG 
= 


King of L.A. has it 
to anotner na tional 


Unless you're a Trojan, you probably hope some 
NFL team dangles a monstrous enough carrot (Brinks 
truck full of cash, team ownership, full control ... 
whatever) that finally lures away the King of L.A. 
Because if Pete Carroll stays at Southern Cal- 
ifornia for much longer, the annual race to the BCS 
championship game is going to become a yearly chase “to see who gets 
to play SC.” 
He has the best gig going in college football, with five consecutive 
Pac-10 titles, three Heismans, two national titles (and one shoestring tack- 
le of Vince Young from a third). 
In what amounted to a rebuilding year, USC last season won 
11 games, humbled Michigan in the Rose Bowl, and probably was a tipped 
pass away from yet another national title shot. 
This is not a rebuilding year for the Trojans. This is a year in which 
they are the only reasonable choice for No. 1. 
THE GOOD NEWS: The defense is fast enough to inflict whiplash 
and windburn. The linebackers are a Top 5 group nationally — and we're 
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just talking about USC’s second team. The starting defense has about seven 
potential All-Americans, including all three linebackers and defensive 
tackle Sedrick Ellis. 

The offense has enough Parade All-American running backs to 

.. Well, hold a parade. When USC hits the field for fall practice, seven 
(!) ex-Parade All-Americans will line up to take carries. Say this about 
these guys: they're not afraid of competition. 

THE BAD NEWS: Everybody is gunning for the Trojans, and there 
is plenty of potential payback out there in games at Nebraska and Cal, 
and, we suppose, at a rebuilding Notre Dame. QB John David Booty can't 
have key late-game passes batted down anymore. He will be working 
with two new starting receivers. 

UCLA was emboldened by last season's victory against USC and 
will be waiting to trip up the Trojans once again. 

ALL: That Rose Bow! win over the Wolverines, combined 
with 10 returning starters on defense and an embarrassing abundance 
of talent of offense, makes it perfectly clear: This USC edition is the real 
deal. 
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Who needs a QB? Bengals have everything else 

What we usually like to see in a national title con- 

tender is a great defensive line (Glenn Dorsey, Tyson 
Jackson, check, check) and a talented, experienced quarterback. OK, then 
... We'll make an exception. The Tigers’ QB situation has to be taken with 
a bit of faith, although LSU has the moving parts to make it work — either 
steady senior Matt Flynn or sophomore Ryan Perilloux, who is a mighty 
fine, mighty fast moving part. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Tigers have their pick of running backs and 
playmakers at receiver, such as Early Doucet and Brandon LaFell. Who- 
ever gets past the defensive line will be wiped out by head-hunting line- 
backers. No drop-off is expected from a defense that ranked third in the 
nation. 

THE BAD NEWS: The optimism can be tempered, albeit not coun- 
tered, with the loss of three very important people — quarterback JaMar- 
cus Russell, free safety LaRon Landry and offensive coordinator Jimbo 
Fisher. Nick Saban is waiting to wreck things on Nov, 3 when LSU goes 
to Alabama. 

\LL: The SEC, while deep as usual, has a more manageable 
field of elite teams this year, and LSU's league schedule is favorable. All 
roads lead right back “home” — in New Orleans for the BCS champi- 
onship game. 


+s MICHIGAN 


Stars are back, will title follow? 

A year after Ohio State dominated the Big Ten, it’s 

Michigan's conference to lose this time. Don't expect 
Lloyd Carr to blow it. Despite his critics, only a handful of his peers are 
more consistent. Even fewer have the offensive firepower Michigan pos- 
sesses this season. Still, you wonder if this won't be like last season with 
an SEC team edging out the Wolverines for the second spot in the BCS 
title game. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Offensive tackle Jake Long, quarterback Chad 
Henne and running back Mike Hart all decided to return instead of chas- 
ing mega-bucks in the NFL. That means Carr will be able to pound oppo- 
nents into submission, at least with his offense. 

THE BAD NEWS: One of the (seemingly) all-time Michigan defens- 
es went bust against Ohio State and USC. Carr must replace four All-Big 
Ten performers — Alan Branch, Leon Hall, David Harris and LaMarr Wood- 
ley. A trip to Wisconsin looms large. As always, Ohio State looms larger. 

Was it foreshadowing that the previously great defense 
gave up a combined 74 points in the last two games? We say yes. The Wolver- 
ines will win a watered down Big Ten, but will get tripped up somewhere. 


'» WEST VIRGINIA 


More than just a trendy pick nowadays 
Nobody doubts West Virginia anymore. The BCS is 
- nota strange and distant land for the Mountaineers. 
And how’s this for acting like one of the big boys: Rich Rodriguez turned 
down Ala-freakin’-Bama to stay in Morgantown. Of course he did. He has 
a better team. With seven returning starters on both sides of the line, West 
Virginia is aiming for its third consecutive 11-win season ... or better. 
THE GOOD NEWS: If QB Pat White, last season’s Big East Offen- 
sive Player of the Year, doesn't make a strong run at the Heisman, RB Steve 
Slaton could. The offense will be a disappointment if it doesn’t average 
40 points a game. The biggest one is at home — Louisville on Nov. 8. 
THE BAD NEWS: Something went awry with the 3-3-5 defense in 
the second half of the season, as the Mountaineers allowed 32 points per 
game. The secondary and the pass rush must improve. White and Slaton 
take a lot of hits; an injury to either would be devastating. 
: It's no longer trendy, or gutsy, or laughable, to pick West 
Virginia as a prime contender for the national title. With White and Slaton 
both juniors, this is another go-for-it season. 
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2». TEXAS 


Gotta do it week in, week out 

The Horns have won at least 10 games in six con- 

secutive seasons. They're loaded again and are the 
perfectly logical, perfectly reasonable choice to win the Big 12. It’s just 
a matter of Texas showing up week after week. Last year’s losses to Kansas 
State and Texas A&M cost the Longhorns the conference title. Hmmm... 
What did we say about showing up every week? Five of the last seven this 
season are away from home, so the traps are set. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Colt McCoy looks like a top Heisman con- 
tender with a bigger body and more experience. Midway through last sea- 
son, he arguably was the best player in the country. The offense will fly 
with McCoy, WR Limas Sweed, RB Jamaal Charles, etc. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary was one of the bigger conun- 
drums of the season. Aaron Ross won the Thorpe Award. Michael Griffin 
and Tarell Brown were considered NFL talents. Yet, this unit finished near 
the bottom in pass defense and was frequently toast. How will it be 
stronger? 

OUR : The Horns reload and should be hungry. An Alamo 
Bowl appearance just won't cut it most years. Texas has the goods to 
reach late November with all the big prizes still in play. 


| @. WISCONSIN 


No easy road this time, but they don’t need it 
™ The Badgers’ argument that their 12-1 season should 

have earned them a BCS bowl last season fails to 
mention that they didn’t beat Michigan when they had the chance, and 
they didn’t beat many other teams of consequence. The Badgers beat two 
teams with winning records during the regular season. No more excus- 
€s — and no more free passes, as the '06 schedule of cream puffs morphs 
into dates at Ohio State and Penn State and a home game against Michi- 
gan. Whatever the Badgers get this season, they will earn. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Yes, Bret Bielema is that good ... Yes, it 
doesn’t matter that neither you nor Bielema knows who the starting quar- 
terback will be (that rarely matters in Madison) ... Yes, P.J. Hill will carry 
the load and become the next great Badgers tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: The left tackle won't be able to carry the offense 
again. Outland Trophy winner Joe Thomas is gone. Sophomore Jake 
Bscherer (6-7, 297) and redshirt freshman Gabe Carimi (6-8, 292) will 
try. 

OU LL: It's been a/oooong wait for the Badgers. Eight years, to 
be exact, since the last Rose Bowl. It'll be a long wait this season, too. The 
key games — at Ohio State, home vs. Michigan — come in November. 


, TENNESSEE 


About time to get back toa BCS game 

Tennessee, national champion way back in 1998, 

hasn't been back to a BCS bowl game since 1999, 
and hasn't had a Top 10 finish since 2001. Since then LSU and Florida have 
won national titles. Auburn went undefeated. Georgia has had four final 
Top 10 rankings. South Carolina hired Steve Spurrier. Alabama has answered 
with Nick Saban. For those wearing orange, it’s about time to feel nation- 
ally relevant again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Erik Ainge is a senior who finally seems 
to “get it,” and he has a new toy to play with this fall — a no-huddle 
offense. If he doesn’t want to pass, a trio of running backs know what to 
do with the ball. LSU is off the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: There is inexperience at defensive tackle and in 
the secondary, and no break-in time for the new starters. An opener at Cal 
is followed with a home game against C-USA East favorite Southern Miss, 
which is followed by a trip to The Swamp. 

: The early schedule will tell us if Tennessee is ready to 
rejoin the nator elite. But even a stumble or two won't rule out a run to 
the SEC title game behind a senior quarterback. 
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Proud program seeks consistency 

It's impossible to reference the Hokies’ season with- 

out the context of the tragedy on campus in April 
and how it affects the Blacksburg community. The football team undoubt- 
edly will embrace the opportunity to do what LSU football did in 2005 for 
its hurricane-ravaged region — provide comfort and good cheer by win- 
ning a lot of games. Said coach Frank Beamer: “We're going to be even 
more proud and it’s going to draw us closer together.” 

THE GOOD NEWS: Defense is the thing, with eight starters back 
from a unit that allowed 11.0 points and 219.5 yards per game. Three 
defenders will press for All-American honors — LBs Vince Hall and Xavier 
Adibi, and CB Brandon Flowers. 

THE BAD NEWS: The play of QB Sean Glennon — 11 TDs and 
11 interceptions in his first year as a starter — doesn’t scream “national 
championship!” A game at LSU in the second week of the season could 
end those hopes ina hurry, anyway (or spur them, of course). Consisten- 
cy has been elusive. 

CALL: You might as well shake up the top several teams in 
the ACC and pull names out of a hat. It’s that ridiculously close. Why Tech? 
The defense and a league road schedule that largely can be handled. 


~). LOUISVILLE 


Can Kragthorpe keep machine humming? 
Three points. That’s what kept Louisville out of last 
season’s national championship picture. A three- 
point loss in November at Rutgers was the difference between a Big East 
title and a shot at the national title (and Florida is grateful because the 
Gators would otherwise have been locked out). As it turned out, their first 
BCS game (and victory) carried the Cardinals through the offseason to 
another title shot. The biggest impediment this time is a trip to West 
Virginia. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Injury-prone quarterback Brian Brohm not 
only returned earlier than expected from a thumb injury, but he returned 
for his senior season. The Cardinals aren't USC-deep at tailback, but they 
are plenty deep. Harry Douglas is All-American quality at receiver, and 
Mario Urrutia isn’t bad, either. 

THE BAD NEWS: Despite a smooth transition from Bobby Petri- 
no to Steve Kragthorpe, there has to be a kernel of doubt in Louisville. It’s 
not bad news, just a question: Can Kragthrope keep this machine hum- 
ming? 


Pfousvite 


: : Louisville will be undefeated when it travels to West 
Virginia i in November. That result will determine its Big East and national 
title fate. 


1 OKLAHOMA 


Dark days don’t mean it’s twilight 

For the first time in the Stoops era, Oklahoma is in 

a dark place. The NCAA poked around after the Big 
Red Imports scandal. Bob Stoops became uncooperative with the media. 
There is uncertainty at quarterback. Tricky Boise State made Oklahoma 
victim of one of the best bow! games ever. Didn’t these guys win the 
Big 12 last year? Let’s not feel too bad for them. They return 16 starters 
from a team that won 10 games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Depth at tailback will make up for the loss of 
Adrian Peterson. We know this because Allen Patrick and Chris Brown 
already did it last season, and DeMarco Murray was a spring game flash. 
The receivers are deep and fab, too, so there’s one big question ... 

THE BAD NEWS: Who is going to be handing off and passing the 
ball? No quarterback has stepped forward to replace Paul Thompson, The 
departure of three defensive ends and two linebackers leaves a playmak- 
ing void; they combined for 45.5 tackles for loss last year. 

} CALL: It's a one-game season again and Texas has won the 
past two meetings handily. Oklahoma is going to have to close the quar- 
terback gap on the Longhorns to get back into the favorite’s role. 


, FLORIDA 


Rebuilding toward another big run 

Welcome to the first year of the rest of your career, 
Urban Meyer. He became the third coach this decade 
to win a national championship in his second year at a school. For an 
encore? Cut him a bit of slack. The university can’t win at everything. The 
Gators are just too dang young to repeat as national champs this year, but 
everyone could be chasing them again in 2008. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Tim Tebow, a Heisman candidate 
before his first start, already owns the campus. Now it’s his offense, too. 
It will be one of the strongest in the nation with Tebow, WR Percy Harvin, 
WR Andre Caldwell and ... well, somebody at tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: Like Ohio State's Jim Tressel before last sea- 
son, Meyer must replace nine starters on defense. Unlike Tressel, Meyer 
hasn't had years to groom his replacements. Expect some shootouts in 
The eval: Hey, just like the old days! 

! : There's a lot of revenge waiting out there. Trips to LSU, 
Kentucky and South Carolina means Gator Nation will be lucky to get 
a return trip to Atlanta (aka SEC East title) in this rebuilding year. 
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CALIFORNIA 


Second best in the West ain’t bad 

Let's see ... should we call him “Tedford the all- 

knowing Bear” or “Mighty Tedford, master of all 
knowledge.” That's how a Cal grad and daily comic strip writer referred 
to Jeff Tedford in print last year. Animal characters climb a mountain to 
find a helmeted bear. “The key to eternal happiness?” one asks. “Avoid 
costly turnovers,” Mighty Tedford answers. Yeah, that, and having DeSean 
Jackson. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sixteen starters return from a 10-3 team that 
ran through Texas A&M 45-10 in the Holiday Bowl. Jackson is the best 
returner in college football, and might be the best receiver, too. QB Nate 
Longshore has been through the fire and should be steadier. 

THE BAD NEWS: Departed stars include the Pac-10 Player of the 
Year for offense (RB Marshawn Lynch) and defense (CB Daymeion Hugh- 
es). The defensive front is the biggest question for a team that could use 
a more reliable pass rush. 

. So, Cal is second best in the Pac-10. That will be eas- 
ier to take this time ifthe Bears muster some revenge on Tennessee in the 
opener and go on to a BCS at-large berth. For that, they better avoid 
costly turnovers. 


OHIO STATE 


Somehow, they get to play underdog role 
The Buckeyes can’t rub their eyes and make last 
season's BCS championship game go away, and no 
amount of wishing will bring back Heisman-winning quarterback Troy 
Smith and three other playmakers who left early — WRs Ted Ginn Jr. and 
Anthony Gonzalez, and RB Antonio Pittman. But, hey, this is Ohio State. 
The Buckeyes don’t sweat the vacancies. They have averaged 11 victories 
in the past five seasons, come what may. 
THE GOOD NEWS: OSU has the potential for a winning formula 
— pound the ball with 230-pound sophomore Chris Wells and clean up 
messes on defense with one of the nation’s top group of linebackers. 
LB James Laurinaitis, CB Malcolm Jenkins and DE Vernon Gholston are 
cornerstones on D. 
THE BAD NEWS: It’s hard to express greatness when only 
10 starting position players return, and there are a mere five scholarship 
seniors on the entire roster. Todd Boeckman, or whoever takes over at 
QB, has to get in sync with new starting receivers. 
: Don't count em out. The schedule sets up for a fast 
start, and the Buckeyes still have that voodoo hex on Michigan. BCS title 
game? No. Big Ten title? Ohio State could steal one in a “down” year. 
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ARKANSAS 


Lin 
ey Rough offseason toughens ‘em up? 
; Coach Houston Nutt must feel like he was pum- 
meled with sandbags this offseason. Parents com- 
plained about their sons’ playing time. Star recruits Damian Williams and 
Mitch Mustain bolted after one year. So, too, did their ex-high school 
coach and Hogs offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn. Nutt had to answer 
for cell-phone records released on the Internet. But at the end of the day, 
he still has the best player in America — Darren McFadden. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Who knows when a talent like McFadden will 
come through Fayetteville again, and Nutt intends to squeeze all the pro- 
duction he can from the junior. RB Felix Jones is the best No. 2 running 
back in the nation. Southern California (120 points in past two seasons 
vs. Hogs) is off the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: Given the offseason turmoil and the retirement 
of athletic director Frank Broyles, Nutt can’t afford to have a season that 
falls short of expectations. He'll have to navigate the SEC with a defense 
that lost two early to the NFL and returns only four starters. 

CALL: The non-conference schedule is embarrassingly sim- 
ple, setting up what should be at least a nine-win regular season. With McFad- 
den, something even a little better is possible, although wrestling the West 
away from LSU might be too tough. 


TCU 


Looking for turn as BCS gate-crasher 

While TCU has spent most of the decade knocking 

loudly, the BCS door was eventually kicked in, first 
by Utah and then more spectacularly by Boise State. This time, the Horned 
Frogs could finally be the ones busting up the joint. Gary Patterson's teams 
have won at least 10 games in four of the past five seasons, and reach- 
ing double-digit victories will be the least expectation for what should be 
the most major of the mid-majors. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nine starters return from one of the nation’s 
stingiest defenses, and DE Tommy Blake will make a run for All-America 
honors. The Frogs were third in the nation last season, allowing 
12.3 points per game. RB Aaron Brown is a versatile weapon in an offense 


that has plenty of giddy-up. 

THE BAD NEWS: The QB position remains in flux, although Mar- 
cus Jackson has winning experience as an injury replacement and is the 
top candidate to replace Jeff Ballard. The path to perfection is blocked by 
a game at Texas, but if Boise can beat Oklahoma ... 

: TCU should smother its MWC opponents, and that will 
be the key. if the only blemish on the schedule is a loss at Texas ... well, 
the polls should be forgiving — how about the computers? The Frogs 
need to finish No. 12 or better for a certain BCS spot. 

%. RUTGERS 
Get used to seeing Jersey up here 

BH ~ | The Scarlet Knights became a program last year — 

a program that in any given year can compete for 

the Big East championship (and a BCS game). Thank athletic director Bob 
Mulcahy, who stayed with his guy when times were bad, and Greg Schi- 
ano, who stayed when Miami came calling. If Schiano stays through the 
terms of his contract ($1.5 million through 2016), those league titles will 
come ... and, who knows, maybe even a real run at a national title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Former Syracuse recruit Ray Rice is a Heis- 
man favorite after rushing for almost 1,800 yards. The defense — the line 
and the secondary — can really run and cause all kinds of problems. 
Kicker Jeremy Ito is a nice player to have in close games. 

THE BAD NEWS: Quarterback Mike Teel (13 interceptions, 
12 touchdowns) is going to have to get a lot better to lead Rutgers to the 
next level. Schiano will have to find a blocking back/pass catcher/good- 
guy leader now that Brian Leonard is off to the NFL. 

: Rutgers is part of the Big Three in Big East with Louisville 
and West Virginia. So, why are the Knights the least of those three? Check 
the quarterback situation and see for yourself. 
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'» GEORGIA 


Stafford’s growth offers possible payoff 

When last seen, the Dawgs were beating national- 

ly ranked Auburn, Georgia Tech and Virginia Tech 
to end the season. To pick up where they left off, sophomore Matthew 
Stafford is going to have to pick up where he left off. “Once he quit turn- 
ing the ball over, we began to win again,” coach Mark Richt said. Stafford’s 
experience alone should mean that the Bulldogs will do better than their 
4-4 SEC record of last season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Georgia has the best secondary in the SEC, 
led by CB Paul Oliver, and a clutch kicker in Brandon Coutu. The running 
backs rank behind only Arkansas, with redshirt freshman Knowshon 
Moreno ready to share some carries with veterans Kregg Lumpkin and Thomas 
Brown. 

THE BAD NEWS: In the manly world of SEC football, having six 
new starters on the defensive front seven is no way to win the league. 
Neither is this: The projected starters on the offensive line include a true 
freshman, a redshirt freshman and a junior college transfer. 

R CALL: Mark Richt has brought in six consecutive 

Top 10 recruiting classes, so it's not like he’s putting fish food (ahem, 
Gator bait) out the field, no matter how young. Still, wait for '08. 

[mt It's about time. Dennis Franchione’s entire career 

arc has been about rebuilding (well, Alabama fans 

will say it’s also about failing to “hold the rope”), and this is his fifth sea- 

son in College Station without much to show for it. He’s just 25-23 as an 

Aggie, but there are signs. Good signs. Like a win over Texas last season. 

Like having 15 starters back, nine on offense. Like having strength and 

speed. Like having a QB, Stephen McGee, who spits nails. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The thunder-and-lightning motif might be 
overdone for tailback combinations, but you can’t resist with 274-pound 
Jorvorskie Lane and Mike Goodson. The O-line is one of the most expe- 
rienced around. The offense can eat clock with the best of them. 

THE BAD NEWS: Look no further than the schedule. This is it. 
The Aggies play at Miami, and while the ’Canes ain't what they used to be 
they're still Miami. Big 12 play brings games at Texas Tech, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma it eau 

: Love the team, hate the schedule. Those four Big 12 


road games we must mentioned ... A&M is 2-13 at those places since the 
Big 12 began. 


TEXAS A&M 


Just about time to finish the roof? 


&. HAWAII 


Taking a turn at WAC controls 

Boise State has won or shared the past five WAC 

titles, and now comes the team that can pry the 
Broncos’ death grip from the trophy ... and possibly steal their BCS thun- 
der. Hawaii, with its Heisman-caliber quarterback and tough-guy Islanders, 
not only led the nation in vowels last season, it led in scoring. The War- 
riors should — will — do so again with a barrage of laser-guided throws 
from senior Colt Brennan. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Brennan is a legit Top-10 NFL talent, and his 
top trio of receivers are back, too. All they did last season was accumu- 
late 3,168 receiving yards and 36 touchdowns. WAC heavyweights Boise 
State and Fresno State each travel to Honolulu this season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The non-conference schedule isn't as tough as 
usual (harder to find BCS teams to be victims in Hawaii), which will hurt 
BCS at-large possibilities. Hawaii loses four All-WAC linemen — two on 
each side of the ball. 

UF : Hawaii has yet to win an outright WAC championship 
(ithas two c0- -titles on its resume) and if not now, when? The offense, the 
schedule and a predicted step back from Boise State add up to champi- 
onship. 
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WAKE FOREST 


Don’t dismiss as a one-year wonder 

Many figure the defending ACC champs (man, it 

still feels weird to say that) won't be BCS timber 
this time around. We're not so sure. If a big-name program such as Flori- 
da State or Miami returned 14 starters and a rising star quarterback, you 
could bet that they would not be so easily dismissed. With Jim Grobe’s 
redshirt program, the Demon Deacons are still stocked with fourth- and 
fifth-year players who now know how to win. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Riley Skinner was just a guy recruited by 
no other Division I-A school — before he took over in last season's open- 
er and earned second-team All-ACC honors. He's a wily sophomore now, 
and the misdirection offense gets back RB Micah Andrews from injury. 

THE BAD NEWS: Wake walked the ledge last season, going 5-0 
in games decided by a touchdown or less. Season-opening games — at 
Boston College and home to Nebraska — will show if Wake Forest has retained 
the magic .. and if the defense can maintain its stature. 

: Will Wake come crashing back to earth after the eupho- 
ria of 20062 Maybe, but it should be a good team again — one that 
deserves that benefit of the doubt based on its ability, not its name. 


Z 2. FLORIDA STATE 


Staff changes suggest new urgency 

{t's all about the Bowdens. With a major staff reshuf- 

fle, FSU fans still get to love Bobby Bowden, no 
longer have to boo deposed offensive coordinator Jeff Bowden ... and 
because of those first two things, might no longer have to fear Tommy Bow- 
den (his Clemson team has won two in a row over daddy). There’s a whole 
new feeling in Tallahassee because of the five new assistants, as Bobby 
brought back Chuck Amato and stole offensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher 
from LSU. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The talentis there. That hasn’t been the ques- 
tion, even as the ‘Noles lost 11 games the past two years. Eleven! Or the 
same number of games FSU lost from 1991 through 1999. Anyway ... expect 
more toughness and intensity to go with that talent. 

THE BAD NEWS: Why has it been so hard lately to find a fran- 
chise QB? Drew Weatherford and Xavier Lee haven't been it, but again 
they will battle for the right to be the starter. The linebacker position took 
a hit with the loss of Buster Davis and Lawrence Timmons. 

J : Bobby Bowden probably is giving this coaching thing 
one more fling with the staff changes. If they work, he can turn back the 
clock to the 1990s. If they don’t, what's next, Bobby? 


UCLA 


- 4) Ask Trojans how good these guys can be 

The Bruins return 10 starters from a defense that 

produced this final: UCLA 13, USC 9. No assistant 
coach in the country did more last season than defensive coordinator 
DeWayne Walker. It was like he was Mickey in Rocky, transforming a slug- 
gish fighter into one that could eat lightning. UCLA, which had the sec- 
ond-worst run defense in the nation in 2005, raced up the charts last 
season to ninth. That’s where they should stay this year. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Bruins also return 10 starters on offense, 
and have two quarterbacks they can win with — Ben Olson and Patrick 
Cowan — with Olson winning the job in spring. DE Bruce Davis had 
12.5 sacks last season. Chris Markey is a 1,000-yard rusher. 

THE BAD NEWS: All-American kicker Justin Medlock came to the 
rescue last season when the offense bogged down. UCLA needs to be bet- 
ter in the red zone. Karl Dorrell is still searching for stability on offense; 
he’s on his fourth coordinator in five years. 

JR CALL: This is UCLA's time. Nine of the defensive starters are 
seniors. Seven offensive starters are seniors. lf the Bruins could be trust- 
ed to be more consistent, the ranking would be even higher. 
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AUBURN 


Overshadowed in offseason, but they'll be fine 

There was a little something going on this offsea- 

son at that cross-state school in Tuscaloosa, but 
Tigers fans happily remind the Tide faithful about which team has won five 
ina row in the series. And, oh by the way, Tommy Tuberville is 3-2 against 
ex-LSU coach Nick Saban. This won't be the best team Tuberville has put 
out there, but he’s basically been good for eight or nine wins while reload- 
ing ... and he gets Saint Nick at home this year. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Brandon Cox has had his ups and downs, 
but he’s a senior quarterback who should have a good year with a talent- 
ed group of young runners. The defensive line, with Quentin Groves and 
Sen’Derrick Marks, is one of the best in the SEC. 

THE BAD NEWS: Auburn plays only four road games (hey, that’s 
good!), but might not be favored in any (hey, that’s bad). The Tigers go 
to Florida, Arkansas, LSU and Georgia, and have to replace their leading 
rusher, receiver, tackler, cornerback and all-star punting/kicking combo. 

: It’s not unreasonable to think that Auburn will take 
care of all of its business at home. So, no matter what happens on the road, 
that’s at least an 8-4 regular season ... which translates nicely into 
No. 23 in the country, we'd say. 


‘4. BOSTON COLLEGE 


Turning loose the offense: Good or bad? 

The Steady Eddie Eagles are different. Not a lot dif- 
ferent. They don’t need to be. Eighteen starters are back from a team that 
went 10-3, so this doesn’t need to be a case of BC Gone Wild. But the man 
roaming the sideline is no longer the stolid Tom O'Brien, it is Jeff Jagodzin- 
ski, and the ex-Green Bay offensive coordinator will be a little more loosey- 
goosey with the playbook. It's a perfect time to do that because senior 
QB Matt Ryan is the best in the ACC. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The entire defensive front seven returns, includ- 
ing immovable tackle B.J. Raji. The power running game is still there with 


veterans L.V. Whitworth and Andre Callender. Jeff Smith, a more electric 
runner, needs touches, too. 

THE BAD NEWS: Offensive line coach Jim Turner resigned in late 
April over philosophical differences in the direction of the program. Hmmm. 
The jury is out on Jagodzinski, who has a strong resume as an assistant, 
but has never been a head coach before. 

, : Those three losses last season came by a total of 

12 points. In a ick- em ACC, BC has as good a shot as any. But what if 

eight, nine wins and a non-New Year's Bowl is simply this program's level? 

» NEBRASKA 
Wien: Big Red baby steps in the right direction 

Huskers fans haven’t appreciated the fact that 

Bill Callahan has improved in each of his three sea- 

sons. Some Big Red fans, though, are running out of patience. Let's take 

baby steps first. Big 12 North last year. Big 12 this year? OK, that’s too 

much to ask. Thing is, it does look like the Nebraska product on the field 

could be better again, but the hardest part is overtaking the now-estab- 
lished monsters of the Big 12. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Callahan has had time to recruit his type of offen- 
sive talent, which is significant. Arizona State transfer Sam Keller and 
Joe Ganz were portrayed as being neck-and-neck at quarterback. Go with 
Keller and his pro arm. The spring injury to TB Marlon Lucky was omi- 
nous, but he should be OK for fall. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Huskers have to beat somebody. They got 
to 9-5 last year playing respectably, but losing to USC, Texas, Oklahoma 
and Auburn. A rematch with USC in Lincoln in September will show if 
Nebraska is ready to join the national stage again. 

ALL: Look for more improvement, but not as fast as Nebraskans 
want. Count on the Huskers stiff-arming an explosive Missouri team for 
a division title, with Big Red getting nine or 10 wins and a nice bowl game. 
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From football and baseball stars to anyone who 
wants to get back in the game, MHR has helped 
thousands re-grow their own hair naturally and 
permanently. MHR is a world leader in micro- 
surgical hair transplantation with more doctors 
that are board certified than any other practice. 
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877-399-HAIR! 
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M@ The Natural Decision 


Mercury Morris, 
17-0 Dolphins 


RATING THE TEAMS I-II9 


1, USC..........Pac-10 1 
2. LSU ......... SEC 1 
3. Michigan .....Big Ten 1 


4, West Virginia ..Big East 1 
5. Texas .....-..Bigi2 1 


11. Florida .......SEC 16. Rutgers .......Big East_ 3 


17. Georgia .......SEC 


OI Oe een rane ee Uae 5 
13. Ohio State.....BigTen 3 18. TexasA&M....Bigi2 3 
14, Arkansas .....SEC 4 19.Hawaii_.......WAC 1 


15.TCU..........MWC 1 20. Wake Forest .. ACC 2 


6. Wisconsin... - Big Ten 2 
7. Tennessee.....SEGC 2 
8. Virginia Tech_. .ACC 1 


9. Louisville .....Big East 2 
10. Oklahoma ......Big12 2 


25. Nebraska .....Big 12 


Conf. Conf. Rank 
BigEast 4 Sophomore QB Matt Grothe could lead chase to Big East title. 
BigTen 4 — This sure helps: Hawkeyes don't have to play Michigan or Ohio St. 
Big12 5 — Has enough offensive firepower to be a factor in North race, 
WAC 2 _ National darlings won't be hailed at Fresno State and Hawaii, 


No. Team 
26. South Florida 


No. Team Conf. 
73, Kent State MAC 
74. Colorado 
75. Baylor 

76. Indiana 


Conf. Rank 

3 Big-play defense gives Flashes chance to win any MAC game, 
Big12 10  16starters return, but difficult schedule makes .000 best hope. 
Big12 11 Still too many holes for Bears to end 13-year bowl drought. 
BigTen 11  Canatleast look forward to Kellen Lewis-James Hardy connection. 


35. Penn State 
36. Notre Dame 
37. Virginia 

38. Miami 

39. Houston 

40. South Carolina 
41, Southern Miss 
42. Oklahoma State 
43, Texas Tech 
44, BYU 

45, Utah 

46, Arizona 

47. Oregon 

48. Kentucky 

49, Illinois 

50. Tulsa 

51. Purdue 

52. Cincinnati 
53. N.C. State 


Pac-10 4 
ACC § 
Pac-10 5 
ACC 6 
SEC 7 
BigTen 6 
IND 1 
ACC 7 
Acc 8 
C-USA 1 
SEC 8 
C-USA 2 
Bigi2 6 
Bigi2 7 
MWC 2 
MWC 3 
Pac-10 6 
Pac-10 7 
SEC 9 
BigTen 6 
C-USA 3 
BigTen 7 
Big East 5 
ACC 9 


54. Central Michigan MAC 1 


56. Kansas State 
56. Maryland 

57. Northwestem 
58. Kansas 

59. Michigan State 
60. Pittsburgh 
61. Fresno State 


Bigi2 8 
Acc 10 
BigTen 8 
Bigi2 9 
BigTen 9 
Big East 6 
wac = 3 


62. Western Michigan MAC 2 


63, San Jose State 
64. Navy 

65. SMU 

66. Washington 
67. UTEP 

68. Minnesota 
69. Wyoming 


WAC 4 
IND 2 
C-USA 4 
Pac-10 8 
CSA 5 
BigTen 10 
MWC O4 


70. Mississippi State SEC 10 
71. Washington State Pac-10 9 


Dennis Erickson will be in Tempe long enough to elevate program. 
Without WR Calvin Johnson, another super defense is the buzz. 
Play of new QB will determine if Beavers ascend into Top 25. 

RB combo James Davis and C.J. Spiller rivals Arkansas duo. 

Riot in Tuscaloosa if Tide isn’t in Top 10 within two years, 

QB Anthony Morelli was destined for greatness; his last chance, 
The lull before the Irish storm? Watch out in '08 and beyond. 
Returns nearly intact; has a good shot in deep ACC. 

Will offense wake from its slumber? ‘Canes defense is top-rate, 
Ample talent surrounding new QB for defending C-USA champs. 
Spurrier's program improving, but moving up in SEC is so tough. 
East champs back for more behind strong running game, 
Shootouts, not shutouts, should remain in vogue in Stillwater. 
Offense rolls on with OB Graham Harrell, RB Shannon Woods. 
New QB, but Cougars back to where bowl trips should be normal, 
QB Brian Johnson will have Utes in customary MWC contention. 
Can fall back on its D, but Stoops bets on new spread offense. 
Middle of Pac-10 is so tight; Ducks could end up much higher. 
Job-saving Rich Brooks has another exciting offense, bowl hopes. 
All of Ron Zook's top-notch recruiting seems ready to pay off. 
Coaching situation turned out fine with Todd Graham, Gus Malzahn. 
Offense is a given; defensive front has to grow more muscles. 
Beat UCF and Rutgers last season ... not a team to overlook. 
Tom O'Brien has a proven track record with disciplined approach. 
New coach, but return of OB Dan LeFevour means repeat title. 
Seven wins in Ron Prince's debut season; K-State climbing again. 
Iffy quarterback situation makes a return to nine victories unlikely. 
Cats to have better offense in coach Pat Fitzgerald's second year. 
Jayhawks have to hold up better in fourth quarter this season. 
New coach Mark Dantonio has traditional Big Ten football values, 
Coach Dave Wannstedt keeps stockpiling good talent. 

With talent on hand, last year’s 4-8 season was an aberration. 

17 starters back for a team that nearly reached MAC title game. 
Getting SJSU to bow! was one of 2006's best coaching jobs. 
Bowl deal in place: Six victories puts Navy into Poinsettia Bowl. 
Ponies will build and build around sophomore QB Justin Willis. 
Future is now: Huskies turn to redshirt freshman Jake Locker. 
Miners slumped to 5-7 in coach Mike Price’s third season. 

Good trade-off: Bow! loss netted Gophers coach Tim Brewster. 
Opening against Virginia at home is great opportunity for 'Boys. 
Still buried in SEC, but this will be Sylvester Croom’s best team. 
Good-quy Bill Doba can't withstand many more of these seasons. 


SEC 
SEC 


Pac-10 


ACC 


Sun Belt 
Big East 
83. Colorado State MWC 


82. Connecticut 


WAC 

MAC 

MAC 
87. East Carolina 
88. Toledo MAC 
89. Syracuse 
90. lowa State 
91. UCF 
92, Marshall 


94. Miami (Ohio) MAC 
95. New Mexico State WAC 
96. La.-Monroe 
97. Rice 

98. Duke ACC 


99. San Diego State MWC 
100. Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 


101. Ball State MAC 


102. UNLV MWC 
Sun Belt 
C-USA 


103. La.-Lafayette 
104. Memphis 
105. Northern illinois — MAC 
106. Bowling Green — MAC 
107. UAB 

108. Florida Atlantic 
109. Arkansas State 
110. Idaho WAC 
111. Tulane 
112. North Texas 
113. LouisianaTech WAC 
114. Army IND 
115. Eastern Michigan MAC 
116. Buffalo MAC 
117. Utah State WAC 
118. Temple MAC 


C-USA 


Big East 
Big 12 
C-USA 
C-USA 
93. Air Force MWC 


Sun Belt 
C-USA 


C-USA 
Sun Belt 
Sun Belt 


C-USA 
Sun Belt 


11 Despite 17 returning starters, Ed Orgeron's rebuilding goes on. 

12 Vandy won't be a pushover, but not much chance for a bowl. Sigh. 
10 Coach Jim Harbaugh is talking a good game; will team play one? 
11 Heels hit the coaching bonanza (Butch Davis) ... just give it time, 

1 Behind QB Omar Haugabook, Trojans should repeat in Sun Belt. 

7 Some improvement in sight; but how much? 

6 Veteran lineup tries to give Sonny Lubick (15th year) a winner again. 

5 ‘Pistol’ offense will have a new triggerman ... but who? 

4 Running back Kalvin McRae can't do it all for the Bobcats. 

5 Downgraded expectations for a team that loses QB Luke Getsy. 

6 Personnel losses too great to expect a repeat bow! performance, 

6 — Rockets are not lacking for stars on offense ... well, except for QB. 

8 — Greg Robinson (5-18 in two years) is now starting over at QB. 

12  Chizik era could open even rockier than end to McCarney's years. 

7 Hmmm... up-and-down Knights technically due for an “up.” 

8 — Not taking C-USA by storm; Herd is 9-14 overall in past two years. 

7 New look with coach Troy Calhoun and no more triple option. 

7 A2-10 mark was unlike Miami, but it won't turn around quickly, 

6 Hal Mumme's passing attack now looks up to speed at NMSU, 

2 _ Strong finish in 2006 indicates a push to league title in 2007. 

9 Not enough defense to sneak into a bowl, like last season. 

12 _ Enters season with nation’s longest losing streak — 20 games. 

8 Just baby steps in coach Chuck Long's second season. 

3 Another strong defense back from team that went 6-1 in Sun Belt. 

8 — Defense figures to Keep holding back the Cardinals. 

9 Some nice parts, but the Rebels are still far from whole, 

4 Cajuns have enough offense to push higher in tight Sun Belt race. 
10 Tommy West hopes to go north with strong group of transfers. 

9 Nomore Garrett Wolfe; passing and defense take center stage. 
10 Still young; trying to bounce back from uncharacteristic 4-8 year. 
11 Starting over across the board, including coach Neil Callaway. 

5 20 starters return, so maybe these guys can now get over hump. 

6 — Promising young players on offense for team that scored 15.2 ppg. 

7 Erickson Revival Tour left town; Ul on fourth coach in five years, 
12 Bob Toledo packs West Coast offense in return to head coaching. 

7 Pigskins will be flying in new coach Todd Dodge's spread offense, 

8 Outlook brightens with arrival of young head coach Derek Dooley. 

3 NFL veteran Stan Brock takes over for retired Bobby Ross. 

11 Only one win last season ... but, hey, 17 starters are back. 
12  Second-year coach might start showing results... in Year 3. 

9 — Punchless Aggies turn to Darrell Dickey to coordinate offense, 

13 Owls find a conference home, but they're living in the basement. 


72. New Mexico MWC 5 ~—_-Young stars on offense give Lobos hope of climbing higher in MWC. 119, Fla. International Sun Belt 8 Welcome to head coaching: Mario Cristobal takes over 0-12 team, 
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What people in the industry 
think of Jim Hurley. 


Dean of Las Vegas 


lines ays 

“You swear at the guy because 
he beats you. Then you swear 
BY him because his numbers 
are so good.” 


writes: 
“Jim Hurley knows how to put 
ten kinds of information 
together to get one kind of 
result —winners.” 


writes: 
“By focusing on better 
information and deeper 
analysis, Jim Hurley has made 
himself a tough act to follow.” 


wiles, 
“An incredible record! - 
especially the run you had in 
December of 15-4- it made for 
a great Christmas! I'll be back 
next season for sure.” 


Won ‘06 Eagles (+3) Steelers 16-7 
Won 06 Navy (41%) UConn 41-17 


Won ‘06 Jets (+6) Bills 28-20 


letter gives you my exclusive 
ane es picks on all College/NFL 


ames featuring | 
Pest beaslune 2 
specials. Plus Lf 
snidweek update! |. 
By mail, e-mail 


or online. 


Wow do | feel strong! 
Because information is the tool that cracks 
the case. 


Information is the muscle 
that beats the man. 
And I’ve got the biggest muscle in football! 
It’s my TS 111. My Trendsearch 
program that contains the collective 
intelligence of the entire Jim Hurley 
Network of scouts, contest winners, code 
writers, bloggers and football maniacs. 


We feed it the right nutrition and it makes 
the right muscle. 

TS 111 squeezes the truth out of stat 
sheets, practice logs and scouting reports. 
Crunches numbers till they cry mama. 

Puts a vise-like grip on every matchup until 
it yields its ultimate secret: who can beat who 

and by how much. 


So here’s what: 

Order August and September THIS 
season for the Charter rate of only $99 
and you must do at least as well (i.e., 

68%) or I will give you all my Gold Key 
selections for October and November 
absolutely free! That’s another 40+ best 
bets that could reap you more 
$thousands! 
And if I DO make guarantee, you agree 
to come in for the rest of the season for 
an additional $150 — you'd be crazy not 
to. Anyway it’ll be chump change after 
the winnings you just knocked down! 


We proved it last year with a Gold Key 
Club that went 80-45 for 64 %. 


Look at some of the multi star winners 


our TS 111 pinned to the mat: 


$11 Vikings (+4) Redskins 19-16 W 
S16 Navy (+1) Stanford 37-9 W 
01 Ravens (+2) Chargers 16-13 W 
07 Arkansas (+15) ‘Bama 27-10 W 
012 VaTech (£42) BostColl 3-22 W 
029 Cowboys (+5) Panthers 35-14 W 
N11 Wake For (+8%) Fla St 30-0 W 
N16 WestVa (-11) Pittsbg 45-27 W 
N25 Wake For (+1%) Maryland 38-24 W 
D21 BYU (-3) Oregon 38-8 W 
D24 Saints (+3) Giants 30-7 W 
J21 Bears  (-2%) Saints 39-14 W 


Last year TS 111 (with a little help from us humans) went 14-6 in August and 20-10 in 
September for a total of 34-16 (68%). 


Fair enough? Then let’s go. 
WINNING STARTS with the Hall of Fame 
Game at Canton Ohio August Sth 
Saints vs Steelers. Thereafter, you’re 
on a roll that won’t end till you have 
racked up S$thousands. So don’t wait. 
Get connected right now and win! 
Call Toll Free 


Or sign up on line at www.jimhurley.com 


Write Jim Hurley's Network: or: 
366 N Broadway Suite 410, Jericho NY 11753 -_— 


ILLUSTRATION BY TIM WILLIAMS 


A quarter century after Bear ... 
... has Bama finally found a worthy replacement? 


BY BEN COOK 


With the words, “There comes a time in every profession when you need to hang it up and that time has 
come for me,” Paul W. Bryant ended his 25 years as the head football coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide. 

On that rainy moming of December 15, 1982, the couple of hundred people gathered in the meeting room on 
the second floor of the Alabama athletic complex knew they were seeing the end of an era — an era of greatness. 

“This is my school ... my alma mater ... and I love it,” Bryant said with deep conviction. 

“T love the players, but in my opinion, they deserve better coaching than they've been getting from me 
this year and my stepping down is an effort to see that they get better coaching from someone else.” 

In the 25 years since, that hasn't happened. 

Those watching the legendary coach step down that day didn't realize they were also sitting in on the begin- 
ning of what would ultimately be the darkest era in University of Alabama football history. 

In the previous 25 years before that day, Alabama won 13 SEC championships, six national championships, 
232 football games against 46 losses, and had 12 Top Five finishes ... with one football coach. 

In the 24 years since that day, Alabama has gone through two NCAA probations, won three SEC champi- 
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onships, one national championship, 
and experienced just three top five 
finishes ... with seven football coaches 
(plus an interim). 

Over that time, the Crimson Tide 
won 180 football games and lost 105. 
In the process, Alabama has gone 

from being one of the most highly 
respected, elite college football pro- 
grams in the country to a run-of-the- 
mill team sloshing around the middle 
of the SEC West. In the process, its 
head-coaching job became the butt of 
jokes nationally. 


Let's see here ... 

¢ Two Alabama coaches were dis- 
missed in shame for off-the-field 
improprieties; 

© Two stepped down the coaching lad- 
der to bottom-feeding jobs (one in 
the NFL and one in the conference); 

* One skipped town rather than face 
the NCAA storm; 

* One was dismissed because of stub- 
bornness; 

¢ One got fed up and told the school 
to stick it (he was the best one 
to date). 


Being an Alabama fan over the past 
24 years has been tough. 

When Bryant passed the torch to his 
handpicked successor, Ray Perkins, 
there was reason to believe not much 
would change. Perkins had played for 
Bryant, had been one of Bryant's 
favorite players, and had made a posi- 
tive impression as a head coach in the 
NFL with the New York Giants before 
returning to his alma mater. 

But things did change. 

Six weeks after Bryant retired, he 
passed away. Suddenly Perkins became 
not only the head coach but the athlet- 
ic director as well. Perkins was every- 
thing Bryant was not. Perkins was cold 
and aloof to fans and media, but more 
importantly, he appeared cold and aloof 
to the things Bryant had built. 

The most obvious sign — and per- 
haps the biggest mistake Perkins made 
— that things had changed came when 
the 1983 Crimson Tide hit the practice 
field. Bryant's tower was gone. The 
image of Bryant climbing those winding 
steps to the tower platform and peering 
out over the practice field was dear to 
the heart of every Alabama fan. But in 
the fall of 1983 the tower was nowhere 
to be found. 

Perkins had it torn down and stored 
in a far corner of the athletic complex. 
Maybe Perkins just didn’t like heights 
and figured it was a waste of space, but 
Alabama fans took it as Perkins trying 
to get rid of every sign of Bryant. 

Perkins did put his stamp on the 
Alabama program, though. He brought 
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of the Alabama Crimson Tide. 


back something Alabama had not 
endured since before Bryant — 
a losing season. 

Perkins went 5-6 in his second sea- 
son, snapping Alabama’s streak of win- 
ning seasons at 26. After four years, 
Perkins took big bucks to take over the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the NFL ... 
and soon faded into coaching obscurity. 

Next came the embarrassing three- 
year coaching tenure of Bill Curry, 
years that were highlighted by a 
homecoming loss to Ole Miss in which 
Alabama failed to complete a pass; the 
hurricane game in which Curry refused 
to take his team to play Texas A&M 
because Hurricane Gilbert was sched- 
uled to hit Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula 
800 miles away (which would be like 
canceling a game in Tuscaloosa if a 
hurricane was about to hit Miami); 
and a first trip with an Alabama team 
into Jordan-Hare Stadium in Auburn. 

Following the completion-less game 
against Ole Miss, Curry claimed a dis- 
gruntled fan threw a brick through his 
office window. The move generated a lot 
of talk in the press and deflected criti- 
cism off the coach and onto the insensi- 
tive fan. 

Most folks never took the time to con- 
sider the plausibility of how strong a per- 
son would have to be to throw a brick 
from the ground and break a reinforced 
second-floor window at Coleman 
Coliseum, a feat that would be almost 


impossible unless that person also 
changed his clothes in a telephone booth. 

As for the hurricane game, it just so 
happened that when the game was orig- 
inally scheduled in early September, 
Alabama's starting quarterback David 
Smith was out with a broken collarbone. 

The day of the game dawned bright 
and beautiful in College Station, and 
national television had live shots of stu- 
dents in shorts and halter-tops playing 
Frisbee in the bright sunshine under bril- 
ant blue skies. It was an embarrassment 
that Alabama has never quite lived down. 
By the time the game was rescheduled, 
Smith was healthy and led Alabama to 
a victory, so Curry's ploy was successful. 

And then, of course, Curry was 
0-for-lifetime against Auburn, which 
didn’t set well with Alabama fans. 

After Curry scurried off to Kentucky 
and out of the coaching spotlight, Gene 
Stallings was named the head coach. 
He was the closest thing to Bryant that 
Alabama could find, and he brought 
the largest amount of success on the 
field to the Capstone since Bryant. 

He also brought the NCAA to town. 

Under Stallings, Alabama won a lot 
of football games and the 1992 
national championship. But also under 
Stallings, Alabama's years of avoiding 
run-ins with the NCAA came to an end 
as the NCAA almost set up a branch 
office in Tuscaloosa. 

Stallings not only battled the NCAA, 
he battled athletic director Bob 
Bockrath. Finally, he had enough and 
walked away from the job after the 
1996 season, but by then the damage 
had been done with the NCAA. 

Since Stallings’ departure, a series 
of coaching blunders have followed. 

In the aftermath of Stallings’ depar- 
ture, Bockrath hired Mike DuBose 
because of a flood of support from 
Alabama supporters, despite the fact 
that Bockrath wanted Frank Beamer 
from Virginia Tech (at a time when he 
probably could have gotten Beamer). 

DuBose posted two losing seasons 
and one surprising SEC championship 
in four years, but he was dismissed 
after an affair with his secretary came 
to light. He lied to university adminis- 
trators in an effort to cover it up, but 
it wasn’t until after a three-win season 
in 2000 that he was shown the door. 

Dennis Franchione came on board 
and had two winning seasons. He 
asked his players to “hold the rope” 
as Alabama tried to weather NCAA 
sanctions, but he abruptly let go of the 
rope himself and bolted for Texas A&M. 

He was replaced by an odd, out-of- 
region, out-of-the-family choice — 
Mike Price from Washington State. 
Price coached one game — the 2003 
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spring game — and then made an ill- 
fated trip to a strip club and, eventu- 
ally, the unemployment line. 

Price was replaced by the one coach 
who should have been successful — 
Mike Shula. He was young, had the name 
and had been a Tide quarterback himself 
under Ray Perkins. But he had never 
been a head coach before and it showed. 

In Shula’s four years, his teams won 
only one game of substance — against 
Florida in 2005, when the Tide inexpli- 
cably won 10 games. 

In the past 24 years, Alabama has 
lost games to Northern Illinois, 
Louisiana Tech, Hawaii and Central 
Florida. It went through one entire sea- 
son without winning a single game in 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. The Crimson 
Tide had to forfeit 10 games due to 
NCAA sanctions. 

It is those bad times in Tuscaloosa 
that led to the rapid courting and even- 
tual offseason hiring of Nick Saban, 
who won the 2003 BCS national title at 
LSU. Alabama had to have him. 

It could not afford to take no for an 
answer, especially after striking out 
with Steve Spurrier and Rich Rodriguez 
and heaven knows who else. When the 
Tide looked like it was getting none of 
its top choices, it just kept going back 
to Saban and upping the ante. Finally, 
in early January, he said yes. 

And Alabama fans rejoiced, figuring 
he might be the one. 

Time will tell, for other schools 
steeped in college football tradition 
have been down this path, fooled as 
they seek to reclaim past glory, pick- 
ing up and discarding coaches like 
peanut shells along the way. 

After Barry Switzer, Oklahoma 
went through Gary Gibbs, Howard 
Schnellenberger and John Blake 
before finding a national champion 
in Bob Stoops. 

After John Robinson, USC tried Ted 
Tollner, Larry Smith, Robinson again, 
and Paul Hackett before finding a mul- 
tiple national champion in Pete Carroll. 

Notre Dame has ripped through four 
head coaches in 10 years, including 
George O'Leary, who (like Price at 
Alabama) never coached a game 
because of off-field issues. 

Washington is on its fourth coach 
since Don James stepped down in 1992, 
with the program falling into disrepair. 

It all leads back to this: It is often 
said that pro sports are all about the 
players and college sports are all about 
the coaches. They make the program. 
They are the program. 

Like Bear once was. 

Like Alabama now hopes Nick Saban 
can be. @ 
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RAISING THE ROOF 
ON GCOAGHING SALARIES 


Alabama has paid for its ill-fated 
coaching hires of the past. 

Have they learned? Maybe, but the 
Tide sure is going to have to pay. 

The Crimson Tide, still urgently 
searching for a long-term answer to 
Bear Bryant, made Nick Saban college 
football's first $4 million a year head 
coach, guaranteeing an eight-year, 
$32-million package to the Miami 
Dolphins coach. All he has to do now is 
beat Auburn and win a national title. 

It's no longer accurate to say 
salaries for. college football head 
coaches — and college basketball 
coaches, for that matter — are esca- 
lating. It’s more like they are strapped 
to a rocket and headed to the stars. 

It was only a dozen years ago, in 
1995, when Florida State made Bobby 
Bowden the first million-dollar head 
football coach. How quaint. 

A few years later, Steve Spurrier, 
then at Florida, topped $2 million. 

Heading into the 2001 season, there 
were 18 millionaire head coaches. 

As we head into this season, there 
are close to 50. 

“I thought a million dollars was a 
lot,” NCAA president Myles Brand said 
in the spring. “But when we moved 
away from that — in one case to a $4 
million a year contract — I think we 
have to begin to ask some very hard 
questions, (such as) whether you can 
justify it or not in terms of rate of 
return. It raises the question of pro- 
priety for colleges and universities.” 

It’s a coaching arms race. It's market 
driven. Everyone understands that much. 

If half of the teams in the SEC are 
paying their college football head 
coach at least nearly $1.5 million per, 
Alabama would lose all face if it doled 
out a-measly (yes, tongue in cheek 
here) cool mil for the most important 
position in the state. 

If $4 million is today’s rate for a 
coach who has won a national champi- 
onship, as Saban has, then it’s a pret- 
ty good bet that in due time, the ask- 
ing price will be $5 million. 

“There is very much an attitude of ‘T 
don’t want my coach to be caught on 
the short end/” said Arizona athletic 
director Jim Livengood. “The minute 
one or two coaches go up in salary, 
everybody else has to catch him or go 
a dollar above.” 


At the end of Saban’s eight years, 
he might look like a bargain. 

“The market between the NFL and 
the college coaches has collapsed,” 
Brand said. “The pay rates for the very 
highest celebrity coaches are similar.” 

In the meantime, the rift between 
the haves and the have-nots in college 
football keeps growing. Last season, 
the average head coaching salary was 
almost $1 million, according to 
a report in USA Today. 

Teams in the BCS conferences, of 
course, are driving the bus, and a wild 
offseason with 23 coaching changes 
helped steer that bus toward a yet 
unforeseen precipice. 

Where's the breaking point? 

“Each school is going to have to fig- 
ure that out for themselves,” Brand said. 

With the big money comes big pres- 
sure, on athletic directors and coaches. 
Contract extensions provide security 
for no one. 

Arizona State athletic director Lisa 
Love extended the contract of Dirk 
Koetter several months before she fired 
him last year. Mike Shula received a 
$650,000 raise and two extra years on 
his Alabama contract in May 2006. He 
was booted by the end of November. 

“One of the reasons we have had so 
many quick coaching changes is that 
people expect change yesterday,” 
Livengood said. “Not today. Not tomor- 
row. Yesterday.” 

If the whole system seems out of 
whack, consider a radio debate — 
dubbed “Is College Football 
Overemphasized?” 

Yes, it was held more than 50 
years ago. 

Bryant, then the head coach at 
Texas A&M, faced off with an English 
professor, Thomas Mayo. As related in 
the biography, The Last Coach, Bryant 
initially played polite before this 
memorable exchange: 

“Sir, how many people watch you 
give a final exam?” Bryant asked. 

“About 50,” Mayo answered. 

“Well,” Bryant countered, “I have 
50,000 watch me when I give mine, 
every Saturday.” 

Bryant, at the time, was making 
$25,000 per year. 

Tt was a bargain then. 

All these years later, the salary ceil- 
ing is ... well, through the roof. = 
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53355 WHISTLES SINCE THE BEAR... 


AND COUNEING 


In the 25 years since Bear Bryant 
walked out of the Liberty Bowl at the 
end of the 1982 season, major college 
football has had 555 head coaches. 
That’s an average of 4.66 coaches for 
each of the 119 programs. Not includ- 
ing this year’s 23 new coaches, the 
other 532 guys have graced the side- 
line for an average of only 4.4 years ... 
not surprising, considering the typical 
initial contract at a school is for four 
or five years. That's a lot of turnover, 
and nowhere more than across the 
street from the Bear Bryant Museum. 
Nick Saban is the ninth Alabama coach 
(including an interim) since the Bear 
— about twice the national average. 


Here's a glance at the schools where the 
athletic director needs to be continually 
on the lookout for a head coach: 


ALABAMA | Gene Stallings’ seven 
years is the longest for anybody 
in Tuscaloosa. 


BOISE STATE | Last three left for 
bigs; will Chris Petersen make a 
long-term home? 


SAN JOSE STATE | Dick Tomey 
has stopped the bleeding. 


TULSA | Can Todd Graham win 
AND stay more than one contract? 


10 PROGRAMS | Notre Dame, 
Florida, LSU are almost keeping 
pace with Tide. 
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Consistency seems to pay: Which 
comes first, the loyalty by the coach 
or the school? Here are the programs 
that have changed coaches only once 
in the past 24 years ... or not at all: 


PENN STATE | Enjoy JoePa while 
you still can — he’s in his 42nd 
season. 


FLORIDA STATE | Enjoy Bobby 
while you still can — he’s in his 
32nd season. 


VIRGINIA TECH | Frank Beamer 
(21st season) is assuming that 
legendary status. 


TENNESSEE | Phillip Fulmer 
(16th) matches Johnny Majors’ 
tenure this year. 


OREGON | After Rich Brooks’ suc- 
cess, Mike Bellotti (13th) has 
taken it to another level. 


FRESNO STATE | Pat Hill (11th) 
fits just as well as Jim Sweeney did. 


IOWA | Kirk Ferentz (ninth) 
replaced Hayden Fry seamlessly. 


WEST VIRGINIA | Don Nehlen- 
to-Rich Rodriguez (seventh) has 
worked out nicely. 


VIRGINIA | Al Groh (seventh) 
needs to get Cavs back in the 
bowl biz. 


Troy State (Larry Blakeney) and 
South Florida (Jim Leavitt) are starting 
season number 17 and 11 at their schools, 
although they have only been in Div. I-A 
for a short time. 
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COACHING CHANGES IN BCS CONFERENCES 


A conference list is instructive, indicating where the big pressure is. Not surpris- 
ingly, the SEC leads the list. Here’s the school-by-school rundown of how many 
coaches each BCS program has had since the beginning of the 1983 season (in all 
cases we're including interims, which also indicate a higher level of 

instability/ dissatisfaction): 
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SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE (64) — PACIFIC-10 CONFERENCE (51) 

Tennessee 2 Oregon 2 

Auburn 4 UCLA 4 

Georgia 4 Washington State 4 

} Mississippi State 4 Arizona 5 

4 Kentucky 5 Washington 5 

: Mississippi 5 Arizona State 6 

Bill Curry : : : 

South Carolina 5 California 6 

Arkansas 6 Oregon State 6 

Vanderbilt 6 Southern California _6 

g Florida Z Stanford 7 

3 Louisiana State 7 

: Alabama 9 BIG TEN CONFERENCE (45). 

S Penn State 1 

& BIG 12 CONFERENCE (53) Iowa 2 
3 Texas A&M 3 ike. =. ee 

: Jowa State 4 Ohio State 3 

z Kansas State 4 wirdce 4 

Nebraska 4 Illinois 5 

Texas 4 Indiana 5 

__TexasTech 4 Northwestern 5 

aay Obe e 3 Wisconsin 5 

Mike Price Colorado 5 Michigan State 6 

Kansas 5 Minnesota 6 

Missouri 5 

Oklahoma 5 BIG EAST CONFERENCE (30) 

Oklahoma State 5 Connecticut (2000) 1 


___ South Florida (2005) 1 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE (51) South Flonida (2005) _14 


: Clemson 4 ER 
é North Carolina State 4 erallt ; 
: Se eae oie Pittsburgh 6 
Maryland 5 MAJOR INDEPENDENTS (7) 
eeibucnolia t= = eS aeae ce ae 
_Boston College 6 
Don Nehlen tube 
___GeorgiaTech 6 
Miami, Fla. 6 
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ROCK STAR 


IN SHOULDER PADS 
"FLORIDA'S TIM TEBOW LIVING UP TO THE HYPE 


Tim Tebow is The Chosen One. 
Florida's sophomore quarterback got 
that nickname because that was the title 
of an ESPN documentary about his senior 
season at Nease High School in Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Fla. 

But maybe a more appropriate nick- 
name might be Elvis, because in 
Gainesville, Tebow is certainly The King. 

The quarterback at the University of 
Florida is always going to be one of the 
most popular athletes on campus, recog- 
nized wherever he goes and besieged 
with autograph and photo requests, 
but it’s at a different level with Tebow. 


* Danny Wuerffel won the Heisman 
Trophy and national championship in 
1996, but nobody asked him to sign 
a watermelon. 

® Chris Leak just wrapped up a four-year 
career capped by the 2006 national 
title, but nobody asked him to sign 
their nose. 

© Steve Spurrier won the 1966 Heisman 
Trophy and returned to lead his alma 
mater to the '96 title and change the 
way football was played in the 
Southeastern Conference, but nobody 
asked him to sign their baby’s head. 


None of them has a Chuck Norris facts- 
style website devoted to them, either — 
www.timtebowfacts.com. 

All that has happened to Tebow since 
he arrived on campus in January 2006. 

“I don't mind,” the 6-3, 234-pounder 
said of the attention. 

“I don't want to be that guy who gets 
upset when people come up to me. I still 
love hanging out with people and meet- 
ing people. I don’t want to have that 
attitude at all. 

“I want to treat others like I would 
want to be treated. When I was younger 
— I’m not where Danny Wuerffel was — 
but if someone looks up to me (the way 
I looked up to Wuerffel) and I say no, 
then I just think about how I would feel 


BY MICHAEL DIROCCO 


if he treated me like that.” 

The excessive attention was not exactly 
unexpected. Tebow was the No. 1 recruit 
in the country two years ago after throw- 
ing for 9,940 yards and a then-state record 
95 touchdowns in a three-year career. 

ESPN produced a one-hour documen- 
tary, titled The Chosen One, about his 
senior season and his recruitment. It 
highlighted Tebow’s on-field accomplish- 
ments, but also examined his back- 
ground and faith. 

Tebow was home-schooled by his moth- 
er Pam, and his father Bob runs the Bob 
Tebow Evangelistic Association, which for 
the past 15 years has worked to spread 
the Gospel in the Philippines. Tim Tebow 
has traveled to that country and worked 
as a missionary with his father. 

Tebow agreed to announce his college 
choice live on ESPN on Dec. 13, 2005, and 
the documentary aired later that night. 

He endeared himself to his teammates 
and fans — and further added to his 
legend — as soon as he stepped on 
campus. He was such a ferocious 
competitor that he dove across the 
finish line ... during offseason condi- 
tioning drills ... inside the Florida Gym. 

“There was no way he was going to 
win, but he still dove across,” sophomore 
wide receiver Percy Harvin remembered. 
“Everyone was like, ‘Good gracious: 

“He's got some screws loose, but we 
love it. He works hard, and you've got to 
respect it.” 

Tebow just laughed and shrugged 
when asked why he did it. 

‘T like to win, and I hate to lose, and 
that makes me do a lot of crazy stuff some- 
times,” he said. “I was just trying to go out 
there and work hard, and when other peo- 
ple see you go hard, it makes them want to 
go hard, too. A work ethic is contagious.” 

That was Tebow’s first step in becom- 
ing a team leader, and he finished the 
journey in the moments before the 2006 
spring game. 


Circle of Life drill, in which two players are 
matched one-on-one, offense vs. defense. 
Tebow was just settling into his stance, 
ready for the confrontation, when coach 
Urban Meyer grabbed him by the nape of 
the shoulder pads and pulled him away, 
eager to preserve his star recruit’s health. 

Tebow got all the contact he wanted 
during his freshman season. Playing in 
spot duty behind Leak, Tebow was the 
Gators’ second-leading rusher (469 yards, 
eight TDs). 

There’s no concern about Tebow’s abili- 
ty as a runner, but there was some con- 
cern about the lefthander as a passer 
when the Gators began spring practice in 
March. A sore left shoulder, of all things, 
helped him allay those fears. 

The ache forced Tebow to alter his 
mechanics and throwing motion through- 
out Florida’s spring practice. That helped 
him learn to make different throws. 

“He had to really pay attention and 
adjust his throwing motion slightly,” 
offensive coordinator Dan Mullen said. 
“By doing that it really caused him to 
focus on how to throw the ball the right 
way. It’s really helped him develop a 
touch, develop balance, develop consis- 
tency and accuracy in his throws.” 

Tebow showed all those things in 
Florida’s spring game, completing 17 of 27 
passes for 216 yards and three touchdowns. 

“He's ready to go,” Meyer said. “Tim 
Tebow is ready to play quarterback at 
Florida.” 

But is he ready to continue to handle 
the attention he gets? Tebow says yes 
because he’s had enough practice by now. 

“TI can remember the first time he 
went out with us,” said center Steve 
Rissler, who graduated in May. “He'd just 
be sitting back in a chair and these girls 
would just come and dance on him. He 
wouldn't really know what to do. 

“He'd just kind of sit there and kind of 
look at them, and then they’d walk away. 
Then another one would come up.” 

Just like Elvis. = 
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That's when he tried to jump in the 
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SUPER SOPHOMORES 

The spotlight is on Tim Tebow, but he’s just 
part of exciting new talent at the position. Here 
are nine more sophomores to watch: 


Josh Freeman | KANSAS STATE 
JaMarcus Russell-sized QB with huge upside. 


Matt Grothe | SOUTH FLORIDA 
Pass-run threat was Big East Rookie of Year. 


Dan LeFevour | CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
MAC Freshman of Year led Chips to league title. 


Kellen Lewis | INDIANA 
Playmaker was team MVP, accounted for 19 TDs. 


Colt McCoy | TEXAS 
School-record 29 TD passes as a freshman. 


Riley Skinner | WAKE FOREST 
Helped carry Demon Deacons to ACC title. 


3 Matthew Stafford | GEORGIA 
i Led wins over three ranked teams to end season. 
=, 
Juice Williams | ILLINOIS 
Ultra-athletic, but can he handle the passing? 


Justin Willis | SMU 
School-record 26 TDs, and only six INTs last year. 
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KEEPING THE FAITH 


BY BILL SORRELL 


If the Florida football team could enter the 2007 
season where it left off in 2006, the defending 
national champions would still be ranked No. 1. 

However, Tim Tebow, the Gators’ superlative 
sophomore quarterback, has a different ranking 
for football in his poll of priorities — fourth. 

“For all my priorities and everything in my life, 
my faith is number one. Family is number two, 
then academics. After that is football,” said 
Tebow, who takes the reins from departing quar- 
terback Chris Leak with the goal of retuming to 
the promised land of national champions. 

Being on a mission comes naturally for Tebow. 
He was born in the Philippines where his parents, 
Bob and Pam Tebow, were missionaries. 

Tim Tebow has returned there three times to do 
mission work. Each July, Bob Tebow, president 
and lead evangelist of the Bob Tebow Evangelistic 
Association, leads a trip where high school and 
college students preach the gospel, direct sports 
camps, show the “Jesus” film and work in medical 
clinics, In the past four years, more than 100,000 
decisions have been made for Christ. : 

Each Tebow family member is involved in the 
non-denominational evangelistic association. 
After the 2007 football season ends, Tim’s sister, 
Christy Allen, who is married to Joey Allen and is 
a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary, will 5 
with Joey and their 11-month old daughter, 
Claire, to Bangladesh to be missionaries. 

Another Tebow daughter, Katie Shepherd, is 
married to Gannon Shepherd, who has played in 
the NFL with Jacksonville, Houston and Cleveland. 

Robby Tebow, who played football at Carson- 
Newman, is the North Florida Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes director. Peter Tebow is 
a Floridasenior. 

In 1966, Bob Tebow helped Campus 
Crusade for Christ at Florida, where he graduated. 
Pam is also a graduate of Florida. 

Tim, who is a member of First Baptist Church of 
Jacksonville, is involved with both the FCA and 
Campus Crusade for Christ. In a state known for its 
worship-like attitudes toward football, Tebow has 
rock-star status. 

Tebow said that he bases his life on the Solid 
Rock — Jesus Christ. He was six years old when 
he asked Christ ms be his savior and lord. 

_ “My parents shared the 


always got me to church. They talked to me about 
the Lord and spiritual things.” 

As Tebow listened, the Holy Spirit began work- 
ing in his life. “I didn’t feel comfortable and I told 
my mom that I want to get saved. I want to know 
how I can spend eternity in heaven. Right there 
on the couch, I asked Christ to come into my 
heart. Since then I’m 100 percent sure I'm going 
to heaven,” said Tebow. 

His performance as a freshman only added to 
his stature. Tebow (6-3, 234) was named 
Freshman All-American by The Sporting News. His 
eight rushing touchdowns ranked seventh nation- 
ally and he gained 469 yards rushing. 

“T try to be thankful about them (awards) but 
not think about them too much. I keep working 
to get better,” said Tebow, aware of the attention 
he receives. 

“Tn today's society people look up to football play- 
ers. At Florida you have a platform. You can take 
that platform and use it for positives or negatives.” 

Battling distractions requires “staying in the 


Word (Bible)” and receiving ean icten a 


through “spiritual reminders” from his parents, 
prayer and attending wee! y team charels and 
Gainesville churches. 

Tebow claims Philippians “4:13: “I can 1% all 
things through Christ which strengthens me.” 

“You get really busy,” said Tebow. “You always 
remind yourself to take time and spend time in 
prayer and read the Word. 

“Tt’s hard to put into words. Jesus means every- 
thing. Without him I would be nothing. He is the — 
reason why we are here, We are to honor Him in 
everything we do and say and be thankful for 
Him. He has given me athletic ability. On the field 
and off the field, I give all praise, honor and glory 
to Him. He gave me the athletic ability and he can 
easily take it away.” ~ 

Tebow is aware of the athletic ability 
teammates. “Not a lot of quarterbacks in colle 
football have the athletes I have to work with. 
There are five or six guys that can catch the ball 
and take it to the house,” he said. ~ 

Florida wide receiver Andre Caldwell said, 
“We're coming together well and we're bonding, 
getting our timing down. (Tebow) is showing the 
guys a strong arm and he's getting me the ball 
and letting me make plays with it. He's got one om 
the strongest arms I've seen.” 


Football does rank number one on Tebow’s list 
of passions. Weightlifting is a close second. 

Florida offensive coordinator Dan Mullen says 
that Tebow would rather stay in the weight room 
all day than sleep at night. 

Florida head coach Urban Meyer was quoted last 
year as saying, “Tim is an extremist. He doesn’t 
just lift weights. He wants to break the school 
record in bench press.” 

Tebow has grown up playing sports. He was 
home schooled by his parents but under a 1996 
bill passed by Florida legislators was allowed to 
play high school sports at a public high school. 

In 2006 he was a Parade All-American and led 
Allen D. Nease High School of St. Augustine, Fla., 
to the Class 4A state championship, its first-ever. 

Tebow set the state prep record for total offense 
(12,960 yards), career passing yards (9,940), 
touchdowns (159) and completed passes (631). 
He has single-season state records in total offense 
(5,552), passing yards (4,286), touchdown passes 
(46) and total touchdowns (70). 

Each of Tebow’s brothers and sisters were also 
home-schooled. 

“More important than just learning how to read 
and write, it was more important to teach charac- 
ter which is what life is truly about,” he said. 

Tebow inspired the “Tim Tebow Bill,” introduced 
in the state of Alabama, that would allow home 
schoolers to play athletics at public schools. 

When Florida won the 1996 national champi- 
onship, it was quarterbacked by Heisman Trophy 
winner Danny Wuerffel. Tebow and Wuerffel, 
a devout Christian, are friends. 

“He's really supportive of me, I'm appreciative 
of that. I look up to him a whole lot,” said Tebow. 

With the national championship legacy that 
Wuerffel began, Tebow hopes to continue. He 
accepts the pressure. 

“T like being at the University of Florida. Every 
game there's going to be pressure.” 

Meyer, who was named the 2006 National Coach 


of the Year, bragged on Tebow. 


“The thing that makes him different than any 
player I've been around is his drive, his tough- 
ness, his competitiveness. Tim wakes up every 
moming and tries to get better at his job.” 

Tebow said that goes back to his work ethic and 


_ determination. “You learn a lot about yourself.” 


He's also learned that God is with him daily. 
That fact has Tebow loving life. 

“You are trying to do Rae ai you can to 

) said 
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GPA. rowing up in Little Rock in the 1960s 
fe MH and ’70s, first as a Razorback fan and 
: Y then a Razorback ballboy, Houston 
Nutt saw firsthand such great University of 
Arkansas running backs as Bill Burnett, Dick- 
ey Morton and Ike Forte. 

As an Arkansas backup quarterback, he 
played with running backs Ben Cowins and 
Jerry Eckwood, two others who rank with the 
school’s all-time best. 

Later as the Razorbacks’ head coach, Nutt 
supervised running back greats Madre Hill, 
Fred Talley and Cedric Cobbs. 

None of the above ranks with the back Nutt 
coaches now: Darren McFadden, the 2006 
Doak Walker Award winner and Heisman 
Trophy runner-up. 


oo 


| 


. A Speed, 
2h 


“He has a lot of the 
same qualities,” Nutt 
said, “as a lot of the backs 
you mentioned. What 
sets him apart is he’s so 
strong and so fast.” 

Unbelievably strong 
and fast, to the chagrin 
of those he’s run past, 
around and over. 

That jolting stiff 
arm of his seems to cross 
area codes. 

“That combination 
of 6-3, 215, legitimate 
4.3 speed, and stiff-arm with a long, long arm 

. a lot of guys fall off of him,” Nutt said. 

Nutt was just getting warmed up. Because 
when he was an assistant for Pat Jones at Okla- 
homa State, Nutt saw Barry Sanders and Thur- 
man Thomas, two running backs who became 
among the NFL’ all-time best. 

“T really put him in that category,” Nutt 
said of his junior from Little Rock. “The atti- 
tude ... the unselfishness ... those are great play- 
ers. | know they are Hall of Famers, but you've 
got to put him in that category.” 

Sanders and Thomas saved their best for 
the best. So does McFadden, Nutt said. 

“The ability since he’s been a freshman to 
break 80 yards against the likes of Georgia and 
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| Wickadden: 
) Legendary 


Strength 
 @. Stiff-Arm 


By Nate Allen 


Alabama ... it’s no fluke. It’s 
been consistent.” 

And he delivers consis- 
tent results from enough posi- 
tions to drive a defensive 
coordinator crazy. 

“He'll take a kickoff back 
for a touchdown,” Nutt said. 
“Go catch a ball, line up as a 
quarterback. The thing that 
really sets him apart is his ver- 
satility. Kickoff return, quar- 
terback, wideout, tailback.” 

The quarterbacking 
McFadden did out of 
Arkansas’ special Wildcat for- 
mation last year netted him 
major fame and Arkansas 
major results; he completed 
seven of nine passes with three touchdowns and 
one interception. 

He even practiced returning punts in the 
spring. 

“T think he could do it,” Nutt said, then 
shuddered at the injury risk. “I worry about it. 
He sure wants to do it.” 

McFadden sure wants to do more of every- 
thing than he did in the spring. 

Fellow junior running back Felix Jones, also 
a 1,000-yard rushing star, and McFadden spent 
the spring like they were wrapped in tissue paper. 
The chess team might have had more contact 
than the All-Americans because Nutt deter- 
mined they would come through spring ball 
unscathed. 

Neither liked it. 

“T understand what he’s doing,” McFadden 
said, “but it’s like I’m just a little feather stand- 
ing over there. Me and Felix, we both stand over 
there watching and go, ‘Like man, he needs to 
let us get in a couple of plays, especially when 
the offense is not doing well.’ ’ 

Better, Nutt said, that McFadden and Jones 
be watching a struggling spring scrimmage than 
watching the season-opener against Troy because 
they tore something in the spring. 

Even the hype to attract fans to the stands 
for the Razorbacks’ Red-White spring game 
came with a disclaimer. 

“We want it exciting where the people can 
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enjoy it,” Nutt said, “but if they are expecting 
Darren McFadden to be tackled or Felix Jones 
to have live scrimmage work, that’s not going to 
happen.” 

Of course Nutt took pretty strict precautions 
in the spring of 2006 with McFadden, and it 
did no good. On the last weekend before August 
preseason drills, McFadden went home for the 
weekend. He was hanging around the outside 
of a Little Rock nightclub when he saw some- 
one trying to drive his brother's car. 

A fight ensued. McFadden’ shoe flew off dur- 
ing a missed kick that ended with his bare toe 
thudding into a curb. 

McFadden suffered “an open dislocation of 
the distal IP joint on his left big toe,” Arkansas 
trainer Dean Weber said. 


Extensive surgery was performed just hours 
later. 

The injury was seen as possibly career-threat- 
ening, certainly season-threatening. At best, the 
initial hope was for McFadden to return sever- 
al weeks into the season. 

Yet, somehow, he didn't miss a game. Nine 
carries for 42 yards against Southern California 
in the opener, and 184 rushing yards the next 
week against Utah State. When the season ended 
at the Capital One Bowl, McFadden had amassed 
a Razorback record 1,647 yards and 14 touch- 
downs on 284 carries. 

Nutt and Weber said they learned a lot 
about just how tough and determined an ath- 
lete could be. 

In turn, they hope McFadden learned about 


School 


where he should and shouldn't be, and what he 
can and can’t do to protect his health. 

“T guess if they take a car now,” McFadden 
said, smiling, “I'll let them ride off with it.” 

He was serious about that joke, but he’s 
a serious joker on this team. 

An Arkansas Democrat-Gazette photogra- 
pher was startled that the guy in the full clown 
suit he chanced upon and photographed walk- 
ing around campus on Halloween turned out to 
be the All-American running back. 

Now McFadden feels compelled to take 
clowning to another level. 

“Whatever I do this year,” McFadden said, 
“I've got to top last year.” 

Clowning around while accepting the Heis- 
man seems like an acceptable topper. 


School 


Colt Brennan 6-3 196 


Hawaii 


Brian Brohm 


Louisville 


Darren McFadden 6-2 205 
Steve Slaton 5-10 190 


Arkansas 


Mike Hart 


Jr. West Virginia 


Ray Rice 


Michigan 
Rutgers 


DeSean Jackson 6-0 166 


Jr. Cal 


Earl Bennett 


Vanderbilt 


Mario Manningham 6-0 182 


Jr. Michigan 


Adarius Bowman 


Oklahoma State 


Travis Beckum 6-4 219 


Jr. Wisconsin 


John Carlson 


Notre Dame 


Steve Justice 6-4 284 


Wake Forest 


Jonathan Luigs 


Arkansas 


Sam Baker 6-5 305 


USC 


Jake Long 6-7 313 


Michigan 


Ryan Clady 


Boise State 


Adam Kraus 


Michigan 


Michael Oher 6-5 325 


Ole Miss 


Barry Richardson 6-7 330 


Clemson 


Jeremy Perry 


Oregon State 


Andre Smith 


Alabama 


__ Art Carmody 5-8 


Steve Justice 
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Louisville 


Jake Long 


Michael Oher 


Alexis Serna 


Barry Richardson 


Oregon State 
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Art Carmody 
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i om ven though he’s gone, Charles 


p= Campbell's voice still echoes with son 
Me Calais. 

Play hungry. You can do better. You're not 
tired. 

Last fall, other voices spoke to and about 
Campbell, voices that said he was ready to play 
in the NFL. They saw 10.5 sacks and 20.5 tack- 
les for losses by a 6-8, 282-pound redshirt soph- 
omore defensive end who just was starting 


74 to Play 


to grow into his body. 

The voices included scouts. 

“They'd say, “Hey, we'll take 
81 right now,” said Clint Hurtt, 
Miami’s defensive line coach. 

Campbell would have had 
to stuff his ears with cotton not 
to hear that a hefty contract 
would be awaiting him if he left 
early for the 2007 NFL Draft. 

“Oh yeah, I definitely heard 
that,” Campbell said. “A lot of 
people were speaking that. 
It crossed my mind.” 

When Campbell made his 


decision to stay, one voice resonat- 


Ad OLOHd 


> ed loudest. 
“My dad played a big role,” 
Campbell said. “What would 
my dad want me to do? My dad would want 
me to get my degree.” 

So when Campbell made his choice, he 
said, “There are no ifs, ands or buts about it.” 

Charles Campbell died of a liver ailment 
on Nov. 26, 2003. He was 61. 

“T remember how hard he worked,” Camp- 
bell said. “He wanted me to be the best I could 
be. I didn’t want him to die in vain. So I appre- 
ciate every day. 


Mw i i 
A | 
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Hungrier 
Than Ever 


By Craig Handel 


“Before every game, he used 
to tell me, ‘Play hungry.’ Every time 
I had a good game, he'd say, ‘Play 
a little hungrier; you could’ve made 
a few more plays.’ I hear him over 
and over again.” 

Campbell was one of the good- 
energy guys in last season's disap- 
pointing Miami team that went 
7-6 and got coach Larry Coker 
fired. That helped quiet the nation- 
al buzz on Campbell, who had 
a streak of seven consecutive games 
with at least one sack and helped 
the Hurricanes set a school record 
by allowing just 67.9 rushing yards 
per game. 

He also had 17 quarterback 
pressures. 

Campbell, with uncommon 
size, strength and speed, already 
has proven to be ultra-productive. 
And his ceiling is higher than any 
defender in the country, too, which 
all adds up to make him Lindy’ Preseason Defen- 
sive Player of the Year. 

Just think: Coming out of South High in 
Denver, Campbell could have played basket- 
ball. Oregon and Washington offered scholar- 
ships. As he watched the Ducks battle eventual 
national champion Florida in the Midwest 
Regional final, he thought, “They could've used 
a guy like me.” 

Colorado State and Wyoming offered him 
the chance to play both sports. But Campbell 
went to Miami for football only. 

“IFT played basketball, I would not be as good 
as I am now,” Campbell said. “I don't have time 


to concentrate on both sports. I have to fine 
tune on one.” 

He also would not be as big as he is now. 
Campbell arrived at Miami weighing 228 pounds. 
Campbell originally was set to try out at tight 
end and defensive end. When coaches gave him 
an offensive playbook on his first day of prac- 
tice, he asked to play defense. 

That’s where he has stayed. 

After his redshirt season, Campbell had 
2.5 sacks and 5.5 tackles for losses in 2005. 
Last year, he broke out with 84 tackles and 
three forced fumbles, as well as the sacks and 
tackles-for-loss numbers that rank among the 
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school’s best for a season. 

“He's a real long cat,” said Miami offensive 
tackle Cyrim Wimbs, who often goes against 
Campbell in practice. “He makes most tackles 
defensive ends can't because he can swim. He real- 
ly works technique. Calais always brings it.” 

Adds tackle Reggie Youngblood: “You have 
to block him and block him some more.” 

Former Miami center Anthony Wollschlager 
said Campbell’s desire matches his build and 
athleticism. 

“We always talked about the inside, about 
heart,” Wollschlager said. “That’s what sepa- 
rates him from other guys. He has the heart, 
the drive. Combine heart and motivation 
with the physical abilities he has, and he's hard 
to stop.” 


Calais Campbell Glenn Dorsey 


Hurtt said Campbell made plays in 06 on 
pure ability. The goal now is to make him dom- 
inant on every single snap. 

“His first step, pad level, hand placement 

. then, we want him to identify formations 
and tendencies, make sure his fundamentals are 
consistent,” he said. 

Campbell adds he wants to build his stam- 
ina and be more of a team leader. Among those 
he'll be guiding will be brother Jared, a corner- 
back who Miami signed in February. How will 
he guide? 

“L thought about ita lot,” Calais Campbell 
said. “I want him to have fun and make mistakes 
on his own like I did. I did my thing, partied 
hard, then I realized I had to calm down and 
concentrate on football. 


Sedrick Ellis Derrick Harvey 


“Tl get on him, ride him, but I also real- 
ize, | have to let him do his own thing.” 

Often seen at Miami games jumping up 
and down and waving his arms to get Hurri- 
canes’ fans louder, Campbell got so excited in 
his first few games last season, he cramped up. 

“I had to take IVs at halftime,” the fast- 
talking Campbell said. “I was too hyped up and 
my body got overloaded by the second half. I had 
to calm down.” 

With his emotions more under control, 
Campbell excelled. He still hears his dad’s voice 
at times, but now his own words push him. 

“T tell myself in a game, ‘Calais you gotta 
pick it up, make a play,’ ” he said. “Hopefully, 
every game, I'll make a play.” 

Or several. 


Dan Connor James Laurinaitis 


Name 


Yr. 


School 


Name 


Calais Campbell 


Jr. 


Miami (FL) 


Bruce Davis 


School 
UCLA 


Glenn Dorsey 


Sr. 


LSU 


Eric Foster 


Rutgers 


Sedrick Ellis 


Sr. 


USC 


Quentin Groves 


Auburn 


Derrick Harvey — 


Jr. 


Florida 


Chris Long 


Virginia 


Dan Connor 


Sr. 


Penn State 


Vince Hall 


Virginia Tech 


James Laurinaitis 


dr. 


Ohio State 


Rey Maualuga 


USC 


Keith Rivers 


Antoine Cason 
Dwight Lowery 


Sr. 


USC 


Jasper Brinkley 


South Carolina 


5 Sr. 


Arizona 


Brandon Flowers 


Virginia Tech 


Sr. 


San Jose State 


Paul Oliver 


Georgia 


Kenny Phillips _ 


dr. 


Miami (FL) 


Aqib Talib 


Kansas 


Jonathan Hefney 


Sr. 


Tennessee 


Tom Zbikowski 


Notre Dame 


Durant Brooks 


Sr. 


Georgia Tech 


Britton Colquitt 


Tennessee 


= 
Antoine Cason 


Keith Rivers 
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QUARTERBACKS 


from Quite a System 


roduct of the system? Of course he’s a product of the system. 
They're all products of their systems, you know. 
And who wouldn't argue that attempting 559 passes in 
14 games owes more to the system than the skills of the quarterback? 
Certainly Hawaii’s Colt Brennan is a product of June Jones’ sexy passing 
attack. 
But as he enters his senior season, it ought to be noted that Bren- 


TOP QUARTERBACKS) 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Colt Brennan Sr. Hawaii 
He'll be on national TV at least four times; check him out. 


.| Brian Brohm ’ Sr. Louisville 
| Best senior QB prospect wanted a title before heading off to NFL. 
John David Booty _ Sr USC 
USC | id some shotgun in gmayre no more ——— batted down. 


Pat White _ Sr ‘West Virginia 
Most dangerous QB in the country when he tucks the ball and runs. 


‘Sr. Michigan 
's career passing leader, but will he beat OSU? 


Matt Ryan Sr. Boston College 


First-team All-ACC with 2,942 en | yards while playing hurt. 


E an oes Tennessee 
Ee NOT ie offers coll aide to his effectiveness. 


Andre Woodson Sr. Kentucky 
Remarkable transformation last year, with 31-to-7 TD-INT ratio. 


Tim Tebow So. Florida. 
etter Heiman candidate than a quarterback at this point. 
Chase Daniel Jr. Missouri 
A record-setter runnin: the Ti gers’ eres offense. 
| 12 ‘Matt Groth South Florida 
eral Fea yards alee vem 's leading rusher as well. 


Stephen McGee Texas A&M 
|_ Brings nebacker' 's men ao tot ine ne poston doesn't make mistakes. 


Utah 
ange | A-OK in ihe aie coming back from '05 ACL. 


ess Carpenter Jr. Arizona State 
Watch him soar after quietly playing through injuries last season. 


Paul Sith wiSmith = Salsa 
starter gets to play in Gus Malzahn's passing offense. 

Curtis Painter Sr. Purdue 

elie to cut cut Waly back on INTs (19), oy otherwise has Broeer like numbers. 

y Reid ‘Oklahoma State, 
\-threat QB who finished with 0 yards and five rushing TDs. 

Riley Skinner So. Wake Forest 

All he did was help Wake Forest to ACC title as a freshman. 

N ngshore Jr. Cal 
ee eters g-game jitters of last season, gets big games at home. 


Josh Freeman So. Kansas State 
Mest) id has been set with comparisons to ex-LSU QB JaMarcus Russell. 


(2 = Parker Wilson Jr Alabm 

is With new ao should break Tide _bassng record he nal last year. 
24.| Justin Willis SMU 
C-USA Freshman of Year passed for 336 TDs with a mere six INTs. 


Juice Williams So. Illinois 
Optimism in Illini-land because of Juice and frosh WR Arrelious Benn. 


Brennan: Quite a Product 


nan’s skills are what 
separate him from the 
fray ... that his story is 
more than simply 
“passes all the time, so he puts up gaudy numbers.” 

His squiggly figures tell a different — or perhaps, additional — story. 

First, the numbers: 5,549, 58, 46.9, and 11. 

That's his yards passing, his touchdown passes, his team’s scoring 
average, and the Warriors’ victories last season. 

Now for the details. 

He is accurate, uncannily so, completing 72.6 percent against 
defenses that know he’s going to pass. He threw only 12 interceptions 
and rushed for 366 yards, proving he’s nimble in the pocket and not 
afraid to use his helmet for that extra foot. 

Granted, the Western Athletic Conference isn’t marketing its 
defense. But in games against bowl teams Alabama, Boise State, Oregon 
State, Purdue and Arizona State, Brennan threw 17 touchdown passes 
and was picked off six times in 220 attempts; a completion rate of 
71.8 percent. 

Hawaii finished 2-3 in those games, including losses at Alabama and 
Boise State by a total of 15 points. 

Still, the doubters are out there across the mainland. The compar- 
isons to NCAA career all-time passing yardage leader Timmy Chang, 
and his failures at several NFL stops, hang on Brennan's shoulder pads 
like a pesky linebacker. Brennan finished a distant sixth in the Heisman 
Trophy voting in 2006, a victim of his own offense and limited exposure. 

By the time Brennan is warming up for his games in the middle of 


Colt Brennan 


the Pacific, most folks east of the Rockies are fast asleep. They've missed 
quite a story — of how a freshman quarterback at Colorado made 

a horribly wrong read off campus that landed him seven days in jail and 
four years’ probation for burglary and trespassing. 

He left the beleaguered university in the winter of 2004, spent the 
following fall at Saddleback Junior College in Mission Viejo, Calif. 

It led to a walk-on tryout from Hawaii head coach June Jones, who 
has a background of offering players second chances. When nobody else 
was encouraging Brennan, Jones and the coaches at Saddleback were 
behind him. San Jose State made a late run, and was the only school 
to offer him a scholarship, but fate took him to paradise, instead. 

“Coach Jones gave me a second chance and that’s made a huge 
difference in my life,” Brennan said, who opted last January to return 
for his senior season, much like friend and former Mater Dei High 
teammate Matt Leinart did at USC. 

“People always want to talk about the numbers. But it’s not about 
numbers; it’s about winning football games.” 

If you want to catch the flinty side of Jones, just mention “system” 
and “Colt Brennan” in the same sentence. Jones believes Brennan would 
be successful in any passing system. 

“But the offense he’s in is perfect for him,” Jones said. “He makes 
plays when he has to. Nobody played better than him last year.” 

And somebody else is going to have to be totally off the charts 
to play better than him this year, too. 

— Paul Arnett 
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Welcome to the world of Professional 
Football Handicapper Kelso Sturgeon 
. America’s Certified Winner! 


—“~ 

The jman-who has made millions for thousands! 
The man who took football betting to a higher plane! 
The man who consistently out-performs the stock market! 
The man who lets his record do all the talking! 
THE MAN WHO PROVED YOU COULD 
MAKE A FORTUNE BETTING FOOTBALL! 


My name is Kelso Sturgeon, and | want to 
Share with you a message that could make a big 
difference in your life. First of all, | have been 
handicapping football professionally for 38 years and 
have participated in its evolution from a strictly 
gambling adventure to a business in which I have 
proved time and again YOU CAN MAKE A FORTUNE 
BETTING ON COLLEGE AND NFL FOOTBALL GAMES. 

| have been a student of football as.a player and 
later-as a scout and recruiter in the Southeastern 
Conference. | have studied with and learned from some 
of the all-time greats - people such as greatest college 
football coach in history, Paul “Bear” Bryant of Alabama, 
& later from Hank Stram who as coach of the Kansas 
City Chiefs proved he had-an analytical mind without 
equal as he won a Super Bowl and punched his ticket 
into the Hall of Fame. And can never forget the lessons 
earned from legendary Baltimore Colt quarterback John’ 
‘Unitas and others stich as: Dallas Cowboy defensive end 

'Randy White & the Rams all- -pro wide receiver Jack 
Snow. | learned the game from the best in the business. 
~My exploits in the world of football handicapping have 
earned me a very special place in a business where the 
“ score-is Kept with money.1 wrote the first book on sports 
“betting ever published by a legitimate publisher—The 


me Complete Guide To Sports Betting (Harper And Row). 


tam the ‘only. Sports handicapper to ever testify before 
the United States Congress on the subject of sports bet- 


ting (| represented the bookmakers of the world). You have 


"read about me in’such publications as The Wall Street 
Journal, Playboy, Maxim, and New York Times and have 
‘seen me on national television analyzing football games. 


Plus These Free Bonuses 


The World sai it cul’ be dane Tha ta impossible. 


BUN PROVED THEM ALL: 


But the only thing that means anything to me is that | am 


A PROVEN WINNER in an arena which devours and buries the pretenders! 


1 WIN MONEY FOR MY CLIENTS AND IT IS NOT AN ACCIDENT. 


Winning is not an accident nor a miracle nor the work of fate! It is the product of insight, 
superior analysis & hard work! And my record confirms it all. 


Last year my Best Bets Club produced these profits for $10 bettors: 
September: +193 UNITS profit of just under $1,900 
October: +99 UNITS profit of just under $900 
November: +30 UNITS profit of just under $300 
December: +20 UNITS profit of just under $200 
That's a regular season profit of more than $3,200 betting just $10 per unit! 


There is no question-no doubt-in my mind that | have taken football handicapping to a higher plane. 


AND LET'S NOT FORGET SOME OF MY BIGGER PLAYS 


9/10 NFL Game of the Month 100 Units chicago (-3 %) 26, Green Bay 0 WINNER! 
9/17 AFC Game of the Year 50 Units san Diego (-11) 40, Tennessee 7 WINNER! 
9/23 College Game of the Year 100 Units Louisville (-13 %) 24, Kansas Stateé6 GIANT WINNER! 
10/8 NFL Game ofthe Year 100 Units Eagles (-21) 38, Cowboys 24 GIANT WINNER! 


[hi records avellabla by request at 1-800-755-2055 


I invite you to join my Best Bet Club members to make YOUR FOOTBALL FORTUNE! 


Here is what you get: 

©@ An average of ? College Best Bets 
every Saturday. 

© An average of 3 NFL Best Bets 
every Sunday. 

© Soest Bet Play for almost every 
Monday night game. 


© Best Bet Play on most 
weeknight college games. 
@ 50-Unit September 
College Game of the Month 
@ 50-Unit September 
Pro Game of the Month é 
@ 100-Unit College Game of the Year 


© 100-Unit NFL Game of the Year 


THE GUARANTEE: tf Kelso Sturgeon does not make you at least a $2,500 profit above and beyond your $199 
membership fee during the regular college and NFL football seasons, you will receive his College Bowl Package and his 
NFL Playoff Package absolutely free! The Guarantee is based on a $10-per-unit wager on all Best Bet Club releases. 


—EO 


And it’s all yours for just $199 Sign-up today by calling toll free: 1.800.755.2255 Available online at: www.KelsoSportsHandicapping.com 


WHEN KELSO STURGEON 


SAYS HE IS GOING TO WIN, YOU CAN BET ON IT! 


PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


Photo-op Redux 


ucked away in a drawer in Ray Rice’s home in New Rochelle, 
N.Y., is a picture of him standing next to the Heisman Trophy 
along with former USC quarterback Matt Leinart. 

The photo is from 2004, when Rice, then a high school senior, was 
one of a dozen or so New York City-area prep football players who were 
honored at a Heisman breakfast. 

Leinart, who had won the award two days earlier, stopped by to 


aia 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Darren McFadden Jr. Arkansas 
Nobody can do it like he can — running, receiving, passing, returning. 


Steve Slaton Jr. West Virginia 

Slaton slithered for silky seven yards per carry last season. 

Ray Rice Jr. Rutgers 

Tough, Big East back who can be a thoroughbred and a workhorse. 
Mike Hart Sr. Michigan 

Not the flashiest guy, but not many can handle the workload he can. 
lan Johnson Boise State 
Everybody's darling knows how to i id i li — 25 TDs last season. 
Yvenson Bernard in State 

| Still too far under radar? Has 2,648 riating vas OF ce career touchdowns. 
Chris Wells So. Ohio State 

This high because of his potential to take over as Buckeyes' focus. 

P.J. Hill So. ‘Wisconsin 

Powered his way to 1,569 yards =e = Ten rushing title as freshman. 
Tashard Choice Georgia Tech 
Through-the-tackles runner (1,473 yal yet now Tech's offensive star. 
Branden Ore Virginia Tech 

Hokies won't go far without him; nated for 16 TDs last year. 

James Davis Jr. Clemson 

Said to have improved his speed after season with 1,187 yards, 17 TDs. 


Jamaal Charles 


Jr. Texa 
With sprinter's speed, capable of so much more ea 831 yards from '06. 


BenJarvus Green-Ellis Sr. Ole Miss 
School found “missing” yard in ofesson to give him exactly 1,000. 


Felix Jones Arkansas 
'|_Had 1,168 yards — 7.6 praton —asa backup to McFadden. 
Jonathan Stewart Oregon 


Will now be featured every which va in Oregon's spread offense. 


Antone Smith Florida State 

Had super spring; new coordinator it finally spark FSU run game. 
C.J. Spiller Clemson 

_As explosive as anyone but will he on ‘the touches? Nearly left for Florida. 


Tyrell Sutton Jr. Northwestern 
Still rushed for 1,000 yards as offense slumped around him last season. 


Ryan Torain Sr. Arizona State 
Dennis Erickson wants a physical ate . Torain provides it. 
Mike Goodso! Texas A&M 

Big 12 Freshman of the Year is wepied option to Jorvorski Lane. 
Allen Patrick Sr. Oklahoma 

Worthy successor to Adrian ae could move Wee higher. 
Javorris James Mia 

Has the bloodlines (Edgerrin's panied is an mes Cass star. 
Kregg Lumpkin Sr. Georgia 

_ Showed late last season that he's fi ee lly over ACL injury. 

Kalvin McRae Ohio 

Lindy's preseason pick for MAC Wear Valuable Player. 


Chris Markey Sr. UCLA 
Rushed for 1 S07 yards in '06; missed spring and work in new offense. 
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RAY RICE 


speak to the group. 

“Tr’s just me, Matt 
Leinart and the Heisman Trophy,” Rice said. 

Leinart is out of the picture now. But Rice, Rutgers’ star running 
back, could be headed for another Heisman photo-op if he can build off 
his record-breaking sophomore season from last fall, when he rushed for 
1,794 yards and 20 touchdowns. 

That’s when his name first crept into Heisman conversation. He 
finished seventh in the balloting. 

“It’s pretty remarkable that I was a candidate last year,” said the 
5-9, 200-pound Rice. “It’s not something I ever really thought about 
until people started asking me.” 

They started asking because Rice set a school single-season rushing 
record in leading Rutgers (yes, Rutgers) to an 11-2 season, the program's 
first bowl victory and a No. 12 final ranking. 

Along the way he tied a school record with seven straight games of 
100 or more rushing yards, topped the 200-yard mark three times, and 
was named Most Outstanding Player of the Texas Bowl. He also earned 
second-team All-American honors. 

Not that any of it was entirely unexpected, since Rice rushed for 
1,120 yards as a true freshman. 

“All along I’ve said he’s a special back,” Rutgers coach Greg Schiano 
said. 

“Ray’s three best traits are his vision, patience and balance. He's fast 
and strong, but there are a lot of fast, strong guys out there. He has a way 
of waiting until something opens up and then accelerating immediately.” 

Another of his strengths is, well, his strength. And durability. Rice, 
who said he never carried more than 120 times in a high school season, 
set a school record with 335 carries last year. 

More impressive to Schiano is that he averaged 5.4 yards during 
those 335 carries. 

“Sometimes I feel it after the game, but I never get tired during the 
game,” said Rice. “The longer the game goes, the stronger I get. I can’t 
explain it.” 

Evidence: Rice averaged 5.9 yards on his carries in the fourth 
quarter and overtime (483 yards on 81 carries). 

“Nothing he does surprises me any more,” said Jeremy Zuttah, the 
Scarlet Knights’ All-Big East offensive tackle. 

Rutgers, which hadn't been to a bowl game since 1978 prior to Rice's 
arrival, has now been to two straight with him as the starting tailback — 
and only missed out on a BCS berth last fall because of a triple-overtime 
loss at West Virginia in the final game of the regular season. 

But Rice easily could have been doing all of this for another Big East 
school — Syracuse — if the football fates hadn’t intervened on Rutgers’ 
behalf. 

He had committed to the Cuse before the school fired long-time 
coach Paul Pasqualoni. Rice re-opened his recruiting and Rutgers 
pursued him aggressively. 

“Things work out for a reason,” he said. “Being at Rutgers is the 
best thing that could have happened to me.” 

No one at Rutgers will argue the point. 

— Tom Luicci 
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Sweed Attracts Pressure 


and Touchdowns 


our Januaries ago, before the start of his redshirt freshman season 
at Texas, receiver Limas Sweed made a curious fashion decision. 
Out was the No. 11 he'd worn during his year on the 
Longhorns scout team. In was the No. 4 vacated by All-American 


7 rn 


TOP RECEIVERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Mario Manningham Michigan 


Jr. 
Averaging 22 yards per catch moog six games before knee injury. 


| DeSean Jackson Cal 
He's not a skyscraper, but he's like ape Bush as a full-time wideout. t 


Earl Bennett Jr. Vanderbilt 
Torrid two years puts him just 48 catches away from SEC career mark. 


Adarius Bowman Sr. Oklahoma State 
Returning all-league player had 14 catches, 300 yards, 4 TDs vs. Kansas. 
Limas Sweed Sr. Texas 
Ever-improving leader of deep WRs corps; All-Big 12 last season. 

| Jarrett Dillard Sr. Ric: 
neni All-American honors in ‘06; 91 catches, 1, 287 yards, 21 TDs. 

Greg Carr Jr. Florida State 

If he learns to run better routes, he could be the next Calvin Johnson. 
Harry Douglas Louisville 


Sr. 
Last seen catching 10 passes for « yards in the Orange Bowl. 
Davone Bess Hawaii 
Zipped Sarre the field for 96 coer, including 15 TDs last season. 


Derek Kinder Pittsburgh 
All-Big East and semifinalist for my eat 's Biletnikoff Award. 


Mario Urrutia Jr. Louisville 

Height (6-6) makes him better NFL prospect than teammate Douglas. 
Marcus Monk Sr. Arkansas 

6-6 touchdown-maker is unstoppable in a crowd of DBs. 

Early Doucet Sr. LSU 

_ Speedster becomes the go-to guy for new Toes quarterback. 
Keenan Burton Sr. entucky 

Amazing 43.5-inch vertical; 77 catches, 1,036 vane 12 TDs in 2006. 
DJ Hall Sr. Alabam; 

Tide will pass more, putting Hall's own season record (1, 056 yards) in danger. 
Percy Harvin So. Florida 

Only a couple on this list might have more raw, a satiate skills. 


Dorien Bryant Sr. urdue 
5-10 and shifty, he led Big Ten in catches (87) ad nd receiving yards (1,068). 


paleo Kelly Jr. Oklahoma 
Ten touchdown catches a year aus who gets him the ball this year? 


James Hard India 
Tall target (6-7 for Kellen Lewis; 10 tb catches in sels of first two years. 


| Sammie Stroughter Oregon State 
_Go-to guy for new QB Sean Canfielts ‘led Pac-10 with 92.4 yards per game. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
-| Travis Beckum Jr. Wisconsin 
Super athlete breaking in new QB after catching 61 passes for 903 yards. 
John Carlson ; Sr. Notre Dame 
Is the safety valve needed for a new me Dame quarterback. 


Martin Rucker Missouri 

Most prolifi ic TE in Mizzou history ai 19 eee but might not be for long. 
Chase Coffman Missouri 

Caught 58 passes and nine TDs ee season as "backup" to Rucker, 


5.| Jacob Tamme Sr. Kentucky 
_/ | Earned first-team All-SEC honors with 32 catches, 386 yards. 


LIMAS SWEED 


wideout Roy Williams. 

Seeing as Sweed was 
a freshman and Williams was the seventh player selected in the NFL 
Draft ... well, the move immediately opened Sweed to ridicule. 

“Everyone laughed at him about wearing that number,” coach Mack 
Brown said. Today, Sweed is the one who is laughing. 

In three seasons, Sweed has blossomed into everything Williams 
used to be for the Longhorns — a big, tall, go-to receiver, a game- 
breaker, and a frequent contributor to the team’s weekly highlight reel. 

He is, in Brown’s words, “a difference-maker every week.” 

As a junior last season, Sweed caught a team-best 46 passes for 
801 yards, developing into a steady security blanket for freshman 
quarterback Colt McCoy. Meanwhile, Sweed’s 12 touchdown receptions 
matched a school single-season record set by — who else? — Williams, 
now a star with the Detroit Lions. 

For Sweed, the record was the cherry on top of a breakthrough 
season in which he emerged as one of the top pass-catchers in the Big 12. 

“Growing up, out of all the guys in college football, I watched Roy 
Williams,” said Sweed, who measures in at a Williams-like 6-5, 219 
pounds. “He fascinated me, every game. I always wanted to do what Roy 
was doing, always wanted to emulate him.” 

Sweed’s be-like-Roy campaign got off to a rocky start. 

In high school, Sweed played tight end in a run-heavy, Wing-T 
offense. He arrived at Texas unable to run a proper pass route, or even 
line up in a proper receiver's stance. 

“We always made fun of him,” recalls fellow receiver Billy Pittman. 

Many a day as a freshman, he left the practice field humiliated. 
Forget being the next Roy Williams. There were times when Sweed 
wondered if he'd ever be a productive college receiver at all. 

When Sweed posted just 23 catches for 263 yards and no TDs as 
a freshman, critics were quick to slap the rarest of labels on him: He was 
deemed a Mack Brown recruiting bust. 

“T felt like I was in over my head,” Sweed said. “I got angry at times. 
I was just really, really lost.” 

Then came the second game of his sophomore season, when Sweed 
finally found himself. With 2:37 to go in Texas’ monumental showdown 
at Ohio State in 2005, Sweed made a leaping, stretching, falling-down 
gtab of a Vince Young pop fly to score the winning touchdown in the 
Longhorns’ 25-22 upset victory. 

“Everything just fell into place for me after that,” Sweed said. 
“Thank God.” 

He finished his sophomore season as the Longhorns’ top wideout, 
notching 36 catches for 545 yards and five TDs, several of them coming 
with a degree of difficulty that would have made Williams proud. 

That was nothing compared to what Sweed produced as a junior. 

“T wanted to make a statement,” Sweed said. “I wanted to show 
everyone that I was for real, that I could be a player.” 

It’s the same attitude Sweed will carry into his senior season. 

He's intent on surpassing his numbers from last year, even his 
record-matching TD total. 

This time, nobody is laughing at him. 

— Jeff McDonald 
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ALL NEW SILVERADO Enjoy a little legroom. Thanks to our new Extended Cab, you get more than anyone else 
MPG, the new Chevy Silverado® is the only full-size pickup to enter the 300/20 Club. So go ahead, lean the seat back. America, 


See, 


out there. And with an available 5.3L V8 that delivers 315 horsepower and an EPA estimated 22 highway oo 


meet your truck at chevy.com THIS IS OUR COUNTRY. THIS IS OUR TRUCK? <= 


= 


Chevy is a trademark of the GM Corp. ©2007 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 1-800-950-2438 or chevy.com 
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Baker’s Goals are both 
Simple and Lofty for USC 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Steve Justice Sr. Wake Forest 
All-ACC in 2006; athleticism works well in misdirection offense. 
Jonathan Luigs Sr. Arkansas 
All-SEC performer who helps make McFadden and Jones look good. 


Cody Wallace Sr. Texas A&M 
Aggie mainstay is the top returning lineman in the entire Big 12. 


John Sullivan Sr. Notre Dame 
Fifth-year player will be only senior on Irish's offensive line. 


Kory Lichtensteiger Sr. Bowling Green 
MAC D-lineman tired of seeing this three-time all-league performer. 


Drew Miller Sr Florida 

Moving to center after earning honors at right guard for national champs. 
Alex Mack Jr Cal 

Was first-team All-Pac-10 last year for league's most prolific offense. 


Antoine Caldwell Jr. Alabama 
Second-team All-SEC last year; part of experienced O-line for Nick Se 


TG 

ee" t 
NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Jeremy Perry Jr. Oregon State 


If he stays, he'll probably be a three-time all-conference player with ease. 


Adam Kraus Sr. Michigan 
First-team All-Big Ten a year ago, as selected by the league coaches. 


Will Arnold Sr. LSU 
Eager for more after missing the majority of last season due to injuries. 


Jordan Grimes Sr. Purdue 
Helped Purdue lead nation in fewest tackles for loss allowed. 


George Robinson Jr. Oklahoma 
The 330-pounder is already rising fast on NFL draft boards. 


Andrew Crummey Sr. Maryland 
Helped Terps allow just 19 sacks, second lowest total in ACC. 


Chilo Rachal Jr. USC 
Unsung all-conference talent on team full of stars. 


Shannon Tevaga Sr. UCLA 
_ Started va consecutive games and leads an experienced line. 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Jake Long Sr. Michigan 
Came back, despite being told he would be a first-round pick in 2007. 


Sam Baker Sr. USC 
Aiming for third consecutive All-American honors. 


Michael Oher Jr. Ole Miss 
Has as much physical presence as any player in the country. 


Barry Richardson Sr. Clemson 
Stalwart on Tigers’ line can play his way into first round of NFL draft. 


Ryan Clady Jr. Boise State 
As we know, nothing mid-major about Boise. NFL can't wait to get him. 


Andre Smith So. Alabama 
Mike Shula's star recruit of 2006 lived up to hype as a true freshman. 


George Bussey Sr. Louisville 
He and center Eric Wood help make Louisville's Top 5 offense possible. 


Kirk Barton Sr. Ohio State 
Could be Buckeyes’ first first-round OT since Orlando Pace in 1997. 
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SAM BAKER 


lready a two-time All-American, USC offensive tackle Sam 
Baker might seem hard-pressed for an encore this season. But 
Baker’s dream season starts off with a simple goal: Stay healthy. 

As improbable as it sounds, Baker was an All-American last season 
despite being bothered by a knee injury he originally suffered two years 
ago. He played with a large piece of loose bone in his knee. 

“Tt affected a lot of stuff I did,” Baker said. 

Few noticed, however, and Baker was a consensus All-American. He 
easily could have turned pro, but he never considered it despite being 
perhaps the top prospect on last year’s USC team. 

“A lot of people might think I would go pro, but | just want to win 
a national championship,” Baker said in the spring. 

“My biggest thing this year is to just fix up my knee. Even now it 
bothers me after the surgery. It was a really big piece of bone. Irs still 
swollen. How much it hurts depends on what week.” 

A player of Baker's caliber would usually be inundated with phone 
calls from agents advising him to go pro early. But Baker said he didn't 
get many calls because his father, Arena Football League commissioner 
David Baker, put the word out he was coming back for his senior season. 

“There's so much he does well, it’s just real smooth and consistent 
watching him,” USC offensive line coach Pat Ruel said. “He's been a 
rock for us on the line the past two seasons and will be again next year.” 

Soft-spoken by nature, Baker is often misunderstood because few see 
how competitive he really is. When USC lost to Texas in the national 
championship game at the end of the 2005 season, Baker showed up at 
his father’s house in the middle of the night and vowed to win another 
title. 

The Trojans fell just short last season, although they defeated 
Michigan in the Rose Bowl. Baker feels the chances are better this 
season. 

“T really think so far this is one of the best teams since I’ve been 
here,” Baker said. “Last year we didn’t know for sure how our quarter- 
back would be, but this year we've got an established quarterback in John 
David (Booty); we know he’s the guy. And most of our defense comes 
back, so we're going to be even better there.” 

Baker graduated in May, so he already has a degree. His graduation 
ceremony was one of the highlights of his year, but it caused him to be 
late to the Playboy All-American team festivities in Arizona. 

“Irs really a cool thing to get that recognition,” Baker said. “It’s 
a really hectic weekend, but it’s a lot of fun.” 

Baker's also got a chance to make history. Despite all the vaunted 
linemen who played for USC, like Bruce Matthews, Tony Boselli, 
Anthony Munoz, and Brad Budde, Baker is in position to become the 
first offensive lineman to be a three-time All-American in USC history. 

“T didn’t know that, but I don’t really like to think about that stuff,” 
Baker said. “I just enjoy the team being successful and winning. 

“1 know I want to get another championship. I remember how 
special that feels and I'd like to experience it one more time.” 


— Scott Wolf 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


lorida’s Derrick Harvey tore Ohio State's offensive line apart in the 
BCS National Championship Game. 
He had three sacks and earned Defensive MVP honors in the 
Gators’ 41-14 rout of the favored Buckeyes, yet in the postgame inter- 
view session, the 6-4, 245-pound redshirt junior defensive end said 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES | 


RKNAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Glenn Dorsey Sr. LSU 
Without his return, LSU wouldn't be No. 2 in ny 's preseason rankings. 
2.) Sedrick Ellis Sr. usc 
; When big guy decided to come back, so did DE Lawrence Jackson. 
Eric Foster Rutgers 
Good-motor player whose speed, at 265 pounds, is devastating. 


4.| Andre Fluellen Sr. Florida State 
Top-notch run-stuffer with 16 career tackles for loss. 


§.| BJ. Raji Sr. Boston | College 
or An immovable 340-pounder whom ACC. Coaches rave about. — 


Frank Okam Sr. Texas” 
| Numbers don't tell the whole soy as the NFL loves this = at 


Keilen Dykes 


" Mitch King 
Not heavy (264 pounds) but looks tke best inner Pine in Big Ten. 


James McClinton Sr. Kansas 
More than a gap-plugger, he made 14.5 tackles for loss last season. 


Jr. fda 


a Owens Jr. 
Had 19 quarterback pressures last season. _ 


Nick Hayden Sr 


“GacdstR 


Wisconsin 


300-pounder has plugged away for 26 consecutive starts. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME ae COMERS 


Calais Campbell Mia 
|_Off-the-charts physically (6-8, 282) ih productive, ee — 10.5 sacks. 


Derrick Harvey Jr. Florida 

_Made Ohio State look silly with three sacks and a fumble recovery. 
Quentin Groves Sr. Auburn 

_ Will also see time at OLB as. aa tinkers with 3-4 front. , 
Chris Long Virginia 
Howie's kid knows how to get to | the ‘OB, too. 


Bruce Davis Sr. UCLA 
Pure ee coming off the edge — 12.5 sacks =a en 


Sr. 
Star high school RB has used his quicks to get 18 eyeet sacks. 


Lawrence Jackson Sr. usc 
Down year, sack-wise, in 2006 but has the potential for double-digits. 
~ Matthew Shaugnessy Jr. Wisconsin 
| Two years after knee surgery, he'll start putting up bigger numbers. 

).| Vernon Gholston Jr. Ohio State 
Only returning ‘starter on line will get plenty of blocking attention. 
Tyson Jackson Jr. LSU 
Nearly 300 pounds at end ... and having no trouble getting to the QB. 
Wallace Gilberry Sr. Alabama 
One of the centerpieces for defensive-minded head coach Nick Saban. 


Joe Clermond Sr Pittsburgh 
Emerged last season as first-year starter with Big East-best 16.5 TFLs. 


Doesnt Say Much, but 
Harvey Doesn't Have To 


DERRICK HARVEY 


barely three sentences. 

After another one- 
sentence, 10-second, monotone answer, UF coach Urban Meyer finally 
had enough. 

“Come on, Harv,” Meyer urged. “Let it go.” 

That got a smile out of Harvey, but it didn’t make his answers any 
longer. As loud as his play is on the field — he was second in the 
Southeastern Conference with 11 sacks — he is practically mute once he 
takes off his pads. 

“When he’s comfortable around people, he'll talk more,” co- 
defensive coordinator Charlie Strong said. “(Wide receiver Cornelius 
Ingram) is his best friend, so he’s probably the guy he talks to more than 
anyone, 

Harvey started his football career with a one-word answer. 

Rich Houchens, the football coach at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School in Greenbelt, Md., first spotted Derrick Harvey in 2002 on 
the basketball court. Houchens watched the 6-2, 185-pounder grab 
a rebound and dunk, and the football coach got excited. Then Houchens 
watched Harvey use a chest bump to shove a player who had taunted 
him, and he got even more excited. 

“The kid went flying,” Houchens said. “Then I saw the look in 
(Harvey's) eyes. It hit another switch. I’m like, ‘Oh, he’s nasty, too. He’s 
got an aggressive side.” 

After the game, Houchens rushed over to Harvey. 

“Come play football,” he said. 

“OK,” Harvey replied. 

Harvey quickly became a starter at tight end and defensive end as 
a junior and burst onto the national scene in the first game of his senior 
season against neighboring Severna Park High School. 

“He had a coming-out party,” Houchens remembered. “He had 
four, maybe five sacks, and I don’t know how the quarterback survived it. 
It looked like (Michael) Strahan coming off the edge. He just came off 
the edge so quick. His first step was so quick and explosive.” 

Harvey racked up 31 sacks as a senior and ended up being rated as 
one of the top five recruits by several recruiting services. Harvey arrived 
in Gainesville in 2004 and needed a redshirt year to adjust to the speed 
of the game while he gained weight and strength. 

“I needed to learn, to get better,” Harvey said. “Everybody helped 
me out a lot. The (defensive) linemen. The OL, too.” 

Harvey had six tackles and one sack as a redshirt freshman in 2005, 
and he started last season slowly. He exploded in UF's fourth game 
against Kentucky, beginning a stretch in which he had at least one sack 
in six consecutive games. 

Don't just chalk that up to the fact he was playing opposite Jarvis 
Moss, a first-round NFL draft pick who had 7.5 sacks last season. The 
defensive staff contends Harvey could turn into one of the best defensive 
ends in school history. 

“He's not a real big kid. He’s 245 pounds, and he's playing 300- 
pound offensive tackles and he’s held his own in there,” co-defensive 
coordinator Greg Mattison said. 

“He's really given us a bonus against the run. ... 
can label him as a pass rusher. He can play all of it.” 


I don’t think you 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


LINEBACKERS 


t's no secret that Ohio State linebacker James Laurinaitis has a famous 
father, Joe, who wrestles as Animal, one of the Road Warriors, aka 
Legion of Doom. 
What’ gone unnoticed until now is that Laurinaitis apparently also 
has a twin brother who plays for the Buckeyes, or at he least did last season. 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


James Laurinaitis Jr. Ohio State 
Wrestler's son won Nagurski Award as first-year Sa cis 


2.| Dan Connor Sr. Pen 
_|_ Moving from outside spot and into spotlight vacated | by Paul | Posluszny. — 


Vince Hall Sr. Virginia Tech 
Surest tackler in the ACC — had 128 of them last season. 
Rey Maualuga Jr. usc 

_ Plays with an attitude; promises to curb it off the field. 


Jasper Brinkley Sr. South Carolina 


Will be flanked this season by his twin brother, Casper (also very good). _ 


~JLem Sr Illinois 
_ Big’ Ter's! leading tackler missed spring because of ankle surgery. _ 


Jonathan Goff Sr. Vanderbilt 
Thought about NFL after being second-team All-SEC as a junior. 


Philip Wheeler Sr Georgia Tech 
Tremendous playmaker who had 14 tackles for loss, nine sacks last year. 


Jord Colorado 


Jordon Dizon Sr. 
Team captain likely will end up in school's top five for careertackles. 


Mike Klinkenborg Sr. lowa 

_ 129 tackles last season ...and an academic All-American, to boot. _ 

Jerod Mayo Jr. Tennessee 

With 83 a 12.5 for loss, he's the leader of one of SEC's best groups. 


Prince So. Alabama 
Rising s Ait ail be defensive signal-caller in new 3-4 scheme. _ 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Keith Rivers Sr. USC 

_ He's a senior, so might get more = attention than his junior LB mates. 
Ali Highsmith LSU 

Big hitter helps give LSU arguably ie top LB crew in the SEC. 


Alvin Bowen Sr. lowa State 
National leader last season with 12. 4 tackles oh game. 


Erin Henderson Marylan 
Just keeps making tackles (114 last eas like big Ser EJ. did. 


Wesley Woodyard Sr. Kentuc! icky 
Heart of Kentucky's defense made = tackles last year, was All-SEC. 


- Xavier Adibi Virginia Tech 


Most disruptive and dangerous ceimer for | Hokies" ' top-rated D. 


Bo Ruud Sr. Nebraska 


All-Big 12 hometown kid once committed to NU ah two et al early. 


lan Campbell Kok 
Had 11. "5 Sacks last year, but moves from DE to OL 1 in ‘witch 103-4, 


Malik Jackson Sr. Louisville 
Playmaker's season highlight: -_ return for TD vs. West Virginia. 


Spencer Larsen Arizon 
' ree might be the happiest guy in ‘ooibal he! Ss ave ‘round the ball, too. 


~ Brian Cushing Jr. USC 
_ Physical eee has to share tackles with Rivers, Maualuga. 


Sr. _ Ohio State 


Laurinaitis Uses Unsatisfying 
Finish to Target Improvement 


James Laurinaitis 


Thats who 
Laurinaitis must be 
talking about when he grades the guy who wore the No. 33 jersey, 
started every game in the middle of the OSU defense and won the 
Nagurski Award as the nation’s best defensive player. 

“Best defensive player in college football? I can’t really believe that,” 
Laurinaitis said, “because I look at film and there are so many things I 
think I could have done better. I think, probably, it was a team award 
and they just decided to give it to me.” 

It’s not as if the Buckeyes were swimming in defensive All-Ameri- 
cans last season. Laurinaitis was it in the season following the loss of nine 
defensive starters, including luminaries A.J. Hawk, Bobby Carpenter and 
Anthony Schlegel. 

Those three gave OSU what was 
widely acknowledged as the nation’s best 
trio of linebackers in 2005. 

Laurinaitis’ production — team-bests 
of 115 tackles, three forced fumbles and 
five interceptions, the most by an Ohio 
State linebacker in 20 years — helped turn what was supposed to be a 
suspect defense into one of the country’s best yet again in 2006. 

That earned him considerable attention as a Lombardi, Butkus and 
Outland candidate this season. 

“Obviously, you don’t want to disappoint people, but you can’t focus 
on that,” Laurinaitis said. 

“I’m a firm believer in (the saying), “We're not going to focus on 
accomplishments, we're going to focus on improvements.’ I love that 
quote and it’s true — you have to focus on the stuff you can get better 
at, because you're never as good as you think you are.” 


For more of Lindy’s 
All-American rankings, 
visit 
www.lindyssports.com 


It’s easy for Laurinaitis to take that view because the freshest 
memories he has are of the Buckeyes allowing 80 points in their final 
two games of last season. 

The 39 points Michigan scored in the regular-season finale don’t 
sting as bad, because OSU won that game. But the 41 Florida put up in 
the BCS national championship game still haunts the Buckeyes’ defense. 

“If chat doesn’t motivate you, I don’t know what would,” 
said. “Ending the year like that doesn’t allow anyone to feel great about 


Laurinaitis 


anything. We each have to do whatever we can to make sure that never 
happens again.” 

Laurinaitis had 15 stops against the Gators, so he could point 
fingers at his teammates. Instead, he targets no shortage of areas in which 
he can improve in 2007. 

“Reading (plays) faster, getting to the quarterback better, being more 
physical, there’s a lot of stuff,” he said. “I’m a perfectionist, so I'm going 
to stick with everything.” 

Carpenter, a first-round choice of the Dallas Cowboys, thinks 
Laurinaitis may be short-changing himself with that evaluation. 

“The way he’s worked, the way he’s picked things up ... his stats 
really speak for themselves,” Carpenter said. “He was on a great defense 
and he was the focal point of that defense. His big plays, most of them, 
came at crucial times that really turned the tide.” 

— Jason Steele 
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PLAYER RATINGS ' 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


he apartment has been emptied, the class load considerably 
lightened, the boxing put on a back shelf. These days, Notre 
Dame safety Tom Zbikowski has a one-track mind, his focus 
singularly trained on improving his play on the football field. 
The determination is partially born of disappointment. 
In 2005, as a junior, Zbikowski seemed to have a homing device for 


a ees 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Antoine Cason Sr. Arizona 
Taking place along other UA great CBs — Darryll Lewis, Chris McAlister. 


Dwight Lowery Sr. San Jose State 
Came out of nowhere to pick off nine passes, earn All-American honors. 


Brandon Flowers Jr. Virginia Tech 
Every top-rated defense comes complete with a shut-down corner 


Aqib Talib Jr. Kansas 

Six INTs and 22 pass break-ups en route to all-conference honors. 

Paul Oliver Sr. Georgia 

Helped the Dawgs hold Calvin Johnson to only two catches last season. 


Simeon Castille Sr. Alabama 
Had two two-INT games last season en route to All-SEC honors. 


Malcolm Jenkins Jr. Ohio State 
Worthy of carrying the banner for Ohio State’s great cornerback tradition. 


Tony Carter Jr. Florida State 
Seminoles’ top cover corner in at least several years. 


Terrell Thomas Sr. USC 
Returned from 2008 injury to make oa all over the field for USC. 


Jack Ikegwuonu Wisconsin 
First-team All-Big Ten has height (6- “A and serious recovery speed. 


DeJuan Tribble Sr. Boston College 
Returned three of his seven interceptions last season for touchdowns. 


Terrence Wheatley Sr. Colorado 
Was one of only four non-seniors who made first-team All-Big 12. 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Kenny Phillips Jr. Miami 
Just needs to stay healthy (unlike last year) to earn top billing. 
Jonathan Hefney Sr. Tennessee 
Has corner skills, can make the tackle anywhere and is an ace returner. 
Tom Zbikowski Sr. Notre Dame 
Fifth-year senior came back to improve on disappointing junior season. 
Derek Pegues Jr. Mississippi State 
Moving to safety after having three TDs a year ago — two on punt returns. 
Chris Horton Sr. UCLA 
Made a team-high 95 tackles in revamped UCLA defense. 


Josh Barrett Sr. Arizona State 
At 230 pounds, he has been timed as Sun Devils’ fastest player. 


Eric Wicks Sr. West Virginia 
Especially dangerous near the line of scrimmage; seven sacks in '06. 


Taylor Mays So. USC 
Has great size (6-4, 225) and you know if he's at USC, he isn't slow. 


Jamal Lewis Sr. Georgia Tech 
Took to the position, earning All-ACC honors after moving from corner. 


10.| Myron Rolle So. Florida State 
_ Did not disappoint, starting 10 games at rover as true freshman. 


Anthony Scirrotto Sr. Penn State 
Led the Big Ten with six interceptions, including one vs. Vols in bowl. _ 


Quintin Demps Jr. UTEP 
Led C-USA with seven INTs, and is a threat on kick returns. 


Zbikowski Zeroes In for Irish 


the football and 

a magnetic attraction to 
the end zone, coming P E 
up with a team-high five . : 
thieiereot, forcing Tom Zbikowski 
one fumble, and 
returning two punts and two interceptions for touchdowns. 

He helped preserve a 17-10 victory over Michigan with a key 
interception. Against Tennessee, he returned both a punt and an inter- 
ception for touchdowns, made nine tackles and had one sack. 

He finished the year with 71 tackles, fourth on the team. 

In 2006, however, Zbikowski saw his numbers slip — he returned 
only one kick for a touchdown — and his impact became muted. 

Why? 

“The reasons why are just all excuses. You've got to just look at it the 
way it is on film, and just correct it,” Zbikowski said. “That's the biggest 
thing I’ve been working on with (defensive backs) Coach (Bill) Lewis 
and Coach (Corwin) Brown, just watching some extra film, not making 
excuses for why things happen.” 

So instead of leaving with the rest of his incoming class and throw- 
ing his hat into the NFL Draft, Zbikowski chose to return for a fifth year 
at Notre Dame. 

Gone is teammate, roommate and partner-in-crime Jeff Samardzija, 
the wide receiver/pitcher who started spring in the Cubs’ minor league 
system, Gone is Brady Quinn, the golden-armed quarterback turned Top 
10 NFL Draft pick. Gone is secondary mate Chinedum Ndukwe, with 
whom Zbikowski roamed the backfield for the past two seasons. 

What remains is a stripped-down life, one from which Zbikowski 
has tried to banish any and all distractions. 

For one thing, “I’ve got a lighter load because I was on pace to 
graduate in three-and-a-half years,” Zbikowski said. 

As for boxing, Zbikowski, who last summer fought a professional 
bout at Madison Square Garden in New York, hung up his gloves after a 
March 6 exhibition charity bout in South Bend. 

“T don't think there’s any question Tommy did what he did in 
boxing because ... he’s reached the point in his athletic career where he’s 
made a decision that this game of football is important to him,” Lewis 
said. “He wants to have the best year he can possibly have. It’s really 
a focusing.” 

How much room is there for improvement in Zbikowski’s game? 

“T think that he's capable of raising his level of performance kind of 
across the board. If had to point to an area it would be in his playmak- 
ing ability versus the passing game,” Lewis said. “I really think there's 
a significant upside to him.” 

There’s upside to the Irish as well, Zbikwoski said. 

With the departures of Quinn, Samardzija, right tackle Ryan Harris 
and defensive end Victor Abiamiri, many are expecting the Irish, after 
two consecutive trips to Bowl Championship Series games, to suffer 
a drop-off in 2007. 

Zbikowski insists it won't happen. 

“We're going to have games like always,” Zbikowski said. “Just 
because we lose a couple of people doesn’t mean we can’t win.” 


— Avani Parel 
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Cal's Jackson Outruns 
Coverage on Way to History 


TOP KICKERS 


Arthur Carmody Sr. Louisville 
Reigning Groza Award winner has never missed beyond 40 yards. 


Alexis Serna Sr. Oregon State 
2005 Groza winner hit a school-record 58-yard field goal last season. 


Sam Swank Jr. Wake Forest 
Hit 5 of 7 from beyond 50 last year, and is a heck of a punter, too. 


Jeremy Ito Sr. Rutgers 
Hits from beyond 50 ... and gets bonus points for being clutch. 


Garrett Hartley Sr. Oklahoma 
Missed once in 20 FG tries last year ... and that was blocked at Oregon. 


Taylor Mehihaff Sr. Wisconsin 
Accuracy, range and he led Big Ten kickers in touchbacks last season. 


Brandon Coutu Sr. Georgia 


Dawgs missed him badly when he sat out seven games with bad hammy. 


- Jeff Wolfert Jr. Missouri 
Missed only twice in 20 field goal attempts, with a long of 54. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Durant Brooks Sr. Georgia Tech 
Averaged 45.5 yards per punt last season; had a net 42.0 yards in ACC. 


Britton Colquitt Jr. Tennessee 
The kicking Colquitt family has another good one (44.9-yard average). 


Chris Miller Jr. Ball State 
His 46.3-yard average is tops among returning punters. 


Ken DeBauche Sr, Wisconsin 
Trying to get back to 2005 average of 44.8 yards per attempt. 


Matt Fodge Jr. Oklahoma State 
Second-team All-Big 12 last season behind Baylor's Daniel Sepulveda. 


Andrew Larson Sr. Cal 
Returning All-Pac-10 punter led league in net average (38.3). 


Justin Brantly Jr. Texas A&M 
His 44.3-yard average ranked 10th nationally last season. 


Geoffrey Price Sr. Notre Dame 
Averaged 45.4 yards last season; has improved as directional punter. 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


DeSean Jackson Jr. Cal 
Five punt returns for touchdowns in two years ... take that, Reggie Bush. 


Percy Harvin So. Florida 
Whatever Urban Meyer can think up on offense, Harvin can handle it. 


Rafael Little Sr. Kentucky 
Missed four games, and still had 1,405 all-purpose yards. 
C.J. Spiller So. Clemson 
Whatever way he gets the ball, it’s a highlight waiting to happen. 


Damon Nickson Sr. Middle Tennessee 
All-conference safety also returned two kickoffs for touchdowns in ‘06. 


Darrell Blackman Sr. N.C. State 

Breakaway threat at WR and on returns, with TDs on a punt and kick. 
Marcus Thigpen Jr. Indiana 

Good rusher, pass catcher; great on kick returns (three for TDs in 2006). 


Anthony Alridge Sr. Houston 
Averaged 10.1 yards per carry last year after coming back from injury. 
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DeSean Jackson 


tanding back there alone — the punt coming at him, the 

coverage team bearing down and the stadium holding its 

collective breath — Cal’s DeSean Jackson does not think about 
the gunners, the wall, the seams or the end zone. 

“My focus,” he said, “is only on catching the ball. Then, after I do 
that, I let my natural ability take over.” 

And Jackson might have as much natural ability as any punt 
returner in college football history. 

Consider: 

* He leads all active players with five punt return touchdowns, three 
shy of the NCAA record — and he’s only a junior this season. 

* He has returned just 26 punts in his career, which means he 
averages a touchdown nearly once in every five returns. 

* He was the first-team Associated Press All-American punt returner 
last season and won the inaugural Randy Moss Award given to the 
nation’s top return man. 

“He's the best I’ve had,” said Cal special teams coach Pete Alamar, 
“and I coached Dennis Northcutt.” Northcutt, of the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, has returned three punts for touchdowns in the NFL. 

Jackson, who attended Long Beach Poly High School and chose Cal 
over USC, is more than a brilliant punt returner. He’s also one of the 
nation’s top receivers, a playmaker in the mold of Reggie Bush or Ted 
Ginn Jr. — someone who can change a game at any moment, from any 
place on the field. 

All Jackson did last year as a wideout was catch 59 passes, average 18 
yards a reception and score nine touchdowns. In 24 career games, he has 
21 TDs. 

Jackson looks like the best player in the Pacific-10 Conference, and, 
given enough opportunities as a receiver and returner, could make a run 
at the Heisman Trophy. He certainly won't have much trouble generating 
highlights. 

However dangerous he is as a receiver, the 6-0, 166-pound Jackson 
is at his breathtaking best as a punt returner. He has first-class speed, the 
vision to spot seams in the coverage, and the lateral quickness to elude 
the first wave of tacklers. 

Jackson also does a terrific job setting up his blockers. Last season, 
he fielded a punt against Oregon, took a few steps to his left to lure the 
coverage in that direction, then quickly cut to his right. With the wall 
waiting for him, Jackson raced into the end zone for a 65-yard touch- 
down. 

“That's the biggest thing, getting to the wall,” he said. “But there are 
no guarantees. I just have to react to the situation.” 

Jackson's biggest obstacle might be his own reputation. The Bears 
expect opponents to avoid him as often as possible. But as coach Jeff 
Tedford said, “It’s not as easy as you think to kick the ball away.” 

Texas A&M proved that in the Holiday Bowl, when the Aggies 
attempted to kick away from Jackson but ended up shanking a punt for 
zero net yards. Cal took over at the A&M 41 and was in the end zone 
four plays later. 

“One of the things DeSean does,” Alamar said, “is make teams pay 
for their mistakes.” 


— Jon Wilner 
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Ul : ae a COMING. 


Bo Oe CLICK-CLACK ... It's the last sound you hear before the 
: crowd and the bamd, the coaches and the cheerleaders 


PHOTO MARK S. HAWKINS/ICON SMI 


West Virginia’s dynamic duo of Pat White (5) and Steve 
Slaton are nearly unstoppable on the ground. 


(Se ee EE ee SS ST 

Disclaimer: This category is always tricky. 

Here's how it works: You have to have standouts 
at quarterback and running back. Which is why you 
won't see Arkansas (hmmm ... maybe Darren 
McFadden should play quarterback full time) and why 
there is no Clemson, which has the shifty and nifty 
runners but, alas, a rookie quarterback. 

What we're looking for are All-American 
candidates at both spots. Let’s see ... like Michigan, 
yes ... and West Virginia ... even better! 

QB Pat White and RB Steve Slaton are the rocket 
fuel in the Mountaineers’ offense, combining to rush 
for 34 touchdowns and nearly 3,000 yards last 
season. They each had a pair of 200-yard games on 
the ground. 

There's nothing to think that they won't reach — 
or exceed — those numbers this year. And they'll be 
the most exciting duo while doing it. 


On ee 

In just about any other year, QB Chad Henne and 
RB Mike Hart — along with highly rated talent in 
reserve — would be the top backfield. H&H should be 
taking a big eraser to the Michigan record book this 
fall ... assuming good health, of course. Hart is 794 
yards away from setting the school’s rushing record, 
and Henne, sitting at a heavenly 7,777 yards is about 
a half season away from the passing mark. 


we SE 

The Trojans have the most talented backfield in 
terms of five-star depth, but we can’t pick them No. 1 
in everything (although you can't tell by our defensive 
unit rankings). Anyway, USC has the Heisman 
candidate quarterback in John David Booty and has 
hoarded so many elite running backs that you wonder 
if Pete Carroll has some weird form of football 
kleptomania. Thing is, none of the backs has yet to 
accomplish college greatness. 


Se] 
Baby-faced Colt McCoy channeled the spirit of 

a grizzled veteran last season, throwing for a school- 

record 29 touchdowns as a redshirt freshman. Coach 

Mack Brown was thrilled with McCoy’s improvement 

in the spring. Speedy Jamaal Charles should shine at 


running back as he takes his new role as the featured 
back and runs with it. 


If that was the real Erik Ainge last year (and not 
the one from the 2005 season), then many good 
things will follow for the Vols, trying to win the East 
during a window when Florida is reloading. Coach 
Phillip Fulmer can ride whatever hot feet he wants at 
tailback, choosing among LaMarcus Coker, Arian 
Foster and Montario Hardesty. 


QB Stephen McGee hits like a linebacker, 
274-pound Jorvorskie Lane hits like a pulling guard 
and Mike Goodson ... well, you have to catch him to 
find out. 


QB Brian Brohm will put on an audition for the 
No. 1 pick in the NFL draft, while a mix-and-match 
backfield suits any situation. 


NFL-sized QB Andre Woodson blossomed 
as a junior, and RB Rafael Little should come up 
1,000-yards big as he has in the past. 


Matt Ryan is the best quarterback in the ACC. 
L.V. Whitworth and Andre Callender combined for 
more than 1,400 rushing yards. They're all seniors. 


Versatile QB Chase Daniel can pass and run his 
way through the Big 12. Tony Temple is the leading 
returning rusher in the league. 


RECEIVERS 


There is 5-11 senior Harry Douglas, who is fast 
and shifty and always finds the open spaces. He did 
that often enough last season to set a school record 
with 1,265 yards. 

Then there is the NFL prototype go-get-it 
receiver — 6-6 junior Mario Urrutia, who was a mere 


Y6 Linoy’s SPORTS ANNUALS 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2007 


27 yards short of joining Douglas in the 1,000-yard 
club last season. Urrutia projects as a 2009 first- 
rounder ... unless he decides to be a 2008 first-. 
rounder. 

Then there is a bit of a wild card in 6-3 senior 
Patrick Carter, a former Georgia Tech 
quarterback/returner whose athletic skills weren't 
fully on display last season because of an ankle 
injury. He can be super. 

And, yeah, Louisville has tight ends who produce 
like receivers, too. Gary Barnidge averaged 16.5 yards 
on 31 catches. 


2. FLORIDA 


Urban Meyer has the do-it-all receivers, to go 
along with the do-everything quarterback, who make 
the shotgun-spread so much fun to watch. The bonus 
is that Andre Caldwell (129 career catches) came back 
for his senior season, helping show the way to 
sophomore Percy Harvin (although he already seems 
to have discovered the path to the end zone). 
Sophomore Jarred Fayson will get a workout, and 
junior Louis Murphy was a spring star. Cornelius 
Ingram, a bigger tight-end type, will be busy, too. 


3. CAL 


SS 
The Bears are going on their third season with 
the same productive trio — DeSean Jackson, Lavelle 
Hawkins and Robert Jordan. They combined for 
151 catches for 2,236 yards and 18 touchdowns last 
season — and that was with Nate Longshore still 
tiptoeing through his first season as the starter. 


4. OKLAHOMA 


Sure, they have to worry about who is going to 
get them the ball, but there are options galore as 
13 of 14 players who caught a pass last season are 
back. The headliner is junior Malcolm 
Kelly, who doesn't need a perfect pass 
because he’s 6-4 and has a knack for 
leaping, reaching or otherwise 
contorting to make the catch. 


5. KENTUCKY 


EE) 
A Top 10 backfield for Kentucky 

and a Top 5 group of receivers? Parity 
has arrived. The Wildcats earn their way 
onto this list with Keenan Burton (77 
catches, 1,036 yards, 12 TDs) and Dicky 
Lyons Jr. (50 for 822) and the SEC’s top 
tight end, Jacob Tamme. 


6. ALABAMA 


DJ Hall and Keith Brown are a nice 
security blanket for not-yet-30 offensive 
coordinator Major Applewhite, who has 
ample depth to rotate through the 
wideout positions. 


7. MICHIGAN 


Mario Manningham doesn't have 
trouble getting open, no matter the 
circumstances. It would be nice, 
though, if Adrian Arrington (40 catches 
last season) escaped from the spring 
doghouse. 


8. HAWAII 


The trio of Davone Bess, Jason Rivers and 
Ryan Grice-Mullen combined for 3,168 yards and 
36 touchdowns last season. 


9. VIRGINIA TECH 


A share-the-wealth group, and it seems as if 
Eddie Royal, Josh Morgan, Justin Harper and Josh 
Hyman have been there as long as Frank Beamer. 


10. PENN STATE 


The opposite of Hawaii. Not eye-popping 
numbers, but Derrick Williams, Deon Butler and 
Jordan Norwood are weapons. 


TOP 
10 


OFFENSIVE 
LINES 


1. MICHIGAN 


This ranking made possible by left tackle Jake 
Long's decision to return for his senior season. A high 
first-round pick protecting the valuable backside of 
quarterback Chad Henne is a great place to start. 

There’s more, of course. With Michigan linemen, 
there always is. Adam Kraus is among the finest 
guards in the country, and right guard Alex Mitchell 
has been through the Big Ten battles. 

Another star is on the way, as sophomore center 


Jake Long returns for his senior year 
and anchors the Michigan line. 
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Justin Boren is coming off a spring in which he 
looked like he could dominate. 


2. USC 


This ranking made possible by left tackle Sam 
Baker's decision to return for his senior season. A high 
first-round pick protecting the valuable backside of 
quarterback John David Booty is a great place to start. 

Yes, there is more here, too. Junior right guard 
Chilo Rachal was a second-team All-Pac-10 choice 
last year; starter Drew Radovich moves from left 
guard to right tackle and oft-injured (and talented) 
Jeff Byers will help somewhere in the interior. 


3. TEXAS A&M 


Everything is coming together for the Aggies, 
who expect to feature five seniors in the starting 
lineup, four of whom are returning starters. The other, 
guard Chris Yoder, has 29 games of experience. 
Senior center Cody Wallace and guard Kirk Elder are 
all-star candidates. 


4. OREGON STATE 


Four starters return, including first-team All-Pac- 
10 guard Jeremy Perry, second-team all-league center 
Kyle DeVan and fourth-year starter Roy Schuening. 
That all makes a new starting quarterback very happy. 


5. RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights didn’t go crazy with the pass 
last season, but it’s still impressive that the line allowed 
only eight sacks, the fewest in the nation. Plus, there 
were all those holes for Ray Rice. Three starters return, 
and tackles Jeremy Zuttah and Pedro Sosa each earned 
postseason honors from the Big East. 


6. ALABAMA 


As ahigh school senior, left tackle Andre Smith 
announced his college choice by pulling a houndstooth 
hat from under a table. If that didn’t endear him to 
Bama fans, his play as a true freshman did. All five 
starters return. 


7. OKLAHOMA 


Three full-time starters return for the Sooners, 
and junior college transfer Phil Loadholt joins the 
lineup. A “load” indeed. He’s 6-8, 360. 


8. LOUISVILLE 


Left tackle George Bussey and center Eric Wood 
are two of the top linemen in the Big East, helping the 
Cardinals get a Top 10 ranking in this position group, 
too. 


9. FLORIDA 


eT 

The one area of the Gators not hit hard by 
departures, including left tackle Phil Trautwein and 
center Drew Miller, shifting from guard. 


10. OHIO STATE 


SS SS Se 
The Buckeyes have bookends — tackles Kirk 
Barton and Alex Boone — who will be vying for all- 
conference honors. 
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DEFENSE 
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Is it even remotely possible that a team could 
have the best group of defensive linemen, linebackers 
and defensive backs in the country? Well, kids, it is 
if you've been recruiting like Pete Carroll. 

This position group will start a trend, as the 
Trojans, at every level of defense, have the finest 
collections of talent. On the line, it starts with All- 
American defensive tackle Sedrick Ellis, and end 
Lawrence Jackson has the ability to be so honored 
as well. Both are seniors. 

Junior tackle Fili Moala is another imposing 
presence. Junior end Kyle Moore ended spring as 
a No. 1, but he might just be keeping the position 
warm for true freshman Everson Griffin, considered in 
some circles to be the top recruit in the country. 

See, that's the way Carroll has been recruiting. 


NT ae ST 

The Tigers have an (almost) legitimate case for 
having the top defensive line. LSU tackle Glenn 
Dorsey and end Tyson Jackson pretty much cancel 
out their Trojan counterparts. And if the Trojans want 
to compare blue-chip recruits, then the Tigers happily 
will lead with sophomore tackle Al Woods. 

LSU has big, versatile, talented parts here, and 
aggressiveness under coordinator Bo Pelini that is 
rarely matched. Maybe we can see USC’s and LSU’s 
D-lines in action in the national title game ... that’s 
what we really want. 


ese Se SS 
Defensive tackle Eric Foster is the emotional 

leader of the team, and he earned first-team 
All-American honors last season from the Football 
Writers Association of America. Jamal Westerman 
(8.5 sacks last season) is set at one end, and George 
Johnson is promising on the other side. Typical of the 
whole team, there is now quality depth. 


a ne a 
The Gamecocks added so much new talent on the 
defensive line in the spring that they could afford to 
move talented end Capser Brinkley to outside 
linebacker. All the other starters return, but it’s still 
a mad dash for playing time as prep school transfers 
Ladi Ajiboye and Clifton Geathers showed they're ready. 


Pass-rusher Quentin Groves is expected to play 
some outside ‘backer when Auburn uses a 3-4 this 
season, but, for these purposes, we'll consider him 
a lineman. A fast, scary, get-to-the-quarterback 
lineman. The Tigers have options because emerging 
players inside could allow 287-pound sophomore 
Sen’Derrick Marks to go to end. 


Slowed by injuries last season, but each starter 
is entering his third season as a starter. With better 
luck in the health department, this will be the best 
pass-rushing unit in the Big Ten. 


The Seminoles have had four first-round NFL 
Draft picks from their defensive line this decade. 
Another possibility in the pipeline is senior DT Andre 
Fluellen. 


Bruce Davis loses tag-team end Justin Hickman 
— they each had 12.5 sacks last season — but 
everyone else is back. Seniors Kevin Brown and 
Brigham Harwell man the middle. 
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Senior Tommy Blake leads the way, but 
classmate and fellow end Chase Ortiz has been first- 
team All-Mountain West the past two seasons as well. 


eg eG 

Three starters return from a line that allowed 
only four opponents last season to gain more than 
300 yards. 


LINEBACKERS 


This one really isn’t close. Each Trojans starter is 
a candidate for All-American honors. Nobody else has 
that. 

It's as USC assistant coach Sam Anno said, 
“We've got three guys who can be superstars.” 

There is no beginning or ending point to the 
linebacker group; it’s just all one, big, fast blur headed 


USC’s eeiick Ellis 5 (49) a and awranes Jackson (96) lead 
a hard-charging Trojan defensive line. 
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toward some poor sap with the football. The 
individual numbers won't wow anybody, but nowhere 
in the nation is the competition for tackles as fierce as 
itis on the USC defense. 

Senior Keith Rivers (85 tackles, three forced 
fumbles) is on the weak side, and junior Rey 
Maualuga (78 tackles) is in the middle. They were 
both first-team All-Pac-10. Brian Cushing, a junior, 
goes full time on the other side. 

“No doubt, this is the best position on the team,” 
coach Pete Carroll said. 


2. VIRGINIA TECH 


Only three of 13 opponents last season managed 
more than 13 points against the Hokies, and Vince 
Hall and Xavier Adibi were at the head of that effort — 
and have been for years. Together, they had 210 
tackles, including 17 for loss, five forced fumbles and 
three interceptions. 


3. OHIO STATE 


The defense rallied around middle linebacker 
James Laurinaitis last season as the first-year starter 
won the Bronco Nagurski Trophy, given to the nation’s 
most outstanding defender. He intercepted five passes 
and forced three fumbles. Speedy Marcus Freeman is 
back, too, and Larry Grant should carry on at the 
other spot. 


4. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Jasper and Casper Brinkley are the best set of 
football-playing twins with rhyming names in the 
country. Ah, heck, they might be the best linebacker 
duo in the SEC. They are one letter apart in name and 
a few feet closer on the field this season, with Casper 
moving from end to OLB. They had a combined 
28 tackles for loss, including 12 sacks last season. 
Sophomore Rodney Paulk is no slouch, either. 


5. PENN STATE 


Dan Connor is taking the place of Paul Posluszny 
in the middle and he likely will take Poz’s place in the 
record book as Penn State's all-time leading tackler. 
Which is saying something. Sean Lee will play 
a strong second-fiddle to Connor on the outside. 


| 


Senior Ali Highsmith, a returning All-SEC player, 
and junior Darry Beckwith are the leaders of an 
experienced group that can really fly. 


7. OREGON STATE 


Three starters return for the Beavers, including 
two-time second-team All-Pac-10 Derrick Doggett 
(hey, it's hard to be first-team all-league with those 
"SC guys there) and Alan Darlin. 


8. TENNESSEE 


Jerod Mayo, Ryan Karl and Rico McCoy are three 
good reasons why the Vols should unseat linebacker- 
deprived Florida in the SEC East. 


9. NEBRASKA 


The high-level play of senior Bo Ruud is a given, 
and Steve Octavien and Corey McKeon just need to 


USC cornerback Terrell 
Thomas is another Trojan 
defensive stalwart. 


stay healthy. Octavien will be used as a pass-rusher 
supreme. 


10. IOWA 


Mike Klinkenborg picked up last season where 
Chad Greenway and Abdul Hodge left off in 2005. 
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1. USC 


The Trojans finish the defensive sweep of the 
position rankings with a flourish. The starting 
secondary returns intact, and two other players have 
starting experience. 

Now, don’t go running to the NCAA stats. USC 
was right in the middle range of Division I-A pass 
defense last season, allowing 204.8 yards per game. 
Nothing special there ... until you consider the 
Trojans played nine games in the pass-happy Pac-10, 
and two more against quarterbacks who could air 
it out — Brady Quinn and Chad Henne. 

Bear in mind that USC was 22nd nationally in 
passing efficiency defense, which is significantly 
better than its rank in yards allowed, and that number 
should improve again because of experience, depth 
and a return to the turnover-forcing machine typical 
of Pete Carroll's defenses. 

As for the players, cornerback Terrell Thomas 
and strong safety Kevin Ellison are the leaders, with 
6-4 sophomore Taylor Mays a former future star who 
has arrived at free safety. Cary Harris is back at the 
other corner spot, with safety Josh Pinkard and 
corner Kevin Thomas, both of whom missed most of 
last season due to injuries, challenging for time. 


2. OKLAHOMA 


If there is something the Stoops brothers know, 
it's how to recruit and coach defensive backs. Check 
out head coach Bob at Oklahoma (and then check out 
head coach Mike and defensive coordinator Mark at 
Arizona further down the list). 

The Sooners have stockpiled seven players with 
Starting experience, including three who earned 
second-team All-Big 12 honors last season — 
Marcus Walker, Reggie Smith and Nic Harris. 


3. MIAMI 


Secondary is Miami’s best and deepest position, 
although that will be tested with safety Anthony 
Reddick, a former freshman sensation out for the 
season because of a torn ACL in his left knee. He 
missed most of last season because of an ACL tear in 
his right knee. Still, the ‘Canes have Lindy’s top- 
ranked safety (junior Kenny Phillips) and their usual 
assortment of athleticism. 


4. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs were second in the SEC with 
19 interceptions, and bring back Paul Oliver, who gets 
the nod over Alabama's Simeon Castille as the best 
cover man in the SEC. Safety Kelin Johnson is the 
enforcer. 


5. ARIZONA 


Teams might stay away from Lindy’s No.1 
cornerback, senior Antoine Cason, but quarterbacks 
will find another fourth-year starter — Wilrey 
Fontentot — on the other side. Dominic Patrick is 
back at safety, where there is ample talent to fill the 
Wildcats’ frequent nickel package. 


6. VIRGINIA TECH 


Cornerback Brandon Flowers was All-ACC last 
season. On the other side, Victor “Macho” Harris can't 
afford to be bad with that nickname. 


7. FLORIDA STATE 


Myron Rolle is the top free safety in the 
sophomore class, and junior corner Tony Carter gives 
FSU lock-down ability. 


8. LSU 


The Tigers were super at safety last year. Those 
guys are gone, and the secondary’s assets are now 
strongest at cornerback with Jonathan Zenon and 
Chevis Jackson. 


9. RUTGERS 


Safeties Courtney Greene and Ron Girault are 
All-Big East players. Girault is entering his fourth 
season as a starter; Greene is a fearsome hitter. The 
McCourty twins (Devin and Jason) are solid at corner. 


10. SOUTH FLORIDA 


Trae Williams was an All-Big East selection in 
2006, and fellow cornerback Mike Jenkins can pretty 
much run down anyone from behind. 
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ILLUSTRATION BY TIM WILLIAMS 


EVERYBODY GETS ANOTHER 
GAME ... SORT OF By Anthony Gimino 


Remember those “hurry-up-and-run-the-clock” rule changes that were 
installed last season? Never mind. 

Basically, the Football Rules Committee realized that those goofy rules were 
designed for people who didn’t like football ... and so they gave us the equiva- 
lent of a game back. 

We still have 12 regular-season games to watch each fall, but the 15 minutes 
“saved” for each game by the lousy rule changes add up to what amounts to 
enough snaps for one complete game of football. And they've given us those 
plays back. 

An average of seven plays per game per team, times 12 games, hmmm, carry 
the one... that’s 84 more offensive snaps for your favorite team! 

The silly notion that the clock should start on a change of possession when 
the ball is placed down by the referees, and when they say “go” on kickoffs 
(rather than when the ball is touched by the receiving team), became apparent 
very quickly in 2006. We're glad that the powers that be showed they actually 
like football enough to correct themselves. 


Overall, the Division I-A average was 
64 plays per team last season, although 
some games were so short that Auburn 
ran just 37 plays against Georgia. 

“T just think those timing rules were 
so flawed because they didn’t add to 
the strategic nature of the game,” said 
San Jose State coach Dick Tomey, 
pointing out that mostly it just made 
it more difficult for teams to come 
from behind in the fourth quarter. 

This is a big deal for offense, for 
fan excitement, for record-breaking. 
Take Texas sophomore quarterback 
Colt McCoy as an example, and follow 
along with our rough math. 

The Longhorns passed 43.4 percent 
of the time last season. With 84 more 
plays this season, McCoy presumably 
would attempt 36 more passes. He 
averaged 8.1 yards per attempt last 
year ... which all means he should 
throw for 291 extra yards just 
because of the rules changes. 

So, if he stays for three seasons 
(and assuming bowl games) the clock 
rules should add 1,000 yards to his 
career total. 

Our calculator almost blew a fuse 
when we tried to punch in the figures 
for Hawaii's Colt Brennan, before 
spitting out 560 more passing yards 
with those extra snaps. 


The new timing rules will boost Colt 
Brennan's bottom line ... not that he 
needs the help. 
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DON'T MISS THE KICKOFFS 


So, if the NCAA is adding length 
back to the games, it has to trim 
somewhere else. It will do this three 
ways — two to reduce dawdling, and 
one to... well, one to help the offens- 
es, for some reason. 


™ The play clock will be set to 15 
seconds, not 25, after TV timeouts. 
That'll work fine. 


®S Team timeouts, in televised games, 
will be shortened to 30 seconds, 
down from 65. That would seem to 
invite some confusion and a tricky 
gadget here or there. 


@ Kickoffs will be from the 30-yard 
line, not the 35, resulting in fewer 
touchbacks that stop the clock ... 
and more exciting kickoff returns 
(and more full-collision injuries). 


“T don't like it,” said new Iowa 
State head coach Gene Chizik, offer- 
ing a decidedly defensive viewpoint, 
following his 11 years as defensive 
coordinator, including at Auburn and 
Texas. “Many more drives are going to 
start further down the field.” 

The kick return, one of the most 
exciting plays in football, will be in 
greater abundance, putting more 
pressure on the defense. Perhaps 
teams will have to put more front- 
line players on kick coverage. 

“You kick a ball into the wind, the 
guy might catch it at the 20, and 
you're starting on offense at the 40 or 
50,” Texas coach Mack Brown said. 
“It's even more important now to find 
that kicker with a dynamic leg.” 

A shrewd veteran such as Tomey, 
who will be 69 when the season 
starts, saw it coming, saying that in 
the spring, “We worked on kickoff 
returns more than ever in my coach- 
ing experience.” 


College football enters the second 
season of the “double-hosting” sys- 
tem, which means one of the big four 
bowls will do it all over again a week 
later for the national title game. 

After the Fiesta Bowl folks got things 
started last season, the venue changes to 
New Orleans, which plays host to the 
Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1, and then to the BCS 
National Championship game on Jan. 7. 

Otherwise there are no changes in 
the BCS formula or who is eligible to 
be considered. A refresher: 

The champions of the six biggest 
conferences — ACC, Big East, Big Ten, 
Big 12, Pac-10 and SEC — earn auto- 
matic bids. 


The champions of the five other 
leagues can earn an automatic bid ... 


m If they are ranked in the top 12 of 
the final BCS rankings, or, 


m If they are ranked in the top 16 
and are higher than any of the “Big 
Six” conference champions. 


= If multiple champs from the lower 
conferences qualify in this sce- 
nario, only the higher-rated one 
gets the automatic berth. 


Notre Dame gets an automatic 
berth if it is ranked in the top eight, 
but like any other team, it can quali- 
fy for an at-large spot with nine vic- 
tories and a top 14 ranking. 


BCS NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2008 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. LSU 


ORANGE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 3, 2008 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 
ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Virginia Tech vs. 
Oklahoma 


FIESTA BOWL 


Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2008 
Glendale, Ariz. 
University of Phoenix Stadium 
Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Texas vs. Wisconsin 


ROSE BOWL 


Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2008 
Pasadena, Calif. ¢ Rose Bowl 
Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: Cal vs. Michigan 


SUGAR BOWL 


Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2008 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 
SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. 

West Virginia 
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DCS MaTCHuos 


CHA-CHA-CHA-CHANGES 


Nothing stays the same. To wit: 


®@ TECHNOLOGY: UTEP coach Mike 
Price, using duct tape at first and 
later Velcro, attached a small camera 
to the top of his quarterbacks’ hel- 
mets in the spring. He then was able 
to break down practice film from the 
quarterback’s point of view, better 
able to critique the decision-making. 
Next up at UTEP: Madden ‘08 with the 
Wii remote control. 


® NUMBERS: Notre Dame redshirt 
freshman Demetrius Jones, one of four 
in the battle to replace quarterback 
Brady Quinn, brings athletic pizzazz 
and a truckload of confidence to the 
position. He changed his jersey from 
No. 4 to No. 3, embracing the histori- 
cal significance of Joe Montana, Rick 
Mirer and his new quarterbacks coach, 
Ron Powlus. 


®@ TiMeS: The trend nationally is for 
more limited access to players and 
coaches, and we're not just talking 
Nick Saban here. Purdue’s Joe Tiller 
shut down access to spring practice 
(with similar plans for the fall) 
because he was tired of all the ensuing 
Internet chatter. “I’m tired of blogging 
and guys talking about our practices 
in postings and all that. It’s more 
problems than it is value,” he said. 


m™ LOGOS: As if being the Beavers 
wasn’t distinctive enough, Oregon 
State is dropping the “U” from its 
logo and going with a new interlock- 
ing “OS.” The school wanted to sepa- 
rate itself from other OSU’s — Ohio 
State and Oklahoma State. In other 
news, Troy will remain the Trojans. 


© NICKNAMES: Central Florida — or is 
it simply UCF now? — has a new logo, 
too, and a more streamlined name. The 
school’s athletic teams are lopping off 
“Golden” and going with just 
“Knights.” Lucky for us, we're still 
blessed with Knights of Scarlet 
(Rutgers) and Knights of Black (Army). 


BESS aZASaae DB La 


Ohio State’s Todd Boeckman will try to fill Troy Smith's shoes for the Buckeyes 
while holding off some talented competition. 


It's never easy to follow a legend, 
but somebody has to do it. You never 
know ... sometimes a Heisman winner 
follows a Heisman winner (see Matt 
Leinart and Carson Palmer). And 
sometimes they don’t (see Chris Rix 
and Chris Weinke). 

Anyway, here is what's happening 
with six of the toughest guys to 
replace: 


= Troy Smith, QB, Ohio State: It’s 
almost sure to be junior Todd 
Boeckman, although sophomore 
Rob Schoenhoft and/or redshirt 
freshman Antonio Henton can get 
an audition Sept. 1 against 
Youngstown State. 

VERDICT: Either way, the position 
loses a lot of flair. 


™ Adrian Peterson, RB, Oklahoma: 
Next in line is Allen Patrick, a for- 
mer JC transfer defensive back who 
actually out-performed the freak- 
ishly athletic Peterson in some 
agility drills. Impressive. Spring 
star DeMarco Murray, a redshirt 
freshman with motor and moves, is 
right there, too. 

VERDICT: Most teams should be so 
lucky to have the Sooners’ backfield. 


= Calvin Johnson, WR, Georgia 
Tech: Forget it. One guy isn't 
replacing him. What the Yellow 
Jackets have to do is lean on All- 


f @ 7. 


ACC RB Tashard Choice and hope 
new QB Taylor Bennett isn’t as 
mistake-prone as Reggie Ball. 
VERDICT: It’s going to be all about 
Tech's superb defense, anyway. 


= JaMarcus Russell, QB, LSU: Matt 
Flynn, whose claim to fame is being 
the starter for the 2005 Chick-fil-A 
Peach Bowl wipeout of Miami, takes 
over. He doesn’t have the physical 
skills of Russell, but sophomore 
Ryan Perrilloux might. “We need 
both,” coach Les Miles said. 

VERDICT: No worries. Tigers won a 
national title with Matt Mauck at QB. 


= Brady Quinn, QB, Notre Dame: 
The Irish had four candidates in 
the spring, including super recruit 
Jimmy Clausen. A true freshman 
QB taking Notre Dame's first snap 
of the season? If true, NBC would 
have a Sunday Night movie about 
it a week later. 

VERDICT: Too close to call ... but 
Demetrius Jones has to be on the 
field somewhere. 


& Joe Thomas, OT, Wisconsin: Could 
be a time-share between sopho- 
more Jake Bscherer and redshirt 
freshman Gabe Carimi. P.J. Hill will 
miss running behind the big fella. 

VERDICT: Manageable, because every- 
one else on the O-line depth chart 
returns. 
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SIX MUST-SEE 
CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. Ohio State at Michigan, Nov. 17 — 
If Wolverines don’t win, it’s gonna 
feel like Chad Henne, Mike Hart and 
Jake Long came back for ‘nuthin. 


2. Oklahoma vs. Texas, Oct. 6 — (in 
Dallas) — The Horns have a little two- 
game winning streak to crow about. 


3. UCLA at USC, Dec. 1 — Bruins’ D 
swatted Trojans from national title 
game in ‘06. That same defense is back. 


4. Tennessee at Florida, Sept. 15 — 
For the early lead in SEC East and first 
chance to see if young Gators have 
what it takes to repeat. 


5. Louisville at West Virginia, Nov. 8 
— Perhaps for league title and BCS 
title game ... unless Rutgers and 
South Florida have their Big East say. 


6. Alabama at Auburn, Nov. 24 — The 
Tron Bowl. Nick Saban. Auburn’s five- 
game winning streak in the series. 
Madness. 


Ohio State fans and players celebrate 
their 2006 win over Michigan. 
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SIX MUST-SEE 
NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. Virginia Tech at LSU, Sept. 8 — 
A second-week game matching Top 10 
teams with national title implica- 
tions? This is why college football is 
better than college basketball. 


2. USC at Nebraska, Sept. 15 — 
Something tells us USC won't win as 
easily as it did last season in the 
Coliseum (28-10). 


3. Miami at Oklahoma, Sept. 8 — The 
last time these teams played, Jimmy's 
Hurricanes won the national title by 
beating Barry's Sooners in the 1988 
Orange Bowl (20-14). 


4. Florida State at Florida, Nov. 26 — 
It might change by this date, but 
Urban Meyer enters season undefeat- 
ed (6-0) against Gators’ chief rivals — 
Tennessee, Georgia and Florida State. 


5. Alabama vs. Florida State (in 
Jacksonville), Sept. 29 — Intriguing 
... two programs in various stages of 
finding their way back to the top. 


6. Tennessee at Cal, Sept. 1 — Bears 
wilted in Knoxville last season, eager 
for opening-week payback. 


Notre Dame's Jimmy Clausen carries 
the burden of high expectations. 


FIVE IMPACT FRESHMEN 


Not necessarily the best true fresh- 
men, but where ability intersects with 
opportunity at a top-level program. 


@ Eric Berry, DB, Tennessee — Vols 
have three openings in secondary 
and little depth. The nation’s top 
prep corner to the rescue! 


@ Jimmy Clausen, QB, Notre Dame — 
Could be the starter. Could red- 
shirt. Could be almost impossible 
to live up to the hype. 


@ Joe Haden, DB, Florida — The 
Gators could/will have several true 
freshmen in key roles. Haden 
enrolled early and staked a claim 
in the secondary. 


@ Joe McKnight, RB, USC — No room 
at tailback for USC? We'll see about 
that. If nothing else, how about 
some Bush-like returns? 


@ Donovan Warren, CB, Michigan — 
Plucked from USC's backyard (Long 
Beach Poly), the speedster will 
have a chance in the fall to take 
over for Leon Hall. 
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We all wish the college football sea- 
son could start tomorrow, but you can't 
get everything you want. Still, it would 


be nice if some of our wishes came true. 


We wish ... 


That we could, practical matters 
aside, have an eight-team playoff, 
featuring the winners of the six 
major conferences and two at- 
large teams. That basically makes 
the conference season a week-by- 
week elimination while providing 
a more satisfying ending. 

That we could stop whining about 
a playoff because it’s not going to 
happen at least until the 2010 
season, because of TV contracts. 


That Southern Miss’ Britt Barefoot 


That Marshall receiver Darius 
Passmore was actually a quarterback. 


That Navy, doing so well under coach 
Paul Johnson, could finally end a 
43-game losing streak to Notre Dame 
that dates to the Roger Staubach era. 


That Penn State defensive back 
Knowledge Timmons and Hawaii 
offensive lineman Hercules Satele 
could finally settle the brains vs. 
brawn debate. 


That recruits stop holding 
announcement press conferences, 
the wishbone makes a comeback, 
Nick Saban invites the media to his 
house for dinner, Steve Spurrier 
says nice things about Tennessee, 
and the bowl season doesn’t inflate 


That halftime interviews with 
head coaches simply went away. 


That Lee Corso, bless him, contin- 
ues to put on stupid mascot heads. 
(Some would say, leave them on!?) 


That we could see what happens if 
Ruud (Nebraska linebacker Bo), 
Nasti (Eastern Illinois linebacker 
Nick) and Polite (Middle Tennessee 
defensive back Roy) were all in a 
room together. Perhaps Florida 
Atlantic linebacker Cergile Sincere 
could moderate. 


That every time Bobby Bowden 
says “dadgum,” somebody could 
do something useful ... like, you 
know, donate $100 to the Make-A- 
Wish Foundation. 


really kicked without a shoe. 


HEISMeMN WeTCH 


It’s Darren McFadden’s Heisman to lose, which only seems 
right after he finished second last season. He’s so versatile, 
so able to do amazing things in different ways, that what- 
ever offense Arkansas runs shouldn't be an issue. 

Colt Brennan snuck up on some voters last season — 
especially those sleepy ones who can’t stay up late out East 
— but that won't be the case this season. Just in case you 
need the reminder: He completed 406 of 559 passes last 
season for 5,549 yards and 58 touchdowns. Un-bee-lievable. 

Then you have another Colt — what are the odds? — 
down Texas way. Hell be doing more resetting of the 
Longhorns’ record book. Tim Tebow a reach at No. 4? Maybe. 
But he looks all the world like the next “it” player in college 
football, never mind about his lack of starting experience. 

DeSean Jackson is completely deserving of being in the 
Top 5, even if his position group almost never wins this 
thing. The West Virginia guys — Steve Slaton and Pat White 
— might split some votes. And while we like John David 
Booty, we don’t like him as much as the top six guys, 
although as the QB on the No. 1 team he could be the 
“default” candidate for many voters. 

Ray Rice and Brian Brohm deserve to be higher, but what 
are you going to do? Michigan could have a trio of candi- 
dates — Mike Hart, Chad Henne, Mario Manningham. Give 
us the QB, for now. 


past an already engorged 32 games. 


PHOTO BY JOHN RIVERA/ICON SMI 


Colt McCoy 
hooked ‘em as 
a freshman and 
may one day 
hook a 
Heisman 
Trophy. 


2. Colt Brennan Z Hawaii 
4. Tim Tebow ; Florida 
6. Steve Slaton West Virginia 
8. Ray Rice 


Rutgers 


10.Chad Henne Michigan 
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HEISMAN CURSE 


Six of the seven Heisman winners 
this decade have gone on to play in 
the BCS national title game. Usually 
with disastrous results. 

Part of the reason is that the dang 
voters pick the wrong guy for the 
Heisman, too often locking in on the 
quarterback on a top team. Let's 
broaden our scope, fellas. 

And maybe it’s that the Heisman 
winner just gets too distracted in 
December, or that the other team in 
the title game successfully plays the 
slighted underdog card. 

In any case, let's review: 


2000: Chris Weinke, Florida State: 
Two interceptions, a fumble and no 
points in a 13-2 loss to Oklahoma in 
the Orange Bowl. 


2001: Eric Crouch, Nebraska: Fumbled 
on his third carry and completed a pid- 
dling five passes as Miami smothered 
the Huskers 37-14 in the Rose Bowl. 


2003: Jason White, Oklahoma: Was 
sacked five times, was just 13 of 37 
and threw two picks, one returned for 
a TD. LSU won the Sugar Bowl, 21-14. 


2004: Matt Leinart, USC: Hey, we 
have a winner! Five touchdown 
passes and 332 yards through the air 
in a 55-19 beatdown of Oklahoma. 


2005: Reggie Bush, USC: A key fum- 
ble and wasn’t even on the field for 
a failed late-game fourth-down play, 
allowing Vince Young to steal the 
show in the Rose Bowl (UT, 41-38). 


2006: Troy Smith, Ohio State: 
Florida had more sacks (five) than 
Smith had completions (four) in a 
41-14 Gators’ rout. 


So, not only do Heisman winners 
tur into title-game losers, four of 
them (Weinke, Crouch, White and 
Smith) had pretty much the worst 
games of their careers. Cursed, indeed. 


COMEBACK PLAYERS 


Here are 10 players who missed 
most or all of last season, or have 
been inactive for even longer. Don't 
forget about them ... 


™ Micah Andrews, RB, Wake 
Forest (knee) — Starting tail- 
back expected back in fall for 
defending ACC champs. 


m™ Sean Bailey, WR, Georgia (knee) 
— Big-play threat missed all of 
last season. 


m@ Kyle Bell, RB, Colorado State 
(knee) — Was Lindy’s Mountain 
West preseason Offensive Player 
of the Year in 2006 ... then suf- 
fered torn ACL five days before 
season opener. 


m@ Jeff Byers, OL, USC (back) — 
Played in one game in the past two 
seasons because of injuries; can 
potentially start at guard or center. 


@ Thomas Brown, RB, Georgia 
(knee) — He and Kregg Lumpkin 
make a nice 1-2 combination. 


Joe Cowan, WR, UCLA (knee) — 
Caught 35 passes in 2005 but 
missed all of last season. Is a 
needed target for Ben Olson or his 
younger brother, Patrick Cowan. 


Hershel Dennis, RB, USC 
(knee) — Time was, he was 
above Reggie Bush and LenDale 
White on the depth chart. Hasn't 
played since 2004. 


Brian Johnson, QB, Utah (knee) 
— Run-pass threat was near 
national lead in total offense late 
in 2005 before injury. 


Tyrone Prothro, WR, Alabama 
(leg) — Suffered a gruesome 
compound fracture of his left leg 
on Oct. 1, 2005, and needed a 
fourth surgery in March. Could 
miss 2007 season, too. 


Brian Stamper, OL, Vanderbilt 
(back) — Preseason All-SEC in 
2006, the right tackle is back to 
lead a veteran line. 


Georgia's Thomas Brown and Kregg Lumpkin will give the Bulldogs a solid 1-2 


punch at running back. 
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(OVERRATED) QUARTERBACKS 


The Pac-10 produces the best col- 
lege passers, which is why the league 
likes to refer to itself as the confer- 
ence of quarterbacks. 


NFL teams agreed, picking 11 
Pac-10 quarterbacks in the first round 
in the drafts from 1991 to 2006. 
Included in that group were two 
No. 1 overall selections — recently 
retired Drew Bledsoe, who did just 
fine for himself, and Carson Palmer, 
one of the best in the AFC. 


Other than that, not much. 


It’s too early to pass judgment on 
Matt Leinart, who is just getting 
started with the Cardinals, and 
Aaron Rodgers, who is still waiting 
behind Brett Favre in Green Bay. But 
check out these major Pac-10 first- 
round busts: 


Todd Marinovich, Tommy Maddox, 
Ryan Leaf, Akili Smith, Cade McNown, 
Joey Harrington ... those are some of 
the biggest disappointments in draft 
history. And it's not like Kyle Boller 
has done much with his starting 
chances, either. 


For the record, the SEC was next 
with seven first-round quarterbacks 
from 1991 to 2006, with a huge hit 
(Peyton Manning) and also some wild 
misses — Heath Shuler, Tim Couch. 


The Big Ten had only one first- 
round QB in that period — Kerry 
Collins of Penn State in 1994. 


THE NaTign 
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COACHING 
CHENGES 


You could see this coming. After 
a year in which there were only 
10 coaching changes — and just 
three in the BCS conferences — it 
was inevitable that the coaching 
carousel would be going ‘round like a 
Tilt-A-Whirl. 


Yep, restless fans, restless athletic direc- 
tors and restless coaches contributed to 
a dizzying 23 coaching changes — that’s 
nearly 20 percent of Division I-A jobs. 


Here’s who was, who is and how it 
will be: 


AIR FORCE 

Out: Fisher DeBerry (retired) 

In: Troy Calhoun 
Calhoun, most recently the Houston 
Texans offensive coordinator, returns to 
his alma mater where he is scrapping 
the triple option in favor of multiple 
formations. Get used to the Falcons in 
the shotgun, and let’s throw! 


ALABAMA 

Out: Mike Shula (fired) 

In: Nick Saban 
Forget about the lying about staying 
with the Miami Dolphins and his prick- 
ly relations with the media ... the guy 
can coach, instill toughness, and recruit 
the heck out of the area. Bama scored. 


ARIZONA STATE 

Out: Dirk Koetter (fired) 

In: Dennis Erickson 
This could be the final stop for 
Erickson. No, really. We mean it. OK... 
stop that laughing. Even if it’s short 
term, Erickson should do what 
Koetter couldn’t — beat ranked teams 
and win Pac-10 games in California. 


ARMY 

Out: Bobby Ross (retired) 

In: Stan Brock 
On the same day Ross stepped down, 
Army promoted Brock, who had been 
the offensive line coach for three 
years. Brock, a 16-year NFL veteran, 
is respected but still has to prove his 
coaching chops. 


58 Linoy'’s SPORTS ANNUALS 


BOSTON COLLEGE 

Out: Tom O’Brien (N.C. State) 

In: Jeff Jagodzinski 
Jagodzinski spent the previous eight 
seasons in the NFL and has not a lick 
of head coaching experience. He 
inherits a rock-solid program, but will 
loosen up the offense a bit from the 
buttoned-down O’Brien to try to get 
the Eagles a bit higher. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Out: Brian Kelly (Cincinnati) 

In: Butch Jones 
The Chippewas reached out to Jones, 
a former CMU assistant who was 
coaching at West Virginia. This is a 
fairly seamless transition, as he'll 
continue to run a spread offense for 
the defending MAC champs. 


CINCINNATI 


Out: Mark Dantonio (Mich. State) 


In: Brian Kelly 
The Bearcats lost a rising star, but like- 
ly caught lightning in a bottle again 
with Kelly. The Big Ten will come call- 
ing for Kelly if he does well, but that’s 
probably a fine tradeoff for UC. 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 

Out: Don Strock (fired) 

In: Mario Cristobal 
After a winless season, FIU hired the 
36-year-old Cristobal, most recently an 
assistant with the Miami Hurricanes. 
A spread offense and more recruiting 
muscle make this an excellent choice. 


IDAHO 


Out: Dennis Erickson (ASU) 

In: Robb Akey 
Not wanting to be burned again, 
Idaho put a $1 million buyout clause 
into Akey’s contract for the first cou- 
ple of years. Akey, from across the 
border at Washington State, is in no 
hurry to go elsewhere. 


IOWA STATE 

Out: Dan McCarney (fired) 

In: Gene Chizik 
Iowa State landed an in-demand assis- 
tant before someone else grabbed him. 
Chizik has coordinated outstanding 
defenses at Auburn and Texas ... can 
he build a whole team at Iowa State? 


Esaeaeseseueaecvcaeagagageaae 


LOUISIANA TECH 

Out: Jack Bicknell IIT (fired) 

In: Derek Dooley 
The son of Georgia legend Vince Dooley, 
Derek Dooley quickly moved up the 
ranks to head coach after serving an 
apprenticeship under Nick Saban. High 
marks for his first recruiting class. 


LOUISVILLE 

Out: Bobby Petrino (NFL) 

In: Steve Kragthorpe 
If you had to lose a coach to the 
Atlanta Falcons, the proper response 
for a Top 10 program is to hire a guy 
on everyone's wish list. Kragthrope 
played his cards right, waiting at 
Tulsa until the right job came along. 


MIAMI 

Out: Larry Coker (fired) 

In: Randy Shannon 
Shannon, elevated from defensive 
coordinator, wasted no time in a lay- 
ing down a _ his-way-or-the-highway 
approach to a program in search of 
more accountability. “I need team, 
team, team guys,” he said. 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Out: John L. Smith (fired) 

In: Mark Dantonio 
Smith, the outsider, never connected 
in East Lansing as his teams fizzled to 
three consecutive losing seasons. 
Dantonio, an ex-MSU assistant and 
Ohio State defensive coordinator, has 
more sensible Big Ten values. 


MINNESOTA 


Out: Glen Mason (fired) 

In: Tim Brewster 
Brewster is a coaching shot of adrena- 
line, a glad-handing bundle of energy 
who spins the atmosphere 180 degrees 
in Minnesota. He's never been a head 
coach, yet this could be golden. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Out: John Bunting (fired) 

In: Butch Davis 
Rejuvenated after his NFL experience 
(when will these college coaches ever 
learn?), Davis tries to wake the sleep- 
ing giant. He could do for the Heels 
what Mack Brown did in the 1990s. 
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N.C. STATE 


STANFORD 


TULSA 


Out: Chuck Amato (fired) 

In: Tom O’Brien 
A change of direction here. O’Brien is 
meticulous, disciplined and no-non- 
sense. Six losses last season were by less 
than a touchdown. A little more atten- 
tion to details could turn it around. 


NORTH TEXAS 

Out: Darrell Dickey (fired) 

In: Todd Dodge 
With a no-huddle spread offense, 
Dodge became a Texas high school 
coaching star in recent years. Some 
college was going to make him a head 
coach. The Mean Green got there first. 


RICE 

Out: Todd Graham (Tulsa) 

In: David Bailiff 
Owls were disheartened when Graham 
left after one season that resulted in 
the team’s first bowl since 1961. At 
least Bailiff, the ex-head coach at I-AA 
Texas State, isn’t starting from scratch. 


Out: Walt Harris (fired) 

In: Jim Harbaugh 
Another coaching move that yields 
a complete exchange of personality. 
Harbaugh: “I will attack this endeavor 
with enthusiasm unknown to mankind.” 
A worthy gamble here for Stanford. 


TULANE 

Out: Chris Scelfo (fired) 

In: Bob Toledo 
Recycled veteran Pac-10 coaches are in 
vogue — Mike Price at UTEP, Dick 
Tomey at San Jose State, Rich Brooks 
at Kentucky. Toledo, formerly of UCLA, 
brings a proven offensive blueprint. 


SCE 


Out: Steve Kragthorpe (Louisville) 

In: Todd Graham 
The school took a potentially bad sit- 
uation and made it good by hiring 
hot Rice coach (and former Tulsa 
defensive coordinator) Graham, who 
hired Arkansas’ Gus Malzahn to 
install a no-huddle spread attack. 


UAB 
Out: Watson Brown (Tenn. Tech) 
In: Neil Callaway 
Callaway, walking into a rebuilding job, 
immediately set stricter team discipline, 
including length of hair. It’s his first 
head coaching job, although he has 
impeccable credentials around the SEC. 


ING 


THE natign 


LINDY’S NEEDS YOUR HELP! 


If you can spare a few minutes to answer some questions, your name will be entered into 
a drawing(s) for Sugar Bowl tickets. Yes, tickets to the BCS National Championship 
Game. There will be multiple winners. 


Answers to all questions are completely confidential. The survey will help us at Lindy’s 
put out an even better magazine as we find out what you like or dislike about Lindy’s. It 
will also help us with advertisers, which in turn lets us invest more into our magazines. 


Your help will be greatly appreciated and you could be spending the New Year in New 
Orleans watching the national title game. 


To participate in the survey just go to www.readersurvey.com/lindys 


Sincerely, 
Lindy Davis 
Publisher 
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1. SEC 


It's not even a debate. The SEC has 
the grandest college football cathe- 
drals, great tradition, the most NFL 
players, the highest attendance, the 
most bowl appearances and most 
bowl victories this decade. 


All that, and two national champions 
in the past four years (with an unde- 
feated team mixed in there, too). 


Now, the addition of Nick Saban at 
Alabama gives the league four coach- 
es who have won national titles. 
No other league can claim that. 


The league’s primo national title con- 
tender this season is LSU. Elsewhere, 
it’s a crowded field. The SEC isn't 
quite as packed with Top 10 timber as 
in some seasons, but who can count 
out Tennessee, Florida, Arkansas, 
Auburn, Georgia and (nowadays) 
South Carolina? 


2. ACC 


Expansion was supposed to add elite 
teams to the ACC. Hasn’t happened. 
Old standby Florida State won in 2005 
with an awful 8-5 overall record. Last 
season, it was Wake Forest, which 
still seems like a dream. 


So much for national championship 
contenders. Why is the ACC ranked 
No. 2? What the league has is amazing 
depth that rivals or surpasses the SEC. 


There’s not a tougher league to pre- 
dict this season. Five new head 
coaches further muddy the water. 
Significant staff changes had Florida 
State buzzing in the spring, but will 
the Seminoles rebound? Will Miami? 


Should be fun. 
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3. PAC-10 


Preseason No. 1 USC could carry the 
rest of the league on its broad shoul- 
ders, but doesn’t have to. 


Cal isn’t going away; UCLA has found 
a defensive identity; and it's likely 
that Dennis Erickson can turn Arizona 
State into something better than 
a decent program that has a decent 
record and goes to a decent bowl. 


The Pac-10 once again will have 
a thick middle, and six guaranteed 
bowl slots won't be enough. 


4. BIG TEN 


The league’s top three — Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Ohio State — all could 
finish in the Top 10. The regular-sea- 
son Top 10, that is. Face it: It’s hard to 
glow about the Big Ten with the mem- 
ory of the last bowl season still fresh. 


There was all that howling about how 
Ohio State and Michigan were the 
best two teams in the country, and 
then they were deconstructed by 
Florida and USC. The perception 
remains: The Big Ten still needs over- 
all better athleticism. 


5. BIG 12 


It's still Texas and Oklahoma ... and 
everyone else. The rebuilding contin- 
ues. The league was 0-10 last season 
in non-conference games against 
teams that finished in the AP Top 25. 
Times will get better with talented, 
still-young QBs — Texas’ Colt McCoy, 
Missouri's Chase Daniel, Kansas State’s 
Josh Freeman, Texas A&M's Stephen 
McGee — boosting the conference. 


6. BIG EAST 


That talk about the Big East not being 
worthy of its automatic BCS berth sure 
died down. West Virginia, Louisville 
and Rutgers each has what it takes to 
be back in the national title discus- 
sion, and they better watch out for 
sneaky-good South Florida. 
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7. MOUNTAIN WEST 


Utah, TCU and BYU have won the 
league with perfect records in the past 
three seasons, and it should be those 
three teams battling it out this year. 
TCU could be this season's Boise State 
... except for the fact the Frogs’ unde- 
feated dreams likely end at Texas in 
the second week of the season. 


8. CONFERENCE USA 


No team in C-USA had fewer than 
four losses last season, and that team 
— Houston — loses a four-year 
starter at QB. There is no great team 
here, but enough good ones to keep 
the league rated ahead of the WAC. 


9. WAC 


Boise State is the darling of the col- 
lege football world, and the Broncos 
won't just fade away. Hawaii could be 
the BCS party crasher this year. San 
Jose State has pulled itself up, but 
the bottom of the league is still iffy, 
especially with Dennis Erickson’s one- 
and-done act at Idaho. 


10. MAC 


Only four teams ended with winning 
records last season, and the addition 
of Temple doesn’t add to the league’s 
profile. Is Central Michigan sopho- 
more Dan LeFevour the MAC’s next 
great quarterback? 


Tl. SUN BELT 


The SEC is glad this league is around, 
as the Sun Belt is providing 13 games 
(read: victories), for the area big boys 
this season. Such is life in the Sun 
Belt, which has to pay the bills. 


SCHEMING. 
THE NaTign 
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This card can stop a bullet. 


It's only a piece of paper, but 
that little card up there carries 
a lot of weight. Keeping millions 
of kids off drugs, out of gangs 
and in school. To learn how you 


can help the Boys & Girls Clubs, 


call: 1-800-854-Club. 


Brian Brohm’s decision to 
return to Louisville for his 
senior season makes him 


Sneak Deak 


an early favorite for the 
No. | pick in the 2008 


NFL Draft. 


Here is our annual look at the draft-eligible college players who, a year in advance, are the brightest blips on NFL scouts’ 
radars. Our pals over at NFLdraftscout.com gave us their top seniors and we sprinkled in 10 top juniors (*) for kicks to 


come up with this nifty 50: 


1. Brian Brohm QB Louisville 26. Steve Slaton* RB West Virginia 
2. Darren McFadden* RB Arkansas 27. Antoine Cason CB Arizona 

3. Calais Campbell* DE Miami 28. Sedrick Ellis DT USC 

4. Jake Long OT Michigan 29. Jonathan Hefney FS Tennessee 

5. Glenn Dorsey DT LSU 30. Adarius Bowman WR Missouri 

6. Sam Baker OT USC 31. Tyson Jackson* DE LSU 

7. Chad Henne QB Michigan 32. Allen Patrick RB Oklahoma 

8. Frank Okam DT Texas 33. Bruce Davis DE UCLA 

9. Paul Oliver CB Georgia 34. John Carlson TE Notre Dame 
10. Dan Connor LB Penn State 35. Andre Caldwell WR Florida 

11. Colt Brennan QB Hawaii 36. Darien Williams FS Oklahoma 
12. DeSean Jackson* WR Cal 37. Will Arnold 0G LSU 

13. Keith Rivers LB USC 38. Jordan Grimes 0G Purdue 

14. Lawrence Jackson DE USC 39. Terrell Thomas CB USC 

15. Early Doucet WR LSU 40. Jaison Williams* WR Oregon 

26. Mario Manningham* WR Michigan 41. Brian Cushing* LB USC 

17. Chris Long DE Virginia 42. Quintin Demps FS UTEP 

18. Ryan Clady* OT Boise State 43. Andre Woodson QB Kentucky 

19. Kirk Barton OT Ohio State 44. DJ Hall WR Alabama 

20. Limas Sweed WR Texas 45. Barry Richardson OT Clemson 

21. Mike Hart RB Michigan 46. Branden Ore RB Virginia Tech 
22. DeJuan Tribble DB Boston College 47. Jasper Brinkley LB South Carolina 
23. Vince Hall LB Virginia Tech 48. Dorien Bryant WR Purdue 

24. James Laurinaitis* LB Ohio State 49. Dwight Lowery CB San Jose State 
25. Martin Rucker TE Missouri 50. Ali Highsmith LB LSU 
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LUARM THE CROWD > 


On cold Saturdays, Sta : v4 - Ps 
Gerschultz and the Ohio State. wy, . : 


SINESS 

| Maryland Dance Team m 

Kathy Bianco, 2 jun 
Marketing major, p 
cessful business career. She works 
with Habitat for Humanity and says 
that her bad habits: 
in the shower, 


faithful. A Speech and Heari 

Therapy major, she has beer 
cheerleader captain and will’ 
attend graduate school 
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104 USC SONG GIRLS rT 
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~ COOKIES 'N CREAM _ 


For UCLA Spirit Squad member, 
Chelsey (left), a Sociology major 
_. =. from Long Beach, California, 
‘her dream vacation would 
begin in Italy. Her favorite ice 


Per 


LIKE FATHER . 


up in Pullman, Wactinaton 
. home of the Washington 
State Cougars. 


ey? 
F 


PONU EXPRESS 


= mak? Beese, a junior from 

- Lewisville, Texas is a Southern 
“s: »MethodistMustang cheerleader. 
The Corporate cs 


ALL THAT GLITTERS . 


... IS gold in Baton Rouge. 
LSU Golden Girls, like Lauren 
Miller (right), help build spirit 
in Tiger Stadium. 


SHINING BRIGHT 


ir ieee NAME BRAND ~ 
A career in the bright lights might be 
ahead for South Florida Sun Doll, 


It's certainly easy to notice 


Taylor Shine (right). A Communications . [al Tracy Branding (below) of the 
Major from Tampa, she enjoys working Vanderbilt danceline. An Arts 

out and shopping, and wants to work in j and Sciences student, she is 

broadcastingron television. ye from Libertyville, Illinois and 


has been a mission team 
member to Puerto Rico. 
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(ON WITH THE SHOW | 


Texas Christian Showgirl Lauren ~ 
Venuto is a freshman from Omaha, 
Nebraska. She is a Modern Dance 
major and a member of Kappa 
Alpha Theta sorority. 


THE LOW DOWN 


Washington Husky fans.are*hoping for 
a return to the glory days near the top 
of Pac-10 football. Cheerleader 
Michelle Low wright) will do her part 

to cheer them ON zi ai 


Squad member. A World Artssand ae 
enjoys most kinds of music and wants to frayel 
Costa Rica. yi m3 
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COWPOKE PASSION > 


Sarah Doughty’s passion for 
Oklahoma State comes naturally. 
The two-year Cowboy cheerleader 
is from Stillwater, Oklahoma and 
majors in Marketing. She recently 
won the OSU Golden Spirit Award. 
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| STAYINGBUSY BUSY 


Hilary Phillips has marched with 
the Alabama Million Dollar Band. 
She founded the University 
Stewards program and plans to 
study in England. In her spare 
time ... she was goalie for the 
~Aintramural champion soccer 
team. 


SINGING SUNSHINE 


A two-year USC Song\Girl member, Teni,is. 
a senior Communication$ major. The Glendale, \ 
Califofnia native is happiest.‘when the suncis or 
out and shining” . ~ and it must always’ oma 3 Ei 
that way When Tenis around. ~ 


a GRACEFUL GAMECOCK 


~ A 20-year old Graphic Arts major, 
South Carolina cheerleader Grace 
_ Reynolds is a dedicated runner. 

_ Amember of Delta Delta Delta 

4 sorority, she may pursue a career 
in advertising after graduation. 
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Wrangler 


For a retailer near you, call toll-free 1-888-784-8571 or visit www.wrangler.com. Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 
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ACC 


WAKE FOREST 
N.C. STATE 

at Georgia Tech 
ARMY 
MASSACHUSETTS 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Notre Dame 

at Virginia Tech 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Maryland 

at Clemson 

MIAMI (FL) 


FLORIDA STATE 
LOVISIANA-MONROE 
FURMAN 

at NC. State 

al Georgia Tech 
VIRGINIA TECH 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Maryland 

at Duke 

WAKE FOREST 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
at South Carolina 


CONNECTICUT 
at Virginia 

at Northwestern. 
at Navy 

at Miami (FL) 
WAKE FOREST 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Florida State 
CLEMSON 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Notre Dame 
at North Carolina 


vs. Alabama (Jacksonvile} 
N.C, STATE 

at Wake Forest 

MIAMI (FL) 

DUKE 

at Boston College 

at Virginia Tech 
MARYLAND, 

at Flonda 


at Notre Dame 
SAMFORD 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
at Virginia 
CLEMSON 

at Maryland 

at Miami (FL) 
ARMY 

VIRGINIA TECH 

at Duke 

NORTH CAROLINA 
GEORGIA 


VILLANOVA 

at Florida International 
WEST VIRGINIA 

at Wake Forest 

at Rutgers 

GEORGIA TECH 
VIRGINIA 

CLEMSON 
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at North Carolina 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
at Florida State 
anc. State 


MARSHALL 

at Oklahoma 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
TEXAS A&M 
DUKE 

at North Carolina 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Florida State 
NC. STATE 
VIRGINIA 

at Virginia Tech 

at Boston College 


JAMES MADISON 
at East Carolina 
VIRGINIA 

at South Florida 
at Virginia Tech 
MIAMI (FL) 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
at Wake Forest 
MARYLAND 

at NC, State 

at Georgia Tech 
DUKE 


UCF 

at Boston College 
WOFFORD. 
CLEMSON 
LOUISVILLE 

at Florida State 
at East Carolina 
VIRGINIA 

at Miami (FL) 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Wake Forest 
MARYLAND 


at Wyoming 
DUKE 

at North Carolina 
GEORGIA TECH 
PITTSBURGH 
at Middle Tennessee State 
CONNECTICUT 
at Maryland 
atN.C, State 
WAKE FOREST 
at Miami (FL) 
VIRGINIA TECH 


EAST CAROLINA 
at LSU 

OHIO 

WILLIAM & MARY 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Clemson 

at Duke 

BOSTON COLLEGE 
at Georga Tech 
FLORIDA STATE 
MIAMI (FL) 

at Virginia 


at Boston College 
NEBRASKA 
ARMY 
MARYLAND 

at Duke 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Navy 


PFFFLLLELKLK |S FFTLLLLLLKLKS |G FFFTLLLLLKLK|Q TEFTRLLLKLLE 


FESTLLLLLLLE 


wo8SoaBRaaos 


NORTH CAROLINA 
at Virginia 

at Clemson 

NC. STATE 

at Vanderbilt 


EAST 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI ST. 
OREGON STATE 
at Miami (OH) 
MARSHALL 

at San Diego State 
at Rutgers 
LOUISVILLE 

at Pittsburgh 

at South Florida 
CONNECTICUT 
WEST VIRGINIA 
at Syracuse 


at Duke 

MAINE 
TEMPLE 

at Pittsburgh 
AKRON 

at Virginia 
LOUISVILLE 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
RUTGERS 

at Cincinnati 
SYRACUSE 

at West Virginia 


MURRAY STATE 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. 
at Kentucky 
SYRACUSE 

at N.C. State 
UTAR 

at Cincinnati 

at Connecticut 
PITTSBURGH 

at West Virginia 
at South Florida 
RUTGERS 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
GRAMBLING STATE 
at Michigan State 
CONNECTICUT 

at Virginia 

NAVY 

CINCINNATI 

at Louisvite 
SYRACUSE 

at Rutgers 

SOUTH FLORIDA 

at West Virginia 


BUFFALO 

NAVY 

NORFOLK STATE 
MARYLAND. 
CINCINNATI 

at Syracuse 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
WEST VIRGINIA 
at Connecticut 

at Army 
PITTSBURGH 

at Louisville 


ELON 
at Aubum 


WEST VIRGINIA 
at Florida Atantic 
UCF 

al Rutgers 

at Connecticut 
CINCINNATI 

at Syracuse 
LOUISVILLE 

at Pittsburgh 


FSFTRLLLLS 


WASHINGTON 
at lowa 
ILLINOIS 

at Louisville 

at Miami (OH) 
WEST VIRGINIA 
RUTGERS 
BUFFALO 


SEFELLLEL ELE 


CINCINNATI 


at Marshall 

at Maryland 
EAST CAROLINA 
at South Florida 
at Syracuse 


at Rutgers 
LOUISVILLE 

at Cincinnati 
CONNECTICUT 
PITTSBURGH 


BIG TEN 


RFTTLLLLLLLS 
-RSe8koBRoa- 


FFTLLLLLLLLS 


at Syracuse 

at Indiana 

PENN STATE 
WISCONSIN 
atlowa 
MICHIGAN 

BALL STATE 

at Minnesota 

at Ohio State 
NORTHWESTERN 


FFFLLELELLLS 
Sou88oaSNaa— 


INDIANA STATE 


AKRON 
ILLINOIS 

at lowa 
MINNESOTA 

at Michigan State 
PENN STATE 

at Wisconsin 
BALL STATE 

at Northwestern 
PURDUE 


FFFLLLLLLL LS 
SSo88sa8RGe-— 2 


SYRACUSE 
at lowa Sate 


To — 


NBsaoBR 


MICHIGAN STATE 
at Northwestem 
MINNESOTA 


FTTLLLLLLLLS 


AS 


OREGON 
NOTRE DAME 
PENN STATE 
at Northwestem 


PURDUE 

at Illinois 
MINNESOTA 

at Michigan State 
at Wisconsin 
OHIO STATE 


FEFLLLLLLELE 
SSa88S6oR8BRGe— 


UAB 

BOWLING GREEN 
PITTSBURGH 

at Notre Dame 

at Wisconsin 
NORTHWESTERN 
INDIANA 

at Ohio State 
atlowa 


BSaBRaw— 


RRLLESLSS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


vs, Missouri (St. Louis) 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 


at Westem Michigan 


vs. Nothem fino’s (Chicago) 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


APPALACHIAN STATE 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Eee 


FFFLLLLLLL KS 
SSuaoB8S8aoBRBaa-— 


FFTLLLLL LLL 
S=Sa8BsoaBRaaw— 


FFFLLLLE LLL 
SSuaoN88S5o08RaGe-— 


FTTLLLLELL LE 
SSsao¥8BsoaBRaw— 


STTLLLLLLLKE 
SSo88saBRBao-— 


nam 


N8soBR 


Sw 


Ho — 


Se88soB8N8 


MICHIGAN 
at Purdue 
PENN STATE 


BOWLING GREEN 
MIAMI (OH) 

vs. Florida Atlantic (Miami) 
PURDUE 

OHIO STATE 

at Indiana 

at Northwestem 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
at Michigan 

ILLINOIS 

atlowa 

WISCONSIN 


NORTHEASTERN 
NEVADA 

OUKE 

at Ohio State 
MICHIGAN 

at Michigan State 
MINNESOTA 

vs. Easiem Michigan (Detrot) 
at Purdue 

(OWA 

INDIANA 

at Illinois 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
AKRON 

at Washington 
NORTHWESTERN 
al Minnesota 

at Purdue 

KENT STATE 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Penn State 
WISCONSIN 
ILLINOIS 

at Michigan 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
NOTRE DAME 
BUFFALO 

at Michigan 

at llimois 

IOWA 
WISCONSIN 

at Indiana 

OHIO STATE 
PURDUE 

at Temple 

at Michigan State 


at Toledo 

EASTERN ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Minnesota 
NOTRE DAME 
OHIO STATE 

at Michigan 

lOWA 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Penn State 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Indiana 


WASHINGTON STATE 
at UNLV 

THE CITADEL 

1OWA 

MICHIGAN STATE 

at Illinois 

at Penn State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 

at Ohio State 
MICHIGAN 

at Minnesota 


BIG 12 


at TCU 

RICE 

TEXAS STATE 
at Buffalo 

at Texas A&M 
COLORADO 

at Kansas 
TEXAS 

at Kansas State 
TEXAS TECH 
at Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


vs. Colorado State (Denver) 
at Arizona State 


¢ 
2 


FELLLLLS 


Ey 


FFFLLLLLLLLE 


FFFFRLLLEKLK IE FSFERLLLLLLY |S TETTRLLL KELL 


FFFLLELLLL LS 
BoutBacaBRaw— 


FFFFLLLLKK ES 
PASweBsoaoBPaew 


FFTTLLLLL LSS 


SSsaoBRaas 


BSe 


et BaaB8aa- 


oBaaBRta- 


FLORIDA STATE 
MIAMI (OH) 
OKLAHOMA 

at Baylor 

at Kansas State 
KANSAS 

at Texas Tech 
MISSOURI 

at lowa State 
NEBRASKA 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

SE LOUISIANA 

TOLEDO 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


IOWA STATE 
vs. Missouri (Kansas Cty) 


at Auoum 
SAN JOSE STATE 
MISSOURI STATE 


at lowa State 
at Nebraska 
MISSOURI 

at Fresno State 


v5, Illinois (St. Louis) 
at Ole Miss 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
ILLINOIS STATE 
NEBRASKA 

at Oklahoma 

TEXAS TECH 
IOWASTATE 

at Colorado: 

TEXAS A&M 

at Kansas State 

vs. Kansas (Kansas City) 


NEVADA. 

at Wake Forest 
USC 

BALL STATE 
JOWA STATE 

at Missouri 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS ABM 

at Texas 

at Kansas 
KANSAS STATE 
at Colorado 


NORTH TEXAS 
MIAMI (FL) 
UTAH STATE 

at Tulsa 

at Colorado 

vs, Texas (Dalas) 
MISSOURI 

at lowa State 
TEXAS A&M 
BAYLOR 

‘at Texas Tech 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


at Georgia 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Troy 

TEXAS TECH 

SAM HOUSTON STATE 
at Texas ABM 

at Nebraska 
KANSAS STATE 
TEXAS 

KANSAS 

at Baylor 

at Oxtahoma 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


at Northern Minois 
at Temple 


at Notre Dame 
SAN DIEGO STATE 


i= 
8 


BUFFALO 


ARIZONA 

at UCLA 

at Tulsa 

AIR FORCE 

at New Mexico 

at UNLV 

EASTERN WASHINGTON 
at San Diego State 
COLORADO STATE 
TCU 

at Wyoming 

UTAH 


g 


at Ball State 
at Minnesota 
CINCINNATI 
at Colorado 

SYRACUSE 


FeeTLLL 
z 
FFFLLLLLLKLE 


i 
end 


vs, Amy (Cleveland) 
at Ohio State 

at Indiana 

KENT STATE 


etScoB8Raas 
FFFFLLLLLLLS 


BBa@— 
Raeos88aBrpaa 


FFFTLLLLLLKLK 
BsoNs8BsaBRBaaw— 


FFLLLLL LS SS 
RSo8SsaBSaa- 


= 


Hoo 


SS8so88 


£22 
BSG = 


FFFLLLLLE 


FFFTLLLLEL LS 
»SBcoBRa- 


FRLLLL ELE 


ARKANSAS STATE 


KANSAS STATE 

vs, Oklahoma (Dallas) 
at lowa State 

at Baylor 

NEBRASKA 

at Oklahoma State 
TEXAS TECH 

at Texas A&M 


MONTANA STATE 
FRESNO STATE 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Miami (FL) 
BAYLOR 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Texas Tech 

at Nebraska 
KANSAS 

at Oklahoma 

at Missouri 

TEXAS 


at SMU 

UTEP 

at Rice 

at Oklahoma State 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
IOWA STATE 
TEXAS A&M 

at Missouri 
COLORADO 

at Baylor 

at Texas 
OKLAHOMA 


at Virginia Tech 
NORTH CAROLINA 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at West Virginia 


COLORADO STATE 
EAST CAROLINA 

at Alabama 

RICE 

at UAB 

at UTEP 

SMU 

al Tulsa 
MARSHALL 

TEXAS SOUTHERN 


‘at Miami (FL) 
WEST VIRGINIA 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
at Cincinnati 

al Memphis 

at Tulsa 
SOUTHERN MISS 
RICE 

at UCF 


pom 
ras 


SeN8BaonBaew- 


= 


2 


ot B8awoBaa= 


as 


Sect 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Now 
Now. 
Now 
Now. 


» 


FEFFLLLLL LL 


FFTTLQLLLLLLK 


g 


LLLLL LS 


FFF 


2 


RRLLLS 
o88sdoBeas 


FLL 


NICHOLLS STATE 

at UCF 

MARSHALL 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. 
at Rice 

at Tulane 

EAST CAROLINA 

at Southem Miss 

UAB 

SMU 


NICHOLLS STATE 
at Baylor 
TEXAS TECH 

at Texas 

at Southem Miss 
at Houston 
MEMPHIS 

at Marshall 
UTEP 

at SMU 
TULANE 

TULSA 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
at Tennessee 

at East Carolina 

at Boise State 
RICE 

SMU 

at Marshall 

UCF 

at UAB 

MEMPHIS 

at UTEP 
ARKANSAS STATE 


TEXAS TECH 
NORTH TEXAS 
at Arkansas State 
aTcu 

UTEP 

at Southern Miss 
TULANE 

at Tulsa 

at Houston 
RICE 

UCF 

at Memphis 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
HOUSTON 

SE LOUISIANA 
Lsu 

at Amy 

at UAB 

at SMU 
MEMPHIS 
TULSA 

UTEP 

at Rice 

at East Carolina 


HOUSTON 


at Amy 
at Rice 


at Michigan State 
at Florida State 
ALCORN STATE 
at Tulsa 

at Mississippi State 
TULANE 
HOUSTON 

at East Carolina 
SOUTHERN MISS 
UCF 

at Memphis 

at Marshall 


FFFTRLLLL LL 
RiSo8BsoBaa- 


atN.c, State 
TEXAS 
MEMPHIS 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at East Carolina 
at South Florida 
TULSA 

at Southern Miss 
MARSHALL 

at UAB 

at SMU 

UTEP 


FFTFRLLLSLKS 
oRBsoBRa- 


NEW MEXICO 

at Texas Tech 

at New Mexico State 
TEXAS SOUTHERN 
at SMU 

TULSA 

EAST CAROLINA 
HOUSTON 

at Rice 

at Tuane 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at UCF 


FFTIRLLLLLLS 


|-A INDEPENDEN 


at Akron 

RHODE ISLAND 
at Wake Forest 

at Boston College 
TEMPLE 

TULANE 

at Central Michigan 
at Georga Tech 

at Air Force 
RUTGERS 

TULSA 

vs. Navy (Baltimore, MD) 


He- 


8SaB88 


RFTTLLLLLL LK 


at Temple 

at Rutgers 
BALL STATE 
DUKE 

AIR FORCE 
at Pittsburgh 

WAKE FOREST 
DELAWARE 

at Notre Dame 

at North Texas 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

vs. ARMY (Baltimore, MD) 


> 
& 


£ 
NSSBRais8 


FTFTLLLLLS 


GEORGIA TECH 
at Penn State 

at Michigan 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 


HLLLE 
BR ae 


ee 
Sao 


FFFTLLELLL LK 


FFFLLLLLKK KLE 
RSo8BsoBRaes 


FFFTLLLLL LLY 


Bron V8saBRo- 


FFTLLLLELL LE 
oS BsaB8Raa8s 


FFTLLLLLLKLE 
BsoN8coBRae— 


FFFLLLLLLL KL 
N&SoBRae- 


Sow 


RLLLLLL LE 
RBaoBhaas 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Westem Michigan 

at Ilinols 

at Indiana 

TOLEDO 

at Northem Illinois 


at Minnesota 

at Michigan State 
TEMPLE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Boston College 
at Miami (OH) 

at Kent State 

OHIO 

AKRON 

at Eastem Michigan 
at Buffalo 

TOLEDO 


at Ruigers 

at Temple 

at Penn State 
BAYLOR 

at Ball State 
OHIO 
TOLEDO 

at Syracuse 
AKRON 

at Mami (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Kent State 


at Kansas 

TOLEDO 

at Purdue 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE 


at Kent State 

at Western Michigan 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Akron 


at Pittsburgh 

BALL STATE 

at Northem Illinois 
HOWARD 

at Vanderbilt 

at Michigan 

at Ohio 

vs, Northwestem (Detroit) 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Toledo 

BOWLING GREEN 

at Central Michigan 


at lowa State 

at Kentucky 
DELAWARE STATE 
at Akron 

at Ohio 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Ohio State 
BOWLING GREEN 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


FFFLLLLLK LL 


He 


FFFLLLLLKK LLL 
eBstsoB8R 


Rw 


FFTFLELLLLLE 
RuSsnBsaoBRpaes 


FFFRLLK LLL LS 


BSe88saB8R8an— 


NSsaBRBaaw-— 


FFFLLLLLKLKS 


~ 
> 


FLLLLL LK EES 
oRBaaBRBowo— 


vs. lowa (Chicago) 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Idaho 

at Central Michigan 
at Temple 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
al Wisconsin 

at Toledo 

KENT STATE 

atNavy 

BALL STATE 


GARDNER-WEBS 

at Louisiana-Lafayetle 
at Viginia Tech 
WYOMING 

KENT STATE 

at Buftalo 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Toledo 

at Bowling Green 
TEMPLE 

at Akron 

MAMI (OH) 


NAVY 

BUFFALO 

‘al Connecticut 

at Bowling Green 
ataArmy 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


PENN STATE 
KENT STATE 
at Westem Michigan 


PURDUE 

at Central Michigan 

al Kansas 

JOWA STATE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
UBERTY 

at Buttalo 

OHIO 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Ball State 

at Bowling Green 


at West Virginia 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
at Utah 

TCU 

at BYU 

at Navy 

UNLV 

at Colorado State 
WYOMING 

at New Mexico 

ARMY 


FFFTLLLKLL LS 
we8B8saBRo- 


FFFFLLLKL LLL 


FTTTLLLLS SRS 


ZaaaBRBow— 


FFFFLLLE KLEE 


FFFLLLLL LL LE 


FTFLOLLKLLLLE 


#28" 


vs. Colorado (Denver) 
CALIFORNIA 

at Houston 

at TCU 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
AIR FORCE 

at UNLV 

UTAH 

a BYU 

at New Mexico 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
WYOMING 


at UTEP 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Anzona 
SACRAMENTO STATE 
BYU 

at Wyoming 

at San Diego State 
AIR FORCE 

at TCU 

COLORADO STATE 
at Utah 

UNL 


vs, Washington St. (Seattle) 
at Arizona State 
PORTLAND STATE 
CINCINNATI 

at Colorado State 
at Utah 

NEW MEXICO 
BYU 

WYOMING 

at UNLY 

at Air Force 


NEW MEXICO 
atBYU 

UNLV 

al San Diego State 


at Utah State 
WISCONSIN 


at Air Force 

BYU 

COLORADO STATE 
at Wyoming 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
atTCu 

at New Maxico 


at Oregon State 
AIR FORCE 
UCLA 

at UNLV 

UTAH STATE 

at Louisvile 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
at TCU 

at Colorado State 
WYOMING 

NEW MEXICO 

at BYU 


VIRGINIA 
UTAH STATE 
at Boise State 
at Ohio 


TCU 

NEW MEXICO 

at Air Force 

UNLY 

at San Diego State 
at Utah 

BYU 

at Colorado State 


PAC-10 


TFTTLARRL 


atBYU 

NORTHERN ARIZONA 
NEW MEXICO 

at California 
WASHINGTON STATE 


FFFLLLLLL LL 
NBSaeBRa0- 


—-Hoe 


SAN JOSE STATE 
COLORADO 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
OREGON STATE 


REFE 


FFFFSLLKELLS 


at Anzona 
ARIZONA STATE 
OREGON 

at USC 


IDAHO 

at Nebraska 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at WASHINGTON 
STANFORD 
ARIZONA 

at Notre Dame 


at Oregon 
OREGON STATE 
at Caifomia 

at Arizona State 
UCLA 


at Syracuse 
BOISE STATE 
OHIO STATE 


WASHINGTON STATE 


FEFFLLLLL ELE 


FFFLLLLLLLLE 
RISNSSaBRGeH 


OKLAHOMA STATE 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
WESTERN CAROLINA 
at Alabama 

OLE MISS 

at Tennessee 

at Vanderbilt 

vs. Florida (Jacksonville) 
TROY 

AUBURN 

KENTUCKY 


at Georgia Tech 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
KENT STATE 
LOUISVILLE 

at Arkansas 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at South Carolina 
LSU 

FLORIDA 
MISSISSIPPI STATE. 
at Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
TENNESSEE 


at Mississippt State 
VIRGINIA TECH 
MIDOLE TENNESSEE 


FFFTRL 


FFFLELLK LL 


at LSU 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
VIRGINIA 

at Memphis 

ARKANSAS STATE 

at North Texas 

at Louisiana-Monroe 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 

at Troy 


ao 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


at USC 

CAL POLY 

at Washington State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
HAWAII 

at San Jose State 
FRESNO STATE 

at New Manco State 
at Nevada 


oS iooBe 


at Stantord 

at Washington State 
WASHINGTON 
CALIFORNIA 

at Oregon 

at UCLA 


ices LOUISIANA TECH 
at Boise State 


UTAH STATE 


FFTLLLLLLLLS 


i) 


at Oklahoma 

at SMU 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Arkansas 


nm 


at Wisconsin 
vs. San Diego St. (Seattle) 


joao at Tennessee 


CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
at Louisiana-Monroe 


USC 
ARIZONA 


PFFFLLOLL LSS 
-BSuNdoBRao- 


TENNESSEE 


at USC 

at Arizona 
ARIZONA STATE 
at Oregon 

UCLA 


FFFFLLLLLLLE 
RBSSoBlscaoBwpaeos 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 

at Middle Tennessee 

TROY 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


a Lovisiana-Latayette 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Troy 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


HAWAI 

at Caléornia 

at Fresno State 

at Ole Miss 

NEW MEXICO STATE 


wot soaBRBaaw- 


at Florida Atlantic 
NORTH TEXAS 
at Southem Miss 


at Colorado State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
ARIZONA 

at Oregon 
OREGON STATE 
atUCLA . 


BOISE STATE 

at Utah State 

at Idaho 

a LSU 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Nevada 


at Caifomia 
STANFORD 
OREGON STATE 


at Washington 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Florida International 


FFFTLELLLLLS 


FFSFFILLELLL LK 


FFFSTLLLLL LL |S RFTTFRLLLLLLE 


FFFTLLLLLLLS 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE at Arkansas 


at Anzona State 
WASHINGTON STATE 
USC 

at Washington 

at Stanford 


eS BS8sB8Raa- 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Nov 
Now. 
Now. 
Dec. 


HOUSTON 

at Michigan 
FRESNO STATE 
at Stanford 
CALIFORNIA 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Wastington 
USC 

ARIZONA STATE 
at Arizona 

at UCLA 
OREGON STATE 


RFTFLLELELLS 
-RBoNBSBRGo- 


UTAH 

at Cincinnati 
IDAHO STATE 
at Arizona State 
UCLA 
ARIZONA 

at California 
STANFORD 

at USC 
WASHINGTON 
at Washington State 
at Oregon 


RFFFRLLLLHLE 
oBRGe8 


UCLA 
SAN JOSE STATE 
OREGON 


FFFFLLLL LK LS 
RaSsSwu8saaBBaao- 


FTFFLLLLLL LS 
SisoiBsoBRa- 


LSU 

at Mississippi State 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Aubum 


TROY 

at ALABAMA 

KENTUCKY 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Tennessee-Chattanooga 
AUBURN 

at Ole Miss 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

ai Tennessee 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
atLsu 


KANSAS STATE 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
NEW MEXICO STATE 


STTLLLLL LLL 
Vsao8—SsoaBRBaw- 


FFFLLLLKLLLKE 
BSSNBSoBRGas 


FFFLLLLLL KES 
RPsuo8Bsow2BRBaw- 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
LSU 


at Mississippi State 


LSU 

at Tulane 

at Auburn 
JACKSONVILLE STATE 
at South Carolina 
UAB 
TENNESSEE 

at West Virginia 
at Kentucky 
ALABAMA 

at Arkansas 

OLE MISS 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Georgia 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
at LSU 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
KENTUCKY 

at North Carolina 
VANDERBILT 

at Tennessee 

at Arkansas 

FLORIDA 

CLEMSON 


at California 


RFTTLRLLLLL LL 


How — 


N8aBs 


mp 


REFTLLLLLLLS 


wo8aaBBaw— 


at Penn State 
MARYLAND 
at Miami (FL) 


MeNEESE STATE 
TROY 

at UCF 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Arkansas State 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Tennessee 

al Middie Tennessee 
al Florida International 


FETTLLLL LLL 


FFTFTLLLLLLLE 


BSASsoBsriuHwas 


Re- 


at Florida 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Lousiena-Lalayette 
Louisiana-Monroe 

at Florida Intemational 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Arkansas State 

at Georgia 

at Western Kentucky 
MADDLE TENNESSEE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


WAC 


WEBER STATE 
at Washington 
WYOMING 
SOUTHERN MISS 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
NEVADA 

at Lousiana Tech 
at Fresno State 
SAN JOSE STATE 
at Utah State 
IDAHO 

at Hawai 


SACRAMENTO STATE 
at Texas ASM 

at Oregon 

LOUISIANA TECH 

at Nevada 

at ano 

SAN JOSE STATE 


FFFELLLLLLLES 
=-RanS8S8zroBaw— 


PEFTLLLLLLLLE 
-SSr88SiuBR4508 


at Nebraska 

at Northwestem 
NICHOLLS STATE 
UNLV 

FRESNO STATE 
at Boise State 

at Utah State 
IDAHO 

at New Mexico Stale 
HANAIL 

at San Jose State 
LOUISIANA TECH 


SE LOUISIANA 
at New Mexico 
UTEP 

at Auburn 
ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 
at Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
IDAHO 

at Hawaii 
NEVADA 

#1 San Jose State 
UTAH STATE 
FRESNO STATE 


at Arizona State 
al Kansas State 
at Stanford 

al Utah State 
UC DAVIS 


FFSTLLLK ELL LK 


SOUTHERN MISS LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Florida 


ARKANSAS STATE 


ARIZONA STATE 


Tio — 
RSsas 


BOISE STATE 
UTAH STATE 

at Hawaii 

KANSAS STATE 

at New Mexico State 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Louisiana Tech 
NEVADA 


TENNESSEE TECH 


at Georgia 
ALABAMA 


TULSA 
at Clemson 
at Texas A&M 


FFFTLLLL LLL 
RaASweBseaBBinw- 


po 


FFTRLRLAL LL LS 


RSo88soBRaa- 
Book 
PFFFLLLLL KKK 


np 
Ss 


at Washington State 
NOTRE DAME 
CALIFORNIA 


FFFTLLLLLLLS 


at Stanford 

BYU 

at Utah 
WASHINGTON 

at Oregon State 
NOTRE DAME 
CALIFORNIA 

at Washington State 


LLLLLL LS 
BBoaBRaew-— 


FSFFTLLL LLL LE 
RoSo8BoBNao- 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
TROY 

TENNESSEE 

at Ole Miss 

AUBURN 

atLSU 

at Kentucky 

vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 
VANDERBILT 

at South Carolina 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
FLORIDA STATE 


FFFLLLLL LLL 


= 
2 


RELL 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
ARKANSAS 
VANDERBILT 

at Kentucky 


RICHMOND 
ALABAMA 

QLE MISS 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 
af Aubum 

GEORGIA 


FFFTLLLLLLLE 


at Troy 
ARKANSAS STATE 


at North Texas 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


at Flonda Atlantic 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


GRAMBLING STATE 


at Alabama 


at Louisiana-Lafayette 


Tho — 


FSTTTLELELLLS 
“BS satsaBR 


TBA 
at Louisiana Tech 


at UNLY 
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By Mike Farrell 
Rivals.com 


ce eR) Florida 


QB-3, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-3, DL-6, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-1 


Winning the national championship i in January propelled the Florida Gators 


to an additional national title in 2007 — on the recruiting trail. After falling just 
short a year ago, the Gators landed the top recruiting class in the country. The 


group includes 27 signees, including 20 four- and five-star prospects as ranked 


by Rivals.com. Florida picked up the top two players in the Sunshine State, 


along with five-star prospects from Georgia and South Carolina. Florida reached 


for top players from other areas of the country as well, landing standouts from 


Maryland, Indiana, California and New Jersey, showing off Urban Meyer's ability 


to recruit nationally. 

Meyer's class includes the top defensive end in the country (Carlos 
Dunlap), the No. 2 defensive tackle (Torrey Davis), the top offensive guard 
(James Wilson) and the No. 2 dual-threat quarterback (Cameron Newton). 


The 6-6, 255-pound Dunlap had a dominating senior year in which he registered 
104 tackles, 34 for loss and 16 sacks. Joining him on the future Gator defensive 


line is the 6-5, 290-pound Davis who had 16 sacks as a senior. Wilson is an 
intimidating force with good feet. The lineman can play numerous positions at 
6-4, 305-pounds. Newton is one of the fastest rising prospects in the country. 
He's big (6-5, 220) and has impressive 4.51-second speed. 

Florida filled needs all over the field, but especially at quarterback, 


defensive end and defensive back. Aside from Dunlap, Davis and Wilson, a few 
other players that could see the field early include running backs Chris Rainey 


and Bo Williams and athlete Joe Haden. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-1, ST-0 


Although they fell just short of another national championship appearance, 
Pete Carroll continues to find plenty of success on the recruiting trail. After three 


years on top in the recruiting world, Pete Carroll and company came up a little 
short with the nation’s No, 2 recruiting class. The Trojans landed 18 players in 
2007, including 16 that were ranked as four-star prospects or better by 
Rivals.com. Of those, USC landed nine of the top 15 players in California, as 


well as the No. 2 prospect in the country — who is from Louisiana. Southern Cal 


added more top recruits from across the country, including difference-makers 
from Arizona, Arkansas and Michigan. 


Leading the way for Carroll's class is running back Joe McKnight, the No. 


2 player in the country. The 6-1, 193-pound McKnight is fast and shifty, and 


likely will be the next great tailback in Trojan lore. On defense, Everson Griffen 


(nation's No. 6 overall prospect) has ridiculous speed for an end. So much so 
that he played running back for his high school team last season and ran for 
1,200 yards and 22 touchdowns. He posted 77 tackles and 16 sacks on 
defense. Griffen is an amazing athlete for his size (6-4, 266 pounds). 


Other players that likely could contribute early for Southern Cal are the top 


wide receiver in the country (Ronald Johnson), the No. 2 running back in the 
country (Marc Tyler), the No. 1 outside linebacker (Chris Galippo) and the 


No. 3 offensive guard (Kristofer O’Dowd). While McKnight brings speed, Tyler 


has power and will be a perfect complement in the Trojans offense. Johnson 
should have no problem continuing the receiver success at Southern Cal. 
Galippo is simply a tackling machine. 


QB-1, RB-5, WR-4, TE-0, OL-2, DL-7, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-5, ST-0 


Phillip Fulmer rebounded from a weak 2006 recruiting class with one of the 


top classes in the country. The class of 32 players features 16 four- or five-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. 

Tennessee landed major help on both sides of the ball, starting with the 
No. 3 prospect and No. 1 cornerback in the country in Eric Berry. In addition, 
the Volunteers landed the top inside linebacker (Chris Donald) and the No. 2 
strongside defensive end (Ben Martin). Georgia’s Berry is a lockdown corner 
who is a force all over the field. He gained 2,500 yards of total offense, and 
made 40 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. Donald should be a force 
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at linebacker for years in Knoxville, while Martin 
has the speed and size to be a terror off the edge. He 
posted a remarkable 112 tackles, 14 for loss and eight sacks 
as a senior. 

The Volunteers shored up some key positions on both sides of the 
ball. At running back and defensive back, the Vols acquired five prospects for 
each position. Texas running back Lennon Creer leads the way on offense with 
his good size and speed. On defense, Berry will be joined by four-star prospects 
Nevin McKenzie and DeAngelo Willingham. A few other players that could 
make an impact next season include the No. 2 prep school prospect (athlete 
Brent Vinson) and the No. 3 junior college prospect (wide receiver Kenny 
O'Neal). 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-3, OL-4, DL-5, LB-0, DB-3, ATH-5, ST-2 

LSU put together a solid recruiting class and finished at No. 4 in the 
rankings after picking up 26 recruits. Of those, 21 were ranked as four-star 
prospects or better by Rivals.com. Besides landing seven of the top 10 players 
in Louisiana, LSU pulled some top prospects from Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia and Michigan. 

Les Miles acquired some significant help on offense, starting with the wide 
receiver position. The Tigers landed the No. 2 wide receiver in the country, 
Terrance Toliver. The 6-4, 185-pounder hauled in 42 receptions for 842 yards 
and six touchdowns last season. Joining him on offense are wide receivers 
DeAngelo Benton and Demetrius Byrd, along with big tight end Jordon 
Corbin. A possible eventual replacement for JaMarcus Russell is Rivals250 
quarterback Jarrett Lee, who has good speed and size. He has accounted for 
more than 6,000 yards of offense and 79 touchdowns the past two years. 

The defense got a boost up front with the addition of ends Kentravis 
Aubrey and Sidell Corley. Tackles Joseph Barksdale, Will Blackwell and 
Drake Nevis provide depth along the line. Three of the five are in the 
Rivals100. LSU added plenty of speed. The Tigers landed the top athlete in the 
country, Chad Jones (No. 14 overall). Jones posted 120 tackles and 
12 interceptions last season. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-3, OL-4, DL-5, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-0 

As usual, Texas picked up another strong recruiting class with 24 
commitments. Nineteen of those prospects committed before the end of 
summer. It was no surprise that Texas cleaned up in-state by keeping 12 of the 
top 20 prospects at home, including three of the top five. 

The top recruits heading to Austin are massive offensive guard Tray Allen 
and speedy cornerback Curtis Brown. The 6-4, 305-pound Allen is the No. 2 
offensive guard in the country. Meanwhile, the 6-0, 174-pound Brown is rated as 
the No. 2 cornerback in the nation. In the past two seasons, he has accumulat- 
ed more than 2,800 yards of offense and 33 touchdowns. 

Allen will go a long way in shoring up any troubles along the offensive line. 
He'll be helped by three more linemen in Kyle Hix, Michael Huey and Aundre 
McGaskey, all of whom were ranked in the Rivals250. Other players that could 
be special for the Longhorns in the near future are athlete John Chiles, 
defensive tackle Andre Jones, wide receiver Malcolm Williams and running 
back Cody Johnson. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-6, TE-2, OL-3, DL-6, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2, ST-0 

Steve Spurrier is starting to make his presence felt at South Carolina. 
It has taken a little while, but Spurrier has put together an impressive recruiting 
class that is filled with talent. The huge, 31-recruit class isn’t just about quantity. 
Fifteen of those prospects were rated four-stars or better by Rivals.com. 

The Gamecocks hope they found their replacement for Sidney Rice in 
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6-1, 190-pound Chris Culliver. The No. 1 prospect in North Carolina and No. 19 
player in the country has blazing speed and plays a physical brand of football. 
On the opposite side of the ball, Spurrier got some help at defensive end with 
the No. 2 player in the Palmetto State, Cliff Matthews. 

South Carolina picked up some additional help on offense at wide receiver 
and on the defensive line. Aside from Culliver, Spurrier will have plenty of 
weapons in his spread offense with the likes of Jason Barnes, Michael 
Bowman, Dion Lecorn, Matt Clements and Larry Freeman. On defense, 
Spurrier has added plenty of speed and size. Three linemen could make an 
immediate impact: Travian Robertson, Weslye Saunders and Olufemi 
Ajiboye. Not to be overlooked is a new gunslinger in Rivals100 dual-threat 
quarterback Stephen Garcia. 


Auburn 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-8, DL-4, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

Another successful season for Tommy Tuberville at Auburn resulted in an 
impressive recruiting class. The Tigers put together the No. 7 rated class in the 
country according to Rivals.com, a class that brings in 30 recruits — 13 of which 
are four-star prospects. 

Offensive line was the obvious focus of this class, as eight linemen 
committed this past year. Leading the way on the line is the No. 1 prospect in 
Arkansas and No. 4 tackle in the country, Lee Ziemba. He is joined by four-star 
guard Chaz Ramsey and four-star center Ryan Pugh. 

One additional focus was at linebacker, where the Tigers pulled in five 
prospects. Four-star prospects Josh Bynes, Eltoro Freeman and Carlton 
Johnson will look to make an impact early. Two other prospects that could 
make a big impact in the near future are big 6-3, 180-pound wide receiver 
Chris Slaughter and tailback Enrique Davis, the No. 30 prospect in the 


country. 
EI Notre Dame 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-4, DL-2, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-3, ST-1 

Since Charlie Weis has taken over at Notre Dame, he has raised the 
program back to heights not seen in years. That success on the field has 
transferred to recruiting. The Irish landed the No. 8 recruiting class in the country 
for the second consecutive year. Notre Dame pulled in a solid 18-man group that 
includes talent from coast to coast. ND lured players from California, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Florida, Virginia and South Carolina. The class includes 13 players ranked as 
four-star prospects or better by Rivals.com. 

The top player in the country, 6-3, 200-pound quarterback Jimmy Clausen, 
is already on campus. In the past three years, Clausen has accumulated more 
than 9,800 yards of offense and 144 total touchdowns. He has already participat- 
ed in spring practice and will be looking to take over the starting quarterback job 
left by Brady Quinn. 

Clausen will have plenty of talent to help him at Notre Dame. Rivals100 
running backs Robert Hughes and Armando Allen will help form the backfield 
of the future. In addition, the Irish added a huge wide receiver threat in 6-5, 
209-pound Duval Kamara. Big tight end Mike Ragone should also contribute 
in the passing game. The offensive line now includes talented tackles Andrew 
Nuss and Matt Romine. Other players that could make an impact include 
athletes Steve Paskorz, Harrison Smith and Golden Tate as well as 
defensive end Kerry Neal and cornerback Gary Gray. 


Gol 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-2, OL-8, DL-4, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-1 

Despite struggling through a difficult start, Mark Richt and Georgia 
improved as the season progressed. They finished on a high note, with a big 
win in the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. Following the victory, the Bulldogs put together 
a terrific 23-man recruiting class that ranks ninth nationally and includes 
12 four-star prospects. 

Sophomore quarterback Matthew Stafford will have a lot of help along the 
offensive line in years to come. Georgia signed eight linemen, including four-star 
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prospects Trinton Sturdivant, Chris Little and Justin Anderson. Further help 
will come on offense with the addition of elusive and speedy tailback Caleb 
King. He missed most of his senior year because of injury, but ran for 2,768 
yards as a junior. In addition, further help on offense will be supplied by big tight 
ends Bruce Figgins and Aron White, along with quick wideout Israel Troupe. 

The defensive line got a major upgrade with 6-5, 275-pound junior college 
tackle Jarius Wynn. He'll be joined by four-star ends Neland Ball, Justin 
Houston and Corvey Irvin. Two other players that could make an impact soon 
are dual-threat quarterback Logan Gray and linebacker Rennie Curran. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-8, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Though he only had a month, Nick Saban jumped into the fray at Alabama 
and put together a remarkable recruiting class. The 24-player group features 10 
four-star prospects according to Rivals.com. Saban and the Crimson Tide went 
across the South for talent. They lured players from Virginia, Georgia, Texas, 
Louisiana, Florida and Tennessee. 

The three top prospects making their way to Tuscaloosa are Kerry Murphy 
(No. 4 defensive tackle), Rolando McClain (No. 2 inside linebacker) and junior 
college safety Michael Ricks. The 6-5, 315-pound Murphy accounted for 142 
tackles in the past two years at Hoover (Ala.) High. 

The Tide also added end Alex Watkins and wide bodies Luther Davis and 
Alfred McCullough on the defensive line. In addition to Ricks, Saban acquired 
two potential lockdown corners in Chris Lett and Kareem Jackson. Both could 
see playing time early. On offense, athletic wide receiver Brandon Gibson and 
versatile all-purpose back Demetrius Goode should take over some of the 


workload soon. 
11 Oregon 


OREGON 

QB-0, RB-1, WR-4, TE-2, OL-4, DL-6, LB-4, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-1 

Mike Bellotti and Oregon wrapped up a solid season with a very talented 
recruiting class. The Ducks pulled in a 29-man group that includes 12 four-star 
prospects. As usual, most of the talent came from the West, particularly 
California. 

Although a lot of talent came from the Golden State, Oregon’s top recruit is 
from Portland. Defensive tackle Myles Wade was ranked the No. 8 defensive 
tackle in the country by Rivals.com. Wade has posted 102 tackles and 13 sacks 
the past two seasons. Joining Wade along the line is 6-5, 275-pound junior 
college defensive end Will Tukufa. 

The Ducks got some major help in the defensive backfield with five 
commitments. Two four-star prospects, Todd Doxey and Anthony Gildon, 
should help defend the passing games in the Pac-10. Other players that could 
make an impact as early as next season include athlete Malachi Lewis, 
linebacker Terrance Pritchett, wide receivers Drew Davis and Terence Scott 
and offensive linemen Darrion Weems and Carson York. 


ma 
[MICHIGAN | 


ave. 

QB-1, RB-2, WR-4, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Michigan rarely has trouble on the recruiting trail, and 2007 was no 
different. Lloyd Carr and the Wolverines landed the No. 12 class in the country. 
Michigan signed 20 players, seven of whom were rated four-stars or better by 
Rivals.com. The Wolverines pulled in top prospects from Texas, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, California, Illinois, Kansas and Quebec, Canada. 

The stars of the class are quarterback Ryan Mallett and cornerback 
Donovan Warren. The 6-6, 235-pound Mallett has a huge arm and was rated 
the No. 4 prospect in the country after throwing for 3,353 yards and 31 touch- 
downs last season. The 6-0, 175-pound Warren is a speedy lockdown corner 
that rates as the No. 3 comerback in the country. He posted 87 tackles and four 
interceptions the past two seasons. 

Michigan added some depth at wide receiver and defensive back, pulling in 
four prospects for each position. The stars at wideout are big targets Toney 
Clemons and Martell Webb. On defense, Warren is joined by Rivals250 safety 
Michael Williams. Others that could make an impact in their first seasons in 


Michigan 
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Ann Arbor immediately are linebacker Austin Panter and defensive end Ryan 
Van Bergen. 


Hike 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-7, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-1 

Bill Callahan has lifted Nebraska back into the national spotlight, and that 
has resulted in success on and off the field. The Class of 2007 was a good one 
for the Cornhuskers. They pulled in a 27-man class that featured 10 four-star 
prospects according to Rivals.com. Without much talent nearby, Nebraska 
looked to states including Kansas, Arizona, Colorado, Louisiana, California and 
Florida for prospects. 

Callahan and staff acquired some major help along the defensive line with 
seven recruits. At end, William Yancy brings speed and power. He posted 84 
tackles and 10 sacks as a senior. The tackle position picked up three space 
fillers in Shukree Barfield, Kevin Dixon and Joseph Townsend. 

In addition, the defensive backfield got an upgrade with five commits. Star 
junior college players Larry Asante (safety) and Armando Murillo (cornerback) 
highlight the group. Each has good speed and size. On offense, the Cornhuskers 
added some star talent with dual-threat junior college quarterback Zac Lee. He 
threw for 3,471 yards and 31 touchdowns last season. Lee will be helped by 
power runner Quentin Castille and speedy wideout Niles Paul. 


i 


“aaa” 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-0, OL-5, DL-4, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Even though they were without Adrian Peterson for most of the season, Bob 
Stoops took the Sooners to the Fiesta Bowl. Following the successful season, 
Oklahoma pulled in another good recruiting class. Of OU’s 21 signees, 10 were 
rated four-star prospects or better by Rivals.com. 

The stars of the Sooners class are junior college inside linebacker Mike 
Reed and local outside linebacker Austin Box. The 6-4, 245-pound Reed 
comes in as the No. 2 junior college prospect in the country. He should see 
playing time immediately. The 6-3, 215-pound Box is the No. 1 player in 
Oklahoma and the No. 3 outside linebacker in the country. He posted 87 tackles, 
14 for loss and seven sacks as a senior. 

Oklahoma got some major help on both sides of the line. Stoops added five 
offensive linemen, including talented four-star prospects Phil Loadholt and 
Jason Hannan. Loadholt is a huge tackle (6-9, 360 pounds). On defense, end 
Frank Alexander is a rangy prospect coming off the edge. Other players that 
could impress next season for the Sooners are defensive backs Ryan Broyles, 
Jamell Fleming and Desmond Jackson ... as well as dual-threat quarterback 
Keith Nichol. 


10 im hic 
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QB-0, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-1, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-0 

Although they didn’t win the national championship against Florida in 
January, Ohio State and Jim Tressel put together a solid recruiting class. The 
Buckeyes group was small with just 15 recruits, but it is a talented bunch. Of the 
15 signees, 12 were rated four-star prospects by Rivals.com. 

Ohio State’s main focus was at defensive back. Safety Eugene Clifford 
leads the group at 6-2, 190-pounds. He is the No. 3 prospect in Ohio and No. 4 
safety in the country after posting 131 tackles last season. Joining him in the 
backfield are four-star prospects Donnie Evege, Nate Oliver and James 
Scott. 

The Buckeyes picked up some help on offense, too, with the addition of 
speedy running backs Daniel Herron and Brandon Saine. Finding help to 
replace the departed Ted Ginn and Anthony Gonzalez will be tough, but Taurian 
Washington should provide some instant relief. Others that could help the 
Buckeyes next season include defensive end Soloman Thomas, defensive 
tackle Cameron Heyward and linebackers Jermale Hines and Brian Rolle. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-4, TE-1, OL-4, DL-3, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-3, ST-1 

Butch Davis’ return to the college ranks has already been felt on the 
recruiting trail. In just a few short weeks, the Tar Heels accumulated one of the 
top recruiting classes in the country with 23 recruits. 

The stars of Davis’ class are five-star defensive tackle Marvin Austin and 
wide receiver Dwight Jones. The 6-2, 291-pound Austin is rated the No. 1 
tackle in the country and No. 7 prospect overall after posting 161 tackles and 25 
sacks the past two years. He'll likely make a big impact immediately for the Tar 
Heels defense. Jones is the No. 4 wide receiver in the nation and No. 22 
prospect overall. He posted 1,396 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior, and 
should continue that success at Chapel Hill. 

Wideout Rashad Mason, athlete Greg Little and massive defensive tackle 
Tydreke Powell could see early playing time. Leading the way on offense for 
the new Tar Heels is Mike Paulus, the top prospect in New York and No. 4 pro- 
style quarterback in the country. Paulus will compete for time under center next 
season. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-0, OL-4, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Despite another down year at Illinois, Ron Zook has had no trouble getting 
top talent to flock to Champaign. The Illini put together a solid 21-man class that 
features seven prospects ranked four-stars or higher by Rivals.com. Zook lured 
players from Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington D.C., Florida, California, Ohio 
and Maryland. 

The impact players in Zook’s class are five-star standouts Arrelious Benn 
(WR) and Martez Wilson (DE). The 6-1, 210-pound Benn is rated the No. 5 
receiver in the country, and is an athletic prospect that should open up the Illinois 
offense as soon as next season. In the past two years, he has accumulated 
more than 2,100 yards receiving and 25 touchdowns. The 6-4, 230-pound 
Wilson comes off the edge with tremendous speed and is the No. 2 weakside 
defensive end in the nation. He posted a jaw dropping 240 tackles, seven sacks 
and one interception as a senior 

Benn and Wilson aren't the only talents who might make an impact soon for 
the Illini. Some major holes were filled on both sides of the line. On offense, 
tackles Mark Jackson and Craig Wilson bring impressive size and speed. 

On defense, tackles Josh Brent and D’Angelo McCray are imposing forces 
that should bring additional terror to future Big Ten offenses. Rivals250 safety 
Anthony Morris is another player that may make an impact. 


J ia 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-3, TE-0, OL-3, DL-3, LB-0, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

A down year, a coaching change and an on-field brawl didn’t seem to hurt 
Miami in the recruiting game. The Hurricanes put together another impressive 
class that features 18 recruits, eight of which are rated four-stars or better by 
Rivals.com. Miami mostly stayed in-state this year, but they did acquire talent 
from Georgia, South Carolina, Colorado, New York, Nebraska and Texas. 

The Hurricanes got a major upgrade on offense after finally landing a big- 
time quarterback in 6-1, 189-pound Robert Marve. He is the No. 8 pro-style 
quarterback prospect in the country. Marve accounted for more than 5,200 yards 
of offense and 56 touchdowns as a senior. Joining him is the star of Randy 
Shannon's first class, Graig Cooper. The 5-11, 185-pound running back was the 
nation’s top prep school prospect. Cooper brings speed and elusiveness to the 
position and should fit in immediately. 

Shannon is known for defense, and he made major improvements along the 
line and in the backfield. Allen Bailey, the No. 7 strongside defensive end in the 
country, posted an impressive 112 tackles and six sacks as a senior. The 
Hurricanes added four DB prospects, including shutdown corner Doug Wiggins 
and athletic safety Damien Berry. Others that could make an impact in the near 
future include wide receiver Jermaine McKenzie, offensive tackle Orlando 
Franklin and athlete Demarcus VanDyke. 


illinois 
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QB-0, RB-0, WR-1, TE-1 , DB-2, ATH-3, ST- 

It wasn’t the best of years for Bobby Bowden. His Seminoles ended up 
making their way to the Emerald Nut Bowl. Despite that, Florida State still found 
plenty of recruiting success, landing eight four-star prospects among its 20 
commitments. 

The Seminoles vastly improved their defense with the addition of the No. 2 
outside linebacker in the country, Kendall Smith. FSU also signed the No. 5 
cornerback in the nation, Dionte Allen. The 6-1, 207-pound Smith has 
outstanding speed to blitz or sink into coverage. The 5-11, 175-pound Allen will 
likely see time next season after posting 60 tackles and two interceptions as a 
senior. The defense added further help with four-star end Jamar Jackson. 

Certainly a focus in recruiting was along the offensive line, where Florida 
State pulled in seven recruits. Leading the way is huge tackle Antwane Greenlee 
and athletic guard Zach Hillery. Two athletes that could make an immediate 
impact next season are Rivals250 prospects Bradon Paul and Bert Reed. 


} 20 | Georgia Tech 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-3, DL-3, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

After taking the Yellow Jackets to the ACC championship game, Chan 
Gailey signed a solid recruiting class in Atlanta. Georgia Tech landed an 
impressive 20-man class that features eight four-star prospects. Most of the 
recruits came from Georgia, but Gailey and company lured talent from Florida, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Alabama and Michigan. 

The aggressive defense the Yellow Jackets have become known for got 
better during the offseason. The addition of end Derrick Morgan, the No. 6 
strongside defensive end in the country, was an important one. Morgan likely will 
make an impact next year after already enrolling in class this spring. Opposite 
him is athletic Rivals250 end Jason Peters. 

With the departure of Reggie Ball and Calvin Johnson, the offense is in 
need of a major overhaul. Four-star quarterbacks Josh Nesbitt and Steven 
Threet will battle for the position. The 6-6, 225-pound Threet likely will have the 
advantage because he has already enrolled. Meanwhile, quick running back 
Jonathan Dwyer will be the eventual heir to Tashard Choice. D.J. Donley, at 
6-foot-4, 200-pounds, is the next big receiver for the Jackets. 


BT Clemson 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-1, OL-4, DL-6, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-0 

Tommy Bowden is no stranger to the recruiting game, and 2006 was a good 
year for the Tigers coach. He helped Clemson sign a 23-man class that included 
seven four-star prospects. As usual, plenty of the talent came from South 
Carolina, but the Tigers also went to Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and 
Alabama for players. 

Bowden and company have to be elated about their secondary. The Tigers 
signed lockdown cornerback Marcus Gilchrist and punishing safety DeAndre 
McDaniel. The 5-11, 175-pound Gilchrist was rated the No. 6 comerback in the 
country after recording 73 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. The 6-0, 
185-pound McDaniel is the No. 4 prep school player in the country and boasts 
excellent speed. 

The defense added depth and talent at linebacker and defensive end. 
Clemson received five linebacker commitments, including Scotty Cooper. The 
line got a major upgrade with speed end Kourtnei Brown. On offense, Willy 
Korn, the No. 5 dual-threat quarterback, could take over the position as soon as 
next year. He'll be helped by speedy receiver Markish Jones and huge 
offensive tackle Landon Walker. 


22 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-5, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-1 

California continues to turn solid success on the field into recruiting 
success. Under Jeff Tedford, 2007 was no different for the Golden Bears. Cal 
landed 25 recruits, including five four-star prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. 

California made it a focus to improve the defense, picking up five linemen 
and five linebackers. The star of the group is 6-3, 225-pound outside linebacker 
Alex Cook. The junior college star should make an immediate impact for the 


Bears this fall. The defensive backfield received help, too. Four-star prospect 
Chris Conte is an athletic safety. 

On offense, the focus was again on the line. The star of the four linemen is 
impressive tackle Matt Summers-Gavin. He'll be making a push for two quick 
and elusive tailbacks in Jahvid Best and Shane Vereen. The 5-10, 183-pound 
Best ran for more than 3,000 yards and 40 touchdowns last season. The 5-9, 
170-pound Vereen posted 1,600 yards and 24 touchdowns. Each will make a 
push to play this season. 


@ 23 Penn State 


QB-0, RB-0, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Penn State is always a national recruiting threat, and in 2007 Joe Paterno 
and company continued to display their power. The Nittany Lions landed the 
No. 23 class in the country. Penn State's group features 21 commitments, and 
eight of them are four-star prospects by Rivals.com. Much of the talent came 
from the northeast, but Paterno made inroads in Delaware, Virginia, North 
Carolina and Michigan. 

The focus for Penn State this year was on the offensive line. The Nittany 
Lions nabbed six prospects, including two four-star talents in guards J.B. 
Walton and Stefen Wisniewski. 

On defense, Penn State bulked up with talented linebackers and defensive 
backs. Four-star linebackers Chris Colasanti, Nathan Stupar and Andrew 
Dailey should keep the tradition at “Linebacker University” going strong. Safeties 
Nick Sukay and Chaz Powell bring speed and size to the secondary. Not to be 
overlooked is defensive end Devon Still, who posted 74 tackles and 13 sacks 


as a senior. 
oy Virginia 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-2, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-3, ST-1 

Al Groh and Virginia found some success on the recruiting trail in 2007, 
filling important needs. The Cavaliers landed a solid 24-man recruiting class that 
featured seven four-star prospects according to Rivals.com. Virginia pulled out 
two of the top four prospects in the Commonwealth, but also did damage in 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Illinois, North Carolina, Maryland and Kentucky. 

No question, the star of Virginia’s class is 6-5, 235-pound quarterback Peter 
Lalich. The Rivals250 prospect could likely take the starting job next season for 
the Cavaliers after accounting for more than 6,000 yards and 53 touchdowns the 
past two years. Lalich got some help with the addition of talented offensive tackle 
Lamar Milstead, the No. 4 prospect in the District of Columbia. 

Groh is known for producing linebackers, and he has four more to work with 
— including four-star prospects Terence Fells-Danzer and J’Courtney 
Williams. The 6-4, 212-pound Williams could make an immediate impact after 
posting 120 tackles and seven sacks last season. Danzer totaled 82 tackles and 
seven sacks. Others that could make an impact soon for Virginia are defensive 
backs Ras-I Dowling and Chase Minnifield. Big defensive tackle Nick 
Jenkins, who had 95 tackles and 10 sacks as a senior, could also see early 
playing time. 


PIT 2s Sra 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-0 

Rounding out the top 25 is Dave Wannstedt and Pittsburgh. The Panthers 
didn’t have the best season, but they still put together an impressive recruiting 
class. Of their 24 signees, six were rated four-star prospects or better according 
to Rivals.com. Wannstedt's name recognition from his NFL days has helped him 
land prospects from Florida, North Carolina, Kansas, D.C., Ohio and New Jersey. 

With the graduation of Tyler Palko, Pittsburgh has found its next quarter- 
back in 6-3, 220-pound Pat Bostick. Rated the No. 6 pro-style quarterback in 
the country, Bostick will be the man for Wannstedt for years to come. Bostick 
amassed 7,300 yards passing and 82 touchdowns in the past three years. He'll 
get help in the backfield from four new running backs, including four-star prep 
talent LeSean McCoy. 

Wide receiver and offensive line were positions that have been upgraded. 
Four-star wideout Aundre Wright should take some pressure off Bostick, and 
massive guard Chris Jacobson should keep defenders away from the QB. The 
defensive line picked up two big recruits in athletic end Tony Tucker and talented 
defensive tackle Tommie Duhart, who posted 58 tackles and four sacks as a senior. 
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. Ryan Miller 6-6/278 _ Littleton (Colo.)/Columbine Colorado 
. Kristofer O'Dowd 6-5/315 — Tucson (Ariz.)/Salpointe Catholic Southern Cal 
9. Michael Huey 6-5/290 Kilgore (Texas) Texas 
. Matt Romine 6-6/285 Tulsa (Okla.)/Union Notre Dame 
. Lee Ziemba 6-7/295 — Rogers (Ark.) Auburn 
. Antwane Greenlee 6-6/302 Columbus (Ga.)/Hardaway Florida State 
Anthony Davis 6-5/341 Piscataway (N.J.) Rutgers 
SS ~ Bryan Bulaga 6-5/270. Woodstock (III.)/Marian Central Catholic lowa 


Martin Coleman 6-5/290 Huntington Beach (Calif.)/Edison Southern Cal 
i Wi Co yy | {| Ni tS . Quintin Richardson 6-5/290 Columbia (S.C.)/Spring Valley South Carolina 


. Carlos Dunlap 6-6/255 — North Charleston (S.C.)//Fort Dorchester Florida 

. Everson Griffen 6-4/266 Avondale (Ariz.)/Agua Fria Southern Cal 

. Ben Martin 6-5/230 — Cincinnati LaSalle Tennessee 
Martez Wilson 6-4/230  Chicago/Simeon Illinois 

RATING HT./WT. HOMETOWN/SCHOOL COLLEGE . Cliff Matthews 6-5/245 — Cheraw (S.C.) South Carolina 

Chris Strong 6-3/251 Batesville (Miss.)/South Panola Ole Miss 

Sidell Corley 6-4/250 — Mobile (Ala.)/McGill-Toolen LSU 

Michael Keck 6-5/215 Harrisonville (Mo.) Missouri 

Richetti Jones 6-3/234 —_Dallas/Lincoln Oklahoma State 
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1. Jimmy Clausen 6-3/200 Westlake Village (Calif.)/Oaks Christian Notre Dame 


4. Ryan Mallett 6-6/235 Texarkana (Texas)/Texas High Michigan Derrick Morgan 6-4/260 Coatesville (Pa.) Georgia Tech 
- Tyrod Taylor 6-1/200 Hampton (Va.) Virginia Tech . Allen Bailey 6-4/255 Darien (Ga.)/Mcintosh County Academy Miami 


\ Cameron Newtin 6-5/220  Atlanta/Westlake Florida Travian Robertson 6-4/255 Laurinburg (N.C.)/Scotland County South Carolina 


. Aaron Corp 6-4/195 Villa Park (Calif.)/Orange Lutheran Southern Cal is ee — — 
. John Brantley 6-3/185 Ocala (Fla.)/Trinity Catholic Florida DEFENSIVE TACK 
. Mike Paulus 6-5/220 Syracuse (N.Y.)/Christian Brothers North Carolina 
. Stephen Garcia 6-3/220  Tampa/Jefferson South Carolina 
. Willy Korn 6-2/200 Duncan (S.C.)/James F. Byrnes Clemson 


. Marvin Austin 6-2/291 — Washington (D.C.)/Ballou North Carolina 
Torrey Davis 6-5/290 Seffner (Fla.)/Armwood Florida 
Da'John Harris 6-4/266 Gardena (Calif.)/Serra Southern Cal 

; a Kerry Murphy 6-5/315 Hoover (Ala.) Alabama 

=) AS . Brian Price 6-2/285 — Los Angeles (Calif.)/Crenshaw UCLA 


Joseph Barksdale 6-6/323 —_Detroit/Cass Tech LSU 
2. Joe McKnight 6-1/193 River Ridge (La.)/John Curtis Southern Cal Andre Jones 6-4/305 El Paso/Andress Texas 


. Noel Devine 5-8/175 — North Fort Myers (Fla.)/North Fort Meyers West Virginia . Myles Wade 6-2/322 Portland (Ore,)/Central Catholic Oregon 
. Mare Tyler 6-0/215 — Westlake Village (Calif.)/Oaks Christian Southern Cal Drake Nevis 6-1/281 Marrero (La.)/John Ehret LSU 
. Enrique Davis 5-11/212 Lynn Haven (Fla.)/Mosley Aubum 
36. John Clay 6-0/222 Racine (Wis.)/Park Wisconsin | - CKee 
50. Brandon Saine 6-0/200 Piqua (Ohio)/Piqua Ohio State ch tt mB ae bt a rach 
. Armando Allen 5-9/181 Hialeah (Fla.)/Miami Lakes Notre Dame Chris Galippo 6-3/235  Anaheim/Servite Southern Cal 
. Lennon Creer 6-1/202 Tatum (Texas) Tennessee . Chris Donald 6-2/220 Huntingdon (Tenn.) Tennessee 
. Robert Hughes 5-11/226  Chicago/Hubbard Notre Dame Rolando McClain 6-4/240 — Decatur (Ala.) Alabama 
. Caleb King 5-11/186 — Norcross (Ga.)/Greater Atlanta Christian Georgia 45. Kendall Smith 6-1/207 Bushnell (Fla.)/South Sumter Florida State 
5. Raymond Carter 5-11/187 Los Angeles/Crenshaw UCLA Austin Box 6-3/215 Enid (Okla.) Oklahoma 
. Chris Rainey 5-9/160 Lakeland (Florida) Florida 


Keenan Robinson 6-3/211 Plano (Texas)/East Texas 
4. Jahvid Best 5-10/183 Richmond (Calif.)/Salesian California 
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. Eric Berry 5-11/194 Fairburn (Ga.)/Creekside Tennessee 
Curtis Brown 6-0/174 — Gilmer (Texas) Texas 

. Warren 6-0/175 — Long Beach (Calif.)/Poly Michigan 

. Doug Wiggins 5-11/180 Miami North/Miami Beach Miami 

. Jerimy Finch 6-1/203 — Indianapolis/Warren Central Florida 
Dionte Allen 5-11/175 Orchard Lake (Mich.)/St. Mary's Florida State 

. Marcus Gilchrist 5-11/175 — High Point (N.C.)/T.W. Andrews Clemson 

. Major Wright 6-1/205 Fort Lauderdale Saint/Thomas Aquinas Florida 

. Jordan Bernstine 5-10/200 Des Moines (lowa)/Lincoln lowa 

. Eugene Clifford 6-2/190 — Cincinnati/Colerain Ohio State 

. Stefoin Francois 6-0/188 Reserve (La.)/East St. John LSU 
Gary Gray 5-10/163 Columbia (S.C.)/Richland Northeast Notre Dame 

. Chaz Powell 6-1/184 New Freedom (Pa.)/Susquehannock Penn State 
Morgan Burnett 6-1/182 College Park (Ga.)/North Clayton Georgia Tech 

oT =~ . Michael McNeil 6-2/200 Mobile (Ala.)/Davidson Auburn 
aa a . Ben Wells 6-1/185 Beaumont (Texas)/Ozen Texas 

38. Aron White 6-4/213 Columbia (Mo.) Rock Bridge Georgia . Marshall Jones 6-0/185 — Westlake Village (Calif.)/Oaks Christian Southern Cal 

66. Aaron Hernandez 6-4/220 Bristol (Conn.) Bristol Central Florida 

83. Mike Ragone 6-4/221 Cherry Hill (N.J.) Camden Catholic Notre Dame 


8. Ronald Johnson 6-0/177 Muskegon (Mich.) Southern Cal 
13. Terrance Toliver 6-4/185 Hempstead (Texas) LSU 

19. Chris Culliver 6-1/190 — Garner (N.C.) South Carolina 
22. Dwight Jones 6-5/210 Burlington (N.C.)/Cummings North Carolina 
24. Arrelious Benn 6-1/210 | Washington (D.C.)/Dunbar Illinois 

34. Duval Kamara 6-5/209 — Hoboken (N.J.)/Hoboken Notre Dame 
41. DeAngelo Benton 6-3/195 Bastrop (La.)/Bastrop LSU 

49. Deonte Thompson 6-0/180 Belle Glade (Fla.)/Glades Central Florida 

54. Dez Bryant 6-1/195 Lufkin (Texas) Oklahoma State 
73. Niles Paul 6-2/210 Omaha (Neb.)/North Nebraska 

80. Malcolm Williams 6-3/205 Garland (Texas) Texas 

91. Toney Clemons 6-2/205 New Kensington (Pa.)/Valley Michigan 
100. Brandon Gibson 6-2/190 Mobile (Ala.)/UMS-Wright Alabama 


. Chad Jones 6-2/220 Baton Rouge (Texas)/Southern Lab LSU 
John Chiles 6-1/195 Mansfield (Texas)/Summit Texas 
10. Josh Oglesby 6-7/315 — Milwaukee (Wis.)/Saint Francis Wisconsin . Joe Haden 5-10/189 Fort Washington (Md.)/Friendly Florida 
12. James Wilson 6-4/305 Ponte Vedra (Fla.)/Nease Florida Lamark Brown 6-3/215 St. Louis/Hazelwood West Kansas State 
16. Tray Allen 6-4/305 Grand Prairie (Texas)/South Grand Prairie Texas Gerald Jones 6-0/185 Oklahoma City (Okla.)/Millwood Tennessee 
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NAME 


Mark Barron 
Julio Jones 

Tyler Love 
Antoine McClain 
Burton Scott 
Gerell Robinson 
Blake Ayles 
Robert Golden 
Khaled Holmes 
Wes Horton 
Datone Jones 
Matt Kalil 

Uona Kavienga 
Anthony McDonald 
Darrell Scott 

D.J. Shoemate 
Tyron Smith 

E.J. Woods 

Jon Major 
Masengo Kabongo 
Nigel Bradham 
Xavier Brewer 
Michael Brewster 
TJ. Bryant 
Marcus Forston 
Jordan Futch 
Janoris Jenkins 
Patrick Johnson 
Matt Patchan 
Marcus Robinson 
Etienne Sabino 
Greg Shaw 

Eric Smith 

Brice Butler 

AJ. Harmon 
Tavarres King 
Richard Samuel 
DeAngelo Tyson 
Cornelius Washington 
Solomon Koehler 
Dan Hoch 

Steven Filer 
Brandon Green 
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TOP HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS 


HOMETOWN 
Mobile 

Foley 
Mountain Brook 
Anniston 
Prichard 
Chandler 
Orange 
Fresno 

Santa Ana 
Sherman Oaks 
Compton 
Anaheim 

Los Angeles 
Sherman Oaks 
Ventura 
Anaheim 
Moreno Valley 
Encino 

Parker 
Fairfield 
Crawfordville 
Jacksonville 
Orlando 
Tallahassee 
Miami 
Hollywood 
Pahokee 
Pompano Beach 
Seffner 
Homestead 
Miami 

Miami 

Seffner 
Norcross 
Louisville 

Mt. Airy 
Cartersville 
Statesboro 
Waynesboro 
Kaneohe 
Harlan 
Chicago 
Chicago 


NATIONAL 


RECRUITING 


STATE SCHOOL 


AL 
AL 
AL 
AL 
AL 
AZ 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 
CA 


St. Paul's 

Foley 

Mountain Brook 
Anniston 

Vigor 

Hamilton 
Orange Lutheran 
Edison 

Mater Dei 

Notre Dame 
Compton 
Servite 
Leuzinger 

Notre Dame 

St. Bonaventure 
Servite 

Rancho Verde 
Crespi 
Ponderosa 
Fairfield College Prep 
Wakulla 

Bartram Trail 
Edgewater 
Lincoln 
Northwestern 
Chaminade Madonna 
Pahokee 

Ely 

Armwood 
Homestead 

Krop 

Pace 

Armwood 
Norcross 
Jefferson County 
Habersham Central 
Cass 

Statesboro 
Burke County 
Castle 

Harlan 

Mount Carmel 
Robeson 


Arthur Brown 
Chase Clement 
Jhyryn Taylor 
Chris Tolliver 
Kenny Tate 
Lamaar Thomas 
Boubacar Cissko 
Dan O'Neill 
Michael Floyd 
Blaine Gabbert 
DeAndre Brown 
Templeton Hardy 
Charles Mitchell 
Brandon Barnes 
Robert Blanton 
Terrell Manning 
Trevor Robinson 
Baker Steinkuhler 
Art Forst 

Will Hill 

Dejuan Miller 
Landry Jones 
Brandon Beachum 
Brandon Moore 
Kyle Rudolph 
Cordale Scott 
Devoe Torrence 
Stacey McGee 
Jameel Owens 
Ethan Johnson 
Jonathan Baldwin 
Shayne Hale 
Jarred Holley 
Lucas Nix 
Terrelle Pryor 
OaQuan Bowers 
A.J, Green 
Robert Quinn 
C.C. Whitlock 
Chancey Aghayere 
Dan Buckner 
Jermie Calhoun 
Stephen Good 
DeSean Hales 
Justin Johnson 
Andrew Luck 
Sam McGuttie 
D.J. Monroe 

J.B. Shugarts 
R.J. Washington 
Aaron Williams 
Kyle Long 

EJ. Manuel 
Vinston Painter 
Ryan Williams 
Kavario Middleton 
Everette Thompson 


Wichita 
Thibodaux 
Franklinton 
Rayville 
Hyattsville 
Fort Washington 
Detroit 

Grand Haven 
St. Paul 
Ballwin 
Ocean Springs 
Sardis 
Clarksdale 
Bunn 
Matthews 
Laurinburg 
Omaha 
Lincoln 
Manasquan 
Jersey City 
Metuchen 
Artesia 
Youngstown 
Trotwood 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Massillon 
Muskogee 
Muskogee 
Portland 
Aliquippa 
Monroeville 
Easton 
Jefferson Hills 
Jeannette 
Bamberg 
Summerville 
North Charleston 
Chester 
Garland 

Allen 

Van 

Paris 

Klein 

Gilmer 
Houston 
Cypress 
Angleton 
Klein 

Keller 

Round Rock 
Charlottesville 
Virginia Beach 
Maury 
Manassas 
Lakewood 
Burien 


East 

E.D. White 
Franklinton 
Rayville 
DeMatha 
Friendly 

Cass Tech 

Grand Haven 
Cretin-Derham Hall 
Parkway West 
Ocean Springs 
North Panola 
Clarksdale 

Bunn 

Butler 

Scotland County 
Elkhorn 
Southwest 
Manasquan 

St. Peter's Prep 
Metuchen 
Artesia 

Cardinal Mooney 
Madison 

Elder 

Glenville 
Washington 
Muskogee 
Muskogee 
Lincoln 
Aliquippa 
Gateway 

Easton 

Thomas Jefferson 
Jeannette 
Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Summerville 
Fort Dorchester 
Chester 

Garland 

Allen 

Van 

Paris 

Oak 

Gilmer 

Stratford 

Cy-Fair 

Angleton 

Klein 

Fossil Ridge 
McNeil 

St. Anne's-Bellfield 
Bayside 

Maury 

Stonewall Jackson 
Lakes 

Kennedy 
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Florida 

Notre Dame 
Virginia Tech 
Michigan 
Georgia Tech 
Nebraska 
West Virginia 
Southern Cal 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
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Southern California 
Tennessee 

Miami 

Alabama 

Notre Dame 

Ohio State 

Texas 

Pittsburgh 
Nebraska 

Florida 


South Carolina 
LSU 

North Carolina 
Michigan 

Southern California 
Tennessee 

Texas 

Ole Miss 

Oregon 

Oklahoma State 


. Arkansas 
. Georgia 
. Texas 

5 ESU 

. Maryland 
. Auburn 

. Florida 
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8. Notre Dame 
9. BYU 
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Arizona 


Auburn 
Georgia 
Texas 
Colorado 
Florida State 
Florida 

LSU 
Oklahoma 
Penn State 
Notre Dame 


Alabama 
Nebraska 

North Carolina 
Florida 

LSU 

Oregon 
Tennessee 
Oklahoma State 
Illinois 

South Carolina 


Florida 


Southern California 
Tennessee 

South Carolina 
Georgia 

Missouri 

Illinois 

Clemson 

LSU 

Oregon 


. Oklahoma 
. Tennessee 
. Southern California 
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. California 
. Auburn 

. Penn State 
. lowa 

. Virginia 

. Clemson 

. Rutgers 


Tennessee 
Ohio State 
Florida 

Texas 
Michigan 
Miami 
Alabama 
South Carolina 
West Virginia 
Nebraska 


LSU 

Boston College 
California 
Auburn 

Florida 

Baylor 
Washington 
Fresno State 
Stanford 
Kansas State 


LSU 

Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Texas 

Kansas State 
Auburn 

Florida State 
Florida 
Oklahoma State 
South Carolina 
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One of the Top Five White Table Cloth Steak Houses in America, where you can experience the 
Winning tradition of Coach Don Shula and enjoy Certified Angus Beef° the best beef money can buy. 


AMERICA’S 
STEAK House 


LOCATED AT THE WYNFREY HOTEL BIRMINGHAM ALABAMA + CALL 205-444-5750 FOR RESERVATIONS 


Meet in Alabama... for Work or Play 
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Luxury, DINING, GOLE, SHOPPING, SPA. The Wynftey captures it all with the essence of European 
Elegance and state-of-the-art amenities. A beautiful outdoor pool, world-class golf, luxury shopping, 
European spa, high-speed internet access and Shula’s Steak House. As Alabama's Preferred AAA Four-Diamond 
hotel, personal service and personal comfort are uncompromised. For work or play experience the elegance today, 


Call 1-800-WYNEREY or www.wynfrey.com. 
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Alabama's 
Andre Smith)” 
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But few people recognize an offen- 
sive lineman when he walks across the 


campus. There's no spark, no recognition 
factor other than, “My God, that’s a big 
guy.” 

The offensive lineman is the needle 
in the college football haystack — he’s 
almost impossible to find. 

But every once in a while an offen- 
sive lineman comes along who stands out 
in a crowd and becomes a recognizable 
celebrity in his own right. There is one 
of those at the University of Alabama, 
an offensive lineman who stands out in 
the crowd for reasons other than just the 
fact that he is 6-4 and an eye-popping 
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348 pounds. He is 
that, or at least he 
was that, but he is 
also one of the best 
offensive linemen in 
America. 
And, he’s only a sophomore. 
He’s Andre Smith, Alabama's left 
tackle who had an unusual start to his 
collegiate career and became an Alabama 
celebrity even before pulling on a 
Crimson jersey. Then once he pulled it 
on, he became even more of a favorite. 

The Andre Smith saga started when 
he was a hotly recruited blue-chip high 
school player out of Birmingham's 
Huffman High School, where he had 
been Mr. Football in the state his senior 
season. Rivals.com considered Smith the 
No. 1 offensive guard in the nation and 
the No. 2 recruit overall, and he was the 
center of a hot recruiting war that came 
down to Alabama and USC. 

On the day Smith scheduled a news 
conference to announce his choice, he 
pulled a hat trick, but not just any hat 


trick like most prospects that come into 
press conferences with baseball hats 
from all the schools they are considering 
lined up on a table. After a fast shuffle 
and false start or two, the prospect 
eventually puts on the hat of his chosen 
school and the crowd roars, or as much 
as a crowd can roar in a high school 
auditorium. 

Smith followed the script right up 
until the last moment when it was time 
for the big man to put on the chosen 
baseball cap — only he didn't. 

He reached under the table and 
pulled out a houndstooth hat and placed 
it on his head with a big smile. The 
crowd did roar. 

“Tt was my mom who had the 
idea,” Smith said of his mother, Nesa. 

“IT thought about it for a little while and 
I said I would do it. When I put it on, 
the place broke out in applause.” 

OK, another thing you need to know 
about Andre Smith, beside his flair for 
showmanship, is that he doesn’t say 
much, and when he does talk, it is often 
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The best football programs year after year recruit the 
best athletes and mold them into the best teams. In 
your business, when you want to field the best lineup 
of equipment year after year - COUNT ON CAT! 
Caterpillar equipment can help you tackle most any 
earthmoving, construction, paving or forestry job. 


Artratta/GapspeNn 
(256) 570-1100 
BIRMINGHAM 
(205) 841-8601 
CRESTVIEW 
(850) 682-6510 
Decatur/HuNTSVILLE 
(256) 353-7721 
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Thompson cat Rental 


DoTHAN Opevika/AuBuRN 
(334) 671-1040 (334) 749-3359 
Marianna OxrForp/ANNISTON 
(850) 526-2241 (256) 831-4104 
MoBiLe Panama City 
(251) 626-5100 (850) 785-4007 
MoNTGOMERY PENSACOLA 
(334) 215-5000 (850) 471-6700 


COUNT ON THE CAT RENTAL STORE! 


The Cat Rental Store is the newest member of the 
Thompson team, and it carries the full line of Cat 
Compact Construction Equipment for rent or sale, 
along with a broad array of construction and industrial 
equipment from allied vendors. 


For more information, please contact your nearest 
Thompson Cat Rental Store or call 
1-800-RENT-CAT. 
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And no team can be successful without a solid 
support system to keep its players in top shape. 
When you need parts and service for your 
equipment - Count on Thompson! 

With 16 locations in Alabama and northwest Florida, 
we're your team’s biggest supporters. 


Shevpy County 
(205) 664-4833 


THOMASVILLE 


(334) 636-0420 


TUSCALOOSA 


(205) 553-5511 


TuscumBiA 


(256) 381-2771 


BIRMINGHAM 

(205) 326-0334 
DoTHAN 

(334) 673-3300 
Mapison 

(256) 772-0034 
MosiLe 

(251) 452-1180 
MontGomeRY 

(334) 262-1101 
Oxrorp/ANNISTON 

(256) 835-5737 


Panama City 
(850) 873-6540 
PENSACOLA 
(850) 471-6710 
SHeLBy County 
(205) 664-9489 
THOMASVILLE 
(334) 636-2903 
TUSCALOOSA 
(205) 247-3402 
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Exoectations 


with understatement. Smith said there 
was applause, others who were there said 
it was near pandemonium. 

Whoever is right hardly matters; 
what does matter is that Smith under- 
stood that putting on a houndstooth hat 
was more than clever theater; it was 
a way to reach into the heart of Alabama 
fans and give the old heartstrings a gen- 
tle tug. 

“You can’t get any better than 
Alabama,” Smith said, explaining his 
decision picking Alabama over USC. 

“I could have gone out there to USC, 
but this is close to home; you meet 
great new people; the academics are 
good. It was just the best place for me.” 

Nobody at Alabama would argue 
that. Smith arrived on campus and 
stepped right into a starting job at the 
left tackle spot — a most crucial spot on 
the offensive line because the left tackle 
generally is the man in charge of pro- 
tecting his quarterback’s back from 
onrushing defensive players with bad 
attitudes. 

For a true freshman to start for any 
team at any position is unusual, but for 
a true freshman to start on the offensive 
line in a conference as tough as the 
Southeastern Conference is highly 
unusual. 

“That's not something that is easily 
done,” said Bob Connelly, current UCLA 
assistant coach who coached Alabama's 
offensive line last season. “More impor- 
tantly, the guy comes in and plays left 
tackle in the SEC against the talent they 
face week in and week out. That’s just 
something that is extremely hard to do 
for a freshman in the offensive line. 

“When he came in, he had an edge 
because of his physical stature,” 
Connelly said. “He was bigger, stronger 
and incredibly athletic for his size. He 
could hold up physically, and that’s the 
biggest challenge for a freshman offen- 


AG Linoy's SPORTS ANNUALS 


sive lineman, holding 
up against guys who 
have played for two 
and three years and 
are grown men. 
Because of his size 
coming in, he was very fortunate he 
could do that.” 

Smith came into the opening game 
against Hawaii last season carrying 
expectations on his broad shoulders. 
After all the accomplishments he had 
accumulated while in high school, it 
would have been easy for him to come 
in a little cocky. But that’s not Smith's 
style. He is, according to Connelly, 

a humble kid who comes from a good 
family. When he walked out of the tun- 
nel in Bryant-Denny Stadium before 
92,138 fans on Sept. 2 of 2006, Smith 
said he had one thing on his mind. 

“Don't embarrass myself,” he said. 

“Tt was exciting,” he said after 
Alabama's 26-17 victory. “It was definite- 
ly a learning experience as far as how 
fast the speed was. Overall, I had a great 
time. Our offensive line did great. Both 
offensive and defensive sides did well. 
That's how we were able to come out 
with the win.” 

Smith shouldn't have worried about 
embarrassing himself. He didn’t against 
Hawaii or any of the other teams he 
faced in his freshman year, a year that 
concluded with Smith making the 
Rivals.com Freshman All-American Team 
and the SEC All-Freshman team. 

He became just the seventh true 
freshman to start the opener for 
Alabama since 1972 when true freshmen 
became eligible. He started every game 
of the 2006 season including the bowl 
game and wound up leading the team by 
playing 800 snaps, which included play- 
ing on extra point and field goal units. 
He was on the field for 65 or more snaps 
nine times. Smith was credited with five 
knockdowns against Vanderbilt and four 
against Louisiana-Monroe. 

He capped the season by scoring a 
touchdown in the Independence Bowl in 
Alabama's 31-24 loss to Oklahoma State. 
He plowed over for the score from two- 
yards out on a lateral from John Parker 
Wilson that conjured up images of 
William “Refrigerator” Perry, the 326- 
pound Chicago Bear defensive lineman 


Mike Ditka often put at fullback in goal 
line situations. 

The outstanding freshman season by 
Smith did not come as a surprise to his 
coaches. They knew what they had when 
they recruited him. 

“Andre Smith is a big guy that plays 
quicker than most guys his size,” former 
Alabama head coach Mike Shula said. 
“He is a good athlete. He can change 
directions and bend. He is a good pass 
protector. He's got a lot of things going 
for him physically.” 

“He wasn't the No. 1 offensive line- 
man in the country for no reason,” said 
Connelly. “(Playing as a freshman) will 
be good for him in the future. He has 
a year with more experience. He’s bigger, 
stronger, faster; there is nothing but 
good things ahead for him. I truly 
believe the sky is the limit.” 

But for all his personal success, 
the failure of Alabama to maintain the 
momentum of the 10-win season the 
Tide posted in 2005 gnaws at the sopho- 
more. 

“Tt was a shocking year coming off 
a 10-win season,” he said. 

Shula was fired and Alabama's 
search for a new coach was almost a 
vaudevillian comedy of errors. Alabama’s 
proud football program took a public 
relations beating as several coaches 
announced they were not interested in 
coaching Alabama. The fact that 
Alabama had not shown interest in most 
of them just magnified the ridiculous- 
ness of the situation. It was a tough 
time for Alabama players as they heard 
over and over again that top coaches did 
not want to coach them, which was not 
exactly the case, but it was the percep- 
tion. 

But Smith didn’t worry about the 
situation. Why should he? 

“I — we — pretty much had 
a theory, that you shouldn't worry about 
something you can't control,” Smith 
said, recalling those strange days from 
November and December. “Whomever 
they bring in, we just will work hard 
and find out what makes him tick; what 
makes him happy.” 

One thing Smith could control was 
how ready he was going to be when the 
new coach arrived on campus. That 
meant making the offseason productive 
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and for that he recalled some advice he 
got from Connelly when Smith arrived in 
Tuscaloosa. Connolly, now the offensive 
line coach at UCLA, remembers it well. 
In fact, when Connolly met his new tack- 
le, he realized he had a big problem on 
his hands — Smith was bigger than 
Connelly expected or wanted. 

“He came to me at 362 (pounds) 
and I got him down to 330,” Connelly 
said. “He played for us between 330 and 
335. I told him the ideal playing weight 
for him was 315 or less.” 

Smith took the advice to heart. 
During this past offseason, even before 
Alabama had a coach, the big tackle 
worked hard to become a little less of 
a big tackle. He succeeded. This spring, 
the new Alabama coaching staff saw 
a slimmer Andre Smith, and the sopho- 
more feels like it helped him. 

“I was happy (with spring),” Smith 
said. “I dropped 24 pounds and I am 
really happy about that. I feel better, 
run better.” 

Smith's offseason work set a good 
example for his teammates, but that’s 
nothing new. He’s been a leader, but not 
exactly a rah-rah guy like you think of 
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in terms of being a leader. You think of 
a player getting in another player's face 
on the sidelines or in the huddle, but 
that’s not Smith’s way. 

“(Being a leader) comes with experi- 
ence,” Connelly said, recalling how Smith 
reacted as a freshman and how team- 
mates reacted to him. 

“What he did was he earned instant 
respect for his talent,” Connelly said. 
“He's a quiet young man; he doesn’t get 
emotionally into things. He’s not a vocal 
leader, but earns the respect of his team- 
mates and opponents with the way he 
plays.” 

Smith played well enough to earn 
media respect for the upcoming season. 
He is rated as the No. 6 offensive tackle 
in the nation and on the first-team 
All-SEC and second-team All-American 
teams by Lindy’s. There will be more 
attention heaped on the sophomore 
tackle who will be in the spotlight even 
more this season because of who will be 
coaching the Crimson Tide this fall. 

After the lengthy coach search, 
athletic director Mal Moore hired the 
man he wanted all along: Nick Saban, 
former national championship coach for 


LSU and most recently the coach of the 
Miami Dolphins of the National Football 
League. Saban brings a tough, no-non- 
sense approach to Alabama, something 
the Crimson Tide players have already 
seen. 

Smith said he wanted to find out 
what makes the new coach tick and 
what sets him off. He found out quickly 
that winning makes Saban tick, which is 
fine. He also found out there are certain 
things that set him off. 

“Not finishing; not playing through 
the whistle,” Smith said. “Self-imposed 
penalties like holding, jumping off 
sides.” 

Those were things noticeably miss- 
ing from Alabama's Spring Game, a game 
that drew national attention when an 
announced crowd of 92,138, which is 
capacity, showed up to get a look at 
Saban’s first Alabama team. 

“T had heard rumors about 90,000 
showing up,” said Smith, “so I was pret- 
ty impressed. We really appreciated the 
support of our fans. It showed we still 
have a strong fan base despite the fact 
that we didn’t do so well last season. 

It showed they will still come out and 
have fun and support us.” 

Smith finds himself working under 
a new line coach in Joe Pendry, whose 
19 years in the NFL are enticing to 
Smith, a player who will certainly play 
on the next level. 

“He was in the NFL forever, so he 
will get you prepared for the next level,” 
Smith said. “My attitude with him has 
been to go in and work hard and pay 
attention to the techniques he is teach- 
ing.” 

Alabama fans hope that Smith 
enjoys a long NFL career, but not too 
soon. Three more years out of Andre 
Smith under Saban and Pendry promise 
good things for the Crimson Tide. That 
also appeals to Smith, who knows 
Alabama's tradition is something to be 
proud of, but it is not enough. 

“Things run through your mind, like 
I love that Alabama has won 12 national 
championships,” Smith said, “but it is 
time for us to get our own. I believe we 
are making strides toward doing that.” 

That's the kind of talk you expect 
from a guy who understands the lure of 
a houndstooth hat. @ 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2007 


OUTDOOR INVESTMENTS, LLC 


DBA 
> 
RAOSSY QGQAK. 


PROPERTIES 
OF BIRMINGHAM 


Specializing in Land Location Listing Farms and Lands 


Are you looking for that special place? 
-WE CAN FIND IT- 


Edward Elliott, Lake Location Specialist Caldwell Hartley, Land Specialist 
(205) 482-8098 cell (205) 492-1335 cell 


Tammi Manley, Horse Farm Specialist 
(205) 490-7620 cell 


Owner/Broker 601 20th Street 
Charlie Israel Birmingham, AL 35210 
(205) 901-2689 cell (205) 951-2221 office 


www.mossyoakproperties.com (205) 951-2277 fax 


~ IAN 


ww —=—LONGLIVE THE KINGS 


by Lyn Scarbrough 


e was only two years old, 
but the memory is still as 
fresh today as it was the 
day that it happened. 

You might say that little King 
Dunlap was on the sidelines — stay- 
ing out of the way of “Granddaddy 
King,” the reigning patriarch of the 
family. Not everybody had made that 
same wise decision. 

“My cousins were running around 
his house and Granddaddy told them 
to stop,” Dunlap recalled. “But, they 
just kept circling around and around 
the living room and bedroom. 

“He wasn't a real big guy like 
a lot of others in the family. But, 
he was tough and he stressed disci- 
pline. He had been in the Army and 
he worked with the Boy Scouts. He 
meant business.” 

So, when the cousins wouldn't 
stop it ... Granddaddy did. 

“When he had enough, he just 
took a cane and stuck it out,” Dunlap 
said. “He just about wrung their 
necks. If you did what you were sup- 
posed to, you were OK. But, if not ... 
That's stuck with me to this day. 

“Discipline. That's what he taught 
us. Take responsibility for what you 
do and have discipline.” 

Now, 20 years later, that same 
“little” King Dunlap stands 6-9 and 
weighs 320 pounds. He’s not in 
much danger of anybody wringing 
his neck ... except maybe the 
Auburn offensive line coach, Hugh 
Nall, if Dunlap’s not handling his 
assignments as he was taught. 

“Coach Nall preaches discipline, 
too,” Dunlap says. “In that way, 
it’s a lot like what my granddaddy 
taught. When we take our place at 
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the line of scrimmage, he expects us 
to be disciplined.” 

One thing is sure. When the Auburn 
offense breaks the huddle, the senior 
left tackle is not hard to find. He's 
the one towering over those other 
Tiger giants in the trenches. 

King Dunlap is distinctive — 
probably like the “King Dunlaps” 
who came before him — all four of 
them. 

“Actually, I’m King Dunlap V,” he 
explained. “Granddaddy King was 
King III and my father is King IV. 

I really don’t know if those first 
ones were distinctive or not. My dad 
said the name started back in the 
late 1800s, but we don’t know much 
about the background. But, I want 
to find out.” 

A lot of people have already found 
out about King Dunlap V since he 
came to Auburn from Brentwood 
Academy just south of Nashville (TN) 
as part of the 2002 recruiting class. 
At 6-9, 270 pounds, he was a bas- 
ketball player in a football uniform. 

“I always enjoyed basketball, espe- 
cially in high school,” he recalled. 
“Brentwood won the state champi- 
onship and I played center and 
power forward. Brandan Wright 
(6-9 North Carolina Tar Heels’ power 
forward who recently declared for 
the NBA Draft) was also on our 
team. He was younger than me, but 
we were both on the front line. We 
had a really good high school team.” 

He considered sticking with bas- 
ketball, but he was guided in a dif- 
ferent direction by a strong influ- 
ence ... King Dunlap IV. 

“My father played football at 
Tennessee State and three years in 
the NFL,” he said. “He got hurt play- 
ing professional ball. So, he’s been 
there and has always known what 
I've gone through. 

“I wanted to quit high school 
football and concentrate on basket- 
ball. My dad helped me see what was 
best for me. For sure, it was the 
right decision. Basketball is probably 
not physical enough for me. I like 
the contact. I would much rather 
knock off somebody's helmet than 
shoot a foul shot.” 

Basketball’s loss was Auburn foot- 
ball’s gain. And, the ride has been 
a great one for King Dunlap V and 
Auburn football. 


During his three varsity seasons, 
Auburn has won 33 games. Only 
Southern Cal and Texas have won 
more among all teams in college 
football. There was the undefeated 
season (2004), two Western Division 
titles and an SEC championship. Out 
of 12 games combined against 
Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, LSU and 
Alabama ... Auburn has won 10, 
including all three against the 
Crimson Tide. 

King Dunlap and the offensive line 
have been key to the success. 

“The main thing about King is 
that he developed from a basketball 
player into a football player,” said 
Nall. “When he got here, he weighed 
about 270 and with that height, 
looked like he weighed 230. He's in 
the 300s now, but looks like he’s in 
the 280s. His arms have developed. 
He has more overall size. He’s faster. 
He looks like a football player now. 

“Probably more important, he 
understands the game better. His 
football temperament has improved.” 

And, as the only returning senior 
starter in the offensive line, he is 
taking his role seriously. 

“I don’t see this as pressure on 
me,” Dunlap said. “It’s an opportuni- 
ty. I remember how those guys 
helped me when I was a younger 
player. I want to do the same thing 
now ... help the incoming guys and 
the guys stepping into a starting 
position for the first time. 

“Help everyone to learn. Give 
them insight into what’s happening 
on the field. It’s different starting 
than coming in as a back-up. I've 
done both, so hopefully I can help 
the whole offensive line.” 

Nall has already seen that increased 
leadership role taking shape. 

“I noticed it first back during win- 
ter workouts when we were running 
sprints every day,” he said. “In the 
past, King might be one of the last 
guys to finish. This time, he was 
working hard to be the first. 

“He understands the importance of 
leading by example. That comes with 
developing strength and endurance, 
developing confidence. When you're 
that big on that frame, it takes a lot 
to carry it. He can do that. But, it’s 


attitude, too. He’s a senior now. It’s 


important that the other guys see 
‘him giving it full effort all the time 


and he’s trying to do that.” 

Dunlap knows what Nall demands 
from his linemen. 

“Coach Nall is hard on us about 
discipline,” he said. “He expects per- 
fection. We all know that nobody is 
perfect, but that’s what he expects 
us to strive for. That’s what you 
should always strive for in football.” 

Dunlap’s striving on the gridiron 
started at a very young age. He was 
strapping on the helmet at age four. 

“I started playing for the ‘Una 
Bears’ of Nashville,” he remembered. 
“T played for that team at the differ- 
ent age levels from age four through 
age 12 ... and we went undefeated 
six of those eight seasons. We won 
the Mid-State Youth Football cham- 
pionship each time.” 

In those days, King Dunlap was 
not the towering tackle. It was King 
Dunlap, touchdown maker. 

“My first year, I was the back-up 
quarterback and starting tight end. 
I'll never forget my first touchdown. 
We ran the end-around, so I took 
the ball and hit the sideline. I took 
off fast as I could go, and somehow 
out of the corner of my eye, I saw 
my mother running down the side- 
line outside the fence line. She ran 
stride-for-stride with me until I hit 
the end zone.” 

“Those were great days. A lot of my 
best friends played on those teams 
and we're still close friends today.” 

That group includes several other 
college football players — Darren 
Mustin (Alabama linebacker), Theo 
Townsend (Austin Peay running 
back) and Mike Berry (fellow 
Auburn lineman). 

Dunlap has developed some other 
pretty close friendships with people 
like Ben Grubbs, Jonathon Palmer, 
Joe Cope and Tim Duckworth — 
the other four starters in Auburn’s 
2006 offensive line. But, those guys 
are gone now. 

His replacement friends won't 
exactly be well-known to many 
Auburn fans ... names like Jason 
Bosley, Leon Hart, Andrew McCain, 
Tryonne Green ... likely to be the 
other starters. 

“You just can’t replace experi- 
ence,” Nall said. “Other than King, 
we have fewer than 20 total starts 
among what will likely be our start- 
ing group and that’s not very good. 
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“An offensive line is a team within 
a team. They have to know what 
each other is going to do. They have 
to perfect this by playing together. 
When you call a player a good offen- 
sive lineman, that primarily means 
one thing — he’s made a lot of mis- 
takes. Not many of our guys have 
had the opportunity to make those 
mistakes, so we've got a lot of mis- 
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AUBURN 


takes coming.” 

Unfortunately, there’s no room 
for mistakes on the 2007 schedule. 
It gets real tough, real fast ... and 
after that, it gets a lot worse. 

Auburn opens with Kansas State, 
winners over Texas last season. Next 
up is South Florida, the same team 
that won at West Virginia and 
Pittsburgh, before winning its first 


ne 
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ever postseason bowl game. Then, 
road games will still be ahead at 
Arkansas, at Florida, at LSU and at 
Georgia. Few teams will face a more 
daunting challenge. 

“This will be a big challenge, but 
I think we're ready for it,” Dunlap 
said. “We know what's expected from 
an Auburn offensive lineman in 
order to win.” 
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Those standards are high. Seven 
former Auburn offensive linemen 
were on NFL rosters in 2006, includ- 
ing All-Pro Willie Anderson and 
Rookie Lineman of the Year Marcus 
McNeill. Some of Dunlap’s teammates 
will be on NFL rosters in September. 

“We've set a high mark here,” Nall 
admitted. “We take pride in that 
standard. We preach to our guys 
that you can’t worry about what 
others say or do. We expect you to 
hustle and give great effort. And, 
they know that I'll find five guys 
that will do that.” 

Even though the line will be 
young, confidence is already growing 
in their ability to do the job. 

“This spring, primary emphasis 
was on getting an offensive line that 
would mesh,” said running backs 
coach Eddie Gran. “We needed to 
start finding out quickly who we 
could go to war with this fall. 

“Tt was exciting to watch, the 
tenacity with which those guys 
played, their willingness and desire 
to get better. In the 15 practices, 
they got better and improved 
through every practice. That’s some- 
thing you can hang your hat on.” 

Auburn has established itself as 
one of the nation’s top teams for 
producing All-American running 
backs. Gran pointed out the impor- 
tant role played by the offensive line 
in building that reputation. 

“We expect to have the leaque’s 
best combination of outstanding 
runners and good pass protection,” 
he said. “In order to do that, the 
running backs have to learn where 
to hit the holes according to the job 
that the offensive line is doing. 
That's especially true with new 
backs. That started to jell as spring 
practice went on.” 

Dunlap and the returning lettermen 
will be joined this fall by a freshman 
offensive line class ranked No. 1 in 
the nation by Rivals.com and Lindy’s. 

“Let's say I’m cautiously excited,” 
admitted Nall. “Of course, there's no 
way to know for sure until a couple 
of years down the road. But, I like 
every one of our incoming guys, not 
only as football players, but as indi- 
viduals. They're hard-nosed, tough 
kids. This is no glory position, so 
you have to get players that just 
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love to play the game. Usually you 
think it will take some time before 
a freshman offensive lineman can 
contribute much. I’m not so sure 
these guys couldn't come in and 
help right away from the physical 
standpoint.” 

Still, with four starters gone and 
so much emphasis on youth, the 
Tiger line won't have high presea- 
son rankings. 

“A lot of people will underestimate 
us,” Dunlap acknowledged. “And, 

I guess that’s understandable since 
we lost so many starters. But, we 
know what we have to do. 

“A lot of people don't realize that 
(quarterback) Brandon (Cox) played 
injured last year. He’s healthy again 
now. His real talent will show again, 
more than ever before. It’s our job to 
make sure he stays healthy. 

“And, we're going to have great 
running backs again this season. 
They're young, so they'll probably be 
underrated, too. But, all they need 
is a crease and they can be gone. 

If we do our job, it makes their job 
easier. They get the headlines, but 
we all know where it starts. 

“Once we get everybody in place, 
we're going to be a whole lot better 
than some people might expect. 

I think things are going to be good 
in Auburn this fall.” 

Of course, from Dunlap’s perspec- 
tive, most everything has been good 
during his years at Auburn. 

“I remember when I was in high 
school, the guys would come back 
home and tell us how great it was at 
Auburn,” he recalled. “You didn’t 
think it could be that good, but 
they were right.” 

“They” included some of Dunlap’s 
former teammates at Brentwood 
Academy, which has become an 
Auburn pipeline of sorts, sending 
some of the South's top players to 
the Plains. 

“Tt started with Taylor Bourgeois 
(OT, 2002),” Dunlap said. “He tore 
up his shoulder and didn’t get to 
finish his career here, but he would 
come back and tell all of us that we 
needed to seriously consider Auburn 
because of the quality of the foot- 
ball program, but also because of the 
school itself and the people.” 

Bourgeois was followed by Jake 


Slaughter (FB/LB, 2002-2005). 
Then came punter Kody Bliss, 
placekicker John Vaughn and deep 
snapper Pete Compton. Offensive 
lineman Mike Berry signed in 2006. 
A.J. Greene, another offensive line- 
man, signed in February. And, for- 
mer tight end Cooper Wallace also 
came from the same area, playing 
at nearby Christ Presbyterian. 

“Of course, the influence of our 
friends had an impact on the deci- 
sion,” said Dunlap. “Then, when you 
found out about the coaching staff 
and about the type of program here, 
that completed the decision. 

“Staying in school and graduating 
is what the Auburn program is about. 
College isn’t just about football. Look 
at all the Auburn players that in 
recent years have stayed in school 
and are still having good NFL careers. 

“Academics is one of the main 
things and another is character. We 
take pride in not having our players’ 
names in the news for negative 
things. That hasn't happened here 
often. We're being taught to be good 
people period, not just good football 
players. It’s embarrassing if your 
teammates do negative things. That 
reflects badly on them, their team 
and our fans. That’s not what 
Auburn football stands for.” 

There’s another big reason why 
that positive example has become 
so important to the senior lineman. 
That reason is ... King Dunlap VI. 

“My son had his first birthday in 
April,” the smiling Dunlap said 
proudly about his namesake. “You 
know my greatest football experi- 
ence was when we beat LSU in 2004. 
They were the defending national 
champions and it got things going 
for our undefeated season. And who 
knows what can happen this season? 
Maybe my best college football expe- 
rience hasn’t happened yet. 

“But, that LSU win didn’t compare 
to the birth of my son last year. To 
watch his birth, to see new life com-. 
ing into the world. That’s the great- 
est thing that I've ever experienced. 
But, it’s also the greatest responsi- 
bility that I’ve ever been given.” 

There it is again. Discipline and 
responsibility. 

“Granddaddy King” would be 
proud. @ 
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eil Callaway is no stranger to 
winning. He played on three 
SEC Championship teams as 
an offensive lineman at the 
University of Alabama, and has been 
associated with seven SEC titles as an 
assistant coach. 

In 2002, Callaway’s Georgia offense 
— which he coached the last six seasons 
— averaged 32 points per game, on its 
way to capturing a conference champi- 
onship and ending the season with 
a Sugar Bowl win over Florida State. 

So what does this all add up to? 

A great hire for UAB and an opportunity 
for Callaway to finally get a chance at 
being a head coach. 

“Tt's good,” said Callaway, after 
being asked about landing his first head 
coaching job in the state of Alabama. 
“After playing for coach Bryant and 
having coached with Pat Dye at Auburn, 
I understand how important football is 
in this state. So it’s definitely a good 
thing.” 

The position came open when 
Watson Brown left to become the new 
head coach at Tennessee Tech. It was 
Brown’s second-consecutive disappoint- 
ing season, and one which would end 
with Blazers winning only three games. 
In 2005, UAB won five games. 

Callaway is just the third coach in 
UAB history and is hoping to revive 
a football program that has an all-time 
record of 89-86-2 and a Division I-A 
record of 57-68. 

“Tt is very important to have the 
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By Matt Lowe 


UAB set 
to soar 
under 
long-time 
assistant 


right mindset and believe you're going to 
win in adverse situations,” said Callaway. 
“If we can do that, then we are going to 
win.” 

Winning will be a challenge for the 
Blazers when they open the season on 
the road against Michigan State and 
Florida State, but that isn’t necessarily 
something that should be looked at as 
a negative. 

“Tt’s a challenge, certainly, but 
I think it will allow our players to play 
and compete against some of the best 
players in the country,” said Callaway. 
“So it's definitely a positive. 

“Every game is crucial, no matter on 
the road or at home. We're not playing 
to look good; we're playing to win. It’s 
especially good to win at home; to get 
the fan base and draw interest. If people 
took the time and spent the money to 
come see us, we want them to come 
back. So winning at home is important.” 

UAB plays only five home games in 
2007, but four of those are against 
Tulane, Houston, Southern Miss and the 
University of Central Florida. A solid East 
Carolina team is sandwiched between the 
four, so that should be a critical stretch 
of the season for UAB. 

The Blazers round out the schedule 
by traveling to Memphis on November 17 
and Marshall on November 24. A home 
game with Alcorn State follows the visit 


to Tallahassee, and trips to Tulsa and 
Mississippi State take place on 
September 29th and October 6th. 

The Blazers return 10 starters — 
four on offense and four on defense; 

a kicker and punter — to a team that 
will feature multiple formations on and 
offense and a 4-3 look on defense. 

With all of Callaway’s offensive line 
expertise and astute grasp of play-call- 
ing, he won't be calling the shots at his 
new job. That will be left to newly 
appointed offensive coordinator Kim 
Helton. Helton was the head coach at 
Houston from 1993-1999 and was the 
offensive coordinator under legendary 
coach Howard Schnellenberger at Miami 
from 1979-1982. 

“I will be involved in the offense, 
sure, but I’m going to let my coaches do 
their jobs,” said Callaway. “I'll have my 
input, but I hired them to do a job and 
I'm confident they can do it.” 

One decision Callaway will have to 
make is who will be the starting quarter- 
back. 

Joseph Webb (6-3, 210) and Sam 
Hunt (6-3 215) are the prime candidates. 
The two have good size and athletic abil- 
ity, but just need to become more con- 
sistent. The change from a Watson Brown 
approach, to the Neil Callaway approach, 
may be just what the doctor ordered for 
these talented quarterbacks and the UAB 
team as a whole. 

“Both are good athletes and good 
leaders,” said Callaway about his quarter- 
backs. “Sam just returned from surgery, 
so he was a little rusty; but all-together, 
I thought both had good springs.” 

When asked where he thought the 
UAB program would be in five years, 
Callaway responded by saying, “Hopefully 
good enough to win this conference year- 
in-and-year out and possess the ability to 
beat anyone in the country.” 

For a school with enormous poten- 
tial, that’s not a bad goal to have. m 
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OMAR HAUGABOOK LEADS 
A POTENT TROY OFFENSE. 


check. 


bowl victory ... 
Sun Belt Conference title 

. check. 
Conference Player of the 


Year ... check. 

It was a season to remember and a 
season of firsts for the Troy football pro- 
gram last year. After beginning the 2006 
campaign with a brutal non-conference 
schedule, coach Larry Blakeney’s team 
fell to 1-4. 

With their backs against the wall 
and facing the threat of a losing season, 
the Trojans rebounded to win six of their 
final seven games en route to capturing 
the school’s first-ever Division I-A con- 
ference title. 

Over three weeks later, a 41-17 vic- 
tory over Rice in the New Orleans Bowl 
was the icing on the cake for the 
Trojans. It also put a fitting end to the 
best season in Division I-A football to 
date for Troy University. 

“Tt would have been better if these 
championships would've come earlier, 
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but we'll take them,” 
said Blakeney. “We've 
climbed the ladder 
through I-A and made 

a little noise here and 
there, but we've also 
beaten some good teams 
along the way. 

“In ‘04, we got into 
the league (Sun Belt) 
and went 5-2, but lost 
to Northern Illinois in 
our first ever bowl game. This past sea- 
son, we start off with a win, but have to 
go to Florida State, to Georgia Tech and 
to Nebraska. After the trip to Lincoln, 
we traveled to Birmingham to play UAB, 
which ended in a loss. It’s tough for the 
players with a stretch like that, but our 
guys hung in there, and we finished the 
season on a good note.” 

And success breeds success. 

With the return of senior quarter- 
back Omar Haugabook — the Sun Belt 
Conference Player of the Year — and 
eight starters back on defense, the 
Trojans seem poised to retain their 
stronghold on the conference title. 

Haugabook, senior running back 
Kenny Cattouse and senior receiver 
Gerald Tate should combine to give Troy 
the most athletic group of skill players 
in the Sun Belt. There are still some 
question marks surrounding the offen- 
sive line — only junior guard Chris 
Jamison returns — but the Troy offense 
should remain potent. 

“Number one, he’s (Haugabook) 

a very accountable young man on and 
off the field.” said Blakeney. “He studies 
hard, knows the game and is a solid 
leader. He’s not your prototypical drop- 
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By Matt Lowe 


back passer, but he can make a lot of 
things happen.” 

“There's a ton of interest in what 
we're doing right now,” said Blakeney. 
“When you're able to win a bowl game, 
there is no question it garners recruits’ 
attention. 

“The spread offense has also 
brought some excitement to the pro- 
gram, and winning the conference title 
was definitely a big plus. We mostly have 
a defensive reputation, but success 
always helps. It’s definitely an exciting 
time right now at Troy University.” 

Speaking of recruiting, the Trojans 
just signed the best recruiting class in 
the Sun Belt for the second consecutive 
season. Coach Blakeney and his staff 
have had an enormous amount of success 
on the recruiting trail in recent years, 
which ultimately parlays into the fin- 
ished product on the field. 

“We try to find players with good 
character, solid academics and a good 
background first. Then we go after the 
best player we can find,” said Blakeney. 
“We will compensate in some areas, but 
we don’t compensate in character. Our 
staff really works hard to find players on 
such a tight and stringent time span.” 

So the Trojans will ride again in 
hopes of defending a title which they 
rightly own. Behind a talented offense, 
an always stingy defense, and a coach 
with the fourth best collegiate winning 
percentage in the state of Alabama his- 
tory, could they become a national 
force? 

We'll see, but opening the season 
at Arkansas, at Florida and hosting 
Oklahoma State will go a long way in 
answering that question. m 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2007 


This card can stop a bullet. 


It's only a piece of paper, but 
that little card up there carries 
a lot of weight. Keeping millions 
of kids off drugs, out of gangs 
and in school. To learn how you 
can help the Boys & Girls Clubs, 
call: 1-800-854-Club. 


The Positive Place For Kids 


by Ben Cook 


ow would you feel if you were 
a college football coach heading 
into your first year as a head 
coach and your team had not won 
a game in 68 years? 

And you had no returning starters 
on your football team. 

And you had no returning lettermen. 

And then you go out for spring foot- 
ball ... and you have 29 players. That’s 
a total of 29 players, not 29 on offense 
or 29 on defense; that was everybody. 

Things wouldn't look all that prom- 
ising for the future, would it? 

Well, that’s the situation facing new 
Birmingham-Southern football coach 
Joey Jones as the legendary Alabama 
high school coach prepared for his first 
year coaching the Panthers. Of course, 
there is more to the story. It will be 
the first Birmingham-Southern football 
team to take the field in 68 years, and 
oddly enough that was one of the 
attractions to Jones, who was an out- 
standing player under Bear Bryant at 
Alabama and the NFL and for the past 
10 years has been one of the top 
coaches on the high school level as 
coach of the Mountain Brook Spartans. 

Jones was 125-38 (.767) in 13 sea- 
sons as a high school coach, but he 
made his biggest mark when he took 
over a stumbling Mountain Brook pro- 
gram in 1996 that had suffered 
through nine consecutive losing sea- 
sons. In the next 10 years, Jones led 
the Spartans to a 101-27 mark that 
included one trip to the Class 6A state 
championship game, two to the semifi- 
nals and three quarterfinal finishes, 


as well as four region titles. 
But Jones shocked a lot of people 


when he accepted the challenge of build- 
ing Birmingham-Southern into a new 
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ON NEW CHALLENGE 


Division III football program from 
scratch, even down to designing the 
uniforms. 

“I wanted to get into college foot- 
ball,” said Jones. “I felt like they had 
the resources here and they had 
a great winning tradition. I felt like 
it could be done.” 

“We're getting a bunch of good 
kids,” he said. “There is just a bunch 
of good players left over when all 
(recruiting) is said and done.” 

Those players will be arriving at 
Birmingham-Southern for the fall term. 
Jones went through spring with just 29 
players already on campus. He expects 
over 90 when he opens the fall camp in 
preparation for the Sept. 6 opener 
against Mississippi College at Legion 
Field. The Panthers, despite not playing 
in 68 years, will take a two-game win- 
ning streak into that game having won 
their final two games in 1939, 13-6 over 
Spring Hill and 9-6 over Howard. 

How difficult was it for Jones to con- 
vince players to come to Birmingham- 
Southern, an institution with an out- 
standing academic reputation, to play 
Division III non-scholarship football? 

“Tt’s been somewhat difficult,” he 
said. “I think we are selling a vision 
— they have to envision the stadium, 
envision the locker room. We are 
showing them pictures and layouts, 
but I think we are selling ourselves as 
well as the school. Our staff has done 
a great job of selling ourselves to the 
kids; that’s number one: the relation- 
ship to the players. 

“Number two is the academics here 
that they are going to get while play- 
ing football. 

“The other thing we are selling, 
especially early, is playing time. Kids 


Joey Jones watches over his first 
Birmingham-Southern spring 


drills. 


realize when they come here they have 
a chance to play as a freshman. That's 
appealing to a lot of kids as well.” 

The Panthers will play five home 
games this fall. After the opener against 
Mississippi College at Legion Field, the 
Panthers will play three games at 
Regions Park (Rhodes College on Sept. 
15; DePauw on Oct. 6 and Colorado 
College on Oct. 27) and one game at 
Homewood Field (Centre on Oct. 20). @ 
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Piggly Wiggly has a rich 

heritage built over several decades 
by stores that are locally owned 
and operated. 


Living in and supporting our 
communities is how we stay close 
to you, our customers. 


Our reputation is built on 
quality products and exceptional 
service with no games or 
gimmicks and everyone gets the 
same low prices. 


Proudly supporting 
The Birmingham Southern College 


Football Season 
Shop a convenient Se 
location near you. 


Also shop Tria” Market TRIA 
at Soho Square MARKET 


BRINGING THE WORLD TO YOUR TABLE 


by Lyn Scarbrough 


ou'll pardon Pat Sullivan if he 
feels like part head coach and 
part optician. 

The new Samford Bulldog head man 
knows it’s important to manage where 
his players look and what they see. 

Don't look back — Sure there were 
some good wins in recent years and 
a solid foundation for the program. 
But, the 2006 season ended with four 
consecutive losses. 

Don't look ahead — Of course, the 
entire 2007 schedule is daunting. But, 
so is fall practice and the season opener. 

And, don’t look to the side — 
There’s no room for distraction. 

So, where can the Samford team 
look? Where does their leader want 
them to focus? 

“We've told our players to take one 
day at a time,” Sullivan explained at 
the end of spring practice. “We have 
goals. Our ultimate goal is to win con- 
ference titles and play in the postsea- 
son. But, it’s more important to get 
better every day. If that happens, we'll 
have a chance to reach those goals.” 

Championships and playoffs are lofty 
targets for a program that hasn't 
played in the postseason since 1992. 

But, if anybody has the credentials 
to take that next step, it’s Pat Sullivan. 

He was a high school All-American 
quarterback at John Carroll, a school 
which moved its campus just a mile 
or so down Lakeshore Drive from 
Samford's Seibert Stadium long after 
Sullivan’s playing days. 

He won the 1971 Heisman Trophy at 
Aubum. He coached quarterbacks for Pat 
Dye on the Plains when the Tigers were 
the SEC's top program in the 1980s. 

As TCU head coach, the Horned 
Frogs won the Southwest Conference 
title and its first victory over Texas in 
a quarter century. Then, he came 
home to Birmingham where he headed 
the offense for Watson Brown at UAB. 

When the Samford job was offered, 
he was excited. 

“This has exceeded my expectations,” 
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Sullivan admitted. “The university has 
shown so much to guys that have come 
to check out Samford. ... the friendly 
staff, the beauty and serenity of the 
campus. Every day you learn something 
else good about Samford.” 

But, he is realistic about the upcom- 
ing season. 

“The season is tough from the 
start,” he said. “Bobby (Wallace) has 
things going well at West Alabama 
(season home opener on Aug. 30). 
Then, we play Georgia Tech in Atlanta. 
Everybody knows Chan Gailey’s history 
at Samford and in Birmingham. Our 
kids will be excited to play there.” 

Later, Sullivan takes the Bulldogs on 
the road to play Brown's Tennessee 
Tech team. They also play Jacksonville 
State, coached by another former 
Auburn coach, Jack Crowe. 

“It’s always good to play against 
people that you know and respect,” 
he said. “You can bet they'll all have 
their teams ready when we play them.” 

What about Sullivan’s first Samford 
team? 

“Defensively, we're inexperienced in 
the secondary, and not deep,” he said. 
“(B.T.) Hartloge from Hoover had 
a good spring and (Jamael) Lett has 
been a pleasant surprise. 

“We're thin up front and we've had 
some injuries at linebacker, but we've 
been pleased with our first guys.” 

The offensive report is much the same. 

“John Weber anchors our offensive 
line,” Sullivan said. “Our receivers 
have a chance to be good. Joe Jones 
had a good spring and Jonathon Lowry 
is coming on. Two or three running 
backs had a good spring.” 

Attention will be at quarterback where 
redshirt senior Jefferson Adcock returns. 
“Unless something unforeseen hap- 

pens, he’s our starter,” he continued. 
“(Donte) Williams is a good athlete. 
He's done some good things, but he’s 
not as consistent as we would like. 
Seth Harkness (UAB transfer) may have 
the most natural ability. And, Alex 


Bulldogs 


(Mortensen, Arkansas transfer) has 
played some and brings experience.” 

The Samford job is important to 
Sullivan for another reason. His father 
played there when it was Howard 
College. 

“IT accepted the job on December 1 
and my dad came to the announce- 
ment,” the head coach recalled. “Then, 
he died at the end of January. At the 
press conference, you could sense what 
he was feeling. As happy as Jean and 
I were, he may have been happier. 

It's something that Ill always cherish.” 

A win against West Alabama would 
make it even more special. 

“We haven't played a game yet; 

I understand that,” Sullivan said. 
“But, there’s such chemistry here. 
We couldn't have gotten more effort 
and enthusiasm from our players.” 

As their new head coach requested 
from the beginning, they've been 
looking ahead, day-by-day. 

“These guys have practiced with a pur- 
pose. They understand where to put their 
focus. I really think we have the chance 
to be as good as we can be ... I'm just 
not sure yet how good that is.” = 
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By JC Shurburtt 
Rivals.com 


The Gators signed the nation’s top overall class after finishing 

second to Southern California in 2006. Of the 27 prospects that Florida signed, 
20 of them rated among the nation’s top 250 according to Rivals.com. With only Tim 
Tebow returning at the position, quarterback was a big need. Florida signed perhaps 
the best group of signal callers of any school during the past decade. Atlanta 
Westlake's Cameron Newton is a 6-5 prospect with a good arm and electrifying 
speed. Florida legacy John Brantley was one of the top pro-style quarterbacks in 
the country. Brantley de-committed from Texas to sign with the Gators. Junior college 
quarterback Bryan Waggoner provides depth at the position. He and Newton 
enrolled in time for spring practice. The Gators got the No. 1 overall prospects from 
the states of South Carolina (DE Carlos Dunlap), Indiana (S Jerimy Finch) and 
Maryland (ATH Joe Haden), in addition to signing Florida's top prospect — 
defensive tackle Torrey Davis. Led by ace recruiter Doc Holliday, the Gators also 
did well in South Florida. UF signed speedy receiver Deonte Thompson from Belle 
Glade Glades Central and hard-hitting safety Major Wright from Saint Thomas 
Aquinas in Fort Lauderdale. Lakeland (Fla.) High was also kind to the Gators. Florida 
signed seven players (offensive linemen Michael and Maurkice Pouncey, running 
back Chris Rainey, wide receiver Paul Wilson, cornerback Ahmad Black, 
defensive tackle John Brown and safety/linebacker Steve Wilks) from Florida's 
three-time defending Class 5A champion. Offensive guard James Wilson from 
St. Augustine (Fla.) Nease (the same school that produced Tebow) was committed 
to Southem California before switching to the Gators. 

21°; Given the Gators’ need along the defensive line, Dunlap and 
Davis were re big: -time gets. While Dunlap has more upside, Davis is more college- 
ready and could potentially make an impact this year. 

Sleeper: Defensive back Moses Jenkins didn't receive an offer from 
Florida until late, but the Lauderdale Lakes (Fla.) Boyd Anderson product has good 
size (6-1, 170) and speed (4.5 in the 40-yard dash) for his position. 

Bottom line: Another excellent class for coach Urban Meyer and the 
Gators. It speaks volumes that Florida was able to sign two prospects (Brantley and 
Wilson) that were previously committed to Texas and Southern California, respec- 
tively. This is the second consecutive year of elite recruiting in Gainesville, and it 
should continue as long as this staff is in place. 


It was a resurgent class for the Vols, who signed two players 
rated No. 1 at their respective positions: cornerback Eric Berry of Fairburn (Ga.) 
Creekside and linebacker Chris Donald of Huntingdon (Tenn.). Tennessee, while 
building a nice base of in-state players led by Donald, also continued to prove it was 
a force in terms of out-of-state recruiting. The Vols landed the top overall prospect in 
Ohio in defensive end Ben Martin of Cincinnati LaSalle, the top running back in the 
state of Texas in Tatum’s Lennon Creer, Oklahoma's most explosive player in 
Oklahoma City's Gerald Jones and the top offensive lineman from the state of 
Michigan in Vol legacy Darris Sawtelle (his grandfather played at Tennessee). 
Junior college defensive back DeAngelo Willingham, wide receiver Kenny O'Neal 
(who started his college career at Florida State) and prep school wide receiver 
Brent Vinson should give Tennessee depth immediately. The Vols also had 
a successful run in Florida this year, signing three under-the-radar players that 
have great potential. Defensive end Rufus Williams (Titusville Astronaut), 
athlete Art Evans (Lakeland Evangelical Christian) and safety DeShaun Barnes 
iomieere Pr all will be excellent additions. 

Headliner: Every school in the country wanted Berry, whose father James 
played at Tennessee during the 1980s. The electrifying athlete will help out right 
away in the secondary. His ball skills are good enough that he could be a factor on 
special teams in the return game. 

Sleeper: Nobody knew about defensive tackle William Brimfield of tiny 
Neeses (S.C.) Hunter-Kinard-Tyler until the 6-6, 315-pounder attended a prospect 
camp at the University of North Carolina. He committed to the Tar Heels upon 
receiving a scholarship offer. After then-coach John Bunting was fired, Brimfield 
opened up his recruitment and the Vols beat South Carolina and Clemson for his 
signature. Brimfield is raw, but could potentially develop into something special 
given his physical tools. 

Bottom line: Aiter suffering a down year in recruiting in the Class of 
2006, Tennessee had the nation’s third-ranked class. It was quite an impressive 
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feat for coach Phillip Fulmer and the Vols staff, which 
proved it is still a forced on the recruiting trail. 


Though New Orleans running back Joe McKnight 
snubbed the in-state school to sign with USC on National Signing Day, the Tigers 
signed one of the top classes in the country. Running backs coach Larry Porter was 
named Rivals.com’s National Recruiter of the Year for the Class of 2007 and was 
responsible for going into Hempstead, Texas, and signing five-star wide receiver 
Terrence Toliver. Porter also signed Baton Rouge strong safety/linebacker Chad 
Jones and national top-100 prospects Stefoin Francois — a safety/linebacker from 
Reserve (La.) East Saint John — and Drake Nevis, a defensive tackle from Marrero 
(La.) John Ehret. Henson snagged national top 100 wide receiver DeAngelo 
Benton from Bastrop (La.) and defensive lineman Will Blackwell from West 
Monroe (La.). He also continued an emerging trend of the Tigers signing headlining 
talent out of the Mobile, Ala., area. LSU inked cornerback Phleon Jones and 
defensive end Sidell Corley from McGill-Toolen Catholic. LSU also went into Detroit 
and signed one of Michigan's best players in defensive lineman Joseph Barksdale. 
Kickers Andrew Crutchfield of Concord (N.C.) Northwest Carrabus and Josh 
Jasper of sell ha (Tenn.) Ridgeway both were highly regarded i in high school. 

Headliner: Toliver could be the most heralded receiver in Baton Rouge 
since Michael Clayton. At 6-4, 185 pounds with 4.45-second speed in the 40-yard 
dash, he has the size and the speed to be an NFL receiver. The Tigers beat out 
Florida and Oklahoma for his services. 

Sleeper: New Orleans (La.) McDonough 35 cornerback Delvin Breaux 
was emerging as one of the South's top prospects at his position before a broken 
neck suffered during a game sidelined him for the rest of the season. It could be 
a couple of years before Breaux is ready to play for the Tigers, but if he recovers 
fully he has the tools to be special. 

Bottom line: Missing on McKnight, who was arguably the country's most 
explosive offensive player, stung. But LSU still signed one of the top classes in the 
country, proving that Les Miles and staff can recruit with the best of them. 


. Hometown/School College 
Fairburn (Ga.)/Creekside Tennessee 
N. Charleston (S.C.)/Ft. Dorchester Florida 
Seffner (Fla./Armwvood Florida 
St. Augustine (Fla,)/Nease Florida 
Hempstead (Texas) LSU 
Baton Rouge (La.)/Southern Lab LSU 
Chatham (Va.)/Hargrave Military Tennessee 
Garner (N.C.) South Carolina 
Cincinnati (Ohio) LaSalle Tennessee 
Atlanta (Ga.) Westlake Florida 
Lynn Haven (Fla.)/Mosley Auburn 
Cheraw (S.C.) South Carolina 
Decatur (Ala.) Alabama 
Indianapolis (Ind.)/Warren Central Florida 
Milledgeville (Ga.)/Ga. Military CC Georgia 
Columbia (Mo.)/Rock Bridge Georgia 
San Francisca/CC Tennessee 
Bastrop (La.) LSU 
Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.\/St. Thomas Aquinas Florida 
Rogers (Ark.) Aubum 


5-11/194 
6-6/255 
6-5/290 
6-4/305 
6-4/185 
6-2/220 
6-2/180 
6-1/190 
6-5/230 
6-5, 220 
5-11/212 
6-4/245 
6-4/240 
6-1/203 
6-5/275 
6-4/213 
6-0/195 
6-3/195 
6-1/205 
6-7/295 


. Eric Berry 
. Carlos Dunlap 
. Torrey Davis 
. James Wilson 
. Terrence Toliver 
. Chad Jones 
| 7. Brent Vinson 
. Chris Culliver 
. Ben Martin 
. Cameron Newton 
. Enrique Davis 
. Cliff Matthews 
. Rolando McClain 
. Jeritny Finch 
. Jarius Wynn 
. Aron White 
. Kenny O'Neal 
. DeAngelo Benton 
}. Major Wright 
. Lee Ziemba 
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RECRUITING 


The Gamecocks signed the best class in school history by 
snagging top-shelf talent out of the Carolinas and Florida. The Gamecocks raided 
North Carolina for five of the state’s top 11 prospects, including Garner wide receiver 
Chris Culliver and Scotland County defensive end Travian Robertson. South 
Carolina signed 12 prospects out of the Sunshine State, including quarterback 
Stephen Garcia of Tampa Jefferson and wide receiver Dion Lecorn of Ocala Trinity 
Catholic. Cornerbacks Akeem Auguste (Hollywood Chaminade-Madonna) and 
Jamire Williams (Jacksonville First Coast) also should compete for early playing 
time. South Carolina beat out Georgia and LSU for wide receiver Joseph Hills of 
Palmetto. In-state, the Gamecocks were able to sign top lineman Quintin Richard- 
son of Columbia Spring Valley, top running back Brian Maddox from Anderson 
T.L. Hanna, elite pass rusher Cliff Matthews of Cheraw and one of the South's top 
safety prospects in Mark Barnes of Columbia Richland Northeast. Junior college 
receiver Larry Freeman should compete for a starting job. Two other junior college 
prospects, Sam Pope and Jonathan Williams, should contribute in the defensive 
secondary and along the line, respectively. 

Headliner: Once he learns the position (he played mostly running back 
and safety in high school), Culliver has the speed and athletic ability to be a home- 
tun threat in Spurrier’s offense. 

Sleeper: Laurinburg (N.C.) Scotland County defensive end Byron 
McKnight was seen by many as a “throw-in” for the Gamecock staff to get 
Robertson (6-5, 235). However he has a good frame and above average athleticism, 
which gives him plenty of upside. 

Bottom line: This is the type of class that coach Steve Spurrier can use 
as the foundation to compete for championships at South Carolina. There is a lot of 
potential here. 


TAI Auburn 


Tommy Tuberville did well on the recruiting trail in his home 
state in this year’s class. The Camden, Ark., native signed the top two prospects 
from the Natural State in Rogers offensive tackle Lee Ziemba and Fort Smith 
Northside quarterback Kodi Burns. Ziemba was one of the top offensive line 
prospects in the South, while Burns is a big-time athlete that has underrated 
quarterbacking skills. Burns gives Auburn offensive coordinator Al Borges the type 
of QB to run his offense in the future. Tigers offensive line coach Hugh Nall was the 
recruiter of record for both Arkansas prospects. Running back Enrique Davis from 
Lynn Haven (Fla.) Mosley was the top running back prospect in the Sunshine State. 
Mobile (Ala.) Davidson safety Michael McNeil was one of Alabama's top prospects. 
The 6-2, 200-pound McNeil is the grandson of former All-Pro San Francisco 49ers 
wide receiver Clifton McNeil, Chris Slaughter was one of the top receivers in 
Georgia in the Class of 2006 before heading to Hargrave Military Academy in 
Virginia. He should be ready to make an impact — along with fellow Georgian 
Bo Harris, who has the chance to be special once he finds a position. Wes Byrum 
could very well end up being the top kicker prospect in the 2007 class nationally. 
Tight end Bailey Woods of Marietta (Ga.) Walton has all the tools to be a standout. 
feadlliner: Davis is a good blend of speed and power and will eventually 
compete for what is becoming one of the most coveted spots in college football, the 
starting running back job at Auburn University. 

Sleeper: Brentwood (Tenn.) Academy defensive end A.J. Greene has the 
frame and athletic ability to develop into an SEC-caliber player at his position. The 
6-5, 250-pounder continued a pipeline from his school to Auburn. Offensive lineman 
Mike Berry signed in the Class of 2006. 

Bottom line: Top to bottom, this is one of the best classes Auburn has 
signed and was worthy of the No. 7 national ranking. There are impact players at 
multiple positions and potential All-SEC types scattered throughout the group. 


Head 


While it didn’t have the fanfare of previous UGA classes, Mark 
Richt and company filled needs on both lines of scrimmage and at running back. 
The Bulldogs got defensive linemen Jarius Wynn and Corvey Irvin out of Georgia 
Military College. The duo enrolled in time for the spring semester and both are 
expected to contribute early. Norcross (Ga.) Greater Atlanta Christian tailback Caleb 
King was one of the top running back prospects in the Southeast. He had been on 
the Bulldogs’ radar since an impressive showing at a summer camp in Athens prior 
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to his junior season. He is a versatile athlete who could help UGA this year 
(provided he qualifies academically). The Bulldogs signed two prospects out of 
Rock Bridge High School in Columbia, Mo., in quarterback Logan Gray and tight 
end Aron White. The latter is a tremendous athlete who could split out and play 
wide receiver at times if needed. Tifton (Ga.) Tift County wide receiver Israel Troupe 
is a gifted athlete who is also a talented baseball player. 

Headliner: Wynn went through spring practice and should help right 
away, along with Irvin — his Georgia Military College teammate. Those two were 
among the top junior college defensive linemen in the country last year. 

Sleeper: Gainesville (Ga.) East Hall wide receiver prospect Walter Hill 
originally committed to Dennis Felton’s Georgia basketball program before deciding 
to play football exclusively in college. The 6-4, 200-pounder is a tremendous athlete 
who could develop into a rare weapon in the passing game. 

Bottom line: Though being ranked sixth in the league isn't normal for 
a Georgia recruiting class, this class finished ninth overall nationally. UGA filled 
needs on both sides of the ball. Richt’s staff is also off to a sizzling start in the 
Class of 2008, and should reclaim their perch at or near the top of SEC recruiting. 


i | 


New coach Nick Saban assembled a staff of excellent 
recruiters, including former Florida State assistant Kevin Steele — Rivals.com's 
Class of 2005 National Recruiter of the Year. Saban’s staff helped the Crimson Tide 
add more depth to what was already a good start under former coach Mike Shula. 
Alabama needed linebackers that could play right away, and signed one of the best 
in the South in Decatur (Ala.) prospect Rolando McClain. A tremendous athlete 
who plays basketball, McClain committed to Shula’s staff after seriously considering 
Aubum. Defensive tackle Kerry Murphy is very athletic for a prospect his size. 
Though he didn’t have the best senior year for Hoover (Ala.) High, he has good 
upside and potential. Alabama also signed defensive tackle Josh Chapman (who 
was committed to Auburn) and offensive lineman Patrick Crump out of Hoover. 
Running back Demetrius Goode signed with Kentucky out of LaGrange (Ga.) 
Troupe County high school before spending last season at Hargrave Military 
Academy in Chatham, Va. Goode was one of the top backs in Georgia as a high 
school prospect, but many of the major programs backed off because of his grades. 
Defensive backs Chris Lett and Kareem Jackson have a chance to push for 
immediate playing time. Lett, from Pensacola (Fla.) High, was an early commit to 
Shula’s staff while Saban assistant Burton Burns signed Jackson out of Fork Union 
(Va.) Military prep school. Jackson had been committed to Vanderbilt, Once he fills 
out and develops a bit, defensive end Alex Watkins could be one of the better 
defensive linemen on the roster. 

Headliner: McClain, the state of Alabama's top overall prospect, has the 
ability to step in and compete for playing time during his first year. 

Sleeper: Tight end Chris Underwood doesn't carry the weight to play 
the position in the SEC now, but is athletic enough and has a good enough frame to 
eventually contribute at the position. Look for Underwood to emerge and surprise in 
a couple of years. 

Bottom line: Top to bottom, it's a good class for Alabama. The group 
was ranked No. 10 nationally according to Rivals.com. There are prospects that can 
help the Tide right away and prospects that will develop into good players. 


Ole Miss 


It was another solid effort for coach Ed Orgeron, the Rivals.com 
National Recruiter of the Year in 2004 while an assistant at Southern California. The 
Rebels staff signed the state's top overall prospect for the third consecutive year by 
inking linebacker/defensive end Chris Strong of Batesville South Panola. Ole Miss 
signed wide receiver A.J. Jackson out of the College of the Sequoias in California, 
the same junior college that sent quarterback Brent Schaeffer to Oxford. The 6-6, 
220-pounder should provide a big target. Hammond (La.) offensive lineman Rishaw 
Johnson is one of the top prospects in the South at his position. Florida State and 
LSU both were highly interested in the 6-4, 315-pounder, who was an early commit 
to Ole Miss and stuck with it. Oxford (Miss.) defensive back Jamison Hughes is the 
son of Rebels assistant coach Tony Hughes. Jamison is a talented prospect who 
could see the field early during his Ole Miss career. Linebacker Anthony Fein from 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community College could compete for a starting job this year. The 
6-3, 245-pounder was one of the highest-rated junior college prospects at his 
position in the country. He could help ease the early loss of Rory Johnson to the 
NFL. Memphis (Tenn.) Wooddale wide receiver Roderick Davis was one of the 
fastest prospects in Memphis. He should eventually provide Ole Miss a home run 
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threat in the passing game. Texas quarterback transfer Jevan Snead will be 
eligible in 2008. Snead was one of the top quarterback prospects in the country for 
the Class of 2006. 

rea er: Regardless if he ends up at linebacker or along the defensive 
line, Strong has big-time ability and should contribute in some way to the Rebels’ 
front seven early in his career. 

Sleeper: New Orleans (La.) McDonough wide receiver Lionel Breaux is 
a 5-11, 183-pounder with sub-4.5-second speed in the 40. His brother Delvin signed 
with LSU as a cornerback and is the sleeper of their class. Lionel has the physical 
tools to get on the field early, provided he adjusts to the college game. 

Bottom line: Ole Miss continues to recruit well in-state, as is evidenced 
by the signing of Strong. He committed to the Rebels before the 2007 recruiting 
cycle began. Ole Miss continues to do a nice job of filling needs with junior college 
players, recruiting Memphis and accepting players that transfer at key positions. 
The talent level continues to rise in Oxford. 


Houston Nutt and his staff have built a solid program by signing 
almost all of the in-state talent from Arkansas, working the junior colleges well, 
recruiting Texas and having a knack for getting sleepers out of Georgia, Alabama 
and Florida. In the Class of 2007, everything went according to plan except the in- 
state part. The top three in-state prospects left the state — offensive lineman Lee 
Ziemba of Rogers and Fort Smith Northside quarterback Kodi Burns signed with 
Auburn; Little Rock Pulaski Academy running back Broderick Green signed with 
Southern California. Despite the exodus at the top, the Razorbacks still signed 
several good players. Tight end David Williams of Little Rock's Central Arkansas 
Christian is one of the top prospects at his position in the Southeast. The same goes 
for Grant Freeman, who comes in as a tight end, but could grow into a tackle. 
Marion safety Jerry Franklin had a huge senior season and caught the attention 
of many college programs before committing to the Hogs. Seth Oxner of Monticello 
and Grant Cook of Jonesboro are two of the better offensive linemen that you will 
find heading to the same program. During the May evaluation period, one college 
coach remarked that Mobile (Ala.) Davidson defensive end DaMario Ambrose 
would end up playing the SEC, despite having only Conference USA attention at 
the time. That coach was right, and the Razorbacks were the winners for the 6-4, 
240-pound jumbo athlete. Running back Juwan Franklin of Dunnellon (Fla.) High 
emerged late in the process and could end up being an exciting part of the Arkansas 
program. Linebacker Jermaine Love of Garland (Texas) is a hard hitter. His 
appisadh is a PSS fit for defensive coordinator Reggie Herring's style of play. 

é r: Williams was said to have the best hands in the state by many 
followers F Arkansas high schoo! football. Though the Hogs already have a good, 
young tight end in Ben Cleveland, Williams could challenge for early playing time. 

Sleeper: Juwan Franklin's speed and running style give the Razorbacks 
another running back that can take it the distance. He may not play early given the 
presence of Darren McFadden and Felix Jones, but down the road he could pick up 
some of the slack left when those two talented runners leave. 

Bottom line: While it does hurt to lose the top three in-state prospects, 
there are lots of athletes with potential in this class. The Arkansas way, is to find guys 
with potential and coach them up another notch. 


This is coach Sylvester Croom’s best class. The Bulldogs 
started building early and finished with a bang. The Bulldogs snagged running back 
Robert Elliott (Mississippi's top prospect at his position) and Bastrop (La.) 
defensive tackle LaMarcus Williams from rival Ole Miss late. Offensive tackle 
Derrick Sherrod from nearby Columbus (Miss.) Caledonia picked Mississippi State 
over Florida, Michigan, Notre Dame and others. His brother, Dezmond, is a tight end 
for the Bulldogs. Wide receiver Co-Eric Riley should immediately give Mississippi 
State a threat at wide receiver. Riley, from Gulf Coast Community College in 
Lucedale, spurned late overtures from Oklahoma State. Defensive end Jazzmen 
Guy from Hazlehurst (Miss.) High could have to be placed in a junior college or prep 
school before heading to Starkville. Regardless, he is a talented pass rusher who 
should contribute when he gets on campus, Meadeville (Miss,) Franklin County 
safety Mike Hunt has good size and athleticism, and could grow into an outside 
linebacker. 

Headliner: Elliott was the state's top running back, and stealing him from 
the Rebels was a major grab. MSU had fallen behind Ole Miss during previous 
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recruiting cycles. In 2007, State signed its share of Mississippi talent. 

Sleeper: O'Neal Wilder has the size to become a threat in the passing 
game. He likely needs some development time, but could very well emerge as an 
excellent college football player. 

Bottom line: This is the type of class that can help Mississippi State 
both in the short and long term. There are difference-makers that can play right away 
and prospects with talent that will contribute down the road. It was an excellent 
overall effort by Croom and his staff. 


Despite having a rebound year on the field (8-5 with wins over 
Georgia and Clemson), the Wildcats were hurt in recruiting by a relatively weak 
group of in-state football prospects in the Class of 2007. All was not lost, however. 
Wildcats offensive coordinator Joker Phillips continued the pipeline to UK from 
LaGrange, Ga., by signing LaGrange High defensive lineman D.J. Stafford. The 
6-3, 263-pounder could play end or tackle during his college career, The only 
question is if Stafford qualifies academically and makes it to campus in the fall. If he 
does, he adds more quality to a young, talented defensive front (Kentucky signed 
several talented d-linemen and linebackers in the last two classes). Defensive back 
Chris Drayton arrives from prep school and should compete for playing time. 
Stuart Hines of Bowling Green (Ky.) High was the top lineman in the Bluegrass 
State in the 2007 class, Hines projects on the offensive line, but his best position 
right now could be defensive tackle. By producing the likes of Rafael Little, the 
Upstate of South Carolina has been good to the Wildcats in recent years in terms of 
a place to find players. In the Class of 2007, Kentucky signed three from the region: 
sleeper quarterback Matt Lentz of Greenville and defensive back Antonio Thomas 
and athlete Antwane Glenn from Spartanburg Broome. Glenn is being brought in 
as a defensive end, but could also play fullback or linebacker. Wide receiver Kyrus 
Lanxter of Alcoa (ptt ) High has plenty of speed. 
: If he qualifies academically, Stafford could push for playing 
time on what should be a talented, youthful defensive front. His versatility also gives 
him a high value with regards to depth. 

Sleeper: Lentz doesn't always look like an SEC-level quarterback prospect 
when he’s throwing the ball in practice or during a workout, but he does show up 
during games. That was evidenced by the more than 3,000 passing yards he put up 
during his junior and senior seasons. 

Bottom line: The Class of 2008 should be much better for the Wildcats 
because they will have a better in-state base on which to build. There are, however, 
some good prospects in this class who could have an impact on the program. 


Headlin 


Vanderbilt 


The Commodores signed a small class in 2007, inking ériy 
14 prospects. Within the small group, though, are several players who could be 
difference-makers during their time in Nashville. Vanderbilt scored the biggest 
recruiting victory during the tenure of head coach Bobby Johnson when it received 
a commitment from defensive end/linebacker prospect John Stokes of Memphis 
University School. The 6-5, 225-pounder picked the Commodores over Michigan, 
Alabama, Ole Miss, Virginia, Wake Forest, Louisville and others. Nashville athlete 
Jamie Graham has good athletic ability (he also was a Division | basketball 
prospect) and could see the field early. Quarterback Larry Smith of Prattville (Ala.) 
High led his team to a state title as a senior. He will remind many of current 
Vanderbilt quarterback Chris Nickson with his ability to throw and run. Multiple 
schools were high on Smith's abilities, and the University of Memphis made a late 
run at him before he decided to stick with the Commodores. Columbia (S.C.) 
Spring Valley offensive lineman Kyle Fischer was impressive during the South 
Carolina North-South All-Star game in early December, battling the likes of Florida 
defensive end recruit Carlos Dunlap in practice. Fischer will need some time to 
develop, but has the upside to be a three- or four-year starter during his time in 
Nashville. 

Headliner: Stokes played outside linebacker at the University School of 
Memphis, but his best position long term is defensive end. That is a position of high 
value when you are trying to compete in the Southeastern Conference. 

Sleeper: Vanderbilt signed defensive end Theron Kadri from Brighton 
High in West Tennessee, The 6-3, 245-pounder has the size and frame to emerge 
during his time in Nashville. 

Bottom line: Though it was small in numbers, signing players like 
Stokes, Graham and Smith could make this Vanderbilt class one to remember. 
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PICKING THE SEC 


a a er 
Teams Get in Line to Dethrone Young Gators 


ban Meyer delivered Florida’s second 
national championship in 10 years last 
season. A repeat is unlikely. 

Meyer led the Gators to the title by rotat- 
ing quarterbacks, tweaking his spread- 
option offense and relying on a fantastic 
defense. 

Now, the Gators must hope quarterback 
Tim Tebow, who led the team in rushing 
last season, can be an effective passer and 
remain healthy. The defense that was so 
dominant loses nine starters, including four 
who departed early for the NFL draft. 

While Meyer recruited well to bolster his 
inherited talent, he has too many immedi- 
ate holes to fill. That’s not to say Florida 
can't win the SEC again, but the odds are 
definitely against them. Remember, the 
Gators won five games last season by a 
touchdown or less and needed three 
blocked kicks to eke past South Carolina. 


——_ 


| Southeastern Conference P 


’ SEC EAST )} 


Which teams are primed to supplant the 
Gators in the SEC? 

Tennessee, Georgia, LSU and Arkansas 
are threats. 

Tennessee returns the best quarterback 
in the SEC, a stable of running backs and an 
outstanding crop of linebackers. 

Georgia reeled off three straight wins 
against ranked opponents to end the sea- 
son, and Matthew Stafford showed signs of 
being a quality quarterback. But the 
defense must show some teeth. 

LSU must replace quarterback JaMarcus 
Russell, but the Tigers still have the best 
overall talent in the conference, led by a 
vicious front four. 

Arkansas has the best player in the 
league — the nation? — in running back 
Darren McFadden, who proved dangerous in 
the Wildcat package as a shotgun quarter- 
back. But a tumultuous offseason could 


a —_— — _— - —---.-- = 


PSEC WEST } 


2007 WWwW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


affect team chemistry. 


EAST DIVISION 

Tennessee rebounded from a 5-6 season 
in 2005 to go 9-3, but UT had its worst 
rushing average since 1964 and defensive 
coordinator John Chavis had his worst 
rushing defense since taking over the job in 
1995. 

There was only one thing to do. 

“We made it a very physical spring by 
design,” coach Phillip Fulmer said. “I think 
our young men responded well.” 

Tennessee led Florida and LSU by 10 
points in the second half but couldn't close 
the deal. Still, that’s an indication UT isn’t 
far from an elusive SEC title — the Vols 
haven't been league champs since 1998. 

While Tebow is a talent, Florida will miss 
Chris Leak’s passing. The Gators also must 
find a capable running back and figure out 


icks 
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~Lindy’s 2007 
ALL-SEC Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


Tennessee 


QB Erik Ainge Sr. 
RB Darren McFadden Jr. Arkansas 
RB BenJarvus Green-Ellis Sr. Ole Miss 
WR Earl Bennett = = Jr. Vanderbilt 
WR’ Marcus Monk. Sr. Arkansas: 
TE Jacob Tamme Sr. Kentucky 
C  —_ Jonathan Luigs Sr. Arkansas: 
OL Andre Smith So. — Alabama 
OL Michael Oher — Jr Ole Miss 
OL Will Arnold Sh LSU! 
OL DrewMiller = = Sr. Florida 
AP _ Rafael Little Sr «Kentucky 
Brandon Coutu Sr. 


Georgia 


DL Derrick Harvey Jr. Florida 
DL Glenn Dorsey Sr. _ LSU 
DL Tyson Jackson Jr. LSU 
DL QuentinGroves = Sr. Auburn) 
LB Ali Highsmith Sr. LSU. 


LB Jasper Brinkley — Sr. So. Carolina 


LB Jonathan Goff Sr. Vanderbilt 
DB Jonathan Hefney Sr. Tennessee 
DB Simeon Castille Sr. Alabama 
DB PaulOliver Sr. Georgia 
DB Derek Pegues Sr. Miss. State 
Britton Colquitt Jr. Tennessee 


QB “Andire Woodson ms ~ Kentucky 


Ryan Succop dr. So, Carolina 


DL - Xavier Mitchell Sie] Tennessee 
DL Wallace cilberty Sr Alabama 
DL Titus Brown Sr. Miss. State 
DL Antonio Reynolds Sr. Tennessee 
LB Prince Hall - So. Alabama 
LB Wesley Woodyard Sr. Kentucky 
LB JerodMayo —s Jr._—s Tennessee 
DB Chevis Jackson Sr LSU 
DB Marcus Carter Sr. Alabama 
DB Tony Joiner Sr. Florida 


DB Carlos Thomas 
P Ryan Succop 


dr. So. Carolina 
Jr. So. Carolina 


RB Felix Jones Jr Arkansas 
RB KreggLumpkin Sr. Georgia 
“WR EarlyDoucet _ Sr. LSU 
WR Keenan Burton Sr. Kentucky — 
TE Chris Brown Sr. _ Tennessee 
C Antoine Caldwell Jr Alabama 
OL Eric Young Sr. Tennessee 
OL King Dunlap = = =Sr Auburn 
OL Phil Trautwein Sr Florida 
OL HermanJohnson Jr = LSU 
AP _ Percy Harvin ‘So. Florida 


HONOR ROLL 


how to replace nine defensive starters. 

After losing to Vanderbilt and Kentucky 
last season, Georgia rallied to beat three 
ranked teams down the stretch — No. 5 
Auburn, No. 15 Georgia Tech and No. 14 
Virginia Tech. That was cause for optimism. 
Georgia is solid at quarterback and running 
back, but must replace seven defensive 
starters. 

South Carolina lost four SEC games by 
seven points or less. Can the Gamecocks get 
over the hump? Defense could be the 
strength of Steve Spurrier’s team as nine 
starters return. 

Kentucky shocked the league by beating 
Georgia, winning a bowl game, recording 
eight wins and saving Rich Brooks’ job. 
Another solid season is possible behind 
quarterback Andre Woodson. 

Vanderbilt went 4-8 the year after losing 
Jay Cutler, but came within seven points in 
four SEC defeats. 


WEST DIVISION 

With Houston Nutt on the hot seat, 
Arkansas won the West for the second time 
in five years. McFadden, the Heisman 
Trophy runner-up, showed his versatility as 
he ran for 14 touchdowns, passed for four 
and gained 1,647 yards on the ground. 

But turmoil dominated the offseason. 


Offensive 
Player of the 
Year 


i 


Darren McFadden 
RB, Arkansas 


Erik Ainge 
QB, Tennessee 


Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm 

Best Scrambler 
Coolest in the Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 


Best Run Blocker 


Best Pass Rusher 
Special Teams Demon 


Erik Ainge 
Matthew Stafford 
Brent Schaeffer 
Ryan Succo 
Darren McFadden 
Earl Bennett 
Marcus Monk 
Andre Smith 
Michael Oher 
Best Cover Corner Paul Oliver Georgia 
Quentin Groves 
Antonio Wardlow 


Offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn, hired 
from the high school ranks, left to join 
Tulsa's staff. Receiver Damian Williams and 
highly touted quarterback Mitch Mustain 
bolted the program, and there were other 
signs of unrest. 

Still, McFadden, tag-team running back 
Felix Jones and receiver Marcus Monk give 
the Hogs a chance, but the defense was 
gutted by the loss of seven starters. 

LSU is the team to beat, even without 
Russell. Matt Flynn was outstanding in a 
Peach Bowl win over Miami two years ago. 
Early Doucet anchors the receiving corps. 
The run game might be handled by com- 
mittee, but the defense could be awesome, 
with eight starters returning. 

Auburn has won more games (33) than 
any SEC team over the past three years, but 
the Tigers lost too much star power to win 
the West. The schedule is daunting. The 
Tigers play at Florida, at Arkansas, at LSU 
and at Georgia. 

Alabama will be stronger with new coach 
Nick Saban. The Tide returns nine offensive 
starters but loses six defensive starters. The 
schedule is favorable. 

Ole Miss and Mississippi State are still 
rebuilding. Both coaches need to show 
improvement soon. 


— Jimmy Hyams 


Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the of the 
Year vend 


Glenn Dorsey 
DT, LSU 


Eric Berry 
DB, Tennessee 


Tennessee 
Georgia 

Ole Miss 
South Carolina 
Arkansas 
Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 
Alabama 

Ole Miss 


Auburn 
Tennessee 
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Dip into the aera taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Iry all 5 Cheese Dips: Plain, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa and the newest favorite with a smokey Chipotle kick. 
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Top 10 NFL Talent 


The Big Ones 
/ Bears seek revenge after getting blown out in Knoxville. \ 


Winner usually has solid season; loser usually stumbles. 
Could be battle of top 10 teams; Tigers GB gets challenged. 


September 1 
Tennessee at California 


September 8 
South Carolina at Georgia 
Virginia Tech at LSU 


September15 

Arkansas at Alabama 
Tennessee at Florida 
Louisville at Kentucky 


September 22 
Georgia at Alabama 


September 29 
Alabama vs. Florida State 
Auburn at Florida 


October 6 
Florida at LSU 
Georgia at Tennessee 


Octoher 13 
Auburn at Arkansas 


October 20 
Tennessee at Alabama 
Auburn at LSU 


Octoher 27 
Florida vs. Georgia (J'ville) 
South Carolina at Tennessee 


November 3 
LSU at Alabama 


November 10 

Arkansas at Tennessee 
Auburn at Georgia 
Florida at South Carolina 


November 24 
Alabama at Auburn 
Arkansas at LSU 


November 26 

Florida State at Florida 
Georgia at Georgia Tech 
Clemson at South Carolina 


- Darren McFadden 
. Glenn Dorsey 

- Paul Oliver 

. Jasper Brinkley 

- Quentin Groves 

. Early Doucet 

- Marcus Monk 


. Tyson Jackson 
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. Derrick Harvey 
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. Jonathan Hefney 
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First big test for Nick Saban; first big test for Hogs. 
Vols have won two of past three games at Florida. 
Was 2006 a fluke for UK? Will Cards fall with new coach? 


Tide faces second straight quality SEC opponent at home. 


Jacksonville is site for Tide's third straight rugged game. 
Auburn was only team to pin loss on Gators last year. 


Battle of two most recent SEC teams to win national title. 
Bulldogs have won three in a row:in Neyland Stadium. 


Winner stays in West Division race; loser behind 8-ball. 


Vols have won five of past six at Bama in rivalry game. 
Auburn spoiled LSU's chance for national title bid in ‘06. 


Gators have won 16 of 18 against the Bulldogs. 
Despised Steve Spurrier won on last trip to Knoxville. 


SNIGHOU AOL Ad O.LOHd 


JSONATHAN HEFINEY 


Despite 22-4 mark, Miles still coaching in Saban’s shadow. 


Hogs handed Vols worst defeat of '06 season, 31-14. 
Dawgs’ 2006 recovery effort started with rout over Tigers. 
Gators needed three blocked kicks to beat Spurrier in Swamp. 


‘Bama to Saban: End Auburn's five-game win streak now. 
Sure could be a showdown to win the SEC West. 


Seminoles were Gator bait last year in this heated rivalry. 
Bulldogs keep finding a way to sting Yellow Jackets. 
Spurrier has found new rival at which to fire barbs. 


Arkansas 
LSU 
Georgia 

So. Carolina 
Auburn 

LSU 
Arkansas 
LSU 

Florida 


Tennessee 


Bows! Connections 


SEC Champ BCS (national title game, 
if ranked Nos. 1 or 2, 
otherwise Sugar Bowl) 

SEC #2 Capital One vs. Big Ten #2 

SEC #3-5 Outback vs. Big Ten #3 

SEC #3-5 Cotton vs. Big 12 #2 

SEC #3-5 — Chick-fil-A vs. ACC #3 

SEC #6-8 Music City vs. Big Ten #6 

SEC #6-8 Independence vs. Big 12 

SEC #6-8 Liberty vs. C-USA 


Heisman runner-up rushed for 1,647 yards, 14 TDs. 
First-team All-American with terrific tackle skills. 
Best cover corner in SEC; excellent feet and hips. 
First-team All-SEC in first year; tough to block. 
Outstanding athlete; had 9.5 sacks last year. 

Had 59 catches; eight against Tennessee, Notre Dame. 
A rangy 6-6 with good hands, big-play ability. 

Great physical skills; hasn't reached potential yet. 


Super pass rusher (11 sacks) who's quick off ball. 
An added bonus is his ability to return punts. 
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For Vodka Lovers, Not Bottle Collectors. 


Our labels tell the story! 


Tito's Handmade Vodka 
Unanimous Double Gold Medal Winner of the 
World Spirits Competition! 
DISTILLED SIX TIMES 


Tito’s Handmade Vodka is designed to be savored 
| by spirit connoisseurs. It is micro-distilled in an 
| old-fashioned pot still, just like fine single malt 
scotches and high-end French cognacs. This time- 
honored method of distillation requires more skill | ; 
and effort than modern column stills, but it’s well [ie 
worth it. Our handcrafted technique offers more 
control over the distillation process, resulting in a 
spectacularly clean product of incomparable 
excellence. Only the heart of the run, “the nectar” 

is taken, leaving behind residual higher and lower 
| alcohols. The vodka is cleansed of phenols, esters, 
congeners and organic acids by filtering it through = 
the finest activated carbon available. Critics call [7 
Tito’s “a homegrown symphonic spirit to applaud” 
and say “it can go head to head with any of the ar 
worlds’ greats and not break a sweat.” i 
Shake once from freezer. No sugar or gelatin added. : 


VODKA 


Crafted in an Old Fashioned Pot Still 


It's in the bottle, so enjoy! —7{Zz- 


titosvodka.com 


by Texas' First & Only Distillery — GENERAL WOMEN SHOULD NT | 100% VODKA FROM GRAIN | 

| pict DAN ALDOMOLG BEVERAGES | 89 Proof -750ML. 
AUSTIN ¥& T ASS THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. 2) | 
AUSTIN jy TEXAS CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC LLU, | 
DISTILLED & BOTTLED BY FIFTH GE 199470000 | 
| 


HMR magazine assembled a panel 
of four experts! Here’s their story... 


CHILLED ROOM TEMP 
YOURI 

KETEL ONE 
PEARL 

TITO’S 

GREY GOOSE 


CHOPIN 


The panels’ goal was to taste each of 
our six contestants under various 
conditions and score them accordingly. 
Our test was organized into samplings 
with each spirit being tasted at room 
temperature, chilled, and finally, mixed in 


a martini! While some of our judges had 
difficulty deciding with just a single 
sampling, we made them finish the test 
before we poured another round! 

Each vodka had the potential to earn 
forty points per category, fora total of 120 


points. While some of these vodkas were 
well known and old favorites, others were 
complete strangers to our panel. So let’s 
see how they stack up! 


Our official standings are as follows: 


First Place- TITO’S 

Second Place - PEARL 

Third Place - KETEL ONE 

Fourth Place - CHOPIN 

Fifth Place - GREY GOOSE 

Sixth Place - YOURI DOLGORUKI 
HMR magazine, November/ December, 2004 


| ___ofindout more about To's Handmade Voda takea virtual ourat WWW-itosvodka.com 


AROUND THE SEC 


For Changes, Check OQut the Coordinators 


he SEC had just one head coaching change, 
but it was a biggie. 

After believing it had lured Rich Rodriguez of 
West Virginia, Alabama made a splash by landing 
Nick Saban for $4 million a year over eight years. 
Saban had been with the Miami Dolphins for just 
two seasons after leading LSU to the 2003 
national championship. Saban’s hiring had Tide 
fans ecstatic, but LSU fans burning him in effigy. 

While there was relative stability among the 
head coaches — Alabama is the only school to 
make a switch in the past two years — there was 
plenty of intrigue among the high-profile coordi- 
nator positions. 

Saban hired a new staff, bringing in former 
Baylor head coach and ace recruiter Kevin Steele 
as defensive coordinator and whiz kid Major 
Applewhite as offensive coordinator. 

Despite winning 10 games and the SEC West 
Division, Arkansas had a tumultuous offseason. 

Offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn, a spread 
offense guru hired from a nearby high school, 
left after one year in a dispute over responsibili- 
ties. He was replaced by David Lee of the Dallas 
Cowboys. Lee was contacted before Malzahn left. 


Malzahn’s departure prompted two players 
recruited from Malzahn’'s high school to transfer 
from Arkansas, including blue-chip quarterback 
Mitch Mustain. 

Ole Miss hired John Thompson to run the 
defense. Thompson, out of coaching last year, 
has been a defensive coordinator at South 
Carolina, Arkansas, Florida and Southern Miss. 

LSU hired Gary Crowton as offensive coordina- 
tor to replace Jimbo Fisher, who assumed a simi- 
lar job at Florida State. Most recently an Oregon 
assistant, Crowton has been head coach at BYU 
and Louisiana Tech. 

Georgia promoted Mike Bobo to offensive coor- 
dinator, where he will assume play-calling duties 
that had been handled by head coach Mark 
Richt. 

Mississippi State, among other moves, hired 
Pat Washington as receivers coach. Washington 
was fired at Tennessee after the 2005 season 
after 11 years with the Vols. 

Kentucky hired Steve Brown as defensive 
coordinator to replace Mike Archer. 

The shuffling leaves Tennessee with the dean 
of coordinators on both sides of the football — 


John Chavis on defense (13th year) and David 
Cutcliffe on offense (eighth year, 1993-98, 
2006). 


NON-CONFERENCE FOES 

Thanks to the addition last season of the 12th 
game, SEC teams will face a number of fresh faces 
on the non-conference schedule. 

Auburn opens the season by playing host to 
Kansas State, and Georgia entertains Oklahoma 
State. The Wildcats and Cowboys were bowl teams 
last year. 

Tennessee travels to California after beating 
up on the Bears in Knoxville to open last season. 

Elsewhere ... 

LSU hosts Virginia Tech, Alabama plays Florida 
State in Jacksonville, South Carolina travels to 
North Carolina, Mississippi State visits West 
Virginia, Vanderbilt goes to Wake Forest and 
Tennessee hosts Southern Miss. 

Several traditional out-of-conference games 
remain: Florida-Florida State, South Carolina- 
Clemson, Georgia-Georgia Tech, Ole Miss- 
Memphis and Kentucky-Louisville. 

SEC teams will also play their share of patsies. 


; Four-Year Standings — 7 } 


The four-year snapshot shows a separation in the league, with the top four being the only teams in the SEC to advance to the post- 
season each year. Those four — LSU, Auburn, Georgia and Florida — are also the only ones to win a conference championship. 

Tennessee is right there, record-wise, but hasn't pulled down the big prizes. Nobody else is over .500 in league play, but that 
doesn’t mean that the second half of the league won't rise up from time to time. Instructive of the SEC’s depth, 10 teams have been 
bowling in the past four years, with only Vanderbilt and Mississippi State left out of the party. 


156 


627 


Mississippi State 
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Arkansas has the easiest non-conference 
schedule: Troy, North Texas, UT-Chattanooga and 
Florida International. 

The SEC will play 10 games against Division 


I-AA teams; the only league teams to not sched- 
ule a lower-division foe are LSU and Tennessee. 

The SEC also will play 12 games against teams 
from the Sun Belt. Troy will play three SEC teams 
and Louisiana-Lafayette and Florida Atlantic will 
each play two. 

The toughest non-conference road trips: 
Tennessee at Cal, Mississippi State at West 
Virginia, Alabama meets FSU at Jacksonville, Fla. 


TOUGHEST, EASIEST 
SCHEDULES 


Aubum and South Carolina will need to be 
road warriors this fall because they have the 
toughest road SEC schedules. 

Auburn plays at Florida, at Arkansas, at LSU 
and at Georgia. South Carolina plays at Georgia, 
at LSU, at Tennessee and at Arkansas. 

Alabama has the least challenging SEC road 
schedule: at Vanderbilt, at Ole Miss, at 
Mississippi State and at Auburn. 

The bad news for the Crimson Tide is that it 
might have the hardest home schedule: 
Arkansas, Georgia, Tennessee, LSU. 

Auburn appears to have the easiest home 
schedule: Mississippi State, Vanderbilt, Ole Miss 
and Alabama. 
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TURNING PRO 

The SEC lost 10 players early to the NFL draft, 
including one sophomore who redshirted as a 
true freshman — Sidney Rice at South Carolina 
— and LSU quarterback JaMarcus Russell. 

Florida lost four All-SEC defensive players: 
cornerback Ryan Smith, linebacker Brandon 
Siler, defensive end Jarvis Moss and free safety 
Reggie Nelson. Arkansas lost defensive end 
Jamaal Anderson and defensive back Chris 
Houston. Georgia lost defensive end Charles 
Johnson. Tennessee lost receiver Robert 
Meachem. 

Among those notables who decided to stay: 
LSU defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey, Arkansas 
receiver Marcus Monk, Tennessee quarterback 
Erik Ainge, Auburn defensive end Quentin 
Groves, South Carolina linebacker Jasper 
Brinkley, Georgia cornerback Paul Oliver and 


Vanderbilt linebacker Jonathan Goff. 


EXTRA POINTS 

® With Florida's victory over Ohio State last 
January, the SEC won its fifth national champi- 
onship since going to divisional play in 1992. It 
was also the SEC's second national title in three 
seasons. 

The league had two BCS teams for the first 
time since 2000 as LSU routed Notre Dame in 
the Sugar Bowl. 


It was not only a banner year for the leaque 
in the BCS, but the SEC was able to fill all of its 
bowl tie-ins for the first time in four years. 

° The SEC has ruled that each team must play 
the week before the SEC Championship Game in 
December. Some SEC coaches felt Auburn and 
Alabama had an advantage by playing their last 
regular-season game two weeks before the SEC 
title game. 

e South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier said 
some of his players don't play with enough pas- 
sion, but he believes he has enough talent to 
say, for the first time, his team’s goal is to win 
the SEC. 

¢ Only one SEC team has not played a bowl 
game this decade: Vanderbilt (not since 1982). 

© Vanderbilt has the most starters returning 
in the SEC (19), while Florida has the fewest 
(eight). Florida has just 10 seniors and 10 jun- 
iors on its roster. 

© In 89 SEC games last season, there were 123 
instant replay stoppages and 29 plays over- 
turned. In 2005, 66 plays were stopped for 
review and only 17 were overturned. 

© The SEC led the nation in attendance for 
the 26th straight season with almost 6.6 mil- 
lion going through the turnstiles, an average of 
75,504 per game (96.5 percent of capacity). 

© The SEC led the nation last year with 266 
players on NFL opening-day rosters. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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ennessee’s Erik Ainge bounced back from a night- 
marish sophomore season to have an outstanding 


_ junior year under the tutelage of coordinator David 


Cutcliffe. 
Ainge set a school record by completing 67 percent 


_ of his passes, throwing for 2,989 yards and 19 touch- 
_ downs. He would have had more if he hadn't missed 


two games because of a sprained ankle. He was in 
the process of mastering the no-huddle offense in the 
spring before having minor knee surgery. 

Kentucky’s Andre Woodson led the SEC with 3,515 
passing yards and 31 touchdowns and made second- 
team All-SEC. He was second in passing efficiency. 

Alabama's John Parker Wilson set a school 
record for passing yards (2,707) and 200-yard 
games in a season (nine). Florida's Tim Tebow 
proved he could run. Now, he must prove he can 


_ pass. He gets upgraded on this list over some 
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veterans because of his vast potential. 

Auburn’s Brandon Cox struggled through an 
injury-plagued junior season, but has the ability to 
bounce back. Georgia's Matthew Stafford has a big 


_ arm and showed signs of developing into a standout. 


South Carolina expects good things from senior Blake 
Mitchell. LSU has bare experience but the talent to end 
up much better than eighth-best in this category. 


RECEIVERS 


wo of the SEC's best receivers turned pro early 
— Tennessee's Robert Meachem and South 


_ Carolina's Sidney Rice — and four of the top 10 pass 
_ catchers were seniors. But the SEC still has plenty of 


quality wideouts. 

Florida returns Andre Caldwell (57 for 577) and 
Percy Harvin, who had more yards rushing (428) 
than receiving (427). Harvin averaged 10.4 yards 
per carry. 

Keenan Burton of Kentucky caught 77 passes for 
1,036 yards and tied for the league-high with 12 
touchdowns. He got help from Dickey Lyons Jr., 
who caught 50 passes for 822 yards, and Jacob 
Tamme, whose 32 catches led all SEC tight ends. 

Alabama's D.J. Hall and Keith Brown provide 
a double threat. 

Arkansas’ 6-6 Marcus Monk and LSU's Early 
Doucet have first-round draft potential. Monk won't 
have as much help as Doucet. Vanderbilt's Earl 
Bennett has caught 161 passes in two seasons. 

Tony Burks of Mississippi State is a deep threat — 
averaging an SEC-best 24.3 yards on 35 catches. 
Kenny McKinley of South Carolina caught 51 passes 


_ last year and becomes the go-to guy without Rice 


around. 
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he SEC is loaded with good backs, but no one 
compares to Arkansas’ Darren McFadden. He 


rushed for 1,647 yards and 14 touchdowns last sea- 


son, and passed for four more as a shotgun quarter- 


_ back. He also returned a kickoff for a touchdown. 


McFadden isn’t the only star back on his team. 
Felix Jones rushed for 1,168 yards and averaged 
7.6 yards per carry compared to McFadden’s 5.8. 
Jones and McFadden became the third pair of 
SEC teammates to rush for 1,000 yards in the 
same season. 

Kregg Lumpkin led Georgia with 798 yards, and 
Thomas Brown gives the Bulldogs a solid 1-2 punch. 
Tennessee might have a 1-2-3 punch with LaMarcus 
Coker (696 yards), Montario Hardesty (384) and 
Arian Foster (322), coming back from an injury-filled 
season. Ole Miss’ BenJarvus Green-Ellis, an Indiana 
transfer, rushed for 1,000 yards behind an average 
line on a team that was last in the SEC in passing. 

South Carolina's Cory Boyd was the SEC's fifth- 
leading rusher (823 yards). Kentucky's Rafael Little 
was a 1,000-yard rusher in 2005. 

LSU, Auburn and Alabama each have an array of 
good young backs and could move up by the end of 


_the season. 
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labama ranked in the second division of the 
SEC in rushing and pass protection, but the 


_ Crimson Tide returns all five starters and has a future 


__ All-American in left tackle Andre Smith, who led the 


team in snaps last season as a true freshman. Center 
Antoine Caldwell and guard Justin Britt are solid. 

Florida returns four starters from the SEC's third- 
best rushing team (2,240 yards). Drew Miller and 
Phil Trautwein are the anchors. 

Although LSU didn’t have a back who rushed for 
more than 440 yards, the Tigers were second in the 
SEC in rushing (165.8 per game). Three starters 
return, plus senior guard Will Arnold, an All-American 
candidate who missed the majority of last season. 

Ole Miss returns four starters, anchored by 
All-SEC tackle Michael Oher. The Rebels produced 
a 1,000-yard rusher despite having the worst passing 
attack in the league. 

Arkansas has led the SEC in rushing most of the 
decade, topping the second-place team by more than 
60 yards per game last season. But three starters are 
gone. Center Jonathan Luigs is All-SEC. 

Tennessee had its worst rushing average since 
1964, but did a nice job in pass protection and four 
players with starting experience return. 


eS Kentucky. am 
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e3. Hub "ability. Charles Alexander blossomed as a tackle. 
: _ Despite losing end Chase Pittman, LSU's defensive 


ine might be the nation’s best. 


¢ Sa Caan A 


aCe Nisan 


1S Wennessee 
—E——— 


@ eibrida 
G scams = 
~--——_--——-—— 


— 


€ Alsen 


By inenensds 
a 


| 


Bm ikentiel 
ee 


G Vangerui 


G, Ca 
———— 


itis 


SS 


@ FRUTA| 


if. i) ipbamien 


4 At AReneae 
tee on eal 


(Eee 


: =e ly in pass defense last season. 


~ EAI comers in Jonathan Zenon and Chevis Jackson, 


af) Tennessee 
ee 


IVE = LINE ) 


SU ranked first in the SEC in total defense and 
second in run defense last year, and the Tigers 


__ think they might have one of their best front fours ever. 


Defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey bypassed the NFL 
to play one more year. End Tyson Jackson has NFL 


On the flip side, Florida goes from dominant to 


almost starting over. The Gators return just one line- 


man — end Derrick Harvey (11 sacks) — from 


& MEE Sf a8 » anit that led the SEC in run defense (72.5 yards). 


Auburn's Quentin Groves made first-team All-SEC 


. _ after recording 9.5 sacks. Sen’Derrick Marks and 
_Josh Thompson are solid returners. 


South Carolina returns its entire front four, but end 


Casper Brinkley (13.5 tackles for loss) figures to play out- 
- side linebacker at least part of the time. Ole Miss returns 
) three starters, led by ends Peria Jerry and Greg Hardy. 


Tennessee had trouble stopping the run last year, 


‘i but the Vols have some quality linemen in ends 


Antonio Reynolds and Xavier Mitchell and tackle 
J.T. Mapu. Arkansas lost first-round pick Jamaal 


_ Anderson early to the NFL, but returns two starters. 


Mississippi State end Titus Brown had 14.5 tackles 


) , for loss, 7.5 sacks. 


SECONDARY 


eorgia’s 19 interceptions were second best in 
the SEC, and the Bulldogs return arguably the 


_ league's best cover corner in Paul Oliver, who had 
~ two fourth-quarter picks to seal wins. Safety Kelin 
_ Johnson was third on the team in tackles and Bryan 


Evans is a solid corner. Georgia ranked fifth national- 


LSU ranked No. 3 in the nation in pass defense, but 


~ _ losing All-American LaRon Landry and strong safety 


Jessie Daniels will hurt. The Tigers have two good 


Auburn returns three starters from the SEC's No. 3 


- pass defense. The Tigers recorded just 10 intercep- 
tions, but allowed only 13 touchdown passes. 


Alabama has had one of the SEC's top secondaries 


he past three years. Simeon Castille is an All-SEC 


» corner and Marcus Carter is a solid safety. Ramzee 
~ _ Robinson will be missed. 
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South Carolina lost its best defensive back (Fred 


Bennett), but returns three starters. Tennessee lost three 
- Starters, but returns its best defensive back (Jonathan 
_ Hefney). Hefney is an All-American candidate who led 

_ the team in interceptions and punt returns. 


Mississippi State has one of the league's top ath- 
letes in Derek Pegues. 
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LINEBACKERS 


he Brinkley brothers help give South Carolina 
the best linebacking trio in the SEC. 

Jasper Brinkley had 107 tackles (14.5 behind the 
line) at middle linebacker last season and made first- _ 
_ team All-SEC in his first season in the league. Casper 
_ Brinkley had seven sacks at end, but spent most of 
_ spring at outside linebacker. Rodney Paulk made the 


) SEC All-Freshman team. 


LSU returns all three starters, led by All-SEC 
Ali Highsmith. Darry Beckwith is the top returning 
tackler, and there is experience to go around. 
Tennessee lost its leading tackler, but returns All- 
_ SEC Jerod Mayo, Ryan Karl and explosive Rico 
McCoy. Alabama's Prince Hall is a budding star. 
Kentucky returns all three starters, including All-SEC 
Wesley Woodyard, who led the league in tackles with 
122 and could become the first Wildcat in 14 years 
to register 300 career tackles. 
Vanderbilt's Jonathan Goff is one of the SEC's best 
defensive players. 
Florida and Georgia, loaded with linebackers in 


"recent years, lost all three starters. 


Ole Miss lost All-American Patrick Willis, the SEC 
Defensive Player of the Year, and Rory Johnson, who 
declared early for the NFL draft. 


TEAMS 


ach SEC team has a special teams concern, but 
Georgia has the fewest. 
The Bulldogs have the league's best kicker 
(Brandon Coutu, 35 of 45 field goals for his career) 
and best punt returner (Mikey Henderson, fifth in the 


). nation at 14.7 yards). Coutu has made 12 of his past 
15 kicks from 40 yards or more. 


U Alabama 


South Carolina's Ryan Succop is the best combo 
kicker in the league. He made 16 of 20 field goals 
last season and averaged 43.7 yards per punt (fourth 
in the SEC.). The Gamecocks were mediocre in the 
return game. 

Kentucky has the best collection of returners. 


away from Burton and you face Dickey Lyons Jr. 
(24.1). Rafael Little averaged 22.6 yards per punt 
return, which would have led the nation had he 
qualified. He averaged 16.9 in 2005. 

Mississippi State's Derek Pegues was 10th in the 
nation in punt returns (14.0) and fifth in the SEC in 
kick returns (23.7). 

Tennessee is interesting. It has an All-American 

candidate in punter Britton Colquitt (44.9) and a dan- 
gerous punt returner (Jonathan Hefney, 12.1), but 
_ can't be rated higher because of significant questions 


. elsewhere. 
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SEC’s Collection of Coaches is Without Peer 


Football in the South didn’t start with 
legendary coach Paul “Bear” Bryant. 
Southern teams — including 
Alabama — were winning national 
championships before Bryant began 
his unparalleled dominance of college 
football through the 1960s and 1970s. 
But to those who know college foot- 
ball, Bryant, with his six national cham- 
pionships, is the yardstick by which 
every college coach is measured — 
which is why every football program in 
the country is looking for the next Bear. 
And nowhere is the search more 
determined than in the conference 
where the Bear once roamed: the SEC. 
The level of coaching in the 
Southeastern Conference has reached 
unprecedented heights, with one-third of 
the current head coaches in the league 
having won national championships: 
Urban Meyer (Florida, 2006), new 
Alabama head coach Nick Saban (LSU, 
2003), Phillip Fulmer (Tennessee, 
1998) and South Carolina head coach 
Steve Spurrier (Florida, 1996). 
Another, Auburn's Tommy Tuberville, 
has an undefeated season and No. 2 
national finish on his resume (2004). 
Georgia's Mark Richt has finished in 
the national Top 10 four of the past 
five years. 
LSU's Les Miles has put together 
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back-to-back Top 10 finishes. 

And Arkansas’ Houston Nutt has 
been to two SEC Championship Games 
in the past five seasons. 

Not to say the other guys in the 
league can’t coach, but they are either 
still unproven (Mississippi State's 
Sylvester Croom and Ole Miss’ Ed 
Orgeron) or are at programs with little 
winning tradition (Kentucky's Rich 
Brooks and Vanderbilt's Bobby Johnson). 

You can say this about the SEC: It’s 
definitely not top-heavy. 

It is that competitive balance that 
helps set the SEC apart from most con- 
ferences. Only one SEC team 
(Vanderbilt) has not played in a bowl 
game in the past seven years, a period 
in which the SEC has more bowl victo- 
ries (26) and appearances (52) than 
any other conference. 

In that time, there have been more 
teams from the SEC ranked in the final 
Top 25 poll than any other conference 
with 34, an average of almost five 
teams per year. 

SEC teams have finished in the Top 
10 of the final Associated Press poll 15 
times since the 2000 season — a list 
that includes half of the league’s 12 
teams — and there have been seven 
finishes in the Top Five. 

There are offensive innovators like 


Meyer, with his spread-option offense, 
and Spurrier, with his timed passing 
attack; defensive specialists like Saban 
and Tuberville; and motivators like 
Nutt and Orgeron. And, of course, 
recruiters. All of them have learned to 
be great recruiters. 

But success comes with a price tag. 
The expectations of coaching in the SEC 
is exceeded perhaps only by the reward. 

In what has perhaps become the 
ultimate measure of coaching expecta- 
tions, only three coaches in the league 
were making less than $1 million 
a year last year. Five were making 
more than $1.5 million. This year the 
Tide’s Saban became the highest paid 
coach in the country with a guaran- 
teed eight-year, $32 million deal. 

All the cool cash that Alabama was 
willing to pay to get the coach it really 
wanted not only raised the ceiling on 
coaching salaries, but also raised more 
than a few eyebrows around the country. 

“Tt’s an investment, not an 
expense,” University of Alabama presi- 
dent Robert Witt said. “And it has 
a public relations payback that is even 
more important.” 

Indeed, the Alabama football pro- 
gram reported a $27.7 million profit 
last year, on just over $61.5 million in 
total athletic department expenses, 
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and has been valued by Forbes maga- 
zine as having a franchise market 
worth of $70 million. 

Witt said a strong football team 
helps increase student enrollment and 
donations for the university across the 
board. For example, within 48 hours of 
introducing Saban as the Tide head 
coach, Witt said Alabama received sev- 
eral hundred applications for preferred 
seating packages — which require 
donations ranging from a few hundred 
to a few thousand dollars — for foot- 
ball games this fall. 

At the spring game, Alabama 
announced it exceeded its four-year 
fund-raising goal of $50 million for 
athletic facility renovations by $20 
million, and it expects a university- 
wide fund-raising campaign to go “well 
beyond” the goal of $500 million. 

“The hiring of Nick Saban created 
a buzz across this state and the 
Southeast like nothing I've ever seen,” 
Witt said. 

Hard to argue after Bama pulled in a 
college-record 92,000 for its spring 
game. 

Yet, at the time of the Saban hiring, 
Florida president Bernie Machen called 
Saban’s contract “not good for college 
football.” 

“I wish it hadn’t happened,” he 
said. “I do think it would be naive to 
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think that in a market that is so open 
— meaning the recruitment of the 
very top coaches — it’s not going to 
have an impact (on coaches’ salaries 
around the nation). I’m sure it will.” 

But it’s worth it. 

For the 26th consecutive season, the 
SEC led the nation in football atten- 
dance, establishing a record for total 
(6,586,408) and average (75,706) 
attendance, breaking the mark set by 
— who else? — the SEC in 2005. 

Virtually every school has either 
undergone or is undergoing major 
facilities renovations, putting the SEC 
at the forefront of the “arms race” of 
college sports. 

The bottom line to coaching in the 
SEC is that everything is there to be 
successful: the finances, the facilities, 
the fan base, the weather and, of 
course, the athletes. 

The SEC had more players on open- 
ing day NFL rosters last season than 
any other conference. 

Yes, the search for the next Bear 
Bryant is not limited to Alabama. 
They may call him by some other 
name at other places, but that’s what 
they all want. 

Not every coach can be the best. 

But in the SEC, these coaches, col- 
lectively, might be coming as close as 
any group ... ever. 


IT? AN INVEZTMENT, NOT 
AN EXPENZE,” UNIVERSITY 
OF ALABAMA PXEZIDENT 


ROBERT WITT ZAIP. “ANP 
IT HAZ A PUBLIC KELA- 
TION? PAYBACK THAT Ie 
EVEN M@RE IMPORTANT.” 
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A STAR RB, TOO 
By Michael DiRocco 


lorida coach Urban Meyer has a Southeastern 
Conference championship and a national championship. 

He has back-to-back Top 5 recruiting classes. 

He was expected to have a new contract over the summer. 

Yet, Meyer wants something more: a running back. 

An every-down, dependable 200-pounder who is tough 
enough to run between the tackles, but quick enough to 
get to the corner and out-run defensive backs. 

Florida hasn’t had that kind of back since Ciatrick Fason 
in 2004, which is confusing considering the highly 
regarded recruiting classes assembled by Meyer and 
former coach Ron Zook. 

“It's something I hope we get,” Meyer said. 

“Florida has a nice tradition of great running backs here, 
and we are not fulfilling our obligation of holding up that 
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great tradition. ... If we ever get a guy at running back, Mon Williams was poised to have a breakout year for 
watch out. That's what everyone is dreaming of because the Gators until a torn ACL knocked him out for the 
our perimeter right now is pretty good.” season. 


It’s not like Zook and Meyer didn't try. 

Both signed six running backs in their three classes 
apiece, but only Fason went on to rush for at least 700 
yards. Two transferred (JimTavis Walker, Skyler Thornton), 
two moved positions (Markus Manson to cornerback, Eric 
Rutledge to fullback), two will be freshmen in the fall 
(Chris Rainey, Bo Williams), and the rest have been 
nothing more than average players. 

Fason rushed for 1,267 yards and 10 TDs in 2004, then left 
early for the NFL and has been on the Minnesota Vikings 
bench for the past couple of years. He gave the Gators a true 
threat in the backfield for two years, ripping off 20 runs of 
at least 20 yards, including four long touchdown runs, with 
one being a 75-yarder against Arkansas in 2003. 

Since he left, the six running backs who have carried the 
ball have a combined 15 runs of at least 20 yards — only 
two of which were touchdowns. 

Fans shouldn't be too hard on Meyer or Zook, though, said 
Rivals.com national recruiting analyst Jeremy Crabtree. It’s 
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not like other schools are producing 
Cadillac Williams, Darren McFadden 
or Adrian Peterson every season. 

Even Nebraska, with its rich tradi- 
tion of I-backs, has seen its share of 
busts. People remember Mike Rozier, 
Lawrence Phillips and Ahman Green. 
They forget Derek Brown, Jon Kelley 
and Tyreese Knox. 

“It’s one of those positions, 
depending on what type of offense 
you run, that can be such a difficult 
position to recruit,” Crabtree said. 
“Landing a home-run running back 
is few and far between. 

“For as much success as Urban 
Meyer has had down there, that’s 
the one position he’d probably like 
to have more success in.” 

It’s unfair to expect the Gators 
to always have an Emmitt Smith 
or Ernct Rhett — the only players 
in school history with multiple 
1,000-yard seasons. Or even a Neal 
Anderson or Fred Taylor. 

But they should be able to at 
least find an Earnest Graham 
(1,085 yards in 2002). 

“Fred Taylor and Emmitt Smith 
played tailback here before. I keep 
checking that. That did happen, 
right?” Meyer said. “So I want to 
see that. We have to recruit that. 
We have to develop that. There's 
got to be a standard set. 

“You don’t watch the film and 
say, ‘That's the way it’s supposed 
to be done’ We don’t have that, 
and that has to happen.” 

That makes the national title 
Florida won with DeShawn Wynn's 
career-high 699 yards even more 
impressive, Crabtree said. 

“It’s also kind of scary to think 
what they might be able to do 
when they get that guy in there 
that becomes the feature back,” he 
said. “It’s a testament to the coach- 
ing staff to win a national champi- 
onship without a guy that’s a 
home-run hitter at running back.” 

Last year, the running back situ- 
ation was just OK, with wideout 
Percy Harvin and backup quarter- 
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back Tim Tebow among the Gators’ 
most important rushing threats. 

For the first time since he 
arrived in Gainesville, Meyer was 
upbeat about the running backs 
heading into spring practice. He 
said sophomore Mon Williams, 

a 6-2, 198-pound speedster out 
of Mesquite, Texas, was ready to 
become UF's feature back. 

Williams, who gained 95 yards 
on nine carries against Division 
I-AA Western Carolina in his only 
significant action last season, was 
going to be given every chance to 
win the job. But Williams suffered 
a torn ACL in his left knee early 
in spring practice and will miss 
the entire 2007 season. 

Bo Williams, who enrolled early, 
was already being held out of prac- 
tice because of shoulder surgery 
to fix a previous injury. That left 
junior Kestahn Moore, sophomore 
Brandon James and redshirt fresh- 
man Chevon Walker as the main 
candidates for the starting job. 

Moore, who was hampered by 
a back problem in 2006, was able 
to do enough to win the job 
before undergoing surgery to 
repair a sports hernia just before 
the spring game. He has just 
564 career rushing yards. 

“I don’t need to see another 
thing from him,” running backs 
coach Stan Drayton said. “He came 
out every single day and just gave 
it up.” 

Despite those setbacks, Meyer 
and Drayton are still in better 
spirits than they were before the 
2006 season. Meyer was so disgust- 
ed with the work ethic of his 
tailbacks then that he threatened 
to play without one. 

That was a wake-up call, and 
ever since that comment Drayton 
said none of his players have had 
a work-ethic problem. 

“Those guys have been doing 
really well,” he said. “They've 
taken to some tough coaching. 
They've answered the bell.” m= 


Junior Kestahn Moore will have his chance to 
become the featured back the Gators have 
been looking for since Urban Meyer arrived, 


ikdown 
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Almost nothing is more coveted in college football 
than an experienced and talented senior quarter- 
back. Tennessee has one of those. So does Auburn. 
But neither player's career has followed a predictable 
upward path. They enter their final go-rounds look- 
ing to lead their team to a title ... 


No-huddle a Hit 
With Accurate Ainge 

Tennessee quarterback Erik 
Ainge has gone from a liability to 
NFL ability. 

He’s 6-6, has a strong arm, 
improved his poise in the pocket 
and showed he can throw with 
pinpoint accuracy. 

But he has to do two things: Avoid 
injury and win a championship. 

He’s done neither. 

He suffered a separated shoulder 
during his freshman season. He 
had turf toe as a sophomore. He 
sprained his ankle midway through 
his junior season. And he had 
knee surgery in the spring to 
repair a torn meniscus, 

The good news is, he went from 
a mental basket case as a sopho- 
more to record the most accurate 
passing season in Tennessee history. 
He completed 67 percent of his 
passes for 2,989 yards and 19 
touchdowns, with nine intercep- 
tions. His numbers would have been 
better had he not missed two games 
because of a sprained ankle. 

Offensive coordinator David 
Cutcliffe, who tutored first-round 
draft picks Peyton and Eli 
Manning, and Heath Shuler, 
praised Ainge’s coachability and 
said the senior was ready to 
expand his game. 

The Vols put in a no-huddle 
offense in the spring, better able 
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_ to take advantage of mismatches 


and keep the defense off balance. 

“T love it,” said Ainge, who had 
completed only 50 percent of his 
passes before his breakout season. 
“It’s going to make me learn and 
take my game to the next level. 
From the neck up, it’s going to 
make me know that much more 
about the game.” 

Tennessee can make the switch 


_ because it now trusts its quarterback. 


“You've got to pick the point 
when you think it’s the right time 
to take that step and I think this 
is the right time,” Cutcliffe said. 

While Ainge might be ready, his 
receivers might not be. The Vols 
lost their top three wideouts from 
last season. Lucas Taylor, Quintin 
Hancock, Josh Briscoe and Austin 
Rogers emerged as the top receivers 
in the spring, but combined for 
just 26 catches last season. 

Ainge knows this summer will be 
huge for the returning receivers 
and incoming receivers. 

“That’s where you can make or 
break a passing game,” Ainge said. 

And it’s crucial for Ainge to take 
that next step. He has beaten 
Florida, Alabama and Georgia 
twice. He helped the Vols win the 
East Division in 2004 and started 
the SEC Championship game. 

But he doesn’t have a ring yet. 


That's his next goal. 


— Jimmy Hyams 


| 
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Sonething to Prove 
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Zip on Passes 


Cox Regains Health, 


Brandon Cox can handle the crit- 
icism. It’s part of being a quarter- 
back. Where others see doubts, he 
sees challenges ready to be over- 
come as he enters his third season 
as Auburn's starting quarterback. 

“That’s what we play the games 
for — to go out and prove people 
wrong,” Cox said. 

“You're always going to have 
people doubting you. Even when 
we were 13-0 (in 2004), people 
were doubting us. You can’t please 
everybody.” 

Cox doesn’t want or need to 
please everybody. He’s only trying 
to please his coaches and team- 
mates and the people who know 
him best. Those are the only peo- 
ple who truly understood what Cox 
endured as a junior. 

He passed for 2,324 yards and 
15 touchdowns in 2005, his first 


-season as a starter. Cox entered his 


junior season amid expectations of 
leading the Tigers to a SEC Western 
Division title and emerging as one 
of the SEC’s best quarterbacks. 
Instead, he took a beating in 
a 7-3 win over LSU three weeks 
into the season. With his knees 
and ankles banged up, he was 
unable to plant, push off and, in 
general, move effectively. He was 


never the same the rest of the 
_ season. 


Cox finished with 2,198 yards 
and 14 touchdowns, but offensive 
coordinator Al Borges became more 
conservative, trying to give the 
Tigers a better chance to survive 
and win. They finished 11-2 with 
a No. 8 ranking, but critics won- 
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dered if Auburn's success came not 
because of Cox, but despite him. 

“T thought Brandon did a nice 
job when you consider all those 
factors,” Borges said. 

“If you look at his numbers 
they're really not a lot different 
from 2005, but we took too many 
sacks. Part of that is protection 
and part of that is the ability to 
step out and release the football. 
That's an area we need to concen- 
trate and focus on to get better.” 

Cox, back with healthy legs, 
produced the kind of spring his 
coaches and teammates expected. 

“You definitely can see a differ- 
ence with the speed of Brandon's 
passes,” sophomore tight end 
Tommy Trott said. 

“It was all he could do to get the 
ball 20 yards late in the season. 
Now he’s getting it to us 30 or 40 
yards down the field without really 
trying. Our offense is better 
because of that.” 

Cox will play behind a line with 
four new starters, and the Tigers 
are looking for new starters at tail- 
back and receivers, but the expec- 
tations remain high entering Cox’s 
senior season. 

“Two years in a row we've proven 
we can win with him,” Borges said. 
“Now we have to prove that we 
can win championships with him.” 

Tennessee is saying similar 
things about Ainge. 

The teams don’t play in the reg- 
ular season. Maybe they'll see each 
other in December in Atlanta for 
the SEC title game. 

— Richard Scott 
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BAMA 


Return to Glory? Saban’s Guys Take Their First Steps 


he hiring of Nick Saban raised eye- 
brows all over the country — and 
hopes among Alabama fans everywhere. 

It raised eyebrows, because Saban 
became college football’s first $4 million 
a year coach. His guaranteed 8-year, 
$32 million package brought reaction 
even from NCAA President Myles Brand, 
who, among other things, said, “I thought 
a million dollars (a year) was a lot.” 

But it raised hopes for fans of the 
Crimson Tide, who cling to the glory 
days of Bear Bryant and 12 national 
championships, but who have lived 
through only fleeting periods of glory 
over the past 10 years. 

After all, Tide fans watched as Saban 
turned LSU from a promising program 
that had won only seven games in the two 
years prior to his arrival into 
a Southeastern Conference power. 

In Saban’s first season at LSU, he won 
eight games and beat Alabama in Baton 
Rouge for the first time in 31 years. In his 
second year, Saban guided the Tigers to 
the SEC title. In his fourth, LSU won the 
BCS national championship. 

Those are the kind of results Alabama 
athletic director Mal Moore went looking 
for when he refused to take “no” for an 
answer in going after Saban, who left LSU 
for the NFL’s Miami Dolphins in 2005. 

“When I set out on this search, I said 
I was seeking a coach who has a proven 
record of championship success and 
achievement,” Moore said. “Coach Saban 
brings that. This signifies a new era of 
Crimson Tide football.” 

The 55-year-old Saban arrived with 


a reputation for single-mindedness that 
borders on obsession, but the results speak 
for themselves: a 91-42-1 record as a col- 
lege head coach at Toledo (winning the 
Mid-America Conference in his only sea- 
son), Michigan State (guiding the Spartans 
to their best season in 34 years), and LSU. 

He cloaked his programs in secrecy, 
closing off access to practices, scrimmages 
and assistant coaches. 

But Saban made it clear what he 
wanted from his first Alabama team 
when he said his immediate goal was to 
have a football team that is “a big, phys- 
ical, aggressive football team that is 
relentless in the competitive spirit we go 
out and play with week in and week out. 

“What I would like for every football 
team to do that we play is to sit there and 
say, ‘I hate playing against these guys. 
I hate playing them. Their effort, their 
toughness, relentless resiliency, the way 
they go out every play and focus, play the 
next play, and compete for 60 minutes in 
the game ... I can’t handle that.’ 

“That's the kind of football team we 


» 
want. 


OFFENSE 

So what will the offense look like? No 
one will know for sure until fall. But 
there are clues. 

One is new coordinator Major 
Applewhite. The 28-year-old former 
Texas quarterback ran a spread offense 
last year at Rice University that set a 
school record for points in a single season 
(350) and was third in yardage (4,486). 

The Alabama coaches say they won't be 
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running the same offense Applewhite 
coordinated at Rice; the influence of assis- 
tant head coach and offensive line coach 
Joe Pendry, who brings 19 years of NFL 
coaching experience, will be a factor. 

“IT had (quarterback) Doug Flutie for 
three years in Buffalo and we ran the 
spread,” Pendry said. “When I had (running 
back) Christian Okoye in Kansas City, we 
lined up and ran the ball all the time. 

“Whatever the players are, what they can 
do best, that’s what I’m known for doing.” 

The offense has a strong base. Nine 
starters return, including junior quarter- 
back John Parker Wilson and all five 
starting linemen, anchored by sophomore 
left tackle Andre Smith. 

Alabama lost tailback Kenneth Darby 
and two premier fullbacks in Le’Ron 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 128.1 ypy rushing (8th in SEC/75th NCAA), 212.8 ypg passing (6th/45th), 335.9 yng total offense (8th/60th), 22.9 ppg (Sth/73rd) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


; BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB John Parker Wilson* Jr. Offense should fit him better than a year ago. Greg McElroy, Fr. 

RB Jimmy Johns Jr. Could be Bama’s power back to Grant’s speed. Terry Grant, So. 

RB Baron Huber So. This position is wide open. Patrick Hanrahan, Fr. 
WR Keith Brown* Sr. Ranks in top 10 in school history in catches, yards. Nikita Stover, Jr. 

WR Dw. Hall* Sr. Set school record with 1,056 yards receiving. Matt Caddell, Sr. 

TE Travis McCall* Jr. A 12-game starter; eight catches for 105 yards. Nick Walker, Jr, 

LT Andre Smith* So. Led team with 62 knockdowns as true freshman. Michael Johnson, So. 
LG Justin Britt* Sr. _ Still learning, but always improving. Drew Davis, So. 

C Antoine Caldwell* Jr. __ All-SEC performer with 25 consecutive starts. Evan Cardwell, So. 
RG Marlon Davis Jr. _ Led team with eight knockdowns against Auburn, B.J. Stabler, Jr.* 

RT Chris Capps* Sr. Solid, but picked on by opposing defenses last year.  B.J. Stabler, Jr.* 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 124.6 ypg rushing ( 7th in SEC/ 37th in NCAA), 173.1 ypg passing (4th/ 16th), 297.7 ypg total defense (Sth/ 18th), 19.2 ppg (7th/ 28th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 
DE Wallace Gilberry* Sr. 
DT Lorenzo Washington So. 
DE  BobbyGreenwood* dr. 


LB Ezekial Knight Sr. 
LB Prince Hall* So. 
LB Darren Mustin Sr. 


LB Keith Saunders Sr. 
CB Simeon Castille* Sr. 
CB Eric Gray Sr. 
SS Marcus Carter* Sr. 
FS Rashad Johnson Jr. 


“Returning starter 


McClain and Tim Castille. Baron Huber 
will likely step in here. There are plenty of 
candidates for the tailback position, 
including last year’s second-leading rush- 
er Jimmy Johns (293 yards on 66 carries), 
and the talented, but oft-injured Glen 
Coffee, Roy Upchurch, Terry Grant and 
Ali Sharrief. 

D.J. Hall and Keith Brown return to 
lead the receiving corps. Hall set 
a school record with 1,056 yards in 
receptions last season. 


DEFENSE 


A strong defense has been a constant of 
Alabama football over the years, which fits 
with the philosophy of Saban, who takes a 
hands-on approach to that side of the ball. 

While Kevin Steele has the title of 


Can change games with his pass-rushing skills. 
Most experienced of Bama’s inside linemen. 
Needs to prove he can play every down. 
Converted wide receiver; hampered by injury. 
All-SEC Freshman; will call defensive signals. 
Impressive spring gives him a shot to start. 
Will play combo OLB/DE position. 

First-team All-SEC, led team in INTs (six). 
Started final two games of 2006. 

Solid performer with 30 tackles last year. 
Special teams star ready to make next step. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Brandon Deaderick, So. 
Brian Motley, Fr. 
Milton Talbert, Fr. 

Zach Schreiber, So. 
Marcel Stamps, Sr. 
DeMarcus Waldrop, Sr. 
Brandon Fanney, So. 
Marquis Johnson, So. 
Lionel Mitchell, Jr. 
Justin Woodall, So. 
Chris Rodgers, So. 


defensive coordinator, the scheme is the 
same Saban has run everywhere he’s 
coached. That's fine with Steele, who goes 
back to the late 1980s with Saban. 

Familiarity with his system seems to 
have been a driving force in Saban’s con- 
struction of the defensive staff. Secondary 
coach Kirby Smart, linebacker coach 
Lance Thompson and defensive line 
coach Bo Davis have all coached with 
Saban in the past. 

“We've been running this defensive 
system since 1983,” Saban said. “We all 
think alike. So I think this is going to be 
an easier transition.” 

That’s 
among the players is lacking. 


good, because experience 


The Tide returns corners Simeon 
Castille and Eric Gray, defensive end 
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Rolando McClain, LB 

McClain, the state of Alabama's top overall prospect, is a talented 
jumbo athlete who fills a position of need for the Crimson Tide. The 
6-4, 240-pounder could grow into a defensive end, but likely will play 
s| middle linebacker during the early part of his career in Tuscaloosa. 


Keny Murphy, DT 

A tremendous athlete for a 6-5, 315-pounder, Murphy can be as good 
as he wants to be. If he comes into the program in-shape and with 
a good work ethic, it’s not out of the question for Murphy to play sig- 
nificant snaps in 2007. Grades are an issue. 


Brandon Gibson, WR 

} Gibson is a smooth athlete with good speed and hands. He has 
enough talent to step in and play early in the receiving rotation for the 
} Crimson Tide. He's also a hard enough worker to adapt to the college 
game quickly. 


ZF SIEMLOMERS OF HiPACLT 


. Hr, Wr Stars Hometown Scnoor 


CHAPMAN, Josh DT 6-2,260 S996 Hoover, AL Hoover 
Rated as the No. 12 overall prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 32 defensive tackle prospect. 


CRUMP, Patrick OG 63,280 660 — Hoover, AL Hoover 
Rated as the No. 20 offensive guard prospect in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as 
the No. 13 overall prospect in Alabama. 


DAVIS, Luther DT 6-4,254 ©O06 WestMonroe, LA West Monroe 
Rated as the No. 25 defensive tackle in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 15 
player in Louisiana. 


ELDER, Jeremy DE 63,270 0° College Park, GA No. Clayton 


Picked Alabama over Arkansas, Georgia and Memphis. 


FANUZZI, Nick QB 6-3,200 © SanAntonio,TX Churchill 
Rated the No. 18 dual-threat quarterback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 73 player in Texas. 


FARMER, Tarence $ 641,191 ooo Houston, TX St. Pius 
Rated as No. 66 safety in America by Rivals.com. 


GENTRY, NICK DT 6-1,26 ooo Prattville, AL Prattville 
Rated as the No. 14 player in the state of Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No, 29 defensive tackle in America. 


GIBSON, Branton WR 6-2,199 ©9000 Mobile, AL UMS-Wright 
Rivals 100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. 
... Rated as the No. 13 wide receiver in America. 


GOODE, Demetrius 5-11,200 ©900 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 


Rated as the No. 22 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


GRIFFIN, Jeramie FB 6-0,230 ooo Batesville, MS South Panola 
Rated as the No. 4 fullback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 9 player 
in Mississippi. 


HANKS, Darius WR 6-0,168 ©00 — Norcross, GA Norcross 


Caught 55 passes his senior season. 


1B 6-3,228 00 Atlanta, GA Marist 


Senior season had 105 tackles with nine tackles for loss and one sack. 
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CRIMSON TIDE RECRUITING 2007 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Chris Underwood, TE 

Underwood needs a year or two to } Total Stars 

fill out (he’s around 6-4, 202 at the 

moment), but the new Crimson Tide ibacuc bith eat 

Staff liked him on film, saw a lot of ath- 

letic upside and offered him a scholar- GOB (IEEDS 

ship late. Underwood has the raw skills Alabama will be in the market for several rangy safeties 

to develop into a good SEC tight end. with the loss of Jeffrey Dukes and the returners at the 
position lacking SEC-level athleticism. The Tide also will 
be in the market for sideline-to-sideline outside lineback- 
ers to complement Prince Hall and Rolando McClain. The 
defensive line also will be a big position of need. Alabama 
already leads for or has commitments from several of the 
top in-state defensive line prospects. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Pos. Hr.,Wr.  Srars Hometown Scnoot 


JACKSON, Kareem CB 5-10,185 ©o@ Oo Macon, GA Fork Union Military 
Rated as the No. 17 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


LETT, Chris CB 6-2,199 ©OO0 Pensacola,FL Pensacola 
Rivals 250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 22 player in Florida by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 13 cornerback in America. 


MAZE, Marquis ATH 5-8,160 ©©© — Birmingham, AL Tarrant 
Rated as the No. 18 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 52 athlete in 
America. 


MCCLAIN, Rolantio LB 6-4,240 o©ooo Decatur, AL Decatur 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. 
...Rated as the No. 2 inside linebacker prospect in America. 


McCULLOUGH, Alffed DT 6-3,2897 oooc Athens, AL Athens 
Rated as the No. 24 defensive tackle by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 9 player in 
Alabama. 


MURPHY, Kerry DT 65,315 ooco Hoover, AL Hoover 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 2 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 4 defensive tackle in America. 


RICKS, Michael $ 6-2,195 o©@oc Booneville, MS Northeast CC 


Rated the No. 4 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


TAYLOR, Jamar RB 5-9,204 9900 Lakeland, FL Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 25 running back in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 42 
player in Florida. 


UNDERWOOD, Chris TE 6-4,202 oo Birmingham, AL Vestavia 
Picked Alabama over Southern Mississippi and UCLA. 


VLACHOS, Williams € 6-2,287 ©°° — Birmingham, AL Mtn, Brook 
Rated as the No. 9 offensive center in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 16 
player in Alabama. 


WATKINS, Alex DE 6-5,225 ©©00 Brownsville, TN Haywood 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 3 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 5 weakside defensive end in America. 


WILLIAMS, Chavis DE 6-5, ooo Dora, AL Dora 
Rated as the No. 22 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 39 weakside 
defensive end in America. 
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(CRIMSON TIDE SPRING ROSTER | NOTEBOOK __)| 


Pos. Crass Hr. Wt Hometown x . HOMETOWN uch has been made of new coach Nick 
EARL ALEXANDER WR 6-4 —201_—«#Fr_—Phenix City E 29 TYRONEKING =—-sLCB_ 5-101 Bi 1 Saban’s relationship with the media — 
ESL ERY AUDERS | SSB SS 22) 50 Sas Sinai, TE EEE e ee wi closing practices and scrimmages to beat writ- 
JAVIER ARENAS DB 5-9 176 So Tampa, FL ;ZEKIAI 6-4 Wedow ° : . 
eo 100 _Se_Tanpa. ee tone ers, and also keeping his assistant coaches away 
___ OB 6-5 239 So __Los Alamitos, CA JONATHAN LOWE OR 5- 1 Sr Phenix City 
ALEXBENSON =—sIB@2 215 So. Th RAJIV LUNDY 6-0 195 Willingboro, SD from reporters. : 
WSTMI BRITT  —s OLD St — JUSTIN MARTIN P9203 Thomson, GA However, when he cancelled a previously 
KEITH BROWN WR 63 206 Gulfport, MS TRAVIS McCALL TE «6-2 264 Jr_—Prattville scheduled interview with a reporter from Sports 
a oe = MIKE McCO¥ 2 Rankin, MS Illustrated, Saban realized he'd gone too far, 
MATT.CADDELL WR 5-11 189 McCall S AARONMcDANIEL WR 6-0 1 it Fort Payne “ wee 
ANTOINE CALDWELL OL 64 268 Seana SRT 5 Sn ae Seu later calling the reporter and apologizing. 
TUCKER CALLAHAN LB 6-2 228 St _‘Faithope 36 Lowe wrTeHELL sa Wat Pa acace LIA ER I should've handled that situation better and 
CHRIS CAPPS OL 6-7 283 Jonesboro, GA _ 34 COURTNEY MOORE 182 So Florence I called and said so,” Saban said. “That was 
it a LS ae head 58 = _BRIAN MOTLEY 6-1 284 Fr_Autaugaville a situation where I got backed up on a lot of 
MARES CARTER _DB_6-0_200_81_fort Payne se ete a things and couldn't accommodate somebody like 
cate Re He aS eee DARREN MUSTIN é- Sr _ Brentwood, TN I'd like t 
JAMIE CHRISTENSEN K St Norcross, GA ‘OE i fo es e tO. wd ei 
AUSTIN CLIFFORD _DB Sane WR 61 192 dr Ponte Vedra Beach, FL I want to have a positive relationship wit! 
GLEN COFFEE cals rf %, Walton Beach, FL TAYLOR PHARR Fr Irondale the media where people can do what they need 
a eas 4 TYRONE PROTHRO St _ Heflin to do. But I just think everybody needs to 
MATT COLLINS. 1B §- Clay Si 5 lt o? . 
Sanaa eae za . She : aot oation respect that on both ends. The media's agenda is 
= ; - eee B® fi_Brninghas not always the same as what we're trying to do.” 
a NY v = . 
CODY DAVIS (sss Tuscaloosa 1 FORRESS RAYFORD St _ Mobile : y: : é Bae 
DREW DAVIS OL 6-6 268. E arate ‘ apes ¢ Tailback Jimmy Johns is expected to be the 
a = oe _ $2 aa a= : LAYNE RINKS . it Bradshaw heir apparent to Kenneth Darby this fall, but 
See ee ee CHRIS ROGERS 5-11 So _ Lakeland, FL Saban has made it known that the expectations 
TRENT DEAN DB i 3 Decatur = 2 > = - P 
> SCOTT DEATON rT Birmingham + BAD BSS ern extend beyond just on-field performance. 
= Aes, = % DARWIN SALAAM rR 6- 1 t Madison . . 
JAMES DENTON 3 1 Abingdon, VA a = aa Johns was suspended from a spring scrimmage 
7. eat ae 
PRESTON DIAL T x Mobil = = ic] j 
ste —- acne eSNG Sen Sigesont because of academic issues, prompting Saban to 
PATRICK 2088 : 3 aoe BRIAN SELMAN Jr Vestavia Hills say, “He's got to earn his way back. Should we 
cy ELLIS Killen ALI SHARRIEF BB So__ Stevenson reward him for missing two days? Because in my 
BRANDON FANNEY $253 So Morristown, TN Lh — erie TF opinion, he missed. Everybody knows the rules, 
7 = ANDRE SMITH 6 % Birmingham 
PJ, FITZGERALD Coral Springs, FL and he has to show us he can be depended on to 
ANDREW FRIEDMAN . Faithope 4 MIKE SPARKS Kb r Loganville, GA ; 
ee oe 2). STABLER ‘ do the things he has to do to be out here play- 
WALLACE GILBERRY : Bay Minette ALEX STADLER as Ee een 10g : 
TERRY GRANT ; , , Lumberton, MS _6 MARCEL STAMPS 1B 6-2 199 St_Brantley e Alabama receiver Tyrone Prothro had 
ERIC GRAY é- Trinity NIKITA STOVER nae Jr___ Hattealle another surgery on his left leg in the spring, this 


oad MILTON TALBERT L D 3 Fr Hattiesburg, MS * : . 
HAMPTON GRAY Tuscaloosa - — time to remove scar tissue that doctors hope will 


Sad tat Pe Rime saint FBT 5S aT Sot ioampenesy improve Prothro’s range of motion. 

DJ. HALL 3186 Si Ft Walton Beach, FL LEIGH TIFFIN a So Muscle Shoals Prothro sustained the injury Oct. 1, 2005. 
PRINCE HALL Moreno Valley, CA ROY UPCHURCH 6-0 191 _So__ Tallahassee, FL It was a grisly compound fracture in his left leg 
PATRICK HANRAHAN 6-0 245 Springville Neh ee ee in the fourth quarter of a 31-3 victory over 


HARLIE ML inghan JACOB VANE 6- 235 «Fr Oak Ridge, TN A . * 
GOST HRB Soar Se eT Florida. He has since had four operations to try 
ADAM HILL P Douglasville, GA _62 LANCE VICKERS rh 250 Fr Athens 


CHARLES HOKE TE Birmingham 44 DEMARCUS WALDROP 11 200 Sr Pinson to correct the injury. 

BARON HUBER BG Knoxville, TN NICK WALKER "6 Jr Brundidge The senior missed all of last season, and if 
KAREEM JACKSON DB 5-1 Fr__ Fork Union, VA BYRON WALTON 6-3 306 Jr__‘Trinity he’s unable to play in 2007, could appeal to the 
JIMMY JOHNS RB Y Brookhaven, MS LORENZO WASHINGTON 6. Logansville NCAA for a medical redshirt and be granted 


MARQUIS JOHNSON DB Sarasota, FL REYN WILLIS 6-4 0 «Raleigh another year of eligibilit 
8 MIKE JOHNSON OL Pensacola, FL JOHN PARKER WILSON y g y. 


RASHAD JOHNSON DB \ 6 Sulligent DANIEL WOOD : 47 McCalla 
4 JAKE JONES WR x Birmingham JUSTIN WOODALL 6-1 13 Oxford, MS 


STABLER GRAY z Tuscon JAMAR TAYLOR 10200 Fr_Lakeland, FL 


(6-7, 2-6) 
Ww ON 
L 


at Arkansas OT 23-24 =) 


Cmp Int Pct Yds TD Long 
216 10 57.0 2707 17 7 


L at Florida 13-28 


OLE MISS OT 26-23 | 
L at Tennessee 13-16 
W FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 38-3] 
L MISSISSIPPI STATE 16-24 ) 
AUBURN r4 
Independence Bowl 


2 
vs. Oklahoma State 34 ; 


J. Johns 
T. Castille 


| RECEIVING Name 


J 


Results 


Tackles: J. Duk 
Interception 

Sacks: L 

Tackles for loss: P. Hall 10 
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ANDRE SMITH 


Wallace Gilberry, and linebackers Prince 
Hall, DeMarcus Waldrop and Matt 
Collins. 

Because of a lack of depth on the front, 
this defense will slide from a 4-3 to a 3-4, 
with the outside linebackers sometimes 
dropping into a three-point stance to 
become a rush end. 

One discovery was freshman noseguard 
Brian Motley, who worked at center last 
year and was asked to switch the day 
before spring practice began. He could be 
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the missing piece to allow the defense 
enough linemen to run a true 4-3 package. 

“We've got a couple of guys who aren't 
really defensive linemen, like Zeke 
Knight,” Saban said. “He and (Keith) 
Saunders are really outside linebacker 
body-types, so we're going to keep them 
from getting beat up by not making them 
play over the tackle all the time.” 

Saban’s teams have played a lot of nick- 
el (five-man) secondary in the past, with 
more zone coverage than man-to-man, 
with an aggressive front that pursues the 
quarterback. 

There will be more responsibility for 
Hall, who will call the defense based on 
what he sees from the offense rather than 
getting his signals from the sideline, as 
the defense did under former coordinator 
Joe Kines. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicking is one area that won't change 


much. 
Kicker Jamie Christensen — _ nick- 
named “Money” — returns for his senior 


season. After missing the early part of last 
season due to an injury, Christensen 
came back to make 13 of 17 field goal 
attempts, almost matching his previous 
year’s numbers (16 of 25). 

While only five of 12 in his career have 
been from beyond 40 yards, Christensen 
earned his nickname by making three 
game-winning kicks as a sophomore. 

Punter PJ. Fitzgerald averaged 38.2 
yards as a freshman last year, with 19 punts 
downed inside the opponents’ 20-yard line. 


BEST (= 
ie BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


CB Simeon Castille a 
Named to Lott Trophy | 
Watch List as one of 42 can- 
_ didates for college football 
Defensive Player of the 
Year. ... Is one of the 
nation’s best corners, hay- 
ing led the team last year 
-with six interceptions 
(third best in SEC), three 
fumble recoveries (third in 
SEC). ... Had two two-inter- 
ception games (Vanderbilt, Tennessee), retum- 
ing one 60 yards for a touchdown against the 
"Vols. ... Brother, Tim, played running back for 
_ the Tide the past four years. ... Father Jeremiah, 
is former Bama’ standout and NFL star at corner. 


DI Brian Motley 
A center on the previous 
_ staff's depth chart, Motley 
moved to defensive tackle 
before spring practice and 
did nothing but convince 
his coaches and teammates 
he was there to stay, He 
was a defensive lineman in 
high school who'd never 
_ played center until college. 
.». I feel a little more com- 
fortable on defense. I didn’t have a problem on 
the offensive line. I surprised myself (this 
spring). The coaches told me I did a great job.” 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Luther Davis 

Has best chance of incom- 
ing freshmen to impact one | 
of the weakest areas on the | 
team — the defensive line. | 

. Was one of the top } 
recruits from Louisiana. ... | 
Had 13 sacks and six 
blocked kicks as a senior in 
high school. ... Was rated 
the nation’s No. 25 prospect 
at defensive tackle by 
Rivals.com. 
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Player Profile 


SIMEON CASTILLE 


Saban Inherits a 
Senior Playmaker 
at Cornerback 


There is so much to learn at 
Alabama this year, and for Simeon 
Castille there is so little time. 

“This is my last year,” said the cor- 
nerback, an All-SEC selection as a 
junior. “I want to make it my best, to 
improve my game over last year and 
reach my goal of playing at the next 
level.” 

New head coach Nick Saban seems 
a perfect choice to help Castille reach 
that goal. Saban’s specialty is the 


secondary, and he spent a lot of time 
in the spring working directly with the 
cornerbacks. 

While Saban may have taught 
Castille new terminology, new tech- 
niques, even new fundamentals, there 
is one part of Castille’s game that 
Saban won't mess with: his ability to 
create turnovers. 

The first time Castille touched the 
ball in college — against Utah State in 
2004 — he returned an interception 31 
yards for a touchdown. 

Last year Castille led Alabama with 
six interceptions and three fumble 
recoveries. 

Castille, the younger brother of for- 
mer Tide running back Tim Castille and 
the son of former NFL and Alabama 
defensive back Jeremiah Castille, has 
10 career interceptions, three fumble 
recoveries, three fumbles caused and 
21 passes broken up. 

Last year he also improved as a tack- 
ler, finishing fourth on the team with 
71 stops — 4.5 behind the line of 
scrimmage with one sack. 

There is no question Castille can 
make big plays. Last year he learned 
how to play consistently. 

This year he has to learn to play 
Saban’s way. 

“Everything is so different,” said 
Castille, 6-1 and 189 pounds. 

“The past three years, everything 
I've learned I have to forget and pick 
up new stuff. I’m trying to get past the 
stage of thinking about what I have to 
do on each call and get out there and 
just do it, play more natural. 

“But I like it. Coach Saban is more 
intense. I believe he’s going to make us 
better. I like that he knows a lot about 
defensive backs, since that’s my posi- 
tion. I'm trying to take in everything 
he says and everything he coaches. At 
the college level and the pros, he defi- 
nitely knows what he’s talking about.” 

All Saban wants to do is make sure 
Castille knows how to get in position 
to make plays. 

He already knows Castille will take 
advantage of every opportunity. 


The most promising kick returner last 
year was defensive back Javier Arenas, 
a freshman All-SEC performer with a 19.2 
yards per return average on kickoffs and 
9.2 yards per return on punts. He could be 
challenged by incoming freshman Marquis 
Maze from Tarrant, Ala., who is from the 


mold of former Tide great David Palmer. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Tide fans will get a chance to see their 
team up close in some of the biggest 
games of the season; Arkansas, Georgia, 
Tennessee and LSU visit Tuscaloosa’s 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

A big game on the schedule is Sept. 29 
against Florida State in Jacksonville. FSU 
head 


Birmingham, Ala., native who was 


coach Bobby Bowden is a 


turned down for the Tide head coaching 
job in 1987, a slight many Alabama fans 
still can’t believe. 

As always, everything in the state of 
Alabama hinges on the Iron Bowl. 
Alabama has lost five in a row to cross-state 
rival Auburn, and this game will be played 


in the Tigers’ Jordan-Hare Stadium. 


— Ray Melick 
SCHEDULE 
' Sept. 1 WESTERN CAROLINA 
Sept. 8 at Vanderbilt 
“Sept. 15 ARKANSAS 
“Sept.22 | —»« GEORGIA 


DT Re eS REE EST 
Sept. 29 vs. FSU (Jacksonville) 


Po FREER 
Oct. 6 HOUSTON 


(E=L ee ae ~eee ReD Ghai, ON 
Oct. 13 at Ole Miss 


PO Cy Ra ane 
Oct. 20 TENNESSEE 


Nov. 3 LsuU 


Nov.10 at Mississippi State 
E> __ atitae aan akaAieen 
Nov. 17 LOUISIANA-MONROE 


es SiS ae 
Nov. 24 at Auburn 
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at Arkansas 1:00 pm 
Sept. 8 at Florida 0:00 pm 
Sept. [4 (Fri.) Oklahoma St. 6:30 pm 
Sept. 22 at UL-Latayette 3:00 pm 
Sept. 29 UL-Monroe 6:00 pm 
Oct. 6 at FIU 2:00 pm 
Oct. 20 North Texas (HE) = 2:30 pm 
Oct. 27 at Arkansas St. 6:00 pm 
Nov. 3 at Georgia 00 pm AY 
Nov. (0 at Western Kentucky —{:00 pm 
Nov. 20 (Tue.) MTSU 6:30 pm 
Dec. | FAU (:00 pm 


For tickets call 1-877-878-WINS or log on to www.troytrojans.com 


ARKANSAS 


_ RB Darren McFadden, RB Felix Jones, 
"WR Marcus Monk, C Jonathan Luigs, 
4 0G Robert Felton, ie iipkes Hi } 


t No college backfield duo runs it t better 
’ than Heisman runner-up Darren: speezaea 
"and All-American Felix Jones, and 1 no 
offense starts from the snap any | better 
than Arkansas with Jonathan Luigs, the — 
AUL-SEC center and a guess Award: | 
candidate. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS a 


early to the NEL, ani then suffered spring 
injuries to boot. Passing game is ‘suspect. 
A iS Pacers must come ‘through. 


or Tony Ugoh, 0G Seadaen Parker, 
CB Chris Houston, DE Jamaal Anderson, iy 
t Dr Keith Jackson OLB {Sent Olajubata 


This team has holes to fill, ree 
on defense. It’s scary having only sea- 
soned quarterback Casey Dick — and he “: 
faltered late last season. Nonetheless, ie 
with Darren McFadden leading a talented — 
offense, coordinator Reggie Herring 
inspiring the defense and Nutt’s knack — 
to motivate, the potential is there for ty 
another 10-win season, Phy 


108 Linoy's SPoRTS ANNUALS 


With McFadden, All Things Seem Possible For Hogs 


are win the SEC Championship and 
a BCS bowl, the Razorbacks must 
improve their passing game. 

But just to win, the run remains No. 1. 

That’s the way it’s always been for 
Arkansas in the Houston Nutt era begin- 
ning in 1998. 

It certainly isn’t going to change now, 
says new offensive coordinator and old 
quarterbacks coach David Lee. 

Before becoming the head coach at 
Texas-El Paso, Lee was Arkansas’ quarter- 
backs coach from 1984-88 when former 
Arkansas coach Ken Hatfield operated 
the wishbone. 

And before joining now former Dallas 
Cowboys coach Bill Parcells’ staff from 
2003-06, Lee spent 2001 and 2002 with 
Nutt at Arkansas coaching all-time SEC 
leading rushing quarterback Matt Jones. 

Hatfield’s wishbone and any Matt Jones 
quarterbacked offense obviously were run- 
predicated. But none more obvious than 
now with junior running backs Darren 
McFadden and Felix Jones respectively net- 
ting 1,647 and 1,168 yards last season. 

So while some fans still yap about 
throwing more, Lee reassured a group 
knowing better — the annual spring let- 
termen gathering of those who actually 
played for the Razorbacks — that he 
knows who butters this team’s bread. 

“We still are going to run the football,” 
Lee told the grads. “You know that. With 
those two running backs back there, you 
guys would run me out from Game One 
if they didn’t get the football.” 

Still, 


Hatfield and Nutt teams he assisted in 


Lee lamented that while the 


the past all won, they would have won 
even more, especially more big games, if 
they could better pass when everyone 
knew they had to pass. 

That’s his principle challenge, Lee said, 
of his third Arkansas go-round that is his 
first as the Razorbacks’ play-calling, 
offensive coordinator. 

Lee said he brings new passing game 
ideas he learned in the NFL to a staff and 
team that, in the spring, proved them- 
selves hungry to learn and adapt. 

While the offensive focus rivets on 
McFadden and Jones and who and what 
can complement them, fiery third-year 
defensive coordinator Reggie Herring 
faces the truly burning task. 

All-SEC defensive end Jamaal Mitchell 
and All-SEC cornerback Chris Houston 
both turned pro a year early. Two starting 
linebackers, a starting tackle, a starting 
corner and a starting safety graduated. 
A starting safety and starting tackle are in 
various stages of rehab from torn ACLs. 

Herring and Nutt liked what they saw 
for replacements in the spring — until 
injuries seemed to drop them like dominos. 

“We've got a chance,” Nutt said, “if we 
get our people back on the field.” 


OFFENSE 

Darren McFadden and Felix Jones 
didn’t rush for all those Arkansas yards by 
themselves. 

Tackles Tony Ugoh and Zac Tubbs, 
guard Stephen Parker, tight end Wes 
Murphy and top backup guard/center 
Jeremy Harrell created a lot holes. 

Now their graduation creates holes, 
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leaving Jonathan Luigs and Robert Felton 
the only returning starting linemen, but 
“only” doesn’t sound so bad. 

Luigs, a junior center, was All-SEC last 
year. 

Felton is a three-year starting guard 
who can also play tackle and center. 

Sophomore Jose Valdez played left 
tackle the whole second half in the 
Capital One Bowl because Ugoh was 
injured. Senior right tackle Nate Garner 
and tight end Andrew Davie are proven 
understudies ready to start. Starting left 
guard Mitch Petrus returned to the line 
after playing a lot of fullback last year. 

“We feel good about the first group,” 
Nutt said, “but depth — we need some 
young people like (redshirt freshmen) 
Ray Dominguez and Michael Aguirre to 
step up. (True freshman) Kareem Crowell 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 228.5 ypg rushing (1st in SEC/4th NCAA), 149.5 yng passing (11th/108th), 378.0 total offense (4th/28th), 28.9 ppg (3rd/31st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
B Casey Dick* Jr. 


i=) 


Razorbacks definitely need him to stay healthy. 


BAECKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Nathan Emert, So. 


RB Darren McFadden* Jr. 


Best running-back combination in the country. 


Felix Jones, Jr. 


FB Peyton Hillis Sr. 


Does so much in this offense; 19 catches last year. 


Farod Jackson, Sr. 


WR Marcus Monk* Sr. 


Old reliable hauled in 11 TD receptions in ‘06. 


London Crawford, So. 


WR Robert Johnson Sr. 


Former starting quarterback has found a home. 


Reggie Fish, Jr. 


TE Andrew Davie So. 


Davie blocks ... Cleveland catches. 


Ben Cleveland, So. 


LT Jose Valdez Ur. 


Auditioned for this job at last season's bow! game. 


Ray Dominguez, Fr. 


LG Mitch Petrus Jr. 


Put on needed pounds after move back from FB. 


Michael Aguirre, So. 


C = Jonathan Luigs* == di. 


Among nation’s best; was All-SEC as a sophomore. 


Joey Crossland, So. 


RG Robert Felton* Sr. 


Arkansas’s most versatile lineman. 


DeMarcus Love, Fr. 


RT Nate Garner Sr. 


*Returning starter 


Has waited his turn and is ready to go. 


Cody Green, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 114.6 ypg rushing (4th in SEC/38rd NCAA), 185.1 ypg passing defense (7th/36th), 299.6 total defense (4th/28th), 18.3 ppg (Sth/24th) 


POS STARTER YR 
DE Malcolm Sheppard So. 


COMMENT 


Was the team's best defender in spring. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Adrian Davis, So, 


DT Ernest Mitchell* Uf. 


Strong and steady; eight TFLs last season. 


Cord Gray, Jr. 


DT Marcus Harrison Sr. 


Torn ACL in spring puts his season at risk. 


Fred Bledsoe, Sr. 


DE  Antwain Robinson* Jr. 


Big talent in discipline doghouse (shoplifting arrest). 


Chris Wade, Sr. 


LB Freddie Fairchild + So. 


Looks to be recovered from torn ACL. 


Chip Gregory, Fr. 


LB Weston Dacus* Sr. 


Had 73 tackles — eight for loss — last season. 


Wendel Davis, So. 


fo 


B Ryan Powers Fr, 


Rookie is raw, but talented. 


Desmond Williams, Jr. 


CB Jerrell Norton So. 


Has a great upside, but has been up and down so far. 


Jamar Love, Jr. 


CB Matterral Richardson Jr. 


Plenty of experience; broke up 12 passes last year. 


Shedrick Johnson, Jr. 


SS Matt Hewitt Sr. 


Home again after being emergency OLB. 


Matt Harris, So. 


FS Michael Grant* Sr. 
“Returning starter 


will get a real look.” 

Senior walk-on Nathan Emert’s start- 
ing past at Missouri Southern, and his 
Razorback redshirt time last fall, was evi- 
dent in the spring, which he spent as an 
understudy to the lone proven quarter- 
back Casey Dick. 

“Pm glad we got him,” Nutt said. 
“Our receivers and quarterbacks got so 
much better fundamentally.” 

Nutt sees main receiver Marcus Monk 
getting a lot more help from receivers 
Robert Johnson, Rod Coleman, London 
Crawford, Ben Cleveland and Reggie 
Fish, than he did last year. 

With McFadden and Jones kept under 
wraps, running back Michael Smith was “our 
offensive MVP” of the spring, Nutt said. 

However for McFadden, Jones and 
Smith, nothing seems more valuable than 


Exceptionally recovered from torn ACL. 


Kevin Woods, Sr. 


the spring’s healthy return of hard-block- 
ing fullback/H-back/receiver Peyton 
Hillis. 

Complications from a deep thigh 
bruise ended Hillis’ 2006 season with 
four games to play. Not so coincidentally, 
Arkansas went 1-3 those four games. 

“We missed him a whole lot,” 
McFadden said. “He's a big part of the 
offense.” 


DEFENSE 


Reggie Herring closed spring practice 
with a virtual “pay no attention to that 
man behind the curtain” or, at least, the 
defense behind the man. 

Injures altered the defense that much. 

“We're wasting our time talking about 
today’s scrimmage,” Herring said after the 
Red-White game closed spring’s curtain. 
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David Williams, TE 

Williams was said to have the best hands in the Natural State during 
his senior season. While at 6-2, 240, he’s not the biggest prospect at 
his position. His ability to snatch the ball out of the air should mean 
that he sees early playing time, despite the presence of talented soph- 
omore Ben Cleveland. 


Jermaine Love, LB 

Love has a reputation for big hits and his athletic ability and fearless 
persona are a great fit for coach Reggie Herring's defense. It would 
Not be a surprise at all to see Love on the field as a true freshman bar- 
ring anything unforeseen. 


Grant Freeman, TE/OL 

Freeman is a tall, athletic prospect with good feet and long arms. He 
potentially will be an offensive tackle long-term, so a redshirt isn't out 
of the question and may even be likely, but it wouldn't be a shock to 
see the highly-regarded prospect used in certain situations as a true 
freshman. 


TF SIEMLOMERS OF MIPFILT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomeTown Scxoot 


AMRBOSE, Damario DE 6-4,240 oo0 Mobile, AL Davidson 
Rated as the No. 35 strongside defensive end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 19 player in Alabama. 


BARNETT, Brandon RB 5-9,205 ooo El Dorado, KS Butler County 


Rated as the No. 82 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


BEQUETTE, Jake DE 6-5,255 ooo Little Rock,AR Catholic 
Rated as the No. 15 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 56 strong- 
side defensive end in America. 


BURTON, Freddy 1B 6-2,185 ooo Morrilton, AR Morrilton 
Rated as the No. 48 outside linebacker in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 16 player in Arkansas. 


CAMPBELL, Adrian DT 66,255 ooo Richardson, TX 


Rated as the No, 59 defensive tackle in America by Rivals.com. 


CHAISSON, Joe QB 6-2,167 ooo — Beaumont,TX  Westhrook 


Rated as the No. 24 dual-threat quarterback in America by Rivals.com. 


COOK, Grant OT 66,305 ooo Joneshoro, AR — Joneshoro 
Rated as the No. 7 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 42 offensive 
tackle in America. 


Berkner 


CROWELL, Kareem 


DT 6-4,290 oooo Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 


Rated as the No. 16 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


DIAL, Tim LB 63,210 99 
Rated as the No. 22 player in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. 


DICK, Nathan QB 64,200 ooo Allen, TX Allen 
Rated as the No. 33 pro-style quarterback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 100 player in Texas. 


Jenks, 0K Jenks 


FRANKLIN, Jerry $ 62,210 000 Marion, AR Marion 
Rated as the No. 8 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 38 safety 
in America. 


FRANKLIN, Juwan RB O6-0,185 Ooo Dunnellon, FL Dunnellon 
Rated as the No. 11 all-purpose back in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 46 
player in Florida. 


FREEMAN, Grant TE 6-7,243 ©GO6 Paris, AR Paris 
Rated as the No. 5 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 14 tight end 
in America. 


i Committments 

i Average Stars 

3 60066 
Ww 

NS 

Juwan Franklin, RB 


The Razorbacks found the speedy 
Franklin at Dunnellon (Fla.) High. 
Houston Nutt and staff may have got 
themselves a steal as he has the ability 
to develop into a fine running back at 
the college level. If not, he has the ath- 
leticism and versatility to be an impact 
player elsewhere. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 30 


2GOS8 (7ELDS 


The Razorbacks didn't sign as many comerbacks as they 
needed in the Class of 2007 and they only have a few reli- 
able ones on campus now. Arkansas also will try to 
restock at running back and will probably try to sign three. 
The Natural State is loaded at wide receiver for the Class 
of '08 and the Razorbacks only signed one at that position 
last year. Offensive line and quarterback also could be pri- 
orities. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars 
GATSON, Greg CB 45-11, 160 o© 


Razorbacks picked up a sleeper late. 


GRAYSON, Wade 0G 6-3,2609 9°00 
Rated as the No. 17 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... 
guard in the nation. 


HARRIS, Bret S$ 5-11,19§ ooo 


Rated as the No. 43 safety in America by Rivals.com. .. 
in Texas. 


HARRIS, Michael RB 5-9,199 @oo _ Tulsa, OK Booker, Washington 
Rated as the No. 9 player in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 42 running 
back in America. 


JONES, Patrick DT 6-0,298 oo Lovejoy, GA 


Chose Arkansas over Kentucky, Mississippi State, Troy and Western Michigan. 


LAMPKIN, Brandon TE 65,250 ooo — Tucker, GA Tucker 
Rated as the No, 53 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 38 player 
in Georgia. ‘ 


LeANDRE, Walner $ 61,215 ooo Brenham, TX 


Rated the No. 86 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


LOVE, Jermaine LB 5-11,220 0900 Garland, TX N. Garland 
Rated as the No. 19 outside linebacker in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 34 player in Texas. 


MADISON, Isaac CB O5-10, 180 oo 
Chose Arkansas over Oklahoma State. 


OXNER, Seth C 6-4,285 ooo  Monticello,AR Monticello 
Rated as the No. 4 offensive center in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 6 player in Arkansas. 


RICHARDSON, Rhett = C€ 6-2,215 O° 


Another sleeper pickup late for the Razorbacks. 


TEJADA, Alex K 6-1,199 oo 
Rated as the No. 20 kicker in America by Rivals.com. 


TUCK, Crosby WR 6-1,18 ooo  — Springdale,AR Springdale 
Rated as the No. 9 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 60 wide 
receiver in the nation. 


Homerown Scnoor 
Germantown, TN Germantown 


Harrison, AR Harrison 
Rated as the No. 48 offensive 


Irving, TX MacArthur 
. Rated as the No. 72 player 


Lovejoy 


Blinn 6.0. 


Dallas, TX 


Carter 


Rockwall, TX Rockwall 


Springdale, AR Springdale 


TE 6-2,240 ©O00 Little Rock, AR C.A. Christian 
Rated as the No. 4 player in Arkansas by Rivals. com. ... Rated as the No. 9 tight end 
in America. 
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Individual Stats }} 


MICHAEL AGUIRRE OT 
CHARLES ALEXANDER DT 
STEPHEN ARNOLD K 
CHRIS BAKER SE 
EVAN BETTIS cB 
FRED BLEDSOE DT 
MARK BONNER MLB 
RAMON BROADWAY CB 
BEN CLEVELAND FL 
ROD COLEMAN FL 
LONDON CRAWFORD FL 
JOEY CROSSLAND —C\0G 
WESTON DACUS MLB 
ANDREW DAVIE TE 
ADRIAN DAVIS SLB 
JEREMY DAVIS P/K 
WENDEL DAVIS WLB 
CASEY DICK 

RAY DOMINGUEZ 

NATHAN DUREN 

NATHAN EMERT 

FREDDIE FAIRCHILD 
ROBERT FELTON 

REGGIE FISH 

ELSTON FORTE 

ALLEN GARDNER 


» Wt. Crass Hometown 


6-6 


18 ROBERT JOHNSON 
SHEDRICK JOHNSON 
FELIX JONES 
DEMARCUS LOVE 
JAMAR LOVE 
JONATHAN LUIGS 
DARREN MCFADDEN 
LUCAS MILLER 
ERNEST MITCHELL 
MIKE MOFFITT 
MARCUS MONK 
WILL MOORE 
ANDREW NORMAN 
JERELL NORTON 
SEAN PENIX 

MITCH PETRUS 
RYAN POWERS 
CHASE PRESSLEY 0G 
JOHN AARON REES = FL 
TOMMY REHG WLB 
BARRETT REYNOLDS SNP 
MATTERRAL RICHARDSON CB 
JONATHAN RIDDELL 
ANTWAIN ROBINSON 
CARLTON SALTERS 
DONNELL SANDERS 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Little Rock 17 
McKinney, TX 25 
Osceola 

Little Rock 

Little Rock 

Fayetteville 

Shreveport, LA 
Springdale 

Camden 

Mobile, AL 

Russellville 

Searcy 

Little Rock 

Rosenberg, TX 

Fort Smith 

Sweeny, TX 

Allen, TX 

Bainbridge, GA 

Sherwood 

Springdale 

Little Rock 

Houston, TX 

Mesquite, TX 

Little Rock 

Dallas, TX 


NATE GARNER 


6-6 


Roland MARCUS SHAVERS 


BLANE GIBSON 

MICHAEL GRANT 

CORD GRAY DT 
CODY GREEN 

CHIP GREGORY 
JOEL HALL 
JEREMY HARRELL 
MATT HARRIS 
MARCUS HARRISON 
JIM HART 

JOSEPH HENRY 
MATT HEWITT 
PEYTON HILLIS 


SLB 
P/K 


6-2 
5-11 
6-2 


0G\OT 6-6 


6-4 


5-10 155 


6-2 
6-2 
6-3 
6-6 
6-4 
6-3 
6-2 


Quitman, TX 
Stone Mtn., GA 


MALCOLM SHEPPARD 
HEZEKIAH SMITH 
MICHAEL SMITH 
MITCHELL SMITH 
VAN STUMON 
MASON TEMPLETON 
LANCE THOMPSON 
COLIN TUCKER 

JOSE VALDEZ 

BRIAN VAVRA 

CHRIS WADE 
MARQUES WADE 
DALLAS WASHINGTON 


Wynne 
Oneonta, AL 
Allen, TX 
Shreveport, LA 
Texarkana 
Richardson, TX 
Little Rock 
Pocahontas 


Conway 


Englewood, NJ 


Conway 


NATHAN HUFFER 

CLARK IRWIN 

FAROD JACKSON 

GLEN JASPER WLB 
RASHAAD JOHNSON FL 


5-11 
6-0 
6-0 
6-0 
6-1 


JOHN WEST 
TORIAN WILKINS TB 
DESMOND WILLIAMS WLB 
KANE WOMMACK FB 
KEVIN WOODS 


Bentonville 
Little Rock 
Little Rock 
Millington, TN 
Waco, TX 


Gain Loss 
1714 67 


M. Smith 


Name 

M. Monk 
D. Williams 
P. Hillis 


Tackles: ¢ 
Interceptions 
Sacks: J. A 
Tackles for loss: J 
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Waco, TX 
Sweeny, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Lancaster, TX 
North Little Rock 
Little Rock 
Little Rock 
Huntington 
Newnan, GA 
Gilbert, AZ 
Lepanto 
Searcy 
Springdale 
Cedar Hill, TX 


WLB 6 


5-11 
6-3 
6-7 
6-4 
6-4 
6-6 
5-11 
6-6 
6-4 
6-0 
6-2 


Fort Smith 
Carlisle 

Athens, AL 
Fort Smith 
Little Rock 
Plano, TX 
Plano, TX 
Marlin, TX 
Russellville 
Little Rock 
Tallahassee, FL 
College Park, GA 
Lucas TX 
Bainbridge, GA 
Little Rock 
Tallahassee, FL 
Bentonville 
North Little Rock 
Burnet, TX 
Searcy 
Richardson, TX 
St. Francis, WI 
Bentonville 
Broken Arrow 
Ellenwood, GA 
Douglasville, TX 
Milwaukee, WI 


5-9 
6-2 
6-0 


FS 5-10 194 


Katy, TX 
Euless, TX 
Columbia, SC 
Memphis, TN 


Results 


NOTEBOOK 


hese Razorbacks can’t wait to get on the field 

to stop off-the-field attention that is 
variously described as a soap opera or a circus. 

Start with the uproar over the comings and 
eventual permanent goings of Gus Malzahn, last 
year's offense coordinator and former high 
school coach at Springdale, just north of the 
University of Arkansas’ campus in Fayetteville. 

Add in the transfers of quarterback Mitch 
Mustain and receiver Damian Williams, both 
2006 prep All-Americans who followed Malzahn 
from Springdale to the UA but lasted only that 
one season. 

Throw in an offensive e-mail sent to Mustain 
by a friend of coach Houston Nutt and running 
backs coach Danny Nutt (Nutt later sent the 
friend a letter of reprimand), and the phase-out 
of athletics director Frank Broyles to retire 
Dec. 31 after 50 years. 

Cap it with Houston Nutt, after a fan request- 
ed his cell phone records through the Freedom of 
Information Act, writing the media an open let- 
ter for publication denying Internet gossip that 
implied an improper relationship with a TV 
anchorwoman. 

So you can see why Arkansas’ SEC West title, 
and its first 10-win season since 1989, and all 
the achievements of Darren McFadden — 
Arkansas’ first-ever Doak Walker Award winner 
and Heisman Trophy runner-up — seemed more 
forgotten than the Hula Hoop. 

But “seems” and “is” don’t always jive. Season 
ticket sales were up 13 percent in April from the 
same period a year ago, despite a home schedule 
not nearly so abundantly attractive as 2006 
when Southern California, Alabama, Ole Miss, 
Tennessee and LSU all visited Arkansas. 

¢ Enthusiasm would really soar if quarterback 
Casey Dick, first hot then stone cold after 
relieving Mustain at midseason last year, sizzles 
as a passer. 

That would suit new offensive coordinator 
David Lee, of course, but making Dick the focal 
point of the offense isn’t exactly his top 
priority. 

“We don’t need a guy to be Heisman Trophy at 
quarterback,” Lee said. “We need a bus driver, 
just a guy to keep it in the street and not let us 
get off the road” 


(10-4, 7-1) 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 14-50 
at Vanderbilt 21-19 
ALABAMA OT 24-23 
at Auburn 27-10 
W SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 63-7 


Ww OLE MISS 3 


W vs Louisiana-Monroe ttitte Rock) 44-10 
Ww at South Carolina 26-20 


Ww TENNESSEE 31-14 


28-14 


Capital One Bowl 
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CASEY DICK 


“Come back in the fall when we're all 
healthy.” 

Among the injured not scrimmaging were 
defensive end Antwain Robinson, defensive 
tackles Marcus Harrison, Fred Bledsoe and 
Marcus Shavers, middle linebacker Weston 
Dacus, outside linebacker Freddie Fairchild 
and free safety Michael Grant. 

All but Harrison should be ready come 
August. Harrison tore his ACL in the spring. 
He's iffy for 2007, especially since missing 
time last season with knee problems. 


Fortunately, Ernest Mitchell came into 


his own last fall replacing Harrison. He 
provides one solid starting tackle even 
with Keith Jackson Jr. graduated. 

Bledsoe, a senior with a five-star prep 
past but never in orbit as a collegian, lived 
up to his promise in the spring until 
injured. 

Sophomore defensive end Malcolm 
Sheppard was Herring's spring MVP. All- 
SEC end Jamaal Anderson turned pro. 

Though 


Fairchild and especially Grant did every- 


not enduring contact, 
thing else for Herring to clear them to 
start, despite both suffering torn ACL 
injuries last fall. 

“We're not only counting on Grant as 
a starter next fall,” Herring said, “we're 
expecting him to really play well.” 

Dacus is a solid senior at middle line- 
backer. Ryan Powers heads a promising con- 
tingent of sophomores and redshirt freshmen 
at the other outside linebacker position. 

Matt Hewitt returns from linebacker 
to his more natural strong safety. 

Corners are key with Chris Houston 
turning pro early and fellow starter 
Darius Vinnett graduated. 

Sophomore Jerrell Norton, moved 
from safety to corner, showed the most 
promise, but must be more consistent, 


Herring and Nutt assert. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Last season Arkansas’ special teams 
starred early and floundered late. 

The end sufficed for many to forget how 
special it was when now graduated punter 
Jacob Skinner pinned the opposition deep, 
and Felix Jones and Darren McFadden 
reaped many happy kick returns. 


Arkansas’ Winning Trend 1997-20065 


[BEST — 
m BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Darren McFadden 
Nobody in college football | 
can beat you in so many | 
| Ways as a runner, passer, J 
| receiver, kick returner, 
blocker and also a tackler | 


should anyone try to return | 
a turnover anywhere near | 
his vicinity. Coach Houston | 
| Nutt says McFadden could 
f have been-an All-American ? 
safety. ... McFadden is the 


2007 Heisman favorite after being the 2006 
Heisman runner-up. ... Rushed for 1,647 yards 
and 14 touchdowns on 284 carries last season. 


EMERGING STAR 


i DE Malcolm Sheppard 

Just like Jamaal 
Anderson, the NFL draft 
choice he replaces, Malcolm 
Sheppard is a two-star 
recruit. showing five-star 
results. Sheppard was light- 
ly recruited in 2006 from 
Bainbridge, Ga. ... Instead 
of being a redshirting proj- 
ect, Sheppard contributed 
12 tackles with eight OB 
hurries as a top reserve last fall. ... This spring, 
he wowed defensive coordinator Reggie Herring 
with multiple sacks every scrimmage. “He's 
a coach's dream,” Herring said. 


——— 


TOP NELUCOMER 


PK Alex Tejada 
If he’s not Arkansas’ top 
newcomer, the true fresh- 
man from Springdale, Ark., 
| had better be close. 
Otherwise the kicking game 
| will feature Jeremy Davis, 
last year's inconsistent 
placekicker, doubling as the 
punter as he replaces grad- 
uated Jacob Skinner. ... 
Tejada kicked a state record 
174 of 184 career PATs in high school, had a 
Springdale record 55-yard field goal and boomed 
80 percent of his kickoffs out of the end zone. 
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Player Profile 


MARCUS MONK 


He Doesn’t Mind 


Playing in Traffic 


Between two defenders seemingly 
super-glued to his 6-6 frame, Marcus 
Monk timed his jump perfectly and 
whisked from their waiting grasp the 
pass thrown by Arkansas backup 
quarterback Nathan Emert. 

Onlookers at that spring practice 
marveled. 

Arkansas coach Houston Nutt just 
shrugged. 

“Marcus Monk makes a play like 
that every day,” Nutt said. 

“He's a great coverage catcher. You 
can cover Marcus so well, but he still 
comes down with the catch. He 
catches it over his shoulder ... behind 
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the back ... he has great hand-eye coor- 
dination. That’s what he does so well.” 

No Hog seems to catch it better in 
a crowd or seems more crowded for 
a catch. As the No. 1 target on a team 
that doesn’t throw much, Monk on 
third-and-long attracts defensive backs 
like picnics attract ants. 

Yet for three years he’s pulled down 
37 catches for 569 yards and six touch- 
downs ... and then 35 catches for 476 
yards and eight touchdowns ... and 
then 50 catches for 962 and 11 TDs. 

Nice laurels for the tall senior from 
little Lepanto, Ark. 

Yet instead of joining the crowd 
applauding Monk's catches, Alex Wood 
pushes Monk for more. 

Wood, a former NFL offensive coordi- 
nator with the Arizona Cardinals, is in 
his second year at Arkansas but his 
first coaching the team’s wideouts. 

“I've always been good at catching 
in a crowd,” Monk said, “but Coach 
Wood wants me working on concentra- 
tion and I've gotten better. He says, 
‘Take a picture’ That’s been my mental 
focus, that no matter how many people 
are around you, focus on the ball.” 

The other receivers are more on the 
ball, too, Monk asserts, noting the NFL 
experience and expectations of Wood 
and new offensive coordinator/quarter- 
backs coach David Lee, a former five- 
year assistant for Bill Parcells at Dallas. 

“Coach Wood coaches us all the 
same,” Monk said. 

“He expects a lot out of all of us. The 
drills we got with Coach Wood and 
Coach Lee bringing a lot of things from 
the NFL with them — it’s a difference 
out there. I think the whole receiving 
corps has improved.” 

Improved wideouts, plus versatile 
fullbacks/tight ends/H-backs Peyton 
Hillis and Ben Cleveland to go along 
with the all-star tandem of running 
backs Darren McFadden and Felix Jones, 
should mean a more diverse offense. 

And for Monk, maybe that means 
some catches in the open instead of 
always in a crowd. 

“If everyone stays healthy,” Monk 
said, “it will be hard to scheme who is 
going to get the ball when.” 


Jones and McFadden return more 
dangerous, thanks to a new NCAA rule 
that moves kickoffs back to the 30. 


Graduation compels Nutt to make 
many incoming freshmen instant special 
teamers. None seem more special than 
Alex Tejada, hoped to be the accurate 
placekicker Arkansas didn’t have last year, 
which will free Jeremy Davis to punt. 

Fullback Peyton Hillis is the punt 
returning good-hands policy. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Swapping one set of Trojans for anoth- 
er should better start Arkansas’ season. 

Not that the Troy University Trojans 
are easy pickings for Arkansas’ Sept. 1 sea- 
son opener, but Troy’s Trojans aren't to be 
confused with the University of Southern 
California Trojans. 

Arkansas should win out in noncon- 
ference play hosting Troy, North Texas, 
Florida International and Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 

In the SEC, Arkansas visits Alabama, 
Ole Miss, Tennessee and LSU and hosts 
Kentucky, Auburn, South Carolina and 
Mississippi State. 


— Nate Allen 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 1 TROY — 
Sept. 15 at Alabama — 
Sept. 22 KENTUCKY ~ 

“Sept.29 NORTH TEXAS © 


Oct. 6 CHATTANOOGA (Litle Rock) 


Oct. 13 AUBURN 


Oct. 20 at Ole Miss 
Oct. 27 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 


Ge Rane AP RAPA 


Nov. 3 SOUTH CAROLINA 
Nov. 10 at Tennessee 


“ Nov. 17 MISS. STATE (Little Rock) 


Se leerliesliaelinttdleatinneell eee EEEEEEEEREE 


Nov. 23 at LSU 
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FINDING THE PERFECT MEETING SITE 


Tue Beac 
Dt AT 
PELICAN BEacu! 


Ourpoor Receptions 


AND Events For 


Groups To 250 PEOPLE, 


OVER-LOOK 
Gute oF NV 


(800) 431-9281 (TOLL-FREE) © WWW.PELICAN-BEACH.COM 


Is EASIER THAN YOU THINK. 


If you are looking for the perfect location for your next meeting or corporate outing, then look no further than 
Pelican Beach Resorts and Conference Center. Pelican Beach offers an unmatched level of style and hospitality 
combined with breathtaking views of Northwest Florida's beautiful Emerald Coast. Whether team building, 
prospecting or tending to existing customers, Pelican Beach provides the perfect environment to build business 
relationships! 


RT _& MEETING FACILI 


-- Over 400 One-, Two-, & Three-Bedroom Units 
-- Over 5,000 sq. ft. of flexible meeting space with separate registration area & exhibit space 


-- 4 Pools, Spa, 2 Fitness Centers & Tennis Courts 
-- Custom programs including golf, off-shore fishing, tennis, and more! 


DESTIN, FLORIDA 


ATA piano 


“tommy 1 Tubervill sem “At Auburn: 71-29, 
Pe years; overall: 96-49, 12 years” 


RETURNING STARTERS 
12) 5 offense, 7 defense 
“PLAYERS TO WATCH 


pad baal 


or ing Dunlap, DE/OLB Quentin Groves, 
DE SenDerrick Marks, FS Aairon Savage 


A senior quarterback is always a good — 
place to start. There's depth and talent 


jp 
feted bt 


PO TEN TIAL PROBLEMS 


It all starts up | front with an offensive 
line that returns only one starter and 
enters the preseason still looking for the 
right combination. The Tigers must also 
replace four quality specialists in the 

_ kicking game. The receivers and lineback- 
ats pee a lot to prove. ar 


06 Ben Grubbs, RB Kenny eae 
WR Courtney Taylor, P Kody Bliss, 
K John Vaughn, CB David Irons _ 


_ The Tigers have a lot of holes to fill but 

id recruiting classes 

st important element 

of quarterback Brandon Cox. 

game, Auburn should be 
: thick of the SEC West 
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the tailbacks and defensive line=-— 


ier 


AUBURN 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit wuww.auburn.rivals.com 


Rebuild? No Such Thing for the New Tigers 


ot all that long ago, had Auburn 

lost so many key position starters 
and proven special teams players, the next 
season almost surely would be a “rebuild- 
ing year.” 

As far as coach Tommy Tuberville is con- 
cerned, the program is way past that point. 

His team might have half its starting 
units from an 11-2 team that defeated 
Florida and LSU, but this is a far different 
program than the one he inherited in 1998. 

Tuberville and his staff, including five 
remaining assistant coaches who came 
with him from Ole Miss, spent the past 
eight years building a foundation. The 
result has been a 33-5 record over the past 
three seasons with three consecutive fin- 
ishes in the Top 15. 

The Tigers no longer get to rebuild. 
They've come too far and expectations are 
too high. 

Even with just 12 returning starters — 
and 21 sophomores or freshmen on 
a post-spring depth chart that goes three 
deep at four positions — the Tigers 
remain a legitimate contender for the 
SEC Western Division championship. 

“As good as we've been, you don’t call 
it a rebuilding year,” Tuberville said. 

“It’s more of a transition year. It’s more 
of a rebuilding year when you have 
a young quarterback because everything 
changes. You have to change your defen- 
sive thoughts, how you play against peo- 
ple, your kicking-game thoughts. 

“When you have a senior quarterback 
who can throw the ball down the field 
and score points, it's not a so-called 
rebuilding year.” 


The Tigers also know that senior quar- 
terback Brandon Cox must stay healthy 
for this team to be as good as it can be. 
Cox played most of last season with knee 
and ankle injuries and it showed in his 
passing and the offense’s execution. 

Offensive coordinator Al Borges spent 
most of last season with his hands tied by 
the Tigers’ injury-related deficiencies, and 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp 
couldn't be as aggressive as he would have 
liked because he had to protect the offense. 

That forced the Tigers to become 
a conservative, methodical team that 
often won with special teams and 
defense. The combination worked against 
Florida and LSU. But the Tigers had no 
shot at a comeback when they fell behind 
early against Arkansas and Georgia. 

This year, with a new kicker, punter, 
kickoff specialist and deep snapper, the 
Tigers have no idea if they'll be able to 
win with the kicking game. Both coordi- 
nators would like to be more aggressive, 
but they also know the Tigers could be 
one injury to Cox away from having to 
abandon that plan. 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Brandon Cox will have a 
better chance to succeed if the offensive 
line comes together quickly. That’s not 
going to be easy for a line that returns 
only one starter. 

Senior left tackle King Dunlap 
provides a sizeable anchor at 6-9, 
321 pounds, but the rest of the line has 
a lot to prove. 


Junior center Jason Bosley did start 
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Brandon Cox proto by R.D.Moore 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


a 
a 2006 stats: 148.2 yng rushing (Sth in SEC/47th in NCAA), 172.7 ypg passing (10th/88th), 320.9 yng total offense (Sth/76th), 24.8 ppg Sth/S6th) 
=i STRATER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
oF | QB Brandon Cox* Sr. Senior season to be measured by wins, not stats. Blake Field, dr. 
>i | RB Brad Lester Jr. Just one of four backs who will share the ball. Ben Tate, So. 
g 4, FB Carl Stewart” Sr. _ Versatile runner, receiver and blocker. Danny Perry, Sr. 
=a WR Rod Smith” Jr. Former walk-on has emerged as go-to receiver. Tim Hawthorne, Fr. 
WR Montez Billings So. _ Billings and Dunn both starters in three-WR sets. R, Dunn, Je/P. Rodriguez, Jr. 
| TE Cole Bennett Sr. _One of three standout tight ends. T. Trott, So.*/G. McKenzie, So. 
| Lf King Dunlap* Sr. Only returning starter will provide big anchor. Oscar Gonzalez, So. 
LG  Tyronne Green Jr. Show signs of being another Ben Grubbs. Byron Isom, Fr. 
C _ Jason Bosley Jr. Gained valuable experience in three ‘06 starts. Mike Berry, Fr. 
RG Leon Hart Sr. Last chance for Hart to meet expectations, Nathan Farrow, Jr. 


RT Andrew McCain Jr. Growing into position with time, experience. Antwoin Daniels, Jr. 


8 Scouting Report: Defense 


ie 2006 stats: 124.2 rushing (6th in SEC/45th NCAA), 168.2 passing (3rd/14th), 292.4 total defense (4th/18th), 13.9 points per game (Srd/7th) 


COMMENT 

More versatility should make him more dangerous. 
Solid force in the middle of the line. 

Must improve to fight off push from backup. 
Speed to play end, strength to play inside. 

Showed signs of potential in spring. 

Time to stay healthy and be consistent. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Antonio Coleman, So. 
Tez Doolittle, Sr. 

Mike Blanc, Fr. 
Michael Goggans, Fr. 
Courtney Harden, Jr. 
Chris Evans, Jr. 


Bpos starter 

| DE QuentinGroves* Sr. 
NT Josh Thompson* Sr. 
DT _ Pat Sims Jr. 
DE Sen’Derrick Marks* So. 
LB Patrick Trahan So. 
LB Merrill Johnson* Jr. 


three games last season due to injuries, 
and the Tigers have high hopes for play- 
ers such as junior guard Tyronne Green, 
senior guard Leon Hart, junior tackle 
Andrew McCain and redshirt freshman 
center-guard Mike Berry. 

But the lack of proven players forced 
line coach Hugh Nall to mix and match 
throughout spring, searching for the right 
combination. 

Both the line and the passing game 
will be better because of the SEC’s best 
trio of tight ends. Senior Cole Bennett 
returns after missing most of last season 
with a broken ankle, and sophomores 
Tommy Trott and Gabe McKenzie 
proved themselves in his absence. 

Even though there are questions to be 
answered at tailback and receiver — lead- 
ing rusher Kenny Irons and leading 


118 Linoy’s SPoRTS ANNUALS 


LB Steve Gandy Jr. Still making adjustment from safety. Craig Stevens, Fr. 
CB Patrick Lee Sr. Chance to start has finally arrived. Walter McFadden, So. 
CB Jonathan Wilhite*’ Sr. —_Still battling for starting job. Jerraud Powers, So. 

| §$S — Eric Brock* Sr. Must fight off push from backup. Zac Etheridge, Fr. 


FS Aaron Savage* So. 
“Returning starter 


receiver Courtney Taylor are gone — the 
spring suggested that the team is moving 
in the right direction at both spots. 

Tailbacks Brad Lester, Ben Tate, Mario 
Fannin and Tristan Davis give the Tigers 
an ample stable of talented, albeit inexpe- 
rienced, backs. Rod Smith is a returning 
starter at receiver (26 catches for 452 
yards and four touchdowns), while soph- 
omores Montez Billings and Robert 
Dunn must build on spring improve- 
ments. 

That brings it all back to Cox, who fol- 
lowed a strong sophomore season with 
a junior season that fell far short of expec- 
tations, mostly due to injuries. Cox is 
healthy again and appears prepared to be 
the passer and leader Auburn needs. 

“If he stays healthy,” Tuberville said, 
“he'll be one of the better quarterbacks in 


Tigers need him to grow into talent. 


Jonathan Vickers, Jr. 


the country.” 

The key word is if If not, it could be 
trouble, in light of the uncertainty sur- 
rounding backups Blake Field, Neil 
Caudle and Steven Ensminger. 


DEFENSE 

The Tigers entered 2006 with two 
proven linebackers and plenty of ques- 
tions up front. By the end of the season, 
the line emerged as one of team’s 
strengths and now is the cornerstone. 

The Tigers caught a break when 
Quentin Groves returned for his senior 
year and a chance to play a more versatile 
Will 


intends to use more 3-4 looks, giving 


role. Coordinator Muschamp 


Groves a chance to play both end and 
outside linebacker — and show NFL 
teams what he can do. 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2007 


Enrique Davis, RB 

Davis is the complete package at running back, has good size 
(5-11, 212 pounds), good speed (4.39 seconds in the 40-yard dash) 
and tremendous vision and feel for the game. The backfield is crowd- 
ed with talent, but Davis is good enough to work into the mix. 


Chris Slaughter, WR 

The 6-3 pass catcher originally signed with the Tigers out of high 
school in the Class of 2006. After spending a year at Hargrave Military 
Academy in Virginia, expect Slaughter to make the impact everyone 
though he would coming out of high school. 


Wes Byrum, PK 

Another Saint Thomas Aquinas product, many felt that Byrum was the 
top high school kicker in the country. It would not be a surprise to see 
Byrum take over all of the kicking duties for the Tigers this fall and at 
the very least claim the kickoff job. 


SF STIEWCOMERS GF MHiPALT 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeETOWwN Scuooi 


BURNS, Kodi QB 6-2,19 oooo FortSmith,AR — Northside 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated the No. 2 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated the 
No. 8 dual-threat quarterback in America. 


BYNES, Josh LB 6-2,212 ©0060  Lauterdale Lakes, FL Anderson 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 9 inside linebacker in America by Rivals.com. 
... Rated as the No. 31 player in Florida. 


BYRUM, Wes K 63,199 ooo Fi Lauderdale, FL Aquinas 
Rated the No. 2 kicker in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 85 player in 
Florida. 


CARR, Quindarius WR 60,16 OO — Huntsville,AL Huntsville 
Rated as the No. 11 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 40 wide 
receiver in America. 


CARTER, Antoine DE 6-4,228 ooo FL Lauderdale, FL 
Rated as the No. 34 strongside defensive end in America by Rivals.com. ... 
No. 68 player in Florida. 


COOPER, Jared 0G 6-4,287 ooo Brewton, AL WS. Neal 
Rated as the No. 17 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 51 offensive 
guard in America. 


COULAHAN, Kyle OT 6-4,320 ooo Pensacola, FL Catholic 
Rated as the No. 36 offensive tackle in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 59 
player in Florida. 


DAVIS, Enrique RB 5-11,212 ©Oo00  LynnHaven, FL Mosley 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 3 running back in America by Rivals.com. ... 
Rated as the No. 4 player in Florida. 


DIXON, JohnninLee ATH 5-11,176 @©@o0 _ Belle Glade, FL Glades Central 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 27 player in Florida by Rivals.com. .. Rated as 
the No. 23 athlete in America. 


DOUGLAS, John FB 6-2,235 ooo Augusta, GA Aquinas 
Rated as the No. 5 fullback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 32 player in 
Georgia. 


EARL, Brandon OG 6-4,298 oo Stevenson, AL N. Jackson 


Tigers picked up sleeper late in the process. 


FAIRLEY, Nick 0G 64,257 O60 Mobile, AL Williamson 
Rated as the No. 15 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 28 offensive 
guard in America. 


FREEMAN, Eltoro LB §-11,199 ©O00 Alexander City, ALB. Russell 
Rated as the No. 8 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 22 outside line- 
backer in America. 


GREENE, A.J. DE 65,250 oo° Brentwood, TN B'wood Academy 
Rated as the No. 17 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No, 50 strong- 
side defensive end in America. 


HARRIS, Bo ATH 6-2,235 ©@0O0 New Berlin, NY Milford Academy 


Rated as the No. 13 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


THE SLEEPER 


Jermaine Johnson, OT 


Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Saint Thomas | Total Stars 

Aquinas offensive tackle Jermaine x 

Johnson hasn't played football but for (ROLE ED Eig 

one year. The talented pass blocker, 

however, could develop into an elite COGS (TEEDS 

SEC lineman before all is said and All three of Auburn's positions of need will be on the 

done. defensive side of the ball. The Tigers will be targeting sec- 
ondary players (corners and safeties) and ends. Auburn 
loses two senior cornerbacks after this year and one safe- 
ty, where it already is short on depth. With the departure 
of Quentin Groves following this season, the Tigers will be 
looking for an elite pass rusher. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Pos. STARS HomeTown Scuoot 


HERRING, Adam IB 6-2,218 ooo Springdale, AR Shiloh Christian 


Rated as the No. 20 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. 


JOHNSON, Carlton LB 6-1,184 ©0090  LynnHaven, FL Mosely 
Rated as the No. 23 outside linebacker in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 40 player in Florida. 


JOHNSON, Jermaine OT 6-6,290 ooo Ft. Lauderdale, FL © Aquinas 
Rated as the No. 94 player in Florida by Rivals.com. 


JOURNET, Wilfred DE 6-3,242 ©0060  Scot,LA Acadiana 


Rated as the No. 40 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. 


LAMB, Tim DT 5-11,315 © Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Rated as the No. 36 defensive tackle in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 64 
player in Florida. 


McNEIL, Michael S$ 62,200 ©ooo Mobile, AL Davidson 
Rivals100 selection. .... Rated as the No. 8 safety in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 4 player in Alabama. 


PUGH, Ryan € 62,275 ©oo0 Hoover, AL Hoover 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 3 center in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 7 player in Alabama. 


RAMSEY, Chaz OG 6-3,285 ©6006 Marison, MS Matison Central 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 4 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 12 offensive guard in America. 


SLADE, Mike S$ 62,18 ooo Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 


Rated as the No. 40 safety in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 67 player in 
Florida. 


SLAUGHTER, Chris WR 6-3,180 ©©00 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 


Rated as the No. 6 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


SLUSHER, Brent TE 6-3,221 ©9060  Pineville,KY Bell County 


Rated the No. 4 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 18 tight end in 
America. 


WILLIAMS, Ryan CB 5-11,18 © Mobile, AL B.C. Rain 


Rated the No. 10 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. .., Rated as the No. 23 cornerback 
in America. 


WOODS, Bailey TE 6-4,240 ©0900 Marietta, GA Walton 
Rivals 250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 7 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 15 player in Georgia. 


ZIEMBA, Lee OT 6-7,298 ©9900 Rogers, AR Rogers 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 1 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 4 offensive tackle in America. 


ZINN, CHRIS LB 6-2,235 oo Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Tigers picked up Magnolia State product late. 
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lndividual Stats 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Name 

OCTAVIUS BALKCOM 
COLE BENNETT 
MIKE BERRY 
MONTEZ BILLINGS 


MIKE BLANC 
JASON BOSLEY 
ERIC BROCK 
BRETT CARR 
NEIL CAUDLE 
RICK CHERRY 
ZACH CLAYTON 
ANTONIO COLEMAN 
BRANDON COX 
JOHN CUBELIC 
ANTWOIN DANIELS 
TRISTAN DAVIS 
TYLER DIPACE 


TEZ DOOLITTLE 
KING DUNLAP 
ROBERT DUNN 
BART EDDINS 


STEVEN ENSMINGER 
ZAC ETHERIDGE 
CHRIS EVANS 
MARIO FANNIN 
NATHAN FARROW 
LORENZO FERGUSON 
BLAKE FIELD 

STEVE GANDY 

ZACH GILBERT 


Hometown 
Blakely, GA 
Dalton, GA 

Antioch, TN 


Pelham 


Name 

MERRILL JOHNSON 
ZACH KUTCH 
PATRICK LEE 


BRAD LESTER 


Pompano Beach, FL LUSTER LEWIS 


Huntsville 
Alexander City 
Niceville, FL 
Hoover 

Ocala, FL 
Opetika 

Mobile 


Trussville 


Acton, MA 
Opelika 
Brentwood, TN 
Augusta, GA 
Montgomery 
West Monroe, LA 
Troy 

Prichard 
Hampton, GA 
Birmingham 


Miami, FL 


SENDERRICK MARKS 
ANDREW MCCAIN 
WALTER MCFADDEN 
GABE MCKENZIE 
BRYANT MILLER 
MATTHEW MOTLEY 
CHARLES OLATUNJI 
BRENNAN PALMER 
DANNY PERRY 
JERRAUD POWERS 
JERMARCUS RICKS 
PRECHAE RODRIGUEZ 
ALEX ROSE 
DARRELL ROSEMAN 
AAIRON SAVAGE 
JACOB SHIREY 
ROBERT SHIVER 
RYAN SHOEMAKER 


BLAKE SHRADER 


Hometown 


Butler 

Milton, FL 
Miami, FL 
Lilbum, GA 
Irvine, CA 
Mobile 
Birmingham 
Pompano Beach, FL 
Mobile 

Miami, FL 
Opelika 
Lilburn, GA 
Statesboro, GA 


Auburn 


Decatur 


Muscle Shoals 


Tampa, FL 


Jacksonville, FL 


Dunedin, FL 


Albany, GA 
Fort Payne 
Thomasville, GA 
Birmingham 


Stevenson 


RYAN SHULER 


PAT SIMS 


Evans, GA 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


BRENT SLUSHER 


Pineville, KY 


Thomasville, GA 


GREG SMITH 


Waynesboro, MS 


RODGERIQUS SMITH 


Chattanooga, TN 


Snellville, GA 


Florence 


CRAIG STEVENS 


Tallahassee, FL 


MICHAEL GOGGANS 
OSCAR GONZALEZ 
ROSS GORNALL 
TYRONNE GREEN 
QUENTIN GROVES 


Alexander City 
Hialeah, FL 
Jupiter, FL 
Pensacola, FL 


Greenville, MS 


CARL STEWART 


Alcoa, TN 


BRIAN SUMMERHILL 
JAMES SWINTON 
BEN TATE 


JOSH THOMPSON 


BRANDON HALEY 


Lakeland, FL 


LEON THOMPSON 


COURTNEY HARDEN 


Leighton 


LEE TILLEY 


LEON HART 


MICHAEL HATTER 


Columbia, SC 


JACKSON TIMMERMAN 


Snellville, GA 


PATRICK TRAHAN 


TIM HAWTHORNE 


Homewood 


TOMMY TROTT 


JOSH HEBERT 
AUSTIN HOYT 


BYRON ISOM 


PASSING Name 
B. Cox 
B. Field 


RUSHING Jae 


K. Irons 
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Interceptions: D. Iror V 
5, MG 


Houston, TX 


JONATHAN VICKERS 


Montgomery 


Jonesboro, GA 


Effic 


JONATHAN WILHITE 


Alworth 

Tucker, GA 
Newark, MD 
Statesboro, GA 
Roswell, GA 
Columbus, 0H 
Rehobeth 

New Orleans, LA 
Montgomery 
Athens 


Monroe, LA 


TERRELL ZACHERY 


Cmp Int Pct 


138.68 163 271 9 60.1 
110.53 8 9 1 889 


Att 
198 
104 

54 


No. 
54 


Gain Loss Net 
893 
510 
392 


TD Long 


DS 
ao 


Oa 


pNop 
Onos 


Yds TD Long 
219814 62 
47 0 15 


Long 
5O 


Wadley 


Results 


NOTEBOOK | 


i: of Auburn's most intriguing and talented 
players didn’t participate in spring practice, 
and there’s no guarantee he’s even coming back. 

Sophomore linebacker Tray Blackmon played in 
only six games, but made a noticeable impact in 
his short time, making 18 tackles — 2.5 for loss 
— and recovering three fumbles, including a deci- 
sive 22-yard return in the win over Florida. 

Unfortunately for both Auburn and Blackmon, 
he missed the other six games due to two suspen- 
sions — one at the beginning and one at the end 
of the season. Then coach Tommy Tuberville sent 
him away to deal with “personal issues” in the 
spring, with no guarantees he could return unless 
he got his act together. 

For a team with no established, proven line- 
backers, Blackmon could be a major force. 

® Three quarterbacks spent spring attempting 
to win the backup job, but no one from that trio 
— junior Blake Field and redshirt freshmen Neil 
Caudle and Steven Ensminger — emerged from 
spring as a clear choice. 

To be fair, Field, who started one game when 
starter Brandon Cox missed a game in 2005, was 
limited by a sore shoulder. Still, the Tigers need 
someone to step up and be ready if something 
happens to Cox. 

“No. 2 is always an open position,” offensive 
coordinator Al Borges said. “If one guy starts 
playing better than the other guy, we'll change 
that in a minute.” 

* Redshirt freshman Tim Hawthorne also 
played a limited role in spring, but no one at 
Auburn complained because Hawthorne was 
blessed to be alive. 

About 12 hours after catching a touchdown 
pass in an Auburn spring scrimmage, Hawthorne 
was a passenger in a horrendous crash on I-85 
returning from Atlanta to Auburn. The car flipped 
several times before it finally came to an upright 
standstill. 

Hawthorne survived with bruises and a split lip; 
his friend, Auburn student Claude Reese, died as a 
result of injuries sustained in the crash. 

“I'm very blessed to even be alive,” Hawthorne 
said. “My life was spared.” 


(11-2, 6-2) 


WASHINGTON STATE 40-14 
at Mississippi State 34-0 


at South Carolina 
ARKANSAS 
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The move also allows the Tigers 
a chance to make better use of his off-the- 
edge skills. 

The real key up front might be 
Sen’Derrick Marks, a 6-2, 287-pound 
sophomore who played tackle last season 
and finished the spring at end. His abili- 
ty to play inside and out will give the 
Tigers another card to play. 

His move became possible when red- 
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shirt freshman Mike Blanc came through 
with a strong spring. With nose guards 
Josh Thompson and Tez Doolittle and 
tackle Pat Sims, the Tigers should be solid 
up the middle, even with Marks at end. 
The linebackers and defensive backs 
are filled with familiar names and unfa- 
miliar questions. Practically everyone on 
the depth chart at both spots has seen 
playing time, but nobody completely 
secured a starting job in the spring. 
Sophomore linebacker Patrick Trahan 
and redshirt freshman strong safety Zac 
Etheridge 
Muschamp believes he has three capable 


showed potential, and 
cornerbacks in Jonathan Wilhite, Patrick 
Lee and Jerraud Powers. 

Muschamp is asking for a lot more 
than he got from free safety Aairon 
Savage, a talented sophomore who fell 
short of expectations in the spring. 

“We've got enough talent to be good at 
every one of those positions,” Muschamp 
said, “but we've got to find some players 
who can do it on a more consistent 
basis.” 


Auburn 


owned the nation’s best group of special- 


Tuberville contends that 
ists last season with kicker Jon Vaughn, 
punter Kody Bliss, kickoff specialist Matt 
Clark and deep snapper Pete Compton. 

Naturally, he now insists no team has 
lost more in the kicking game than the 
Tigers. 

“We've won a lot of games around here 
with special teams,” Tuberville said. 
“We're going to have to find a way to do 
that again.” 


mBEST (2 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
Groves spent his first two 
seasons at Auburn showing 
flashes of his potential. 
Last year he started grow- 
ing into his talent, and the 
result was 9.5 sacks, first- 
team All-SEC honors and a 
leadership role. .:. He'll 
play a more versatile role 
this season as both defen- 
sive end and outside line- 
"backer, depending on the situation. ... Groves 
“must now add size and strength and become 
more consistent to take the next step in his_ 
_ development. 


__ Marks made an immediate 
impact as a redshirt fresh- | 
man in 2006, starting the 
season opener and finish- 
ing his first season with 38 
tackles, 3.5 sacks and 
“Freshman All-SEC honors. | 
. Marks- continued. to 
-improve in the spring. The 
coaches already knew he 
"was big and strong enough 
to play inside at 6-2, 287 pounds, but they 
~ also saw his ability to run and make more plays, 
_ so he finished the spring as the strongside end. 


cll 


“Incoming freshmen such 
as WR Chris Slaughter, DB 
Michael McNeil, OT Lee 
Ziemba and LB Josh Bynes 
could all contend for play- 
ing time, but Burns is an 
intriguing prospect because 
of his ability to run and 
pass. ... Even with senior 
Brandon Cox set as the 
starting quarterback, the 
_ coaches still envision Burns in a multiple role 
similar to how Florida used Tim Tebow last sea- 
son. 
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Player 


Parents’ Dedication 
Inspires Groves 


There have been times when 
Quentin Groves didn’t want to push 
any more. Times when he wanted to 
leave. Through it all, Groves found 
two powerful reasons to stay. 

“When I get tired in the fourth 
quarter, or I get tired in two-a-days 
or running in summer workouts, 
I remember that (my parents) have 
been tired for 22 or 23 years,” Groves 
said. “I know I can't give up.” 

The devotion of his parents led 
Groves to seriously consider passing 
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Profile 


up his senior season at Auburn to 
enter the NFL Draft. This time, he 
found three powerful reasons to stay. 

First, Bennett and Barbara Groves 
convinced him he didn’t have to go 
pro yet. 

Then, he saw the chance to play 
a more versatile role as a senior. With 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp 
already committed to adding more 3-4 
looks to Auburn’s base 4-3 defense, 
Groves saw the opportunity to play 
defensive end and outside linebacker. 
Muschamp plans to move him around 
to put him in situations where he can 
go one-on-one with blockers and cre- 
ate havoc in the backfield. 

At 6-4, 254 pounds, Groves is both 
fast enough and big enough to be an 
impact end on the SEC level. While 
most NFL teams would see him as too 
small to play end in a traditional 4-3 
defense, those teams running a 3-4 
would have plenty of interest in 
a player who combines Groves’ size, 
speed and ability to run down quar- 
terbacks. 

“One thing we did, this past year, 
was move him around a little bit where 
people can’t key on him as much,” 
defensive ends coach Terry Price said. 

“I think we'll continue to do that 
and put him in position to make plays. 
He's athletic enough to make plays in 
space. He'll get a chance to rush the 
quarterback and do the things he nor- 
mally does.” 

The next step will be for Groves to 
turn all of his promise into consistent 
production. 

“He'll obviously come in (this sea- 
son) as one of the top players in the 
SEC and maybe the country on 
defense,” coach Tommy Tuberville 
said. 

“I have coached some good line- 
backers and he’s as good as I've been 
around. He’s got speed; he’s got quick- 
ness; he’s got height and he’s got good 
athletic ability. Another year in this 
defense will really help him.” 


Redshirt freshman Ross Gornall 
kicked in the spring, but the Tigers didn’t 
give incoming freshman Wesley Byrum 
a scholarship just so he could sit and 
watch this fall. Redshirt freshman Ryan 
Shoemaker is the leading candidate to 
punt after a so-so spring. 

Tristan Davis brings a dangerous ele- 
ment to kick returns and fellow tailback 
Mario Fannin showed plenty of potential 


as a punt returner in the spring. 


Hard to find a more daunting quartet 
of road games than what awaits the 
Tigers, whose schedule takes them to 
Florida, LSU, Arkansas and Georgia. 

“We've got our hands full,” Tuberville 
said. “This isn’t a schedule you'd draw up 
for yourself, but we tend to play well on 
the road.” 

For a team that must mature quickly, 
even the non-conference home games 
can't be taken lightly. 

Auburn opens against Kansas State 
(whose sophomore quarterback, Josh 
Freeman, has been compared to 
JaMarcus Russell) and then faces a Top 
25-quality team in South Florida. 

— Richard Scott 


Sept. 1 KANSAS STATE 
" Sept. 8 SOUTH FLORIDA 
“Sept.15 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Sept. 22 NEW MEXICO STATE ~ 
Sept. 29 at Florida 
Oct. 6 VANDERBILT 
~ Oct. 13 at Arkansas 
Oct. 20 at LSU 
“Oct.272=Ssi(“‘«*é‘«é LE MISS 
Nov. 3 TENNESSEE TECH 
" Nov. 10 at Georgia 
Nov. 24 ALABAMA 
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If Tebow improves as a ‘passer to comple- . 


ment his running skills, this could be one 
of the top offenses i in the country. The — 
offense will definitely have to carry the 
team while the young defense develops. 
Gan it carry the Gators back to the SEC 


East title? Sure, but any bigger prizes 


“aight have to wait until 2008. — 


- 
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It's Time for the Playmakers In Quest For Repeat 


he spread-option offense is the IT 

thing in college football these days, 
but the old cliche about defense winning 
championships is still true. 

The University of Florida is a prime 
example. 

The Gators’ defense, not their modi- 
fied spread-option offense, won the 
school’s second national title last season. 

The unit was dominating all season, 
especially against the run, and embar- 
rassed Ohio State in the BCS National 
Championship game, when Ted Ginn Jr. 
had more yards on his kickoff return (93) 
than the Buckeyes managed on offense 
(82), and Heisman Trophy winner Troy 
Smith was sacked more often (five) than 
he completed passes (four). 

Florida won't be able to rely on its 
defense in 2007, though. There are too 
many questions at too many positions for 
the Gators to be too optimistic heading 
into fall camp. 

“Tt’s just so early,” co-defensive coordi- 
nator Charlie Strong said. “We've just got 
so many young guys that we're going to 
have to play a lot of guys until those guys 
get enough game experience.” 

Only two starters return from a unit 
that finished fifth in the nation against 
the run and sixth in total defense, and 
there are major issues at every position. 
As many as six true freshmen could win 
starting jobs or become key backups by 
the middle of the season. 

That includes two at tackle, where the 
Gators lost their top four players from last 
season. It’s a position at which freshmen 


generally don’t get on the field much 
because they're not equipped to handle the 
difference between high school and college 
offensive linemen. UE, for example, has 
only had two true freshmen linemen start 
a game in the past 15 years. 

“Tr (defensive line) is priority No. 1 and 
the biggest issue,” coach Urban Meyer said. 

“I'm glad we have a great defensive 
line coach in (co-defensive coordinator) 
Greg Mattison. He develops very good 
players and we have some development 
to be done.” 

Meyer has assembled top-five recruit- 
ing classes in each of the past two years, 
so there is certainly talent in Gainesville. 
Ir'll just take some time for it to grow. 
While it does, the offense will be able to 
pay back the defense from 2006. 

“Our defense carried us the whole sea- 
son,” offensive coordinator Dan Mullen said. 

“They always kept putting us in good 
situations. We'll have to take a couple 
more chances this year (on offense), take 
a couple more shots down the field to 
make big plays happen.” 


OFFENSE 


The Gators should have little trouble 
moving the ball and scoring points because 
the offense is loaded with playmakers. 

It begins with sophomore quarterback 
Tim Tebow, a bruising runner who saw 
spot duty behind Chris Leak last season 
and was UF's second-leading rusher 
(469 yards, eight TDs). He altered his 
mechanics and throwing motion to take 
the strain off his sore left (throwing) 
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shoulder, and the process helped him 


learn to make different throws. 

UF has a group of talented, play-making 
receivers. It begins with senior Andre 
Caldwell (129 career catches), who moved 
to the outside receiver spot. Inside receivers 
Percy Harvin and Jarred Fayson, both soph- 
omores, will get the majority of the receiver 
carries in the spread-option offense. 

Harvin had 75 touches (34 catches, 41 
runs) for 856 yards and five touchdowns 
despite being hampered by a hamstring 
injury. Fayson had 14 rushes and one 
catch last season because he struggled to 
pick up the offense, but he earned a start- 
ing job with a solid spring. 

Junior Louis Murphy was UF’s best 
receiver in the spring and was the star of 
the spring game catches, 


(eight 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 160.0 ypy rushing (3rd in SEC/S8th in NCAA), 236.1 ypg passing (5th/28th), 396.1 ypy total offense (2nd/19th), 28.7 ppg (2nd/F-23rd) 


YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Tim Tebow So. A bruising runner who has improved as a passer. Cam Newton, Fr. 
RB Kestahn Moore Jt. Separated himself with a solid spring. Brandon James, So. 
WR Percy Harvin* So. Had four TDs of 37 or more yards (two on runs). David Nelson, So. 


WR Andre Caldwell* Sr. 


Brother Reche (Patriots) urged him to return. 


Riley Cooper, So. 


WR Jarred Fayson So. 


Can play quarterback in a pinch, too. 


Cornelius Ingram, Jr. 


WR — Louis Murphy Jr. 


Outstanding spring earned him a starting job. 


Aaron Hernandez, Fr. 


LT Phil Trautwein* Sr. 


Second-team All-SEC last season. 


Jason Watkins, Jr. 


LG Jim Tartt* Jr. Has had both shoulders surgically repaired, James Pouncey, Fr. 
C Drew Miller* Sr. 18 career starts is the most of any offensive lineman. Eddie Haupt, So, 
RG = Maurice Hurt Fr. Knee injury kept him out of all but one game. LaShawn Pouncey, Fr. 


RT Carlton Medder* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


“Big Greasy” is UF's biggest lineman (318 Ibs). 


Simon Codrington, So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 72.5 ypy rushing (1st in SEC/Sth in NCAA), 182.9 ypg passing (6th/33rd), 255.4 yng total defense (2nd/6th), 13.5 ppg (2nd/6th) 


POS STARTER YR 


DE Jermaine Cunningham So. 


COMMENT 


Has little experience, but is very talented. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Lawrence Marsh, Fr. 


DT Clint McMillan Sr. 


Doesn't hold his ground well. 


Terron Sanders, Fr. 


DT Brandon Antwine —So. 


Coaches love his work ethic. 


Torrey Davis, Fr. 


DE Derrick Harvey* Jr. 


He has first-round NFL Draft talent. 


Carlos Dunlap, Fr. 


LB Brandon Spikes So. 


Still needs to get tougher mentally, 


Ryan Stamper, So. 


LB Dustin Doe So. 


Led all Florida freshmen with 22 tackles. 


A.J. Jones, Fr. 


CB Markihe Anderson _—So. 


He's small (5-9), but also quick and fearless. 


Markus Manson, Jr. 


CB  Wondy Pierre-Louis So. 


Bigger role after being special teams standout. 


Jacques Rickerson, Fr. 


NB Joe Haden Fr. Early enrollee impressed coaches in spring. Ahmad Black, Fr. 
SS Tony Joiner* Sr. __ Big hitter started every game in ‘06. Dorian Munroe, So. 
FS Kyle Jackson Sr. Lost job to Reggie Nelson last season. Jamar Hornsby, Fr. 
*Returning starter 


129 yards, TD). 

Junior tight end/receiver Cornelius 
Ingram (6-4, 221) is a matchup problem 
for DBs and linebackers, and he came on 
at the end of last season, catching 20 of 
his 30 passes in the final five games. 
Coordinator Dan Mullen has promised 
to get Ingram more involved. 

The Gators are still searching for a 
dominant running back. Projected starter 
Mon Williams suffered a torn ACL in 
spring drills and will miss the 2007 season, 
so junior Kestahn Moore (559 career yards 
rushing) enters the fall as the No. 1 back. 

The line returns four starters. Senior 
Drew Miller, who started every game at 
right guard last season, moves to center. 
Redshirt freshman Maurice Hurt replaces 
him at guard. 


DEFENSE 


There are a lot of questions about the 
defensive line, especially at tackle. 
Nobody has any significant experience, 
and it’s likely that two true freshmen — 
John Brown and Torrey Davis — will be 
on the field a lot. 

Redshirt junior end Derrick Harvey, 
the Defensive MVP of the BCS National 
Championship game with three sacks and 
a fumble recovery, is one of only two 
returning starters. 

He had 11 sacks last season and the 
coaches believe he could be one of the 
best ends in school history when his 
career ends. 

Either sophomore Jermaine Cunning- 
ham or redshirt freshman Lawrence Marsh 
will start opposite Harvey. 
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Commitiments 


Torey Davis, DT 

One college recruiter said that Davis was the best defensive line 
prospect he'd seen in 25-plus years of coaching. That kind of ability 
should give him a spot in the Gators’ rotation this year barring some- 
thing unforeseen. 


Carlos Dunlap, DE 

The Gators stole the top prospect in South Carolina away from former 
{ coach Steve Spurrier. Florida’s depth chart will assure the 6-6, 255- 
pounder playing early, but expect him to reach his potential after a 


The Gators coaching staff made alate | Total Stars 


couple of seasons of development. 


] Cameron Newton, OB 


up job and early playing time. 


FS SIEMWULOUMERS OF MIPFILT 


Pos. Ht. Wr. Stars HomeTown Scnoot 


BLACK, Ahmad DB 5-11,175 0900  Lakeland,FL —Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 18 cornerback prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. ...Rated the 
No. 35 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


BRANTLEY, John QB 6-3,18 ©9000 Ocala, FL Trinity Catholic 
Elite 11 selection as a senior. ...Rivals100 selection. ...Rated the No. 3 pro-style 
quarterback prospect in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect 
in Florida. 


BROWN, John DT 6-2,288 ©@oo  Lakeland,FL — Lakeland 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 10 defensive tackle prospect in America by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 15 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


DAVIS, Torrey DT 65,290 Oooo Seffner, FL Armwood 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in the state of Florida by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 2 defensive tackle prospect in America. ...Rated as the 
No. 9 overall prospect in America. 


DUNLAP, Carlos DE 6-6,255 ooooo N. Charleston, SC Ft Dorchester 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in the state of South Carolina 
by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 1 weakside defensive end prospect in America. 
...Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in America. 


EDWARDS, Lorenzo 1B 6-2,220 oooo Orlando,FL Edgewater 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 6 outside linebacker prospect in America by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 13 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


FINCH, Jerimy $ 61,203 o©ooo _ Indianapolis, IN Waren Central 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the top safety prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
...Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in the state of Indiana. 


HADEN, Joe ATH 5-10,188 o@ oO — FL. Washington, MD Friendly 
Rivals100 selection ....Rated as the top overall prospect in the state of Maryland by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 3 athlete in America. 


HENRY, Chas K  6-3,180 ooo 


Dallas, GA East Paulding 


Projects as a punter. ...Rated as the No. 5 overall kicker in the country by Rivals.com. 


HERNANDEZ, Aaron TE 6-4,220 o©oo0 Bristol, CT Central 
Rivals100 selection, ...Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in New England by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 2 tight end prospect in America. 


HICKS, Brandon LB 6-3,210 o@eo  Jacksonville,FL _‘ Forrest 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 8 outside linebacker prospect in America by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 16 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


HOWARD, Jeny DE 64,249 oooo Orlando, Jones 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 9 weakside defensive line prospect in America 
by Rivals.com, ...Rated as the No. 32 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


| Because Tim Tebow is the only scholarship quarterback returning, the 
opportunity is there for the dynamic Newton to compete for the back- 


decision to offer a scholarship to 
Jenkins, who at 6-2 has good height 
for a cornerback prospect. Jenkins 
also has good speed and comes from 
an excellent talent-producing program 
in Broward County, Fla., Lauderdale 
Lakes Boyd Anderson. 


National Rank: 1 
COB (IEEDS 


The Gators will be looking for cornerbacks, wide 
receivers and linebackers. Corner is a huge need as 
Urban Meyer commented that Florida hadn't filled 
its needs at that position. The Gators signed three 
wide recievers last year, but 2007 recruit Joe Haden 
spent time at corner in the spring and Florida still 
isn't carrying the twelve on scholarship that they 
would like. Look for the Gators to sign at least three 
next year. The numbers are still down at linebacker. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 
Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars 
JENKINS, Moses AIH 62,170 ooo 


Rated as the No. 47 athlete in America by Rivals.com. 


JONES, John 1B 63,210 ooo Sarasota, FL 


Rated as the No. 30 outside linebacker prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
LEMMENS, Duke DE 6-5,231 © @ © Westlake Village, CA Oaks Christian 


Rated as the No. 29 weakside defensive end prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


NEWTON, Cameron QB 6-5,220 ©0000 Affanta, GA Westlake 
Rivals100 selection, ...Rated as the No. 2 dual-threat quarterback in America by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 2 overall prospect in the state of Georgia. 


POUNCEY, Maurkice OL 6-4,287 oooo  |akeland, FL Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 15 offensive guard prospect in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the 
No. 33 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


POUNCEY, Michael OL 6-4,280 ©ooo  Lakeland,FL — Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 18 offensive guard prospect in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the 
No. 36 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


RAINEY, Chris RB 5-9,160 ©0000 |[akeland,FL —_ Lakeland 


Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the nation’s No. 4 all-purpose running back prospect. 


THOMPSON, Deonte WR 6-0,180 SOOO _ Belle Glate, FL Glades Central 


HomeTown Scuoot 


Lauderdale Lakes, FL Anderson 


Booker 


Rivalsi00 selection. ...Rated as the No. 8 wide receiver prospect in America by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


TRATTOU, Justin DE 6-4,230 o@oo Ramsey,NJ Don Bosco Prep 


Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in the state of New Jersey. 


WAGGENER, Bryan QB 6-4,230 0°00 Glendora,CA Citrus CC 


Rated as the No. 43 overall junior college prospect in America. 
WILKS, Steve $ 62,210 ooo Lakeland, FL 


Earned second team All-State honors. 


WILLIAMS, Bo RB 6-1,203 ooeo Oakland Park, FL Northeast 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 16 running back prospect in America. 


WILSON, James 0G 6-4,305 o©oooo Saint Augustine, FL Nease 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 1 offensive guard prospect in America by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 2 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


WILSON, Paul WR 61,175 ooo Lakeland, FL Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 76 wide receiver prospect in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the 
No. 84 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


WRIGHT, Major $ 61,205 oooo  FLLauderdale,FL Aquinas 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 2 safety prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
...Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in the state of Florida. 


Lakeland 
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GATORS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


s. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown s Ss. Hr. Wr, CLass HOMETOWN eceiver Louis Murphy was one of the standouts 
LUTRELL ALFORD . Gainesville A.J. JONES 3 Tampa of the spring, and he impressed coach Urban 
MARKIHE ANDERSON f° Fort Myers BOBBY KANE i So Coconut Creek Meyer so much that he named Murphy a starter 
Fao hatial Gavinta ER SN RE nn OE ASE ne AS Te PS a te alongside Percy Harvin, Jarred Fayson and Andre 
Caldwell. 
Rts ae lA Murphy caught eight passes for 129 yards and 
68 JIMBARRIE __—OL_ 6-5 300__Fr_Tampa__ 98 CLINT McMILLAN DT _6-1.275_ Sr__Oviedo one touchdown in the spring game, and the 6-2, 
22 AHMAD BLACK (B_ 5-9 173 Fr_Lakeland CARLTON MEDDER Clermont 199-pound junior said his improvement from scout 
RODERICK BLACKETT : Pompano Beach DREW MILLER 6- Sarasota team player to starter is because he moved in with 
ANDREW BLAYLOCK : Durham, NC KESTAHN MOORE Arlington, TX Caldwell in January. 
ANDRE CALDWELL WR 6- Tampa 30 DORIAN MUNROE 9S. S1200 So Mami “T thank Bubba (Caldwell) just for being there for 
ea RE ER aR ate ae te ae me, especially those down times when you feel like 
you can’t go any more,” Murphy said. “He’s always 
there to pick me up.” 
64 KYLENEWELL OL 6-7 302 So_ Tampa The eight catches were two more than Murphy 
G4" TATE: CASEY_- TE 6-6 235-_St_Longview, 1K. CAMERON NEWTON : College Park, GA had in his first two seasons. 
SIMON CODRINGTON 3 Miami MOISE PAUL ; Brooklyn, NY “He was not a very good player his first year 
TELLY CONCEPCION i Tampa JONATHAN PHILLIPS Wellington here,” Meyer said. “Last year was OK at best. For a 
RILEY COOPER R 6- Clearwater Sy carga are nae rng ee gee at year and a half here, he was just a guy that ate up 
JERMAINE CUNNINGHAM DE 6- Stone Mtn., GA a scholarship.” eaye 
JOHN CURTIS Sb Rockledge _Meyer wey has a rule al elie 
F owning guns, but he is promising to take a tougher 
SAMAAL DEVEAOK UB tee 356_LASHAWN POUNCEY OL _6-4_310__Fr_Lakeland Sain the wake of te aie instances in 
DUSTIN DOE LB 6-0 Jasper TRENT PUPELLO 6-2 Tampa 14 months. 
93_ JAVIER ESTOPINAN DL_ 6-1 270 Jr_Miami JACQUES RICKERSON CB 5-9 St. Augustine “We've talked about guns on many, many occa- 
59 JOHN FAIRBANKS DL _6-4_260_Fr__ Celebration _ BUTCH ROWLEY 1S/QB 6-0 Orlando sions,” Meyer said. “I guess we'll just attack it even 
JARRED FAYSON WR/QB6-0 Tampa 30 ERICRUYLEDGE HB 511250 Sr Gainesville more than we have. 


; i “We've just got to do a better job. Obviously we 
ANDREW FRITZE K 6-0 Ponce Inlet TERRON SANDERS Fi Brain Just g J y 


MARCUS GILBERT 6-5 Fort Lauderdale failed.” 


VERNON SHELTON 5-11 Gainesville F : ae : 
MICHAEL GUILFORD 5-11 Quincy oo Projected starting offensive lineman Ronnie 


JAMES SMITH 6-1 Gainesville Wilson was arrested in April after he allegedly fired 
JOEY SORRENTINO 5-7 Ocala a semi-automatic rifle in the air during an argument 
BRANDON SPIKES 6-3 Shelby, NC with another man. Wilson’s future with the team 

Naor eee eee ee eee oe xg RYAN SEAIOER NEN G47, Sa pcdsonilla was uncertain because the school’s student judicial 
PERCY HARVIN 5-11 Virginia Beach, VA ray 7 Schone affairs committee wasn’t expected to hand out any 
EDDIE HAUPT 6-4 Merritt Island punishment until the summer. 


REG TAUSSIG : Winter Park 
AARON HERNANDEZ 6-2 Bristol, CT : a sat Former player Kenneth Tookes was not charged 


BRAD HIERS 6-6 patsy TOATEOIN as sacrsonvils after an automatic rifle he was holding was fired 
RS a a a a BRYAN THOMAS 6-1 hyrhills i i i 

COREY HOBBS é5 Oviedo Zephythi into a nearby occupied apartment in February 2006. 

PHIL TRAUTWEIN 6-6 Voorhees, NJ The Gators may have found a defensive end 

BRYAN WAGGENER ; Chino Hills, CA that can complement standout Derrick Harvey. 
SD EDWARD ran re Wain as CHEVON WALKER Fort Myers Sophomore Jermaine Cunningham had a good 

: Ru Veula eeee SHR a manic RTGME Soak GAZA | Rada be spring and capped it off with a three-sack perform- 
; : JASON WATKINS : Lakeland : ; 

MAURICE HURT 6-2 Milledgeville, GA ance in the spring game. 

JOEY 1JJAS 6-2 Clearwater 2 WL ee ea “He is really coming along,” Meyer said. 

CORNELIUS INGRAM TE/WR 6-4 Hawthome 87_JUSTIN WILLIAMS _WR_6-1_195__Fr_Folkston, GA_ Cunningham (6-3, 230) saw time in seven games 

KYLE JACKSON S$ 6-1 Neptune Beach MON WILLIAMS RB 6- Mesquite, TX last season, but played on defense in just two. He 
25 BRANDONJAMES RB 6-6 178 So. St. Augustine Auguste MIKE WILLIAMSON LS Winter Park came to UF as pass-rushing linebacker (25 sacks as 
a high school senior) but was moved to end as 
a freshman. 


BRANDON ANTWINE Garland, TX MARKUS MANSON Tuscaloosa, AL 
DEREK BALDRY - Gainesville LAWRENCE MARSH ° Augusta, GA 


LORENZO CAMPBELL DB 6- Coral Springs LOUIS MURPHY WR 6- St. Petersburg 


MIGUEL CARODINE Gainesville DAVID NELSON WR 6- Wichita Falls, TX 
47_CURTISCARR _S_5-10 184 __So_Gainesville __ KYLE NEWELL 


WONDY PIERRE-LOUIS 7 Naples 
CHRIS PINTADO Miami 
JAMES POUNCEY 6- Lakeland 


JOE HADEN 5-11 Ft. Washington, MD 
ALEX HARRELL 5-9 Boca Raton 
DERRICK HARVEY 6-4 Greenbelt, MD 


CADE HOLLIDAY 5-11 Gainesville 
JAMAR HORNSBY 6-2 Jacksonville 


ANDREW JOHNSON FB 6-0 Parkland 88_PAUL WILSON WR_6-0 182 Fr_Lakeland 
CARL JOHNSON OL 6-5 Durham, NC RONNIE WILSON OL Pompano Beach 


TONY JOINER S 5-11 Haines City CODY WORTON 3169 Homestead 


(13-1, 7-1) 
UTHERN MISS 


at Tennessee 


C. Leak 
T. Tebow 


Wo KENTUCKY 26-7 
ALABAMA 28-13 


Gain Loss Net Avg 
D. Wynn 43 721 22 699 4 
T, Tebow E } 
P. Harvin 


Results 


Ww vs. Georgia (Wacksonville) 21-14 


at Vanderbilt 25-19 


“SOUTH CAROLINA =——17-16 


L at Auburn mt 11-21 D 


Ww at Florida State 21-14 


Wows. Arkansas (Sec chanpionsbip/tinta) 38-28 


fndividual Stats | 


Sacks: D0. H ‘ ¢ 
Tackles for loss: D. Harvey 1 


BCS Championship (Glendale, Az) 
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ANDRE CALDWELL 


The Gators are limited at linebacker. 
Sophomores Dustin Doe and Brandon 
Spikes played a lot last season and inherit the 
starting spots. Redshirt sophomore Ryan 
Stamper and redshirt freshman A.J. Jones, as 
well as a few true freshmen, will play, too. 

Because of the linebacker situation, 
the Gators will play a lot of nickel. Only 
two spots have been settled: sophomore 
Markihe Anderson at one cornerback and 
senior Tony Joiner, the only other return- 


ing starter, at strong safety. 


Sophomore Wondy Pierre-Louis, jun- 
ior Markus Manson (who moved from 
running back in the spring) and freshman 
Joe Haden (one of nine early enrollees) 
are in the mix to start at corner. 

Kyle 


All-American Reggie Nelson at free safe- 


Senior Jackson _ replaces 
ty. Jackson started 12 games in his first 
two seasons, but was relegated to a back- 
up last season. He started the first six 
games of 2005, but struggled and was 
eventually replaced by Nelson. 

Nelson intercepted six passes last sea- 
son and was responsible for at least half of 
cornerback Ryan Smith’s team-high eight 
interceptions. He allowed UF to play just 
one safety and walk Joiner closer to the 
line of scrimmage in run support, a luxu- 


ry the Gators won't have in 2007. 


The Gators have a solid punt and kick- 
off returner in sophomore Brandon 
James, a 5-6, 178-pound jitterbug who 
averaged 18.2 yards per kickoff return 
and 11.0 yards per punt return. 

He gives the Gators a legitimate touch- 
down threat at both spots, something 
they have lacked the past four seasons. 
His 77-yard return against Western 
Carolina was UF’s first punt return for a 
touchdown since 2000. 

Fifth-year senior Joey Ijjas has a slight 
lead over junior Jonathan Phillips in the 
placekicking battle entering fall practice. 
Neither was very consistent in the spring, 
but Ijjas did make a 60-yarder during the 


spring game. 


me BEST 


| the spring game he can be 


battled a hamstring injury 
» throughout the season, but 


& 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


There was some concem 
about how good a passer he 
would be, but he showed in 


efficient and productive: 
17 of 27, 216 yards, three 
TDs, no interceptions. ... The 
offense will have more of the 
option element than it did 
the past two seasons with 


| pure passer Chris Leak, and Tebow excels at reading 


the defense on option plays. ... Was UF's second- 
leading rusher last season (469 yards, eight TDs). 
His 5.3 per-carry average was better than the 
Gators’ top two running backs. ... Completed 22 of 
33 passes for 358 yards and five touchdowns and 
threw only one pick for a 201.73 passer rating. 


EMERGING STAR 
The sophomore speedster 


he was finally healthy the 
final five games. His totals 
in that span: 23 catches for 
256 yards and one touch- 
down, 19 carries for 
233 yards and three touch- 
downs. ... He had the best P 
game of his career against Arkansas in the SEC 
Championship game: six rushes for 105 yards and 
one touchdown, and five catches for 62 yards and 
one TD. . . . Selected the SEC's Freshman of the 
Year by the media and the coaches. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


There are plenty. of spots 
open in the secondary, and 
Haden earned one with an 
outstanding spring. He was 
one of nine signees who 
enrolled in January, and he 
quickly worked his way into 
the top six rotation at 
defensive back..... He was 
Rivals.com’s third-ranked 
athlete prospect after throwing for 2,783 yards 
and 38 touchdowns and rushing for 899 yards 
and 13 touchdowns as a senior at Fort 
Washington (Md.) Friendly High School. . . - 
Played receiver for one quarter as a senior, 
catching five passes for 143 yards and two TDs. 
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Player Profile 


CORNELIUS INGRAM 


Switch from QB 
Was for the Best 


When Cornelius Ingram looked at 
himself, he saw a quarterback. 
Florida coach Urban Meyer saw 
a matchup nightmare at tight end. 
Those opposing views clashed for 
a while and nearly ended Ingram’s 
career in Gainesville, but now both are 
happy — Meyer because he has an 
additional playmaker on offense, and 
Ingram because he may have found 
his route to professional football. 
“I'm real happy,” Ingram said. 
“I can’t even explain it. Coach gave 
me some opportunities to make some 
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plays, and I just try to take advantage 
of it as much as possible.” 

Ingram caught 30 passes for 
380 yards and one touchdown as 
a hybrid receiver/tight end in 2006, 
the first season since youth football 
that he didn’t play quarterback. The 
6-4, 221-pound redshirt junior was his 
best in the latter part of the season, 
catching 20 passes for 280 yards in 
Florida’s final five games. 

Only receiver Percy Harvin 
(23 catches) had more receptions in 
that span of games. Florida coaches 
expect the same kind of production 
this season even though the Gators 
have a glut of talent at receiver, head- 
lined by Harvin and Andre Caldwell. 

“Last season was really his first sea- 
son playing receiver, so you didn’t get 
to see what he could do until later in 
the year until he became comfortable 
at the position,” offensive coordinator 
Dan Mullen said. “CI is going to be 
a huge part of our offense.” 

Ingram was almost not a part of the 
football program at all. He was contem- 
plating transferring at the end of the 
2005 regular season because he was — 
at best — UF's third-string quarterback 
behind Chris Leak and freshman back- 
up Josh Portis. When Meyer moved him 
to tight end during Outback Bowl prac- 
tices, Ingram decided to transfer. 

It took a late-night visit from Meyer, 
co-defensive coordinator Charlie 
Strong and defensive back Vernell 
Brown to Ingram at his home in near- 
by Hawthorne, Fla., to convince 
Ingram to stay. 

“He was gone,” Meyer said. “It was 
unbelievable that he stayed. ... He'll 
play on the next level if he keeps 
improving.” 

That wasn’t a possibility had Ingram 
remained a quarterback. But now, 
because he’s too big for defensive backs 
to handle and too fast for linebackers, 
he has a chance at a pro career. 

“I'm glad I made the position 
change,” Ingram said. “I’m having fun, 
trying to make plays, trying to learn 
everything.” 


True freshman Chas Henry will be 
given every chance to win the punting 
job. The Gators will have to find 


a walkon if Henry fails. 


The schedule sets up nicely for a team 
that needs some time to develop. 

Most of the Gators’ tougher games are 
in Gainesville (Tennessee, Auburn, Florida 
State), and the road trips are to Mississippi, 
LSU, Kentucky and South Carolina. 

Florida has won seven games in a row 
over rivals Tennessee, Georgia and FSU, 
dating to a 20-13 victory over the 
Seminoles in Tallahassee in Ron Zook’s 
final game. The Gators have won 13 con- 
secutive home games, dating to a 24-21 
loss to LSU on Oct. 9, 2004. 

Perhaps the most intriguing game will 
be on Nov. 10, when the Gators will 
make their second trip to Columbia, 
S.C., to face former coach Steve Spurrier. 
The Gamecocks have become a legiti- 
mate factor in the Eastern Division. 

Eight opponents played in bowl games 
last season. 


— Michael DiRocco 


SCHEDULE 


' Sept. 1 WESTERN KENTUCKY 

Sept. 8 TROY 
Sept. 15 TENNESSEE 

- Sept. 22 at Ole Miss 

“Sept.29. = AUBURN 

Oct. 6 at LSU 

“ Oct. 20 at Kentucky ~ 


fe Eee pe Le eee 
Oct. 27 vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 
—--————_—— 


Nov. 3 VANDERBILT 
Nov. 10 at South Carolina 
“Nov.17 “FLORIDA ATLANTIC > 
“Nov.24 —«~FLORIDASTATE > 
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WATERFORD CRYSTAL 
SALUTES THE 
2006 - 2007 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
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Go Gators! 
When you’re hot you're hot! 
Bromberg's and Waterford Crystal commemorate the Florida Gators 
championship football and basketball seasons with these beautiful crystal keepsakes. 


*Bromberg’s 


Visa, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover accepted. Order at www.brombergs.com 
or call 1-800-633-4616 Monday - Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time. 


GEORGIA 


{ 


RETURNING STARTERS | Be 
beet of loffense, 4 iserenses Sea 


"PLAYERS TO WATCH . 4 
QB Matthew Stafford, RB Kregg Lumpkin, 
_ RB Knowshon Moreno, WR Sean Bailey, 
WR Mohamed Massaquoi, DT Jeff Owens, 
_CB Paul Oliver, S Kelin Johnson — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


_ Matthew Stafford now has experience to 
"go with tremendous raw skills, and there's 


the secondary. PK Brandon Coutu 
} is one of the best 1 in the country. 


"PO TEN TIAL PROBLEMS 


college transfers and freshmen and is _ 
_ unproven in the SEC. There's not much 
experience in the defensive front seven, 
especially at end. 


C Nick: Jones, 0G Daniel ieote 
_ DE Quentin Moses, DE Charles Johnson, 
IB Bone, Taylor: LB Jarvis Jackson 


ine 


“The Dogs should bounce back as a Top 10 
contender, But they will need some breaks 
- to win the brutal SEC East. This is essen- 
tially a young team that could be a year 
away from winning the SEC and compet- 
ing for a national title. 
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"dey th. and talent at RB. The DL is strong 
e middle. There's speed at linebacker : 


“The offensive lines was rebuilt with junior : 


Stafford Should Take Control in Sophomore Season 


M*: Richt, entering his seventh sea- 
son as a head coach, has been mak- 
ing some adjustments. 

For the first time in 14 seasons, includ- 
ing his last seven at Florida State, Richt is 
not serving as an offensive coordinator. 
He finally turned those duties over to 
Mike Bobo — officially starting with last 
season's bowl game against Virginia Tech 
— so he could devote more time to the 
entire team and coaching staff. 

Richt discovered something refreshing 
in his first spring as an overseer. 

“Every single play,” Richt said, “some- 
body was getting coached, somebody was 
getting taught.” 

The need for teaching has never been 
greater in Richt’s tenure. The Bulldogs 
are breaking in a re-tooled offensive line 
— all the way down to a new scheme and 
new coach — as well as an almost over- 
Their 


quarterback is still a babe by SEC stan- 


hauled front seven on defense. 


dards. Oh, and their punter just might be 
a true freshman. 

Even many of the veteran starters have 
little or no experience playing every down 
in the rigorous SEC. 

“We've got a lot to learn,” Richt said. 
“You would think that we're going to get 
better as we go.” 

As always, Richt is quietly confident. 
Georgia is the only school in the SEC 
that has produced five consecutive top 10 
recruiting classes. 

“Last year, we redshirted four defen- 
sive ends, three linebackers and two 
safeties. Some very good football play- 
ers,” Richt said. 


“On the negative side, they certainly 
don’t know what they're doing a lot of 
times. You can be fast, but don’t necessar- 
ily play fast if you don’t know what you're 
doing.” 

One player who now knows what he’s 
doing is quarterback Matthew Stafford. 
A year ago, Stafford was locked in a four- 
way battle for playing time as a true 
freshman. Now he’s locked in as the 
undisputed starter and even one of the 
team leaders. 

“He was trying to learn what to do and 
trying to just fit in,” Richt said. 

“He got so much attention coming in, 
and he didn’t necessarily like the atten- 
tion. He wanted to earn the respect of his 
teammates, and | think he did. Now, he’s 
the starter and I think everybody expects 
him to be the leader.” 


OFFENSE 


The Bulldogs are deep in skill position 
players, right down to fullback Brannan 
Southerland, of whom Richt said, “I can’t 
imagine there being a better fullback in 
the United States of America.” 

What might be even nicer is that Richt 
has a sophomore quarterback who just 
might rewrite every passing record in 
Bulldog history. Matthew Stafford threw 
13 interceptions last season, but just one 
in the final three games — against 
Auburn, Georgia Tech and Virginia Tech. 

Tailback is so crowded that Danny 
Ware skipped his senior year and opted 
for the NFL draft — despite seldom 
starting in college. Senior 


Kregg 
Lumpkin appears finally fully recovered 
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from a knee injury from three years ago. 
He had two 100-yard games and led the 
team with 798 yards rushing last year. 
“As the season went along, you could 
tell he was more confident,” Richt said. 
“He doesn't even think about his knee 
any more.” 
Thomas another senior, 
should be recovered from a torn ACL. 
But the most exciting runner might be 
redshirt freshman Knowshon Moreno. 
He lived up to his hype by rushing for 
two touchdowns in the spring game and 


Brown, 


making people miss on several runs. 
“Knowshon is very quick. He’s got 
good game speed,” Richt said. “He 
tends to be able to get through some 
very small cracks.” 
Stafford will have plenty of receiving 
targets. Tripp Chandler appears ready to 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 127.4 ypg rushing (7th SEC/71st NCAA), 184.4 ypg passing (Sth/79th), 311.8 ypg total offense (10th/90th), 25.2 ppg (7th/S3rd) 


QB Matthew Stafford” So. 
RB Kregg Lumpkin” Sr. 
FB Brannan Southerland’ Jr. 
WR Sean Bailey Sr. 
Mohamed Massaquoi” Jr. 
TE Tripp Chandler dr. 
LT Trinton Sturdivant —_—Fr. 
LG Chris Davis Fr. 
C Fernando Velasco" _Sr. 
RG Scott Haverkamp Jr. 
RT Chester Adams* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Improved every game as true freshman. 

More effective when his playing time increased. 
Probably best fullback in the SEC. 

Completely recovered from knee surgery. 

Moves inside with Bailey's return. 

Had a great spring practice and is ready to shine. 
True freshman opened eyes in spring as early enrollee. 
Learned the offense as a redshirt last season. 
Suddenly the elder statesman on the line. 
Outperformed the other junior college imports. 
Started 11 games at guard last season. 


Joe Cox, So, 

K. Moreno, Fr., T. Brown, Sr. 
Jason Johnson, Sr. 
Kenneth Harris, Jr. 
A.J. Bryant, Sr.* 
NaDerris Ward, Fr. 
Vince Vance, So. 
Tanner Strickland, Fr. 
Kevin Perez, Fr. 
Micky White, Fr. 
Justin Anderson, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


DE Marcus Howard Sr. 
NT Kade Weston $0. 
DT _ Jeff Owens* Jr. 
DE — Roderick Battle So. 
LB Brandon Miller Sr. 
LB Dannell Ellerbe Jf. 
LB Darius Dewberry So. 
CB Bryan Evans So. 
CB Paul Oliver* Sr. 
RV Kelin Johnson* Sr. 
FS CJ Byrd Jr. 


“Returning starter 


continue the succession of big-play tight 
ends. Sean Bailey's return from a knee 
injury gives the Dogs a deep threat. 

Mohamed Massaquoi caught 68 passes 
in his first two seasons, but needs to 
become more dependable. They have 
moved him inside to flanker to get him 
on the field with Bailey. Kenneth Harris, 
A.J. Bryant, Mikey Henderson and Kris 
Durham have all contributed. Redshirt 
freshman Tony Wilson has demonstrated 
that he needs to play. 

Still, much depends on the rebuilt line. 
Center Fernando Velasco and right tackle 
Chester Adams are the only returning 
starters, and both played guard last year. 
The left side consists of two freshmen — 
Trinton Sturdivant at tackle and Chris 
Davis at guard. 

Scott Haverkamp, one of four junior 


2006 stats: 108.2 ypg rushing (3rd SEC, 27th NCAA), 150.0 ypg passing (2nd/Sth), 258.2 ypg total defense (3rd/8th), 17.6 ppg (4th/20th) 
At 220 pounds, a lightweight for the position. 
Freshman All-American clogs up the middle. 
Ready to become a dominant lineman. 

Might be the sleeper of the new starters. 
Could be an All-SEC performer. 

$o-so spring performance, but is experienced. 
Played in all 11 games as a freshman. 

Broke up six passes in four starts last year. 

A playmaker, but has to be more consistent. 
Ferocious hitter has developed into a leader. 
Experienced, but in a battle for starting job. 


Michael Lemon, Fr. 
Geno Atkins, So. 
Tripp Taylor, So. 
Demarcus Dobbs, Fr. 
Marcus Washington, Jr. 
Akeem Hebron, Fr. 
Akeem Dent, Fr. 
Ramarcus Brown, Jr.* 
Asher Allen, So. 
Quintin Banks, Fr. 
Reshad Jones, Fr. 


college/prep school signees brought in to 
add depth and competition on the line, 
played the best at right guard in the spring. 


DEFENSE 


The defensive front seven is untested. 
Tackle Jeff Owens is the only returning 
full-time starter. Gone are All-SEC ends 
Charles Johnson and Quentin Moses. 
Gone are linebackers Tony Taylor — uni- 
versally considered the heart of the 
defense — Danny Verdun-Wheeler and 
Jarvis Jackson. 

Even some of the “veterans” have scant 
experience. Kade Weston started six 
games at tackle and Brandon Miller start- 
ed five games at strongside and weakside 
linebacker, in both cases filling in for 
injured starters. Miller has moved inside 
to Taylor's old middle linebacker spot. 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2007 


Jarius Wynn, DE/OT 

The nation’s top-ranked junior college defensive lineman had offers 
from programs throughout the country before singing with his child- 
hood favorite. The 6-5, 275-pounder is versatile and could play end or 
tackle this season. 


ros 


Corvey Irvin, DE 
Some close to the Georgia Military program believed that Irvin was 
ry actually better than his more highly-regarded teammate, Wynn. Irvin 


# "| could see some time defensively as a three-technique tackle during 
| the season. 


¥) Caleb King, RB 
+} While the Bulldogs will have plenty of running backs on their roster 


barring anything unforeseen. King is skilled enough to factor into the 
4 return game and also play slot receiver. 


ZF SIEMLONMEPR?S GF MifPPFILT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


ANDERSON, Justin 06 6-5,320 oooo Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated the No. 7 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


BALL, Neland DE 66,216 oooo Jackson, GA Jackson 
Rated the No. 16 weakside defensive end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 19 player in Georgia. 


BOLING, Clint Ot 65,261 ooo Alpharetta, GA Chattahoochee 
Rated the No. 25 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 30 offensive 
tackle in America by Rivals.com. 


BUTLER, Drew K 60,196 oo 


Selected Georgia over Duke and Wake Forest. 


Suwanee, GA Peachtree Ridge 


CUFF, Vance CB 511,170 coe Moultrie, GA Colquitt Co. 
Rated as the No. 24 cornerback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 23 
player in Georgia. 


CURRAN, Rennine 1B 2-10,2022 ooo Snellville, GA Brookwood 
Rated as the No. 18 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 11 inside 
linebacker. 


FIGGINS, Bruce TE 6-4,238 ooo Columbus, GA Shaw 
Rated as the No. 17 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 31 player 
in Georgia. 


GRAY, Logan 


QB 6-2,185 cooo Columbia,M0 Rock Bridge 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 4 player in Missouri by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 10 dual-threat quarterback in America. 


HARDEN, Ben 0G 6-4, ooo Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 34 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


HAVERKAMP, Scott OG 65,298 ooo  ElDorado, KS Butler Co. CC 


Rated as the No. 63 junior college player in America. 


HILL, Walter WR 6-5,200 ooo Gainesville, GA East Hall 
Rated the No. 21 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 36 wide receiver 
in America. 


HOUSTON, Justin DE 6-3,228 ©OO©  Stateshoro,GA Stateshoro 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 11 weakside defensive end in America by 
Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 13 player in Georgia. 


THE SLEEPER 


Hill originally gave a verbal commit- 
ment to Dennis Felton and the 
Bulldogs basketball program before 
deciding to attend UGA as a football 
prospect. The 6-5, 200-pound leaper 
has the athletic ability to develop into a 
unique weapon in the passing game 
for offensive coordinator Mike Bobo 
and quarterback Matthew Stafford. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 9 


©2OGASB (TEENS 


The Bulldogs have a huge need at defensive 
tackle and are expected to sign 3-4 prospects at 
that position in next year's class. That's a good 
thing, considering there are multiple high-end 
prospects at that position in the state of Georgia 
for the Class of 2008, including Statesboro's 
DeAngelo Tyson, who already has committed to 


the Bulldogs. 
— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomeTown ScHooL 


IRVIN, Corvey DE 6-4,275 ©©©© Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military 


Rated as the No. 33 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


KING, Caleb RB 5-11, 186 © © © © Norcross, GA Greater Atlanta Christian 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 4 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Rated as 
the No. 8 running back in America. 


KNOX, John S$ 62,191 ooo Stateshoro,GA Statesboro 
Rated as the No. 48 safety in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 33 player in 
Georgia. 


LITTLE, Chris 06 65,342 oooo Jeffersonville, GA Twiggs Co. 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 11 offensive guard in America by Rivals.com. 
... Rated as the No. 17 player in Georgia. 


STRICKLAND, Tanner 06 6-4,315 ooo Nashville, GA Berrien Co. 
Rated as the No. 24 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 23 offensive 
guard in America. 


STURDIVANT, Trinton  OG6-4,280 oooc Watleshoro, NC Anson 
Rated as the No. 12 player in North Carolina by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 14 
offensive guard in America. 


TROUPE, Israel WR 6-0,200 cooo Tifton, GA Tift Co. 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 15 wide receiver in America by Rivals.com. ... 
Rated as the No. 9 player in Georgia. 


VANCE, Vince OT 6-7,300 ooo Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military 


Rated as the No. 74 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


WHITE, Aron TE 64,213 ceoee Columbia,MO Rock Bridge 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 1 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 1 player in Missouri. 


WHITE, Charler 
Rated as the No. 19 player in South Carolina by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 49 
outside linebacker in America. 


LB O5-11,209 ooo Blythewood, SC Blythewood 


WYNN, Jarius DT 6-5,275 ooo Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military 


Rated as the No. 6 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 
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CHESTER ADAMS 
ASHER ALLEN 
JUSTIN ANDERSON 

56 GENO ATKINS 

93 _ ANDY BAILEY 

4 SEAN BAILEY 

10 DONAVON BALDWIN 
QUINTIN BANKS 
BLAKE BARNES 
RODERICK BATTLE 
BENJAMIN BOYD 
RAMARCUS BROWN 
THOMAS BROWN 
A.J. BRYANT 


BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr.CLass HomeTown 


RG 6-4 


320 Sr 


Luverne, AL 


BC 5-10 180 So Tucker 


RT 6-5 


320 Fr 


Ocilla 


DI 6-1 282 So Pembroke Pines, FL 


PK 6-2 
FLK 6-1 


220 Sr 
176 Sr 


Athens, TN 
Alpharetta 


FS 6-2 190 So Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


SS 6-2 
QB 6-3 
DE 6-4 
WLB 6-1 
CB 5-11 
TB 5-8 
FLK 6-2 


197 Fr 
230 Jr 
256 So 


Wamer Robins 
Baldwyn, MS 
Atlanta, GA 
Thomasville 
East Point 
Tucker 

Fort Valley 


C.J. BYRD 

TRIPP CHANDLER 
SHAUN CHAPAS 
ANTAVIOUS COATES 
BRANDON COUTU 
JOE COX 

RICARDO CRAWFORD 
PERCIE CROFFIE 
CHRIS DAVIS 

JOSH DAVIS 
JONATHAN DELAUREAL 
AKEEM DENT 
DARIUS DEWBERRY 
DEMARCUS DOBBS 
KRIS DURHAM 
DANNELL ELLERBE 
BRYAN EVANS 
JUSTIN FIELDS 
THOMAS FLOWERS 
BO FOWLER 
ROWDY FRANCIS 


FS 6-2 
TE 6-6 
6-2 
6-4 
6-0 
6-1 
6-1 
6-0 
6-4 
6-6 
6-2 
6-2 
6-3 
DE 6-2 
SE 6-5 
WLB 6-1 
CB 5-11 
LB 6-1 
CB 5-10 
SN 6-2 
FS 5-10 


201 


N. Augusta, SC 
Woodstock 

St. Augustine, FL 
Greenwood, SC 
Lawrenceville 
Charlotte, NC 
Fair Bluff, NC 
Athens 
Jefferson 
Jayess, MS 

New Orleans, LA 
Atlanta 

Ft. Valley 
Savannah 
Calhoun 
Hamlet, NC 
Jacksonville, FL 
Savannah 
Austell 

Union Point 
San Antonio, TX 


DARRYL GAMBLE 
T.J. GARTRELL 
CHRIS GAUNDER 


MLB 6-2 
SE 6-1 
WLB 6-0 


240 
183 
220 


Bainbridge 
Lithonia 
Acworth 


DEMARCUS GIBSON 
CHAD GLOER 
DEMIKO GOODMAN 


CB 6-0 
DB 6-0 
FLK 6-2 


193 
191 
190 Jr 


Augusta 
Fayetteville 
Newnan 


ANDREW GULLY 
KENNETH HARRIS 
SCOTT HAVERKAMP 


DE 6-4 
SE 6-3 
RG 6-4 


270 So 
205 Jr 
310 Jr 


AKEEM HEBRON 
MIKEY HENDERSON 
JEFF HENSON 
MARCUS HOWARD 
CORVEY IRVIN 


WLB 6-1 
FLK 5-10 
SN 6-3 
6-2 
6-4 


220 Fr 
150 Sr 
254 Sr 
220 Sr 
286 Jr 


WES JACOBS 


6-2 


250 So 


Vienna, VA 
Cherryville, NC 
Silver Lake, KS 
Gaithersburg, MD 
Buford 
Gainesville 
Huger, SC 
Augusta 

Cordele 


ANDREW JOHNSON 
JASON JOHNSON 


6-0 
5-9 


195 Fr 
203 Sr 


K. Lumpkin 


D. Ware 
T. Brown 
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Athens 
Chicago, 


| 
Johnson 


Pos. Hr. Wr.CLass HomeTown 


KELIN JOHNSON 
RESHAD JONES 
EVAN KOBIALKA FLK 5-10 
CHARLES KRAUTH LB 6-1 
MITCHELL LANE TE 6-5 
MICHAEL LEMON DL 6-5 
JEREMY LOMAX DE 6-4 
KREGG LUMPKIN TB 6-1 
JUSTIN LYLES DT 6-2 
MOHAMED MASSAQUOI SE 6-2 
BRANDON MILLER MLB 6-4 
PRINCE MILLER CB 5-8 
BRIAN MIMBS P 5-11 
MICHAEL MOORE SE 6-2 
KNOWSHON MORENO TB 5-11 
TAYLOR MOSS LB 6-1 
FRED MUNZENMAIER FB 6-2 
ERICK MURPHY P 6-2 
CASEY NICKELS DE 6-4 
PAUL OLIVER CB 6-0 
JEFF OWENS DT 6-3 
KEVIN PEREZ C 6-3 
MITCHELL PITTMAN LB 6-2 
JEFF POTTERBAUM LB 6-4 
IAN SMITH C 6-3 
BRANNAN SOUTHERLAND FB 6-0 
ALEX SPEIGHT LG 6-1 
VERNON SPELLMAN FLK 6-1 
MATTHEW STAFFORD QB 6-3 
22 BO STANSELL PK 6-0 
54 TANNER STRICKLAND LG 6-5 
77 TRINTON STURDIVANT LB 6-5 
65 WILL SULLIVAN LB 6-1 
98 TRIPP TAYLOR DT 6-1 
92 _KIANTE TRIPP DE 6-6 
72 VINCE VANCE RT 6-8 
75 FERNANDO VELASCO LG 6-4 
81 NADERRIS WARD TE 6-5 
44 MARCUS WASHINGTON MLB 6-0 
48 TOMMY WATKINS WLB 6-1 
84 COLEMAN WATSON TE 6-6 253 Sr Atlanta 
91 KADE WESTON DT 6-5 315 So Red Bank, NJ 
73 MICKY WHITE RT_6-3 320 Fr__Loganville 
ANDREW WILLIAMS SS 6-0 197 Sr Blairsville 
PATRICK WILLIAMS LB 6-1 222 Sr Athens 
TAYLOR WILLIAMS DB 5-10 167 So Watkinsville 
JOSH WILLIS SN 6-1 231 So 
BEN WILSON PK 6-0 204 Jr 
TONY WILSON FLK 5-11 198 Fr 
BRANDON WOOD DE 6-1 275 Fr 
JARIUS WYNN DE 6-5 275 Jr 


SS 6-1 
FS 6-2 


194 Sr 
194 Fr 
180 Jr 
223 Jr 
221 Fr 
221 Fr 
233 Jr 
222 Sr 
289 Sr 
198 Jr 
257 St 
182 So 
205 Jr 
191 So 
207 Fr 
220 Sr 
243 Fr 
180 Fr 
246 Fr 
201 Sr 
292 Jr 
274 Fr 
210 Jr 
223 So 
295 So 
240 Jr 
286 Fr 
184 So 
237 So 
210 Fr 
318 Fr 
286 Fr 
215 Fr 
258 So 
272 Fr 
330 So 
328 Sr 
255 Fr 
245 Jr 
210 So 


Daytona Beach, FL 
Atlanta 

Buford 

Marietta 


Columbus 
Lizella 
Jonesboro 
Lithonia 
Macon 
Charlotte, NC 
Colquitt 


Duncan, SC 
Dublin 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Belford, NJ 
Columbus 
Norcross 
Fayetteville 
Tignall 
Kennesaw 
Sunrise, FL 
Miami, FL 
Lyons 
Fayetteville 
Cartersville 
Dacula 
Pinehurst 
Marietta 
Dallas, TX 
Watkinsville 
Nashville 
Wadesboro, NC 
Calhoun 
Woodstock 
Atlanta 


Hinesville 


Wrens 
Oakland, CA 
Keysville 
Statesboro 


Americus 

Lilbum 

Daytona Beach, FL 
Buchanan 


Lincolnton 


TD Long 
3 46 
TD Long Yds/G 
6 26 61.4 
3 41 27.2 
1 24 366 


Yds/6 


35.4 
30.5 
8.9 


K. John: 
, P. 
R 


Results 


NOTEBOOK 


he promotion of Mike Bobo to offensive coor- 

dinator and hiring of Stacey Searels prompt- 
ed changes on the offensive line. The coaching 
staff scrapped the old system of “quick” and 
“tight” sides and returned to a traditional left- 
side, right-side alignment. 

Head coach Mark Richt said the change was 
logical at this time, given the personnel turnover 
and the new coaches. 

“If we had a bunch of fifth-year seniors who 
were used to the old system, it would have been 
a little more difficult,” he said. 

The change adds significance to the fact that 
left tackle — considered the most important 
position in terms of protecting a righthanded 
quarterback — will be manned by a true fresh- 
man, Trinton Sturdivant. Sturdivant took advan- 
tage of junior college transfer Vince Vance’s 
missed time in spring to gain the coaches’ con- 
fidence. 

© Richt credited the early enrollment of five 
offensive linemen with being able to solidify 
both lines. 

Sturdivant and Tanner Strickland graduated 
high school early and enrolled. Junior college 
transfers Vance and Scott Havercamp, plus prep 
school transfer Justin Anderson, also partici- 
pated in spring. Havercamp emerged as the 
starting right guard. 

© Searels’ hire was the latest in the curious 
series of Georgia-Auburn personnel swaps. 
Searels was an All-American at Auburn, where he 
was a teammate of Dogs defensive line coach 
and recruiting coordinator Rodney Garner. 

© Receiver Sean Bailey was among many 
impressed with redshirt freshman running back 
Knowshon Moreno. 

“He's just an incredible athlete,” Bailey said. 
“He's one of the hardest workers we've got. He's 
one of those guys who gets the whole team fired 
up with his enthusiasm and his play.” 

© With quarterback Matthew Stafford the 
undisputed starter, two other veterans flew 
under the radar while showing vast improvement 
in the spring. Joe Cox and Blake Barnes each 
threw a touchdown pass in the spring game and 
looked much more comfortable running the 
offense. 

e Kickers often feel underappreciated, but 
Richt was unequivocal in his praise for Brandon 
Coutu. “I think he’s good enough to win the 
national (Lou Groza) award,” Richt said. 


(9-4, 4-4) 
Ww WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Ww UAB 3 
Ww COLORADO 14-13 
Ww at Ole Miss 14-9 


PT renessee isan 


w at Aubu 37-15 
Ww GEORGIA TECH 


15-12 
vs Virginia Tech 24 
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Marcus Howard, who takes over at one 
end, is a fifth-year senior who has never 
started. 

“It’s not like we have a bunch of wily 
veterans on defense,” said Richt. 

What they do have is speed at line- 
backer and bulk in the middle of the line. 
Owens appears ready to become one of the 
premier linemen in the conference. He 
had 19 quarterback pressures last season. 

Darius Dewberry pushed Dannell 
Ellerbe, who had a less than outstanding 
spring, at weakside linebacker. Redshirt 


freshman Akeem Dent could start on the 
strong side. 

The Dogs have experience in the sec- 
ondary. Senior Kelin Johnson and junior 
CJ Byrd are thunderous hitters at the 
safety spots. But Reshad Jones, a redshirt 
freshman, is a big-time playmaker who 
has to be on the field. 

Georgia has four proven cornerbacks 
in Asher Allen, Paul Oliver, Bryan Evans 
and Ramarcus Brown. 

Oliver is the only senior of the bunch 
and has made some clutch plays, includ- 
ing fourth-quarter interceptions against 
Mississippi and Georgia Tech. He helped 
hold Georgia Tech’s Calvin Johnson to 
two catches. Allen played impressively as 
a true freshman last year. 


Brandon Coutu missed the final seven 
regular-season games with a torn ham- 
string, but showed his importance by 
coming back and hitting three field goals 
in a 34-27 Chick-fil-A Bowl victory over 
Virginia Tech. 

When he was out, Georgia missed a 
field goal attempt against Vandy and lost 
by two. It missed two field goals and an 
extra point try in a four-point loss to 
Kentucky. So having Coutu healthy for 
his senior year is not a minor concern. 

Brian Mimbs replaced Gordon Ely- 
Kelso, a four-year starter at punter, in 
spring practice. But Mimbs will be chal- 
lenged by freshman Drew Butler, son of 
former Dogs star Kevin Butler. 

There were two indicators that the 
coaches are not sold on Mimbs. They 
gave Butler a full scholarship, and they 


at Ste St he 


to play. ... 
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Bailey Follows In 
Father’s Footsteps 


Growing up, Sean Bailey never had 
to look far for expert advice on foot- 
ball and life. His father, Stacey 
Bailey, had been through every imag- 
inable scenario on his way to a pro- 
ductive college and NFL career. 

“He runs very smooth routes and 
has sweet hands,” coach Mark Richt 
said. “He looks like he has been well 
groomed.” 

And when the younger Bailey suf- 
fered a torn ACL during bowl practice 
following the 2005 season, he again 
turned to his father for advice. 
Stacey Bailey suffered the same 
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injury early in his career with the J 


Atlanta Falcons. 
“My dad has been my guide from day 
one,” Bailey said. 


“Tt seems like everything I've been | 


through, he’s been through something 
similar. He messed up his shoulder; 
I messed up my shoulder. His Achilles’, 
my Achilles. Then his knee and my 
knee. It’s probably a skinny-guy 
thing.” 


Bailey laughed. But this time last J 


year, he was in anguish. Not from pain. 
In fact, it was just the opposite. His 
knee felt well enough for him to play. 
Seeing his fellow receivers struggle 


with numerous dropped passes only 


made sitting out harder to take. 

They combined for only four touch- 
down receptions. Mohamed Massaquoi 
led the receivers with just 30 catches 


(which also tied tight end Martrez | 


Milner for the team lead). 

“He probably could have played last 
year, but we told him if he wasn’t real- 
ly confident and 100 percent, let’s not 
play,” Richt said. 

Again, Bailey turned to his dad. 

“He just said it’s a slow process, just 


something you have to work through § 
every day,” Bailey said. “I’m fortunate | 
to have a dad who has been through it.” | 


Bailey now is glad he redshirted. He 
enjoyed a solid, if unspectacular, 


spring practice and reasserted himself | 
as the leading deep threat on the | 


team. Despite the modest individual 
production, the Dogs are deep with 
veteran receivers. But it’s clear that 
Bailey will be the leader of the pack. 

Bailey ran a 4.38-second 40-yard 
dash in the offseason. Of greater 
importance, Bailey said, is “I can make 
every single cut.” 

His career at Georgia has been qui- 
etly productive with 36 catches for 654 
yards and seven touchdowns. In 2005, 
he caught 16 passes and led the regu- 
lar players with 22.8 yards per catch. 

Better days are ahead. 


“He'll have his opportunities,” Richt 
said of a pro career. “They'll like his | 
speed and the way he comes out of his | 


breaks.” 


experimented with Coutu at punter in 
spring practice. 


Richt has not lost a non-conference 
regular-season game at Georgia, but this 
will be the most credible out-of-league 
schedule the Bulldogs have faced in 
recent years. 

They play three bowl teams — including 
a season-opener at home against Oklahoma 
State. Troy, which has battled some Top 25 
teams down to the wire, comes to Athens 
the week between the Florida and Auburn 
games. That could be a dangerous trap. And 
the third, of course, is the annual season 
finale against Georgia Tech. 

The Dogs travel to Alabama, which 
replaces Mississippi State as a West 
Division opponent. That begins a stretch 
of only one home game (Ole Miss) in six 
weeks. They must travel to Knoxville 
during that stretch. 

The only breaks are a home game 
against Western Carolina the week before 
the Alabama game and a week off before 


the showdown with Florida in 
Jacksonville. 

— Guerry Clegg 
“Sept.1 +‘ OKLAHOMA STATE © 
“Sept.8 SOUTH CAROLINA ~ 
“Sept.15 WESTERN CAROLINA — 
“Sept.22 at Alabama 
“Sept.29 OLE MISS > 
Oct. 6 at Tennessee 
“Oct-13. ==————aat Vanderbilt 


- Oct. 27 vs. Florida (Jacksonville) 


i ain 
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More Than Complete Coverage. 


Cobbs, Allen & Hall 


Based in Birmingham, Alabama, Cobbs, Allen & Hall Inc. is 
one of the largest providers of Risk Management and 
Financial Services in the Southeast. We have over 120 
years of experience, specializing in the reduction of our 
clients’ Tota/ Cost of Risk. 


Corporate Office: 115 Office Park Drive Birmingham, Alabama 35223 (205) 414-8100 
Branch Offices: Gadsden , AL @ Atlanta, GA @ Augusta, GAe Shreveport, LA @ Mobile, AL 


Visit us on the web at www.cobbsallenhall.com 


Developing innovative, cost effective solutions to. meet your 
| needs is how we will earn your business... A 


"Service after the sale is he w we earn yo petcust.. | 
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KENTUEKY WILDCATS KENTUCKY WILDE 


8-5 overall, 4-4 SEC (T-3rd, East) 


Rich Bods - At Kentucky: 17-30, aon 
A veers ‘overall: -108-139-4, 22 ‘years es i 


sa | + 


RETURNING STARTERS cus et 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Andre Woodson, WR Keenan’ Burton, i | 
TB/PR Rafael Little, LB Wesley Woodyard,. 
TE Jacob Tamme, CB Trevard Lindley, $ 
WR Dicky Lyons, DT E 


PRIMARY S TRE NG THS 


‘Witha deep and versatile group of play- | 
makers, and fabulous returners, eaten ss 
_ should'be able to put up points on just — 
about anybody. Brooks played a lot of 
youngsters in the past two seasons and 
-took some lumps for it. Now the two-deep 
is stocked with juniors and seniors, 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 5 
"New defensive coordinator Steve Brown 
will try to spark a unit that has been 
among the nation’s worst the past two - 
seasons. Injuries and suspensions left 
UK with a patchwork offensive line in 
‘spring practice; things will need to shore — 
‘up in order for the offense to teach its 
full potential = Lila 


DE Durrell White, DT Lamar Mills, 
_SN Jason Dickerson 


_ Coming | off its most successful season in 
ee yeats, the Wildcats are hungry for 1 more 
Nonkeet the Cats inthe past will be more 
alert in 2007. Five wins appears to be a 
given. Getting that sixth win — and bowl 
eligibility — could be tougher, but it’s cer- 
tainly doable. A home win over Louisville 
on Sept: 15 would be a nice place to start. 
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“47; 7 offense, 8 defense, punter, kicker 


C Matt McCutchan, OT Michael Aitcheson, 


KENTUCKY 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit kentucky.rivals.com 
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Explosive ‘Cats Speed Toward Back-to-Back Bowls 


es, Kentucky ended a seven-year 

bowl drought with its appearance in 
the Music City Bowl last December. But 
it turned out to be far more than just 
another bowl game for the historically 
downtrodden program. 

Over 50,000 Wildcat fans made the 
short trek to Nashville, turning LP Field 
into a sea of blue. More importantly, 
the Cats knocked off Clemson and did 
it with style, showing an explosive 
offense and a creative game plan that 
featured a game-turning fake punt in 
the second quarter. 

It was the program's first bowl win in 
22 years and capped a wildly successful 
season by Kentucky standards. UK 
reached the eight-win plateau for just the 
fourth time since Paul “Bear” Bryant left 
town in 1953, and picked up a win over 
perennial SEC power Georgia. 

Now, coach Rich Brooks has some- 
thing he hasn't had since arriving in 
The 


Wildcats return 17 starters, have an 


Lexington in 2003: momentum. 
eight-game home schedule, and will have 
a full complement of 85 scholarship play- 
ers for the first time since 2001. Brooks 
also was given a contract extension after 
the season. 

While the Music City Bowl was 
a feel-good experience for a program 
badly in need of one, Brooks knows it’s 
time to put it in the rear-view mirror. 
After the team received its bowl rings 
following the Blue/White Spring Game, 
Brooks said: 

“That was the last piece of goodies 
they get from that experience, and that 


should end that experience, because now 
we have to move forward. And we can't 
move forward while looking back.” 

Indeed, skeptics will be watching to 
see if 2006 was an aberration or if the 
Wildcats really have turned the corner. 
Brooks, who spent 18 seasons at Oregon, 
knows first-hand the peaks and valleys of 
rebuilding a program. 

“We can’t feel like we've arrived yet,” 
Brooks said. 

“We have to do it on a consistent basis. 
We need to keep going to bowl games, 
and we need to continue to try to beat the 
teams that Kentucky hasn't historically 
beaten. You can have a good team for 
a season. To have a good program, you 
need to do it more than one season.” 

Kentucky players say that while they 
have a newfound swagger after last year’s 
success, they still remain grounded and 
motivated. 

“T think what happened last year will 
definitely carry over to this year,” said 
“We 
worked harder than we've ever worked 


senior receiver Keenan Burton. 


in the offseason. Most of the guys here 
know what it feels like to lose, and 
none of us want to go back to that feel- 
ing again.” 


OFFENSE 


The strength of the team lies on 
offense as the Wildcats return their deep- 
est and most talented set of skill players 
since quarterback Tim Couch and receiv- 
er Craig Yeast donned the blue and white 
nearly a decade ago. 

Senior quarterback Andre Woodson 
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enjoyed a breakthrough in 2006, as he 
completed 63 percent of his passes for 
3,515 yards with an exceptional 31-to-7 
touchdown-to-interception ratio. 


“Andre’s one of the top quarterbacks in 
the country,” said coordinator Joker 
Phillips. “He’s always had the physical 
ability, but he matured so much on and 
off the field last year.” 

Kentucky returns most of the other 
key components that produced the SEC’s 
best passing attack last season. 

Senior receiver Keenan Burton returns 
after leading the league in touchdown 
receptions, and junior Dicky Lyons made 
teams pay for doubling Burton with 
50 catches for 822 yards and nine TDs. 
Senior tight end Jacob Tamme earned 
first-team All-SEC honors, and senior 
receiver Steve Johnson came on late in the 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


COMMENT 


2006 stats: $8.6 ypg rushing (12th in SEC/101st in NCAA), 276.7 yg passing (1st/8th), 375.3 ypg total offense (5th/31st), 26.7 ppg (Sth/43rd) 


STARTER 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB AndreWoodson* = Sr. _Has record streak of 162 passes without a pick. Mike Hartline, Fr. 
RB Rafael Little* Sr. Triple threat: can run, catch and return punts. Tony Dixon, Jr. 

FB John Conner So.  Hard-nosed walk-on a dependable blocker. Maurice Grinter, So. 
WR Keenan Burton* Sr. Third 1,000-yard receiver in school history. Steve Johnson, Sr. 
WR _ Dicky Lyons* Jr. Emerged as big-play threat with nine touchdowns. DeMoreo Ford, Jr. 
TE Jacob Tamme* Sr. Creates mismatches against linebackers. T.C. Drake, So. 

LT Garry Williams* Jr. Voted best lineman by coaches. James Alexander, Jr. 


LG Christian Johnson* dr. 


12-game starter missed spring to work on grades. 


Jess Beets, Jr. 


C Eric Scott Sr. 


Athletic ex-tight end expected to blossom. 


Jorge Gonzalez, So. 


RG Jason Leger Sr. 


Undersized but sturdy and tough. 


Sefo Blaylock, So. 


RT Justin Jeffries So. 


“Returning starter 


Showed flashes as a true freshman reserve. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 184.5 ypg rushing (12th in SEC/108th in NCAA), 268.9 ypg passing (12th/118th), 453.4 ypg total defense (12th/118th), 28.4 ppg (12th/99th) 


Josh Winchell, Jr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 

DE Jeremy Jarmon* So. Picked up four sacks in last four games. J.D. Craigman, Sr. 
DT Corey Peters So. Started two games as a true frosh in ‘07. Travis Day, Sr. 

DT Myron Pryor* Jr. Has shown flashes of dominance. Ricky Lumpkin, Fr. 


DE Nii Adjei Oninku Jr. 


Played in 23 career games. 


Dominic Lewis, Sr. 


LB Johnny Williams* Jr. 


Has prototypical linebacker size. 


Sam Maxwell, So. 


LB Braxton Kelley* J. 


Bounced back nicely from knee injury. 


Micah Johnson, So, 


LB Wesley Woodyard* Sr. 


All-SEC performer a respected team leader. 


A.J. Nance, So. 


CB Trevard Lindley* So. 


A shutdown corer in the making. 


Paul Warford, So. 


CB EW. Adams So. 


Had game-clinching interception vs. Vandy. 


Ahmad Grigsby, Jr. 


SS Roger Williams* Sr. 


Hard hitter has 21 career starts. 


Ashton Cobb, So. 


FS Marcus McClinton* dr. 
“Returning starter 
year. 

“We've got a lot of playmakers,” 
Phillips said. “We'll spread the ball 
around. You wont be able to focus on just 
one guy.” 

Kentucky also welcomes back senior 
running back Rafael Little, who had 
1,405 all-purpose yards despite missing 
four games with a knee injury. The 
5-10, 195-pound Little possesses quick 
feet, dazzling open-field moves and is 
a receiving threat out of the backfield 
(89 career catches). 

Little’s top two backups also return in 
junior Tony Dixon and speedy sopho- 
more Alfonso Smith. 

The biggest offensive question mark is 
the line. Left tackle Garry Williams and 
left guard Christian Johnson are the only 
two returning starters, and Johnson sat 


Five forced fumbles tied for tops in nation. 


Calvin Harrison, So. 


out the spring to focus on academics. 


DEFENSE 


Steve Brown has his work cut out for 
him. The longtime Brooks protégé was 
tabbed to replace departed defensive 
coordinator Mike Archer, who left for 
North Carolina State, and all he has to do 
is fix a unit that was near the bottom of 
Division I-A in just about every major 
category last season. 

Brown seems unfazed by the task at 
hand. 

“T have great, great expectations for 
our defense,” he said. 

“I don’t believe in all that garbage 
about Kentucky never being good on 
defense. What we're striving to do is build 
up an amount of real confidence in them- 
selves and as a unit. There'll be no 
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D.J. Stafford, DL 

If Stafford qualifies academically, he’s the type of versatile defensive 
lineman that could help right away. The 6-3, 260-pounder can play 
end or slide inside and play tackle. He will join what already is a young 
and talented unit. 


Stuart Hines, OL/DL 

Hines’ best position in high school may have been defensive tackle, 
but he projects as an offensive lineman. There could be a redshirt year 
in store for him, depending on where he plays, but it would not sur- 
=| prise to see him play this year. 


@ Chris Drayton, DB 

The 6-1, 200-pound Drayton has a lot of speed. He originally signed 
with UK in the Class of 2006 before heading to Hargrave Military 
4) Academy in Virginia this past season. The speedy athlete should find 
his way onto the field this year. 


Pos. Ht. Wr. Stars HomeETOwN Scuoot 


RB 5-9,215 ooo Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military 


Rated as the No. 36 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


BAILEY, Mychal S 60,19 oo LaGrange,GA — LaGrange 


Committed at the same time as two of his high school teammates. 


BEETS, Jess 0G 6-3,280 @©@© Mission Viejo, CA Saddleback cc 


Rated as the No. 94 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


BURDEN, Randall CB «6-2,170 oo LaGrange,GA LaGrange 
Selected Kentucky over Tulane, Central Florida, East Carolina and Alabama State. 
Committed at the same time as two of his teammates. 


CESSNA, Chris 1B 63,219 oo London, KY North Laurel 
Wildcats picked up this sleeper late. 


DRAYTON, Chris S 60,200 ooo Chatham VA Hargrave Military 


Rated as the No. 31 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


DUFRENE, Jacob 1B 6-1,209 ooo River Ridge, LA John Curtis 
Senior season made 49 tackles with 11 sacks. ... Selected Kentucky over Tulane and 
Louisiana Monroe. 


DURHAM, Brad OG 6-4,292 © MountVernon, KY Rockcastle Co. 
Rated as the No. 10 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 


GLENN, Antwane DE 6-4,235 ooo Spartanburg, SC Broome 
Rated as the No. 22 player in South Carolina by Rivals.com. 


HIBBARD, Phillip OT 6-7,300 oo Keavy, KY South Laurel 
Kentucky picked up sleeper late. 


HINES, Stuart OT 6-5,280 ooo Bowling Green, KY Bowling Green 
Rated the No. 3 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 25 offensive tack- 
le in America. 


JACKSON, Brandon RB 5-11,192 ooo Eugene, OR Marist 
Rated the No. 3 player in Oregon by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 44 running back in 
America. 


JEFFERSON, Duran ATH 6-1,180 oo Covington, KY Holmes 
Senior year ran for 700 yards and made five touchdowns and passed for 1,100 yards. ... 
Committed to Kentucky over Cincinnati, Louisville, Nortwestern, and West Virginia. 


LANEFSKI, Jake OT 65,250 oo Mobile, AL — McGill-Toolen 
Committed to Kentucky over South Florida and Marshall. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


OO606 
OO666 


Matt Lentz, 0B OOO66 


The Greenville (S.C.) High standout } Total Stars 

threw for more than 3,000 yards dur- - 

ing his junior and senior seasons. He’s MUL EUL ET BES) 

got good size and is very athletic 

(he also had more than 500 rushing ©OGB (1EEDS 

yards and is a standout baseball play- The Wildcats have balance on their roster for the first 

er) and could potentially factor into the __ time in years. If there is one position of need, it's wide 

Wildcats’ quarterback race. receiver. Kentucky hoped to sign more at that position 
last year. Quarterback also could be important, though 
the Cats have signed several good young players at 
that position during the last two cycles. Defensively, 
defensive tackle, linebacker and cornerback will be 
priorities. 


THE SLEEPER. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomeTown ScHoot 


LANXTER, Kyrus WR 6-2,175 ooo Alcoa, TN Alcoa 


Rated as the No. 25 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


LENTZ, Matt QB 6-3,204 oo Greenville, SC Greenville 


Selected Kentucky over Middle Tennessee State. 


McCORD, Shane DT 61,248 oo Hartwell, GA Hart Co. 
Made 80 tackles with 18 sacks. ... Choose Kentucky over Arkansas, Ole Miss, South 
Carolina, Southern Mississippi and Tennessee. 


MEISNER, Greg DE 6-2,228 oo Greensburg, PA Hempfield 


Committed to Kentucky over Cinicinnati. 


MOSELY, Anthony WR 5-11,166 oo Tucker, GA Tucker 
Caught 20 passes for 347 yards with five touchdowns. 


MURPHY, Billy Joe Ol 67,277 ooo Tompkinsville, KY Monroe Co. 
Rated the No. 8 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 


MUSTAFAA, Charles DE 6-3,231 oo College Park, GA Westlake 


Wildcats signed sleeper late. 


SMITH, Taiedo CB OG-0,180 oo Dunnellon, FL Dunnellon 
Wildcats found sleeper out of Florida. 


SNEED, Ronnie 1B 6-2,235 oo Tallahassee, FL Tallahassee 
Committed to Kentucky over South Carolina and Florida International. 


STAFFORD, D.J. DE 63,263 o@oo LaGrange,GA —_LaGrange 
Rivals250 selection.... Rated the No 14 strongside defensive end in America by 
Rivals.com. ... Rated No. 14 player in Georgia. 


THOMAS, Antonio $ 63,200 oo Spartanburg, S€ Broome 


Had 10 unassisted tackles and 10 assisted tackles. 


TYDLACKA, Ryan K 62,200 oo Louisville, KY Trinity 


Earned first team all-state honors at punter as a junior. 


WILSON, Greg ATH 6-2,180 oo College Park, GA No. Clayton 


Has been timed as fast as 4.55 seconds in the 40-yard dash. 


WINCHELL, Josh 0G 6-5,325 oo  — Senatobia, MS N.W. Mississippi CC 
Signed with South Carolina out of high school. 
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WX WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER | NOTEBOOK 


. NAME . Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown . E s. Hr. Wr. Ciass HomeTown entucky coach Rich Brooks concluded spring 
E.). ADAMS 6-0 190 Snellville, GA JASON LEGER 6-1 Brodhead eae still searching for a reliable backup 
Ti_JAMES ALEXANDER OT __6:5 283 Jr_ Atlanta, GA DOMINIC LEWIS 6-3 Radcliff to quarterback Andre Woodson. Curtis Pulley 
43. STEPHEN BALL FB_5-10/224"Fx__Brentwood, IN 32_TREVARD LINDLEY __(B_ 6-0 175__So_Hiram GA had served in that role the previous two seasons, 
eT ARSAENTA See ear 22_RAFAELLITTLE __TB_5-10 195 __St_Anderson, SC_ but withdrew from school in the spring. He plans 
ee a ee A ea to enroll again in the fall but will redshirt. 

JESS BEETS OG 6-2 277 Dove Canyon, CA JAYCE LONG 6-0 West Paducah ; - A ‘ 

SEFO MAILAU BLAYLOCK 0G 64 330 Salt Lake City, UT Pa Le nS pRedshiry freshmen Mike Hartline and will 

ROSS BOGUE 6-5 240 Suwanee GA Sa RKYLUMPEIN DT G4 289 OR Gmina Fidler battled for the No. 2 job during the 

TREY BOWLAND 5-10 185 Knoxville, TN DICKY LYONS, JR. bell New Orleans, LA spring, but neither showed enough for Brooks to 

ANTOINE BROWN 5-9 Portage, IN 43 (MIKHAILMABRY LB 62 235 So Millan, HI make a final decision. Brooks said the battle 

KEENAN BURTON 6-2 Louisville 44 TIMMASTHAY—oP/K 6-2 185 dr Mumay might go on until the week of the season open- 
85 ANTHONY CECIL WR_6-0 187 __So__Hodgenwille SAM MAXWELL 6-3 Hartwell, GA er against Eastern Kentucky. 

EEEESER Ls London ROBBIE MCATEE 5-10 Louisville “At some point in the fall, either one of them 
39_ JIMMY CHAFFIN __WR_5-10 180 _Fr_Gray___2_ MARCUS MCCLINTON FS 6-1 210 __Jr_Ft. Campbell__ has to do it, or I have to do it,” Brooks said. 
Tey avr Gh Steet _ SST ERIC MCMONIGLE DE" 6-3 "240," Fr')_New Richmond, OH “They can’t keep getting equal reps. If it gets to 
27_ASHTON COBB__SS_6-0_ 205 __So_Aliquippa, PA__ MARTIN MCPHERSON 6-2. 205 Somerset a imenk Gr 16 dave-uic 4a che aualleniere cali 
95 CHRIS COLLINS P58 185__Fr_Mason, OH JOSH MINTON 63 Somerset etal ae epi % one 

JOHN CONNER g West Chester, OH STTARTOIR aA Sassi to have to make an arbitrary decision. é 

J.D, CRAIGMAN Miami, FL 03 AUSTINMOSS DT 60 250 So Hopkinsville e For the first time since the series was 

GREG CURTIN : Suwanee, GA 39 SEANMURPHY WR 64 190 Sr Big Stone Gap, VA renewed in 1994, the Kentucky-Louisville foot- 

MARCUS DAVIS 7 Union 7 AJNANCE—~«&LB 5-11. 250. So Knoxville IN ball game will not be the season opener. 

TRAVIS DAY 2 Cofumnts, GA. JORDAN NEVELS 510 175 Ft. Thomas Louisville officials wanted to keep the game as 

TONE a penahy AL NII ADJEI ONINKU 61 248 Dayton, OH the opener, but Brooks expressed a preference to 

ae ; at JAMIL PARIS 6-6 229 Eee play the game later in the year, so the schools 

RRTiTGe ; Memphis, TH Ci ee a eS agreed to let the host school decide the date of 
ein, 9A A OUREY PETERS Cee US 3 200 S02 Laeierille Se the game. 
a MYRON PRYOR 6-1 300 Louisville 3 ; Pl tava ore 

JOE FISCHER g Latonia Avda Rin ERC RT REE eee This year’s contest wi lbe p aye on Sept. 15 

DEMOREO FORD : LaGrange, GA ti Rica gthae Pee at Commonwealth Stadium and will be the third 

JORGE GONZALEZ : Tampa, FL MATT SAUERBECK LB 5-11 223 Asante game of the season for both teams. The game 
88 _CHRIS GOODE TE 6-4 230 Fr Tucker GA 21 MICHAEL SCHWINDEL FS 62 210 So Hawesville will be played as the season opener when it 

ARIMAD GRIGSBY JR. = pas A ERIC SCOTT C 65 291 Woodstock, GA moves to Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium in 2008. 

= ; ae LONES SEIBER, VK 5-9 185 Knoxville, TN ¢ Injuries and suspensions left Kentucky with 

BRAD HART : Marion 82 TYLERSEXTON TE 6-2 242 So Somerset barely enough offensive linemen to conduct full- 
Taya ee ee ee contact practices during spring. 

Es Vaij TT LELAND TGuT UN 65 0350 TU Real Mam GR NT NU Se ete ARI 9 Brien Missing in action were Justin Jeffries (shoul- 
ANDRE HENDERSON : Lexington Ta kN a a der), Jason Leger (shoulder), Jorge Gonzalez 
ZACH HENNIS ; Plain City, OH ae = - 26 oe (knee), Christian Johnson (academics), and 

RAZA AOU SLE SSI 0 SS a re a cae Zach Hennis (shoulder). Junior-college signees 
JEREMY JARMON 6- Collierville, TN a) es nee oe ae : : 

_ GARRY WILLIAMS OT 6 Louisville Josh Winchell and Jess Beets, who enrolled in 
ae is aon = 30 DARRELL WILLIAMS. ch 541480 Cincinnati OH January, were also limited with knee problems. 

CHRISTIAN JOHNSON 5 Fe. campbell JOHNNY WILLIAMS LB 6- Neptune Beach, FL UK was forced to use several walk-ons on its 

MICAH JOHNSON % Ft, Campbell MICHAEL WILLIAMS 0G 6+ Richmond first and second teams. Brooks said things 
7B STEVEJOHNSON, JR. WR 6-3 198 Sr San Francisco, CA ROGER WILLIAMS SS_ 6+ Rockmart, GA should stabilize in the fall when the injured 

DAVID JONES 5. Red Jacket, WV 64 JOSH WINCHELL OT _6-3 305__Jr_Southaven, MS_ players return to full strength and five freshman 


JESSE JONES 6- Louisville ANDRE. WOODSOR” = 10836 addi signees report to camp. 


TERRENCE JONES Atlanta, GA WESLEY WOODYARD LB 6- LaGrange, GA 
BRAXTON KELLEY 6- LaGrange, GA CHRIS WRALEY WR 5- Zionsville, IN (8-5, 4-4) 


Effic Long Yds/G 
154.55 419 ¢ 7 63.0 5 31 80 270.4 
100.34 M ) 1 D 5 


Att 
140 
87 


60 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 45-36 
SOUTH CAROLINA 17-24 


Results 


= 24-20 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 42-40 


Ww 
Ww 
Ww VANDERBILT 38-26 
Ww 
L at Tennessee 12-17 


Tackles for loss: 


vs Clemson 28-20 
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KENTUCKY 


{= 


AD 


—_ 


LUESLEY LUOODYARD 


pressure, 


“All we want to do is be the best we 
can individually and collectively. If we all 
get better at one or two things individu- 
ally, things will come together collective- 
ly. Then we let the chips fall from there.” 

The first order of business is to stop 
the run. The Wildcats struggled mightily 
in recent years to contain the power run- 
ning attacks of the SEC, and while 
Brooks predicted his defense would 
improve in that area last year, Kentucky 


was once again last in the league in run 


defense. 

The defense will need more produc- 
tion up front. Junior tackle Myron Pryor 
is coming off a solid campaign (6.5 tack- 
les for loss, five sacks) and will be joined 
inside by promising sophomore Corey 
Peters. Sophomore Jeremy Jarmon 
emerged as a pass-rush threat late in the 
year at end. 

Kentucky returns all three starters at 
linebacker, including senior All-SEC pick 
Wesley Woodyard on the weak side. 
Junior Braxton Kelley mans the middle 
and will be flanked by fellow junior 
Johnny Williams. 

The secondary could be the most 
improved area of the defense. Sophomore 
cornerback Trevard Lindley turned out to 
be a real find last year, and UK welcomes 
back a pair of veteran safeties in Roger 
Williams and Marcus McClinton. 

Brooks was encouraged at how the 
defense finished last season, holding 
Tennessee in check in the regular-season 
finale and then stuffing Clemson. 

“Tm hoping youll see more of that 


defense this year,” Brooks said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kentucky’s kick-return unit should 
once again be one of the nation’s best 
thanks to Little and Burton. Little’s 
22.6-yard average on punt returns would 
have led the nation, but injury prevented 
him from qualifying. Burton had a 100- 
yard kickoff return in the season opener 
at Louisville last year. 

The kicking game continues to be an 
area of concern. Placekicker Lones Seiber 


was just 11 of 19 on field goal attempts as 


“years as a leader in the huddle. . 


/ surprise last fall, and 
_ All-America honors. from } 


“The quiet and reserved } 


_ light-reel 


im BEST Ona 
7 BRIGHTES vr 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER aa 


QB Andre Woodson 
“Underwent a complete | 
metamorphosis in 2006, 
going from an inconsistent 
and jittery sophomore, who 
looked on the verge of los- 
ing his job, to. becoming 
‘one of the nation’s top sig- |) 
nal-callers. ... Woodson led § 
the SEC in passing yardage 
‘per game (270.4), total 
offense (259.8) and- touch- 


| down passes (31). Blessed with bait NFL 


size (6-5, 230 pounds), Woodson also has a 
strong and accurate arm and has come light 
.. Neither of the 
backup quarterbacks (freshmen ‘will Fidler and 
Mike Hartline) looked like reliable No. 2s in the 
spring, making Woodson the one les ay 
Key can ue ae to. bg 


CB Trevard Lindley 
Lindley was a pleasant | 


eamed first-team Freshman | 


several media outlets... 


Lindley was at his best in } 
big games, making a high- 
one-handed: 
interception in the end 
zone in Kentucky's Music 
City Bowl win over Clemson and also dalvens 
the game-winning pick in a big win over 
Georgia, ... Lindley’s 12 pass breakups ranked 
fourth in the SEC and he’s solid in run support 


TOP NELUCOMER 


OL Jess Beets 

Beets, junior-college -All- 
American, enrolled at 
Kentucky in January to 
help fill a couple of holes 
on the Wildcat offensive 
line. He missed most of 
spring practice with knee 
problems but is expected to 
be 100 percent by the fall. 
.. The 6-2, 277-pounder 
chose UK over Colorado and 
can play either center or guard. 
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Player Profile 


KEENAN BURTON 


Burton Was Good; 
Now He’s ‘Scary’ 


The deadline for underclassmen to 
apply for the NFL Draft was fast 
approaching, and Keenan Burton 
was torn. 

Burton, who had missed 14 games 
the previous two seasons, managed to 
stay healthy in 2007 and the results 
were impressive. He caught 77 passes 
for 1,036 yards and an SEC-leading 
12 touchdowns, and became just the 
third Wildcat to eclipse the 
1,000-yard plateau in a single season. 

Those numbers played a large part in 
the Wildcats transforming themselves 
from an SEC also-ran to a formidable 
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team that won eight games and domi- 
nated Clemson in the Music City Bowl. 

Then came the decision. A fourth- 
year junior, Burton had a productive 
injury-free year that led to one of the 
most successful seasons in Kentucky 
football history. NFL evaluators project- 
ed Burton as a third-round pick if he 
was to enter his name in the April draft. 

Burton said he went back and forth 
almost daily before ultimately deciding 
to return to Lexington. 

“It was tough,” Burton said. “But 
I really believe it was in my best inter- 
est to come back. We've got some 
unfinished business as a team and 
there are still some things I want to 
accomplish.” 

For one, Burton wants to prove to 
scouts that he’s first-round material. 

“That's definitely a motivating fac- 
tor,” he said. “I spent the summer 
working on my weaknesses so this time 
next year there won't be any doubt.” 

Burton has the speed to beat 
defenders, but what makes him unique 
is his exceptional timing and leaping 
ability. His vertical jump was measured 
at an astounding 43.5 inches at 
Kentucky's Pro Day in March, and he 
makes a habit of gaining position on 
defensive backs and going up over the 
top of them to bring the ball down. 

UK offensive coordinator Joker 
Phillips has said Burton reminds him of 
former Pittsburgh Steelers great Lynn 
Swann with his knack for going air- 
borne to make spectacular grabs. 

“He's developed a good rapport with 
(UK quarterback) Andre (Woodson),” 
Phillips said. “Andre has the confi- 
dence in Keenan to know that all he 
has to do is put it up there and Keenan 
can go up and make a play.” 

Burton added 10 pounds of muscle 
over the winter and is now a sturdy 205 
pounds. He also worked to sharpen his 
route-running and wants to be more 
explosive after the catch. Burton's off- 
season work was evident in the spring 
as he was a man among boys. 

“As good as he was last year, he’s 
even better now, and that’s scary,” UK 
coach Rich Brooks said. 


a freshman, while junior punter Tim 


Masthay also struggled with consistency. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Wildcats have eight home games 
for the first time in school history and 
will get a pair of warm-ups against 
Eastern Kentucky and Kent State before 
hosting arch-rival Louisville on Sept. 15. 
The Wildcats have lost four in a row in 
the series. 

LSU, Florida and Tennessee will also 
visit Commonwealth Stadium. 

Thanks to the rotating league sched- 
ule, last year’s home game with Ole Miss 
has been replaced by a trip to Arkansas 
on Sept. 22. Kentucky will also travel to 
South Carolina for a Thursday night 
ESPN game in the first week of October. 

Kentucky has what could be a pivotal 
road game at what should be an improved 
Vanderbilt team on Nov. 10, and Georgia 
will no doubt be waiting to exact revenge 
for last year’s loss to UK when the Cats go 
to Athens the following week. 

If Kentucky plans on matching last 
year’s success, they will need to knock off 
at least one or two of the elite teams on 
its schedule. 


— Chip Cosby 


SCHEDULE 


““Sept.1 EASTERN KENTUCKY © 
~ Sept. 8 KENT STATE» 
Sept.15  ~—«LOUISVILLE 
Sept. 22 at Arkansas _ 
Sept. 29 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Oct. 4 at South Carolina 
~ Oct. 13 —Lsu> 
Oct. 20 FLORIDA. 
Oct. 27 MISSISSIPPI STATE — 
Nov.10 at Vanderbilt 
“Nov. 17 at Georgia. 
Nov. 24 TENNESSEE 
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an the ISP Sports Network. Over 800 radio stations carry 


BE THE BALL. You can't get any c oser to the ga 
ISP Sports coverage of college football across the country. Even if you're at the game, our broadcasts give you an 


insight into the players, their schools, and the coaches — it's s comprehensive, you'd have to be the ball to get more 


Ge . 
hands-oh information. Tune in to the ISP Sports Network and be the ball! a S| P| a coleee seats 


4 ay 
Georgia Tech 


oe Miami 
am Virginia Tech 
™ Wake Forest 


ACC Radio Network 
Alabama 

Auburn 

Georgia 

South Carolina 
Vanderbilt 

Cal 

Oregon 

UCLA 

Washington 

BIG EAST Conference 
Cincinnati 

Pitt 

Syracuse 

USF 

Villanova 


Boston College 
Clemson 
Florida State 


Baylor 
BYU 
Tcu 


Akron 

Kent State 
Miami 

Ohio 

Georgia State 


Sun Belt Conference 
Troy 


Conference USA 
East Carolina 
Houston 
Marshall 

SMU 

Southern Miss 
Tulane 

UAB 

UCF 

UTEP 


Meineke Car Care Bowl 
Orange Bow! 


Mid-American Conference 


For more coverage of the ee visit Isu.rivals.com 
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“new. erensk: A single. running 
net must take control after failing to do 


tage, and they could — 
opportunities to the 


148 Linoy's SPORTS ANNUALS 


With Key Replacements in Place, Tigers Set to Pounce 


mid all the changes, LSU is pursuing 
he look of familiarity. 

Adversity of a different nature has beset 
LSU in its first two years under coach Les 
Miles, and yet the Tigers put together 
a pair of 11-2 records. They finished third 
in last season’s final Associated Press poll. 

After the disruptive horror of hurri- 
canes Katrina and Rita two years ago, the 
Tigers weathered two early road losses last 
season to bounce back with seven consec- 
utive victories. 

That was done with a quarterback, an 
offensive coordinator and a free safety 
who were all at the top of their games — 
and who are no longer with the team. 

Miles’ challenge is to replace them 
while maintaining — at least — the qual- 
ity to which LSU has become accus- 
tomed. Good news: Miles enters this year 
with the tools needed to make another 
splash on the national scene. 

“We're headed in the right direction,” 
said Miles, who carefully measures his 
words when discussing his team. 

Others will speak more glowingly about 
LSU’s chances this season, but, yes, as Miles 
said, there certainly is reason to believe LSU 
is again headed on the path to success. 

That is not to underestimate the 
departure of a key trio — popular offen- 
sive coordinator Jimbo Fisher left for 
Florida State; quarterback JaMarcus 
Russell departed a year early for the NFL; 
and All-American free safety LaRon 
Landry completed his star-studded, four- 
year career. 

Fisher spent seven years at LSU, dur- 
ing which time the Tigers won a Bowl 


Championship Series national champi- 
onship and two Southeastern Conference 
titles. In his place, Miles landed Gary 
Crowton, a former Louisiana Tech and 
BYU head coach known for his wide- 
open offenses. 

Oregon led the Pacific-10 Conference 
in offense and rushing last season in the 
second of two years with Crowton as its 
offensive coordinator. The lure of the 
Tigers drew Crowton away. 

“T’m very excited about the direction (in 
which LSU is going),” said Crowton, who 
cited working with Miles for the first time 
as one of the major factors in his decision. 
“They have an outstanding program.” 

With the strong-armed Russell, Miles 
put together the best two-year start in 
LSU coaching history. Russell’s absence 
paves the way for fifth-year senior Matt 
Flynn to take control. At the same time, 
Miles left open the possibility that red- 
shirt sophomore Ryan Perrilloux will see 
his share of action. 

“We need both of them,” Miles said. 

As for the loss of Landry, LSU will 
compensate with the return of eight 


defensive starters. 


OFFENSE 


If anyone should stand out in this area, 
it ought to be senior wide receiver Early 
Doucet, who is poised to make up for the 
departure of receivers Dwayne Bowe and 
Craig Davis, who combined for 121 
catches, 1,826 yards and 16 touchdowns 
last season. 

Third in receiving yards last year with 
772 yards, Doucet was second behind 
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GLENN DORSEY 


Bowe with 59 catches for eight touch- 
downs. Those numbers are sure to grow, 
perhaps by a significant amount if 
Doucet continues to make the consider- 
able strides he showed in the spring. 

“It’s kind of scary,” said senior quarter- 
back Matt Flynn. “He keeps getting bet- 
ter and better. You're going to be looking 
at him a lot this year.” 

Good as he is, Doucet needs help, 
which he should get from the Tigers’ five 
other returning starters, a number that 
does not include potential All-American 
senior guard Will Arnold, who missed 
more than half of last season due to injury. 

Every running back but one with a 
carry last season returns. That includes 
versatile senior Jacob Hester, who may 
move to fullback after rushing for a team- 
high 440 yards as a tailback last season. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


COMMENT 


2006 stats: 165.8 ypy rushing (2nd in SEC/31st in NCAA), 251.7 ypg passing (3rd/18th), 417.5 yng total offense (1st/11th), 33.7 ppg (1st/9th) 


POS STARTER YR. BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Matt Flynn Sr. A combination of the two QBs might work best. Ryan Perrilloux, So. 
RB Keiland Williams So. A year's experience should pay dividends. Charles Scott, So. 


FB Jacob Hester* Sr. 
Early Doucet* Sr. 
Brandon LaFell So. 
TE Keith Zinger Sr. 
LT Ciron Black* So. 


Versatility enhances his considerable value. 
Expected to provide sensational numbers. 
Consistency is all that stands in his way. 

Welcome addition after stomach ailment of last year. 
Didn't take long to elevate his game to next level. 


Shawn Jordan, Sr. 
Chris Mitchell, So. 
Ricky Dixon, Fr 
Richard Dickson, So.* 
Kyle Anderson, So. 


LG Will Arnold Sr. All-star should be recovered from season-ending injuries. Matt Allen, Fr. 
C Brett Helms* Jr. Provides steady leadership in the middle of the line. Ryan Miller, Jr. 
RG Lyle Hitt So. Continued development gives him opportunity to play. Andrew Decker, Jr. 


RT Herman Johnson* Jr. 


“Returning starter 


Immense size gives him plenty of room to get even better. Carnell Stewart, Sr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE Tyson Jackson* dr. 
DE — Glenn Dorsey* Sr. 
DT —AlWoods So. 
DE Marlon Favorite dr. 
LB AliHighsmith* —_—Sr. 
LB Darry Beckwith* dr. 
LB Jacob Cutrera So. 
CB Jonathan Zenon* Sr. 
CB Chevis Jackson” —_Sr. 
SS Craig Steltz Sr. 
FS Curtis Taylor dr 


“Returning starter 


COMMENT 


Sophomore tailbacks Keiland Williams 
and Charles Scott showed immense 
promise last season, and senior Alley 
Broussard has hopes of returning to his 
pre-injury form of three years ago. Add in 
highly touted redshirt freshman Richard 
Murphy, and the Tigers have enough fire- 
power to lead the SEC in offense again. 

That could especially be true if the 
Flynn-to-Doucet combination is as pro- 
ductive as some feel it can be. 

“The defensive backs joke around that 
it reminds them of 2003 when (quarter- 
back) Matt Mauck was here,” Flynn said. 
“Tt could be like it was with (wide receiv- 
er) Michael Clayton.” 

The Tigers won the BCS title that sea- 
son. They'll attempt to do so again 
behind a line that loses one starter, but 
welcomes back Arnold and senior tight 


2006 stats: 97.1 ypg rushing (2nd SEC/14th NCAA), 145.7 passing (1st/3rd), 242.8 total defense (1st/3rd), 12.6 ppg (1st/4th) 


Ever-improving athlete with an impressive wing span. 
Bypassed chance to be NFL first-round pick. 

Prep phenom who should show what all the fuss was about. 
Personable rapper whose demeanor changes on the field. 
Heavy hitter who's quick enough to be a defensive back. 
Sure tackler with instinctive ability to find the ball. 

Made the most of injuries that thrust him into the lineup. 
Slight build is only drawback to his array of talent. 

Top returning tackler from defensive backfield with 46. 
Enthusiastic performer, started Sugar Bowl vs. Notre Dame. 
Has unenviable task of having to succeed LaRon Landry. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Ricky-Jean Francois, So. 
Tremaine Johnson, Jr. 
Charles Alexander, Jr.* 
Al Woods, So. 

Derrick Odom, Fr. 

Luke Sanders, Sr.” 
Perry Riley, So. 

Chris Hawkins, So. 
Darrell Glasper, Fr. 

Harry Coleman, So. 
Danny McCray, So. 


end Keith Zinger, who sat out much of 
last season with injuries. 


DEFENSE 


Senior tackle Glenn Dorsey’s decision 
to return for his senior season bolsters an 
already strong group that returns seven 
other starters. 

LSU lost both its safeties, who helped 
the Tigers lead the SEC in pass defense. 
Getting to LSU’s last line of defense will 
be a chore in itself, though, given the 
quality of the front seven. 

The 6-2, 299-pound Dorsey earned 
All-SEC honors while finishing as the 
team’s third-leading tackler with 64 stops. 
Dorsey sat out spring practice with a shin 
injury, but is expected back at full 
strength this season. 

Junior linebacker Darry Beckwith was 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2007 


Terrance Toliver, WR 

The prototype big, fast receiver will benefit from being in a pro-style 
system of new offensive coordinator Gary Crowton at LSU rather than 
the ground-oriented system he played in at Hempstead (Texas) High. 
He’s a big-time prospect that could emerge as a red zone threat as 
early as this year. 


) Chad Jones, SS/LB 

The 6-2, 220-pound Jones runs a 4.5-second 40-yard dash and is too 
talented not to play somewhere early. There are some questions, 
though. The first being if he’s going to bypass Major League Baseball 
to play for LSU and the second is what position he will play when he 
comes. 


DeAngelo Benton, WR 
Benton is another elite wide receiver that should be ready to play in 
his first year. He's big, fast and tough to cover. 


FS SIEWELONERS OF HAPACT 


Pos. Ht. Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


AUBREY, Kentravis DE 6-3,288 Oooo Bastrop, LA Bastrop 
Rated as the No. 16 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. .... Rated as the No. 21 
strongside defensive end in America. 


BARKSDALE, Joseph = DT ~=«6-6,323 OOOO Detroit, Ml Cass Tech 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 3 player in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..., Rated 
as the No. 6 defensive tackle in America. 


BENTON, DeAngelo WR 63,195 o©ooo Bastrop, LA Bastrop 
Rivals100 selection... Rated as the No. 7 wide receiver in America by Rivals.com. ... 
Rated as the No. 3 player in Louisiana. 


BLACKWELL, Will DT 6-4,296 oo@oo WestMonroe,LA W. Monroe 
Rivals250 selection... Rated as the No. 7 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 16 defensive tackle in America. 


BREUX, Delvin CB 60,175 ooo New Orleans, LA McDonogh 35 
Rated as the No. 30 cornerback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 17 
player in Louisiana. 


BROOKS, Ron ATH 6-0,170 ooo Irving, TX MacArthur 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 15 athlete in America by Rivals.com. .... Rated 
as the No. 21 player in Texas. 


BYRD, Demetrius WR 6-2,195 oo@oo _ Poplarville, MS Pearl River CC 
Rated the No. 25 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


CLEMONS, Somari $  6-2,229 oooc WestMonroe,LA W. Monroe 
Signed with LSU in the 2006 class. 


CORBIN, Jordon TE 6-5,235 oooo Lakeland, FL Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 12 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 38 player 
in Florida. 


CORLEY, Sidell DE 6-4,250 oooo Mobile,AL  Mcéill-Toolen 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 3 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 4 strongside defensive end in America. 


CRUTCHFIELD, Andrew K  6-0,175 ooo Concord, NC NW Cabarrus 


Rated as the No. 3 kicker in America by Rivals.com. 


DWORACZYK, Josh OT 65,263 ooo New Iberia, LA Catholic-New iherla 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 8 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ... Rated 
as the No. 20 offensive tackle in America. 


FRANCOIS, Stefoin S$ 6-0,188 oooe  Reserve,LA East St. John 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 5 safety in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as 
the No. 4 player in Louisiana. 


THE SLEEPER 


Delvin Breaux, 6B 

The 6-0, 175-pound Breaux was 
emerging as an elite prospect at his 
position when a broken neck sidelined 
him for the remainder of the season. It 
will be a couple of years before the 
New Orleans product makes his way 
back to the field, but if he returns with 
the same skill set, he could be special. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 4 


©£OGS (WEEDS 


LSU needs cornerbacks, quarterbacks and run- 
ning backs, though offensive line and wide 
receiver could be positions that Les Miles and 
staff highlight as well. Expect the Tigers to try to 
sign two quarterbacks, two or three running 
backs and three corners. Crowton could want to 
expand his stable of wideouts, so it would not 
be a shock to see LSU sign three or four pass 
catchers next year. 

— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


HEBERT, T-Bob C «6-3, 256. @@ oo Norcross, GA Greater Atlanta Christian 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 2 offensive center in America by Rivals.com. 


... Rated as the No. 12 player in Georgia. 


JASPER, Josh K 60,165 ©©0  Memphis,TN Ridgeway 


Rated as the No, 9 kicker in America by Rivals.com. 


JONES, Chad ATH 6-2,220 o©@oo Baton Rouge, LA Southem Lab 


Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 1 athlete in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated 


as the No. 2 player in Louisiana. 


JONES, Jarvis OT 6-7,250 oooo Rosenberg, TX Lamar 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 12 offensive tackle in America by Rivals.com. 


... Rated as the No. 20 player in Texas. 


JONES, Phelon ATH 6-1,185 oo@o@o Mobile,AL McGill-Toolen 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 6 player in Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Rated 


as the No. 10 athlete in America. 


JOSEPH, Mitch TE 6-4,243 ooo New Iberia, LA Catholic-New Iberia 
Rated as the No. 20 tight end in America by Rivals.com. .... Rated as the No. 20 player 


in Louisiana. 


LEE, Jarrett QB 6-2,192 oooo Brenham,1X —_ Brenham 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 7 pro-style quarterback in America by 


Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 25 player in Texas. 


McCoy, Emest 0G 6-5,330 oooo Belle Glade, FL Glades Central 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 13 offensive guard in America by Rivals.com. 


... Rated as the No. 30 player in Florida. 


NEVIS, Drake DT 6-1,281 oooo Marrero, LA John Ehret 


Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 5 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ... Rated 


as the No. 9 defensive tackle in America. 


RIDLEY, Stevan ATH 60,211 ©©00 Natchez, MS Trinity Episcopal 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 6 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated 


as the No. 21 athlete in America. 


RUSSIAN, Alex TE 6-4,231 oo0 Round Rock, TX Round Rock 
Rated as the No. 21 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 56 player in 


Texas. 


TOLIVER, Terrance WR 6-4,185 oo@ooo Hempstead, TX Hempstead 


Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 2 player in Texas by Rivals.com. ... Rated as 


the No. 2 wide receiver in America. 


WILLIAMS, John ATH 5-11,175 © © © Breaux Bridge, LA Breaux Bridge 


Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 9 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ... Rated 


as the No. 19 athlete in America. 
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Individual Stats 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


84 _RAHIM ALEM DE 6-3 252 So __New Orleans 


91 CHARLES ALEXANDER DT 6-3 294 Jr__ Breaux Bridge 


64 MATT ALLEN OL 6-3 285 Fr__ Spring, TX 
78 _ KYLE ANDERSON OL 6-5 265 So __The Woodlands, TX 


33__ TYSON ANDRUS DB 6-0 170 So Lafayette 


49 CALEB ANGELLE DE 6-4 245  Sr__ Breaux Bridge 
73 _ WILL ARNOLD OG 6-4 319 Sr _ Gloster, MS 


75 KENTRAVIS AUBREY DL 6-3 285 Fr_—Bastrop 

30 CHAD BANIECKI FB 6-1 223 Jr__ Seton, AZ 
96 JOSEPH BARKSDALE DL 6-6 315 Fr __Detroit, MI 
48  DARRY BECKWITH LB 6-1 232 Jr __ Baton Row 


88 DEANGELOBENTON WR 6-3 190 Fr __ Bastrop 
58 __ JEREMY BENTON LB 6-1 227 _Jr__ Monroe 


70 _ CIRON BLACK OT 6-5 314 So Tyler, TX 
94 WILLBLACKWELL DE 6-4 293 Fr __West Monroe 
37 __ DELVIN BREAUX CB 6-1 175 _Fr__New Orleans 


14 _ RON BROOKS ATH 5-11. 180 Fr__Irving, TX 
22 ALLEY BROUSSARD RB 6-0 250 Sr __Lafayette 
14 _ JEREMY BUNTING QB 5-10 180 dr__‘Toga 


2 DEMETRIUS BYRD WR 6-2 195 Jr _ Poplarville, MS 
21 DONNIECHAUCER _RB 5-11 192 Sr Hammond 


17__ SHOMARI CLEMONS LB/DB 6-2 220 Fr __West Monroe 
81 MIT COLE TE 6-4 258 Sr__ Picayune, MS 
43 _ HARRY COLEMAN S$ 6-2 205 So Baldwin 

41 _ JORDAN CORBIN TE 6-4 240 Fr __Lakeland, FL 
98 _SIDELL CORLEY DE 6-4 270 Fr Mobile, AL 
39 ANDREW CRUTCHFIELD PK/P 6-1 190 Fr Concord, NC 
54 JACOB CUTRERA LB 6-4 227 So __ Lafayette 
6-0 207 Jr __Carencro 

6 COLT DAVID PK 5-9 175 Jr __ Grapevine, TX 
55 _ ANDREW DECKER OL 6-3 284 Jr Holland, OH 
82 RICHARD DICKSON TE 6-3 237 So Ocean Springs, MS 


33__ DRAKE DISCHLER WR_5-11 161__—sFr_ Lafayette 
10 __ RICKY DIXON WR 6-2 216 Fr __LaPlae 


GLENN DORSEY DI 6-2 299 Gonzales 
EARLY DOUCET WR 6-0 207 St. Martinville 
RICHARD DUGAS C 6-0 250 Lincoln, NE 
JOSH DWORACZYK OL 6-6 275 New Iberia 

4 _JAL EUGENE CB 5-11 184 Destrehan 


99 MARLON FAVORITE DT 6-1 295 Jr__Harvey 


36 _ PATRICK FISHER P 6-5 253 Sr__ Hyattsville, MD 
MATT FLYNN QB 6-3 228 Tyler, TX 


ACE FOYIL LB 6-3 229 Mandeville 
STEFOIN FRANCOIS DB 6-1 200 Reserve 
SEAN GAUDET PK 5-9 165 New Orleans 
TROY GIDDENS DB 5-11 218 Hammond 
5 DARRELLGLASPER CB 5-6 162 Fr Baton Rouge 


Ee 
17__JOSH GRAHAM PK 5-11 185 So Covington 


3__ ORLANDO GUNN RB 5-7 179 _Fr__ Harker Heights, TX 
29 CHRIS HAWKINS DB 6-1 181 So Walker 


53 __1-BOB HEBERT OL 6-3 260 fr __Norcross, GA 


74 _ BRETT HELMS C62 283 Jr __ Stuttgart, AR 
18 JACOB HESTER RB_ 6-0 228 Sr__ Shreveport 

7__ ALT HIGHSMITH 1B 6-1 225 Sr __Miami, FL 
65 LYLE HITT OG 6-2 284 So Baton Rouge 
8 TRINDON HOLLIDAY WR 5-5 159 So Zachary 

66 MAX HOLMES OL 6-4 281 So __ Baton Rouge 


46 _ BRYAN HUSTON TE 6-1 259 Jr__ Agoura Hills, CA 
21 _CHEVIS JACKSON DB 6-0 190 Sr Mobile, AL 


28 RJ. JACKSON RB 6-0 209 So Houston, TX 


38 _ BRADY DALFREY P 
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Pos. Ht. Wr. Crass Hometown 


93 TYSON JACKSON DE 6-5 292 Jr Edgard 
23 _JOSH JASPER PK/P 6-0 165 Fr _ Memphis, TN 


90 RICKY JEAN-FRANCOIS DE 6-3 281 So Miami, FL 


58 MICHAEL JEANISE OL 6-2 300 Fr __ Denham Springs 
79 HERMAN JOHNSON OL 6-7 351 Jr Ollla 


45 QUINN JOHNSON FB 6-2 238 Jr__Edgard 
47 TREMAINE JOHNSON DE 6-2 273 Jr Galena Park, TX 
3 CHAD JONES S__6-3 222 Fr_ Baton Rouge 


76 _ JARVIS JONES OL 6-6 265 Fr__Rosenburg, TX 
PHELON JONES DB 5-11 195 Mobile, AL 


SHAWN JORDAN FB 5-11 241 El Paso, TX 
MITCH JOSEPH TE 6-5 243 New Iberia 
STEVEN KORTE FB 6-1 223 Mandeville 
1__BRANDONLAFELL WR _ 6-3 194 Houston, TX 
12 _ QUENTIN LEDAY WR_ 6-1 187 _Jr__ Opelousas 
4 _ JARRETT LEE QB 6-2 190 Fr Brenham, TX 
95 PEP LEVINGSTON DE 6-4 258 Fr Ruston 
46 J.D. LOTT TE 6-4 232 Fr _Hoover, AL 
52 COLE LOUVIERE OL 6-5 286 Jr __ River Ridge 
JOE MALTEMPT DB 5-8 172 So __Chester, VA 
AUGUST MANGIN WR 5-10 200 So __Lewisville, TX 
ERNEST McCOY OL 6-5 333 Fr __ Belle Glade, FL 
DANNY McCRAY S 6-1 205 So Houston, TX 
JOSH McMANUS WR 5-11 184 Sr __New Orleans 
50 MICAH METRAILER 1B 6-1 234  Sr_ Baton Rouge 
63 _ RYAN MILLER C 6-6 318 Jr __Lake Charles 
86 CHRIS MITCHELL WR 6-0 176 So Marrero 
87 JARED MITCHELL WR 5-11 192 So New Iberia 
26 RICHARD MURPHY RB 6-1 198  Fr__Rayville 


98 RYAN MYERS PK 6-1 146 So __Baton Rouge 
92 _ DRAKE NEVIS DL 6-1 285 Fr Marrero 


51 _JA003 OHAIR SP 6&2 224 Sr _ Rancho Cucamonga, (A 
57 _ DERRICK ODOM IB 6-2 202 Fr Jackson, MS 
11__RYAN PERRILLOUX QB 6-3 222 So Reserve 

23 _ PHILLIP PIGOTT RB 6-0 216 Jr __Pearl River 


49 KIRSTON PITTMAN DE 6-4 254 Sr__ Garyvillle 


1 __ CHRIS REED PK 5-10 175 Jr__ Covington 
STEVAN RIDLEY LB 5-11 209 Natchez, MS 


PERRY RILEY LB 6-1 220 Ellenwood, GA 
ALEX RUSSIAN TE 6-4 230 Round Rock, TX 
LUKE SANDERS LB 6-5 235 West Monroe 
CHARLES SCOTT RB 5-11 221 Saline 
KELVIN SHEPPARD 1B 6-3 228 Stone Mtn., GA 
STEVEN SINGLETON OL 6-3 295 Buford, GA 
62 _ ROBERT SMITH OL 6-2 263 Jr __Bossier City 
67 _ MARK SNYDER OL 6-7 284 Fr Kenner 
16 _ CRAIG STELTZ S 6-2 204 Sr New Orleans 
71__CARNELL STEWART OL 6-5 311 Sr__ River Ridge 
6 JOEY STUTSON RB 5-10 201 So __Mandeville 
27 __ CURTIS TAYLOR DB 6-3 204 _Jr__ Franklinton 
61 ZHAMALTHOMAS OL 6-4 331 __Fr_New Iberia 
23 _RENALDO THOMPSON DB 5-11 179 Sr __ Shreveport 
80 TERRANCE TOLIVER WR 6-5 180 Fr Hempstead, TX 
12 _ JAMES WELKER QB 6-3 229 Sr Tarzana, CA 
31__ JOHN WILLIAMS CB 5-11175_ Fr__ Breaux Bridge 


5 KEILAND WILLIAMS RB 5-11 223 So__ Lafayette 
97__AL WOODS DI 6-4 314 So {Elton 


38 ANTHONY ZEHYOUE DE 6-1 249 Sr Baton Rouge 


19 JONATHAN ZENON DB 6-0 176 Sr_ Breaux Bridge 
89 KEITH ZINGER TE 6-4 250 Sr Leesville 


Att Int 


Results 


| NOTEBOOK 


ffensive coordinator Gary Crowton isn’t the 

only new coach on the staff. Les Miles also 
added offensive line coach Greg Studrawa and 
wide receivers coach D.J. McCarthy. 

Studrawa came to LSU from Bowling Green, 
where he spent the previous four years as offen- 
sive coordinator. He replaced Stacey Searles, 
who left for Georgia. 

Studrawa’s experience “really set him apart,” 
Miles said. 

McCarthy, who spent 2006 at UCLA, replaced 
Todd Monken, who joined the Jacksonville 
Jaguars of the NFL. 

Together with Crowton, Studrawa and 
McCarthy have installed an offense that makes 
use of short passes and the running ability of 
quarterbacks Matt Flynn and Ryan Perrilloux. 

* Jared Mitchell didn’t make much of a splash 
as a freshman wide receiver — two catches for 
25 yards — but he had a much more significant 
impact in his first year with the LSU baseball 
team. 

Mitchell began the baseball season as the 
starting centerfielder and was hitting .289 with 
a team-high 14 stolen bases in as many attempts 
through the first 30 games. 

On the day of the spring football game, 
Mitchell played the first half before crossing the 
street to get a base hit against Kentucky. 

Chris Jackson, who completed his eligibility 
as LSU's punter, started his final baseball season 
at second base before injuries forced him out of 
the lineup. 

 Perrilloux was questioned by federal agents 
during an ongoing investigation into a counter- 
feiting ring in his hometown of LaPlace, La. 
Perrilloux apparently was not the subject of the 
investigation and was questioned only after he 
passed what he didn’t realize was a fake $20 bill 
at a convenience store in the LaPlace area. 

© The season opener at Mississippi State on 
Aug. 30 will represent LSU's first Thursday game 
since Thanksgiving night of 1973. LSU lost to 
Alabama in Tiger Stadium on Nov. 22 of that 
year, 21-7, in a battle of unbeaten teams. 

LSU had been scheduled to open the season 
at home against non-conference foe Middle 
Tennessee, but agreed to move up the 
Mississippi State contest to accommodate ESPN. 
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second with 65 stops. Senior linebacker 
Ali Highsmith came in at 63, giving the 
Tigers three good reasons why they 
ranked third nationally in total defense 
last year. 

Another is 6-5, 292-pound junior end 
Tyson Jackson, who is expected to add to 
his 37-tackle total that included a team- 
high 8.5 sacks. 

“I think we've gotten better,” Jackson 
said. “The defense has been together 
We fly to the ball.” 

That’s just how in-demand coordina- 


awhile. ... 
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tor Bo Pellini likes it. 

The Tigers take advantage of their 
immense athleticism in attacking an 
offense. Even in the one area where they 
may have lost half a step, senior strong 
safety Craig Steltz compensates with an 
infectious enthusiasm that should ease 
the departure of Jessie Daniels. 

“Anytime you play in front of 90,000 
fans, it’s electric,” Steltz said of LSU's 
home crowds, 

Others feel the same, which is why 
Steltz said, “Somebody's always there to 
make a play.” 

It will be hard to account for the loss 
of All-American free safety LaRon 
Landry, LSU’s leading tackler for three 
years, but the return of senior corner- 
backs Jonathan Zenon and Chevis 
Jackson should help ease the burden. 

Zenon returned two of his four inter- 
ceptions for scores last year as he tied 
Steltz for the team lead in picks. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Trindon Holliday’s 5-5, 159-pound 
frame keeps him from playing offense 
more often, where he is a dangerous threat 
both in the backfield and at wide receiver. 
That limited time gives him a chance to 
be fresh for special teams, however. 

Holliday excelled as a kick returner last 
season, most notably in the regular-season 
finale against Arkansas. He answered the 
Razorbacks’ go-ahead touchdown with 
a 92-yard score on the ensuing kickoff. 

In all, Holliday returned five kickoffs 
for an average of 32.4 yards. His load is 
sure to increase, as it will for punt and 
kickoff returner Early Doucet. 
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Player Profile 


MATT FLYNN 


The Wait is Over; 
Flynn Gets Chance 


Matt Flynn doesn’t possess the 
strong right arm of his predecessor. 
Nor does Flynn have the same com- 
manding physical presence. 

Still, Flynn just needs to be the 
equal of JaMarcus Russell in one vital 
area. 

“My main concern is for the team 
to have confidence in me,” Flynn 
said, “and when the game is on the 
line, to step up and make plays.” 

Flynn has shown he can make 
plays, although the game hardly was 
on the line when he dismantled 
Miami in the 2005 Chick-fil-A Peach 
Bowl, 40-3. 


Subbing for an injured Russell, 
Flynn made his only career start mem- 
orable by throwing for 196 yards and 
two touchdowns, also running for 
a score. He earned Most Valuable Player 
honors. 

That was then, though. His role has 
changed markedly with Russell having 
skipped his final year for the NFL. 

The pressure that the 6-6, 260- 
pound Russell endured now falls upon 
Flynn, who said he is more than ready 
to meet the challenge 

Flynn certainly has paid his dues. 
A fifth-year senior, Flynn (6-3, 228) 
has made the most of his limited 
opportunities. 

His first pass as a freshman went for 
an 87-yard touchdown. 

Against North Texas as a sophomore, 
he was a perfect 7 of 7 with three 
touchdowns. Last season, he complet- 
ed 12 of 20 passes for two touchdowns 
with an interception in 10 games. 

Flynn has completed 43 of 78 career 
passes for 10 touchdowns with two 
interceptions. 

Along the way, Flynn said he has 
improved, particularly during a pro- 
ductive spring practice when he 
assumed control of the team. 

“I think I got better both mentally 
and physically,” said Flynn, who also 
serves as the Tigers’ holder on place- 
kicks. 

Third-year coach Les Miles thought 
enough of Flynn to introduce him to 
the LSU Board of Supervisors in late 
January as the player who “very com- 
fortably appears to be our next quar- 
terback.” 

To maintain that status, Flynn must 
overcome both the past (the large 
shadow of Russell) and the future (ath- 
letic sophomore Ryan Perrilloux). 

Russell threw for 28 touchdowns last 
season in guiding the Tigers to their 
second consecutive 11-2 season. 
Perrilloux has warranted attention 
since starring as a Louisiana prep phe- 
nom. 

All the while, Flynn has waited 
patiently to show what he can do. 

Now is his time. 


Senior Patrick Fisher will be LSU’s 
first new punter in four years. Junior Colt 
David will kick field goals and extra 
points from the hold of Matt Flynn. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The four conference games away from 
Tiger Stadium promise to be far less 
demanding than last year’s rigorous road, 
which stood in the way of any national 
championship aspirations LSU might 
have had. - 

The Tigers moved their season opener 
at Mississippi State to Thursday, Aug. 30, 
to accommodate ESPN. An intersection- 
al test will come in the Sept. 8 home 
opener against Virginia Tech. 

LSU, which lost at Auburn and 
Florida last season, will play host to those 
teams on Oct. 6 and Oct. 20, respective- 
ly. Road games at Tennessee and Arkansas 
have been traded for visits to Kentucky 
and Ole Miss. 

Nick Saban, who revitalized LSU’s 
program, will welcome his former team 
to Alabama for a much-anticipated show- 
down Nov. 3. 

LSU will face non-conference foe 
Tulane in New Orleans’ Superdome. 


— Dave Moormann 


SCHEDULE 


Oct.13° at Kentucky 


at Alabama 
LOUISIANA TECH 
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 


Order by phone 205-996-6343 or 
at www.papajohnsbowl.com 


Legion Field ¢ Birmingham, Alabama « 12:00pm 


Ed Orgeron — At Ole Miss and ove tip 
j 7-16, 2 vests af +, 


“The Rebels are loaded at tailback with 
"returning starter BenJarvus. Green-Ellis, — 
Bruce Hall and Cordera Eason, Four mem- . 


back, too. The defensive line, ravaged by — 


makers Greg Hardy and Marcus Tillman. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS | pate 


Linebacker Patrick Willis’ college ¢ career ae 
ended, leaving the Rebels with a glaring 

hole on defense. Sophomore Jonathan 
c pee only Seas ee: ES 


I ). So ig back seven, ith two starters fn 
9, could bea problem. sip SD & 


S Charles Clark, CB 
‘LG Andrew Wicker 


1B Patrick Willis, 1B Rory Toon, 


} Orgeron’s quest to stockpile talent and i. 
bring a winner to Oxford enters its third — 
year. There's no doubt Orgeron — regarded 
for his recruiting prowess — has helped _ 
the talent level rise, but depth remains 
_ a big question. Nevertheless, an improved 

~ passing offense and new-look defense 

could be enough to get the program bowl | 
eligible for the first’ time since 2003. 
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bers of a much-improved offensive line are ' 


depth problems and injuries, returns alae ; 


Progress is Fine; Postseason Will Be Even Better 


t was the worst experience of his life. 
Never mind his season-ending 
injury as a freshman at Tennessee, his dis- 
missal from the team in the spring 
because of an on-campus fight or the year 
he spent out of the college football main- 
stream at a junior college in California. 

Brent Schaeffer said nothing compared 
to his first season struggles at Ole Miss. 

“Tt was the worst,” Schaeffer said. “No 
doubt. By far.” 

The highly touted quarterback’s 
unsuccessful transition — he completed 
47.1 percent of his passes for 1,442 yards 
with nine touchdowns and 10 intercep- 
tions — summed up Ole Miss’ season. 
Plenty of promise. But few rewards. 

Sure, there was progress. A talented 
signing class made an instant impact all 
over the field. There were down-to-the- 
wire losses to Georgia, Alabama, Auburn 
and LSU. But coach Ed Orgeron and the 
Rebels still finished 4-8 overall, 2-6 in the 
Southeastern Conference and needed a sea- 
son-ending win against Mississippi State in 
the Egg Bowl to avoid the SEC cellar. 

“T learned everything is not going to 
Schaeffer said. 


“You've got to work at it, have time 


go your way,” 


and take things as they come. Last season 
I felt there was a missing hole and I’m still 
anxious to get it filled.” 

Schaeffer and the offense were a big 
part of the problem. 

Ole Miss averaged 15.7 points, 261.4 
yards and 136.1 passing yards a game. All 
three were last in the SEC and near the 
bottom of the nation. 

The Rebels also were last in passing 


efficiency, first downs (181) and third- 
down conversions (29.3 percent). Big 
plays were missing. The Rebels struggled 
on third downs, had problems in the red 
zone and couldn't finish games against 
Auburn, LSU and Alabama. 

Schaeffer might not even get the 
chance to correct the woes in 2007. 

The senior, who was handed the starting 
job before he arrived on campus, enters 
preseason camp locked in a battle for the 
starting job. Senior Seth Adams, a former 
walk-on who replaced Schaeffer in the sec- 
ond half of the final two games, worked 
with the first-team offense in spring prac- 
tice and left a positive impression. 

Orgeron did not name a starter in the 
spring, but admitted Adams had a “leg 
up” on the competition. It will all play 
itself out in camp. 

“We want to have a winning season. 
We need to have a winning season,” 
Orgeron said. 

“We need to go to a bowl and win it. 
Is that our goal? No. Our goal is always to 
go to the Sugar Bowl. I believe we're at 
the point where we have to have a win- 
ning season. 

“We need to go to a bowl and do very 
well.” 


OFFENSE 


The Rebels had only one consistent 
weapon last season: tailback BenJarvus 
Green-Ellis. 

The New Orleans native, who sat out the 
2005 season after transferring from Indiana, 
rushed for 1,000 yards and seven touch- 
downs. The tough and durable back also set 
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BenJarvus Green-Ellis photo by A.0. Moore 
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a school record with 234 carries, shouldering 
the load for a struggling offense. 

“Everything centers around BenJarvus, in 
my opinion,” Orgeron said of the offense. 

Even so, Green-Ellis must get help for 
the Rebels to have success. 

The good news is that they return four 
members of a veteran line that excelled at 
run blocking but had problems in pass 
protection. 

Left guard Andrew Wicker is gone, but 
the Rebels are led once again by mam- 
moth left tackle Michael Oher. Center 
Corey Actis, right guard John Jerry and 
right tackle Maurice Miller return to their 
spots, while sophomore Reid Neely 
impressed the coaching staff in the spring 
at left guard. 

A year of experience should help the 
passing game, which lagged behind and 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 125.3 ypg rushing (8th in SEC/74th in NCAA), 136.1 ypg passing (12th/112th), 261.4 ypg total offense (12th/111th), 15.7 ppg (12th/108th) 


YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Seth Adams Sr. Improved Adams worked with starters all spring. Brent Schaeffer, Sr.* 
RB  BenJarvus Green-Ellis* Sr. Strong, powerful back hopes for more big plays. Bruce Hall, Sr. 

FB Jason Cook* Jr. — Solid blocker; intelligent player; big key to run game. Reggie Hicks, Fr. 

WR Marshay Green So.  Emerged as Ole Miss’ best playmaker in spring. Dexter McCluster, So.* 
WR Mike Wallace* Jr. Veteran of receiving corps must make more plays. Shay Hodge, So. 

TE Robert Lane Sr. Hopes to play larger role in offense after slow 2006. Robert Hough, Sr. 

LT Michael Oher* Jr Enters his third season as a starter, second at LT. Terry Freeman, Jr. 

LG Reid Neely So. Was the surprise of the spring, answering big need, Don Mosley, Fr. 

C Corey Actis* Sr. Veteran has taken’on leadership role on the line. Thomas Eckers, Sr. 
RG John Jerry” So. Mammoth lineman learned on the field as a freshman. Mark Jean-Louis, Jr. 


RT Maurice Miller* Jr. 


*Returning starter 


Moved into starting lineup at midseason and remains. 


Marcus Cohen, Sr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 159.4 ypy rushing (11th in SEC/84th NCAA), 194.5 passing (9th/46th), 353.9 total defense (11th/76th), 22.9 png (8th/61st) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Greg Hardy* So. Versatile athlete impressed as a freshman. Kentrell Lockett, Fr. 
DT Jeremy Garrett Sr. Veteran leader must stay healthy to help the Rebels. Daverin Geralds, So. 
DT Peria Jerry* Jr. Team's most talented DT had injury-plagued 2006. Brandon Jenkins, Sr.* 
DE Marcus Tillman* So. — Most-improved lineman has size, speed to excel. Chris Bowers, Jr. 

LB Antonio Turner Jr. Little-used backup will be asked for big things. Ashlee Palmer, Jr. 

LB Anthony Fein Jr. Fierce player who must fit in immediately at MLB. Jamie Phillips, Jr. 


LB Jonathan Cornell So. 
CB Dustin Mouzon Jr. 


Manned MLB in spring, but likely to slide to OLB. 
Played in reserve role before being slowed by injury. 


Allen Walker, Fr. 
Nate Banks, Sr.* 


CB Cassius Vaughn So. 
SS  Jamarca Sanford* Jr. 


Playmaker could be best hope for shutdown CB. 
Returns to SS after stint at SLB second half of 2006. 


Terrell Jackson, Jr. 
Markeith Summers, Fr. 


FS Kendrick Lewis So. 
“Returning starter 


hampered the Rebels all season. 

Nearly every important contributor 
returns at receiver. Junior Mike Wallace is 
the most experienced wideout, but there 
are high hopes for second-year players 
Marshay Green and Shay Hodge. Dexter 
McCluster, who was a big-play threat 
early before being sidelined by a vicious 
hit on a kickoff return, is back, too. 

The Rebels want to better tap into 
their talent at tight end. Converted quar- 
terback Robert Lane caught only 11 pass- 
es last season, far less than the Rebels had 
intended. Backup Robert Hough also is 
a talented pass catcher. 

But who will throw it to them? Seth 
Adams? Brent Schaeffer? Or freshman 
Michael Herrick? 

“We've been able to do things that we 
weren't able to do last year,” Orgeron 


Converted receiver has size and instincts to excel. 


Terrell Jackson, Jr. 


said. “But it’s all according to the person- 
nel and the type of quarterback we're 
going to have.” 


DEFENSE 


Orgeron’s actions in his first two sea- 
sons have made it clear: It’s his way or the 
highway. For players. Or coaches. 

But the defense-minded coach admitted 
the need for help when he hired long-time 
coordinator John Thompson and handed 
him the same title last winter. Thompson 
doesn’t have total control over the defense, 
but has added some wrinkles, made a few 
tweaks and has alleviated some of the 
responsibilities on Orgeron’s shoulders. 

Thompson is working with a defense 
undergoing a massive shakeup because of 
the departure of All-American linebacker 


Patrick Willis. Filling his shoes has been 
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REBELS RECRUITING 2007 


Chris Strong, DE/LB 

Every year he's been in Oxford, Ole Miss head coach Ed Orgeron has 

signed Mississippi's top overall prospect and the Class of 2007 was 

no different with the addition of Strong, a high school linebacker who 
could grow into a defensive lineman. 


Roderick Davis, WR 

Davis is an explosive player who has the speed to emerge as a deep 

threat for the Rebels during his freshman season. The Memphis prod- 

uct should team with fellow newcomer A.J. Jackson to provide depth 
to the Ole Miss receiving corps. 


Rishaw Johnson, OL 

One of the top offensive line prospects in the state of Louisiana, 
Johnson should contribute early for Ole Miss at one of the guard 
H spots. He has good enough feet to play tackle, though. 


ZF SIEMICLOMMER?S OF MifPFILT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


ARCENEAUX, Colby CB 5-10,195 @@ River Ridge, LA John Curtis Christian 
His senior season he had 59 tackles, with one sack and three interceptions. 


ATTERBERRY, Jamariey CB 5-11, 166 ooo Kosciusko, MS Kosciusko 
Rated as the No. 17 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 50 
cornerback in America. 


BREAUX, Lionel WR 5-11,183 ooo New Orleans, LA McDonogh 35 
Rated as the No. 37 wide receiver in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 19 player in Louisiana. 


BROWN, Johnny AN 60,199 ooo Charleston, MS Charleston 
Rated as the No. 11 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 41 
athlete in America. 


BRUMFIELD, Lamar IB 62,240 ooo Compton, CA Compton, CC 
Another California junior college signee for the Rebels. 


DAVIS, Roderick WR 6-0,192 oooo Memphis,IN  Wooddale 
Rated as the No. 10 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 30 
wide receiver in America. 


FEIN, Anthony LB 6-3,245 oooo  Scottsiale, AZ Scottsdale CC 
Rated as the No. 28 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


HUGHES, Jamison CB 60,199 ooo Oxtord, MS Oxford 
Rated as the No. 39 cornerback in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 14 
player in Mississippi. 


INGRAM, Fonterrian $ 5-10,18 ooo Atlanta, GA McNair 
Rated as the No. 40 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. 


JACKSON, A.J. WR 6-6, © © 6 0 Visalia, CA College of the Sequoias 
Rated as the No. 11 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


JEAN-LEWIS, Mark 0G 6-2,325 ooo Cerritos,CA Cerritos CC 
Rated as the No. 97 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


66000 
6OO606 


66666 2 
Jamison Hughes, DB OOo6S 4 


Hughes was undervalued during the } Total Stars 68 

recruiting process, but the son of Ole : 

Miss assistant coach Tony Hughes has aU ih ary SEC: 8 

good size and skills to play in the 

Rebels secondary early. The Oxford OOS MEEDS 

(Miss.) High product will be one who Orgeron will continue to try an upgrade the 

grabs more headlines as a player than personnel on the Ole Miss defense with next 

he did as a recruit. year’s recruiting class. The Rebels will be 
targeting defensive linemen, defensive backs 
and linebackers. On the offensive side of the 
football, expect Ole Miss to target running 
backs. 


THE SLEEPER 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


JOHNSON, Rishaw 0G 6-4,315 o©ooo Hammond,LA Hammond 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 10 offensive guard in America by 
Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 11 player in Louisiana. 


LAURENT, Ted DT 6-0,285 o©ooo Powder Springs, GA McEachem 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 16 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... 
Rated as the No. 19 defensive tackle in America. 


PALMER, Ashlee S$  6-3,225 ooo Compton, CA Compton CC 
Originally signed with Washington out of high school. 


RUE, David TE 66,250 ooo Monroe, LA Richwood 
Rated as the No. 46 tight end in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 26 
player in Louisiana. 


SANDERS, Justin DT 65,275 oo New Market, AL Buckhom 
Senior season had 119 tackles with 18 sacks.... Selected Ole Miss over Louisville, 
South Carolina and Southern Miss. 


SCOTT, Lawon DT 6-1,304 oo St. Petersburg, FL St. Petershury 
Selected Ole Miss over Wake Forest. 


SMITH, Isaiah IB 6-1,220 oo Columbia, TN Central 


Had more than 50 tackles his senior season. 


SOWELL, Bratlley OT 68,320 ooo Hemando,MS  Hemando 
Rated the No. 22 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. 


STRONG, Chris DE 6-3,251 oooo _ Batesville, MS South Panola 
Rivals100 selection. ... Rated as the No. 1 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... 
Rated as the No. 3 strongside defensive end in America. 


WASHINGTON, Alex O06 64,315 ooo Monroe, LA Carroll 
Rated as the No. 46 offensive guard in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the 
No. 29 player in Louisiana. 


WILLIAMS, Marshall LB 6-2,1988 ooo Decatur,GA S.W. Dekalb 
Rated as the No. 37 player in Georgia by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 39 
outside linebacker in America. 
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4 REBELS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK J 


. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 5 | Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass HomeTown ew defensive coordinator John Thompson 
51 COREY ACTIS C 6-5 290 Sr Bakersfield, CA DL 6-4 300 Sr Memphis, IN Neve he tossed out most of his old notebooks 
19 SETH ADAMS QB 6-4 225 Sx._Holly Springs OL 6-5 360 So Batesville and videotapes shortly after arriving at Ole Miss 
last winter. 

“It was kind of a cleansing,” Thompson said. 
“I don’t need this stuff anymore because I'm 
married to this defense now.” 

95. CHRIS BOWERS DE 6-2 245 dr __ Shreveport, LA 14 BRYAN KENDRICKS LB 5-11 202 So _Tallahassee, FL Thompson has been working under different 

47_ COLE BUZA 1B 5-11 210 Fr_ Houston, TX 15 ROBERT LANE TE 6-3 240 Sr Monroe, LA circumstances with the Rebels. He was named 

17 ROB CAMPBELL DB 5-10 160 So Houston, TX 1 KENDRICK LEWIS DB 6-1 185 So New Orleans, LA defensive coordinator, but didn’t come in and 

76 MARCUS COHEN OL 6-5 280 Sr Clarksdale 46 KENTRELLLOCKETT DL 6-5 225 fr Hahnville LA teach his schemes in the spring. Instead, he was 
Sa Se ee a a ae the one learning Ole Miss’ playbook. 

When Ed Orgeron hired Thompson, he said 
rrr OEE most of the Rebels’ 4-3 system would not 
12_CLIFF DAVIS QB 6-5 221 Fr__Eupora 40 MICO McSWAIN WR 6-1 203 Jr Richton change. 

30 DERRICK DAVIS RB 6-0 235 Fr_Meridian 79 MAURICE MILLER OL 6-3 350 Jr West Helena, AR Thompson — who coached Orgeron when he 
56 VICIENTE DELOACH DE 6-3 260_Sr_Columbus 62 DON MOSLEY OL 6-1 300 played at Northwestern State — doesn’t mind 
99 DAVID DENSMORE DL 6-1 245 So Shalimar, FL 12. DUSTIN MOUZON DB 5-11 175 Orlando, FL the unusual circumstances. 
16 BILLY DOBBS WR 6-0 155 Fr Amory aS a ar oe, a “Probably the most enjoyable part of this job 
36 MIKE DZURA DB 58 165 Fr Colleyville, TX so far has been just my conversations with 
25 CORDERAEASON _—RB_ 6-1 235 _—‘So_Meridian woe an hs apa f paghaee 

F i ompson said. “Because I really feel like we 
= a = = = - — = 36_ROBPARK OP 6-0 185 __dr_Memphis, N__ both just want the best in the thing.” 

: 45 JAMIE PHILLIPS LB 6-0 220 Oxford e Running back BenJarvus Green-Ellis left 

22 RYANFAVRET OK 5-11.170__St_Metairie LA 9 WESLEY PHILLIPS IS. 5-11 215 Madison the field last season thinking he fell painfully 
29 WILL FOSTER P 5-11189 Fr Charlotte, NC short of 1,000 yards. 


68 PRESTON POWERS LS 6-0 240 Collierville, TN 
; ge ee eS ere : 
63_ TERRY FREEMAN OL 6-3 330 Jr__ Memphis. TN 87 BRIAN RHODES WR. 6.0088 Ssuifonen But a month after sitting on 999 yards, Green 


82. CECIL FRISON TE 6-3 240 Fr Memphis, TN Sa ee a ee Ellis officially became the fourth back to record 
= SO FEKEWINROLAK DB 6-0 185 Memphis, TN in sch : 
54 JEREMYGARREIT DL 6-1 290 Sr  Senatobia RG my er Le ee oe ae a 1,000-yard season in school history. 
RREIT 6- arietta, gene : ‘ : 
72 DAVERINGERALDS DL 6-2 305 So Baton Rouge, LA SSS SS SS SS = After reviewing game film of his carries, Ole 
13 JAMARCA SANFORD DB_5-10 200 ___Jr__ Batesville Miss found the extra yard. The gift came courtesy 
7 BRENT SCHAEFFER QB 6-2 205 Sr _ Deerfield Beach, FL of an improper spot that occurred in the Auburn 
93 JOSHUA SHENE K 5-9 170 So Oklahoma City, OK game. The school informed the NCAA, and the 
19 ED GURNEY WR 5-11 181 Fr Kingwood, TX ee am 
aa Sa aa = 70 BRENT SMITH 1S. 64 280 So Madison official total was changed to 1,000. 
: . oa Se : : . C 
EN EAD =e So Stephenville, TE Sn Who was the biggest surprise of spring prac 
86 GREG HARDY DL 6-5 255 So Memphis, TN net a ea tice? For offensive line coach Art Kehoe, the 
56 DONHARGRODER LB 6-0 210 So Abbeville, LA - “a answer was easy: Left guard Reid Neely. 
50 DARRYLHARRIS OL 6-4 300 Sr Clarksdale 16_MARKEITH SUMMERS DB 6-2 190__Fr_Olive Branch “He has become a legitimate football player 
ANDY HARTMANN 5-10 230 So Cooper City, FL BILLY TAPP St. Petersburg, FL for us,” Kehoe said. It's nice to see that 
oy en eS ee BRANDON THOMAS North Augusta, SC because he has worked his (butt) off and he’s 
MARCUS TILLMAN -4 26 McCall Creek a tough guy and he doesn’t talk a lot of doo-doo. 
DAVID TRAXLER ee pans He just gets his work done. 
Neely, who will replace departed senior 
MICHAEL HICKS 63 Jacksonville, FL Andrew Wicker, played sparingly last season. 
REGGIE HICKS 6-2 Madison * Defensive tackle Jeremy Garrett is the 18th 
KYLE HILL 5-10 Oviedo, FL 26 LADERRICE WADGHN ER 6-2:, 105.5 Fr Mesnpihisy TW recipient of the Chucky Mullins Courage Award. 
SHAY HODGE 6-1 Morton _9 ALLEN WALKER DB 6-1 200 Fr__ Olive Branch The award is named after defensive back Chucky 
ROBERT HOUGH 6-4 Teiaon MIKE WALLACE : New Orleans, LA Mullins, who was paralyzed on the field in 1989 
and died two years later. 
Garrett will wear a patch with the No. 38 on 


his jersey this season. Mullins wore No. 38. 


96 CHRISTIAN ALBARRACIN K 5-10 180 Sr Corinth y DL 6-2 300 Jr Batesville 
28 NATE BANKS DB 5-11180 Sr __Liberty WR 6-2 193 Fr Memphis, TN 
89 BEN BENEDETTO DL 6-1 235 Fr _ Metairie, LA K 5-7 160 Jr Hom Lake 


44 JASON COOK FB_ 6-0 240 Jr__ Suwanee, GA 35 JACARIOUS LUCAS WR 6-2 180 Jr Cleveland 
11 JONATHAN CORNELL LB 6-1 220 So Azusa,CA 22 DEXTER McCLUSTER WR 5-9 165 So Largo, FL 


71 REID NEELY OL 6-6 300 So Jackson 
74 MICHAEL OHER OL 6-5 325 Jr Memphis, TN 
20 ASHLEE PALMER DB 6-2 214 Jr Compton, CA 


21 MARSHAY GREEN WR 5-10 170 So Bastrop, LA 
6 BENJARVUS GREEN-ELLIS RB 5-11 225 Sr New Orleans, LA 


JAMAL HARVEY 6-3 200 Jacksonville, FL 
GEORGE HELOW 5-10 Jacksonville, FL 


MICHAEL HERRICK 6-1 Valencia, CA 
ANTONIO TURNER 1 Orlando, FL 


CASSIUS VAUGHN 5- Memphis, TN 


PAUL HURD 6-4 Monroe, LA 32 LOGANWALSH FB 5-11. 212 F_Mlano, TX 
TERRELL JACKSON Puckett 29 HIRAM WHITE RB 5-10 184 _Sr_Birmingham, AL _ 
MARK JEAN-LOUIS Palm Beach, FL JOSH ZETTERGREN Senatobia 


(4-8, 2-6) 


Ww _ MEMPHIS 28-25 
L . at Missouri 7-34 
Ti, ~ at Kentucky 14-31 


Att Int Pct Long Yds/6 
10 4 “ 120 


Net Avg 
1000 4.3 
182 § 
140 


PL atALABAMA OT 23-26) 
tatiana 3-98 
Piatt 20-23) 


M 
5 
n 
y 
gt 


=nne 


Yds Avg TD 
410 5 


474 


G 
2 
2 
2 


Tackles: P lis 1 Johnson 9 
Interceptions: ” 
Sacks: G. Hardy 

Tackles for loss: | 
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the biggest question of the offseason. But 
it’s not the only one. 

Ole Miss must replace five starters in 
the back seven, including linebacker Rory 
Johnson, safety Charles Clark and shut 
down cornerback Trumaine McBride. 

“Some guys have _ progressed,” 
Thompson said. “I don’t think it’s like an 


avalanche of progress. It’s more like a gla- 


cier. A little bit at a time.” 

Sophomore Jonathan Cornell manned 
middle linebacker in the spring, but could 
slide outside with 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community College's 
Tony Fein. The Rebels also are searching for 
the best combination in a group that 
includes Antonio Turner, Ashlee Palmer, 
Allen Walker and Jamie Phillips. 

The secondary will lean on veteran 
strong safety Jamarca Sanford for leader- 
ship. Kendrick Lewis, a converted receiv- 
er, has made the biggest impact at free 
safety. Returning starter Nate Banks and 
2006 backups Dustin Mouzon and 
Cassius Vaughn will battle for starting 
spots at cornerback. 

Everyone returns on a line that was too 
thin, too inexperienced and too small in 
20006. 

Ends Marcus Tillman and Greg Hardy, 
who were pressed into duty as true fresh- 
men, should be much improved. Peria 
Jerry, Jeremy Garrett, Brandon Jenkins 
and Daverin Geralds will get help in the 
middle from newcomers Ted Laurent, 


Lawon Scott and Justin Sanders. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Orgeron handed a last-minute scholar- 
ship to Joshua Shene in 2006, and he 
ended Ole Miss’ troubles at placekicker by 
making 14 of 17 field goal attempts. 

Shene wasn't the only improvement. 
The Rebels emphasized productivity on 
special teams after a woeful performance 
in 2005 and it paid off. 

Wide receivers Marshay Green and 
Dexter McCluster were big-play threats 
on kickoff returns and are candidates to 


Ole Miss’ Winning Trend 1997-2006 


the fall arrival of 


~BAIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
RB BenJarvus Green-Ellis 
} 


[BEST — 


He briefly considered the 
| NFL Draft after his junior 
( season, but is back for 
' 2007. Once again, the big, 
; bruising runner will be the 
| centerpiece of coordinator 
| Dan Werner's _pro-style 
| offense. Green-Ellis 
rushed for exactly 1,000 
| yards on a school-record 
234 carries last season. He 


scored seven touchdowns. ..,.He also had four 
100-yard outings and recorded the fourth 1,000- 
| yard season in school history. 


EMERGING STAR 


: DE Marcus Tillman 
| 


Tillman was forced into 
duty at defensive tackle for 
most of 2006 because of 
depth and injury problems, 
but is back to a more com- 

| fortable position. ... Started 
11 games as a true fresh- 
man and finished with 

22 tackles and two sacks. ... 
Named Ole Miss’ most 
improved defensive player 

| in the spring and is expected to be a playmaker 

| off the edge in 2007. ... Was a Parade All- 

| American out of Franklin County (Miss.) High. 

i 


TOP NELWCOMER 


} LB Tony Fein 

Ole Miss needs an immedi- © 

ate answer for departed 

middle linebacker Patrick 

Willis and believes the 

| transfer from. Scottsdale 

(Ariz.) Community College 

/ will fill the void. ... The 

24-year-old spent three and 

a half years in the Army out 

of high school, including 

a one-year stint in Iraq. ... 

Intelligent, aggressive player piled up 136 tack- 

les at Scottsdale C.C. last season and was tated 

as the No. 28 junior college prospect in the 
nation by Rivals.com. 
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No Fear: Receiver 
© Ready to Be Hit 


I Ole Miss receiver Dexter McCluster 
f doesn’t remember much about the hit. 
All he knows is that he fielded the 
opening kickoff against Vanderbilt 
| ae Oct. 7, sprinted a few steps ... and 
his once-promising freshman season 
ended. 
h McCluster, who was one of Ole 
My) Miss’ best playmakers in 2006, had 
ly his first college season cut short 
when a big — and clean — hit 
from Commodores linebacker Chris 
Johnson left him with a concus- 
sion and severe stinger in his left 
shoulder. 


After showing off his talents as an 
all-purpose threat, McCluster spent the 
final six games watching from the side- 
line as the offense struggled. 

McCluster has spent the months 


since the injury preparing for the next 


hit. 

“A lot of people ask me about that,” 
McCluster said. “They say, ‘Are you 
going to be ready for that first hit?’ 

“T don't look at it that way. I’m just 
going to go out and when I get hit, 
I get hit.” 

McCluster thought it would come 
during spring practice. But Ole Miss 
took a cautious approach with the tal- 
ented sophomore, holding him out of 
contact drills. But the Rebels — and 
McCluster — insist he'll be back to full 
speed in 2007. 

Ole Miss needs him. 

McCluster was spectacular in his col- 
lege debut, compiling 268 all-purpose 
yards in the 28-25 win against 
Memphis. In six games, he caught 15 
passes for 232 yards with a touchdown. 
He also rushed for 68 yards and a score. 

Even though he missed the final six 
games, McCluster finished fourth on the 
team in receptions and second in yards. 

“When he was in there, he gave us 
a little life,” offensive coordinator Dan 
Werner said. “Any bullet in our gun we 
have, we'll take it and try to fire it.” 

McCluster said he’s loading up for 
a big season after spending months in 
rehab, fighting to restore strength in 
his shoulder. He's being counted on to 
lead a group of receivers that includes 
junior Mike Wallace and fellow sopho- 
mores Marshay Green and Shay Hodge. 

He hasn't watched tape of the 
Vanderbilt hit for months. When he 
tried to go back and sneak a peak on 
the Internet in the spring, McCluster 
said it wasn’t available anymore. 

But McCluster doesn't need the visu- 
al. His teammates remind him of it 
constantly. 

“Tm not worried. I’m not scared,” 
McCluster said. “I’m just ready to go 


out there and hit and just do what I've | 


been doing.” 


handle duties once again. Green also 
returns as Ole Miss’ punt returner. His 
last return of 2006 — a 47-yard touch- 
down — was the game-winner against 
Mississippi State. 

Rob Park returns at punter after aver- 
aging 38.9 yards as a sophomore. The 
Rebels must find a strong leg to replace 
senior Will Moseley, who booted 18 of 
44 kickoffs into the end zone. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Rebels open at Memphis on 
Sept..1 — the first of 10 straight games 
without an off week. Ole Miss’ depth will 
be challenged. 

The SEC schedule doesn’t favor the 
Rebels, either: Kentucky rotates off, 
defending national champion Florida 
rotates on. The only good news is that 
Ole Miss, remarkably, has won the past 
two meetings after beating the Ron 
Zook-led Gators in 2002 and 2003. 

Ole Miss will host Florida on Sept. 22, 
beginning a rugged six-game stretch that 
includes dates with SEC foes Georgia, 
Alabama, Arkansas and Auburn. 

Ole Miss 


closes the season at 


Mississippi State in the Egg Bowl. 
— Robbie Neiswanger 
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AT A GLANCE 


3.9 overall, 1-7 SEC (6th, West) 


bf 


“Sylvester 
and overall: 9-25, 3 years 
RE TURNING STARTERS 


PLAYER TO WATCH 


“0B Michae nig, WR Brandon McRae, 
WR Jamayel Smith, LT Mike Brown, F 

_ RB Anthony Dixon, DE Titus Brown, 

Dr Jessie Bowman, FS Derek Pegues 


PRIMA Y STRENG a 
7 : 

with Byithony Dixon and i incoming fresh- 
man Robert. Elliott, Mississippi State 
should be able to run the football. And 

if Michael Henig is healthy, he’s shown 
improvement in the passing game. Despite 
_ personnel losses, the defensive line, espe- 
“cially at end, ‘should be strong. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


- field, ‘caused shuffling throughout the 
depth chart. Inexperienced players 
abound there. Special teams haven't been 
tiers ; 


- DT Antonio Johnson, RG Brian Anderson, 
LB Quinton Culberson, FS Jeramie 
Johnson 


_ The offensive progression during the 

_ second half of last season has inspired 

~ guarded optimism in Starkville. But just 

_ in time for the offense to catch up, the 
defense lost a group of starters that will 
put many green faces on that side of the 

ball. A little improvement in the record, 
not a lot, can be expected. 
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2, 5 defense, kicker, punter _ 


Losses on defense, especially in the back- _ 
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BULLDOGS MISS. STATE BULLDOGS 


Year Four for Croom Means It’s Time to Win 


Ms Henig hears the talk. It may 
come in his Friday morning 


accounting class. Could be at a restaurant 
in Starkville. Might be at a baseball game, 
where he’s known to roam, Cincinnati 
Reds hat turned backward. 

It’s time to win, they say. It is time for 
Mississippi State football to be a player 
again, now that coach Sylvester Croom is 
entering his fourth season. 

Henig agrees. 

“We'll be sitting in practice saying ‘I’m 
tired of this,” Mississippi State’s junior 
quarterback said. “I’m used to winning. 
I can’t do this all the time. We feel the 
same way these fans do and we want it 


and more.” 


the same way that they do 

In order to do that, Henig and his 
teammates have much work to do. No 
matter the optimism surrounding certain 
aspects of these 2007 Bulldogs, there are 
plenty of question marks. 

For once, the defense seems to be the 
largest question mark. While defense was 
a dependable stalwart in Sylvester Croom’s 
early seasons of trying to teach the West 
Coast offense, the defense lost seven 
starters, including three off a talented front 
line. Ellis Johnson, the defensive coordina- 
tor, has concerns about experience. 

Meanwhile, the offensive expectations 
seem to have increased. There is guarded 
optimism around Henig, assuming he 
stays healthy. The passing game thrived in 
the second half of last season, and State’s 
young tailback corps is deep. 

But in Croom’s fourth year, the demands 
on winning have grown. Mississippi State 
hasn't had a winning season since the 2000 


team went 8-4 and played in the 
Independence Bowl, a span of six seasons in 
which the Bulldogs have won 17 games. 

You have to go all the way back to the 
1960s to find a span in which MSU has 
had as many losing records in a row. 
A seventh straight would match a stretch 
of futility from 1928 to 1934. 

But Croom thinks his Bulldogs are close. 

“We're definitely moving in that direc- 
tion, as far as our attitude about ourselves 
and_ believing in ourselves,” Croom said, 
“and also the mentality and identity we 
need to have. We want to be a tough, 
hard-nosed, physical, disciplined football 
team. We want to be a team that plays for 
60 minutes and plays together as a team. 
You have to have some talent, but those 
intangible things come first.” 


OFFENSE 


Chief among the concerns is Henig’s 
health. He broke his right collarbone 
twice last season and carries enough 
screws in the surgically repaired bone to 
prolong airport screenings. 

To that end, State signed Josh Riddell, 
a quarterback out of California's rich jun- 
ior college ranks. Riddell has played the 
position for only three years, and Croom 
is still trying to teach him the proper 
drops, but State is as confident at quar- 
terback as it has been in some time. 

Part of that has to do with the receiy- 
ing threats that developed last season. In 
the second half of ’06, State averaged 
some 36 yards more per game passing. 
That coincided with the emergence of tall 
and speedy junior college transfer Tony 
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TITUS BROLUN 


AN 


Burks as a big-play receiver. 

But Burks didn’t have a good spring. 
Walk-on Jamayel Smith did, as did 
Morehead State transfer Brandon McRae, 
and they are listed as starters. 

Despite losing experienced guard 
Brian Anderson, the line has added 
depth. Mike Brown, the left tackle and 
Florida transfer, could anchor it. 

The run game improved last season 
and has much potential this year. It’s built 
around sophomore Anthony Dixon, who 
had 100-yard games in two of State’s final 
three last season. Blue-chip recruit Robert 
Elliott surprisingly signed with the 
Bulldogs in February, and his arrival 
could signal immediate playing time. 

Which brings an even juicier thought 
to Croom, one that popped up sometime 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 95.2 yng rushing (12th SEC/104th NCAA), 191.7 ypg passing (8th/68th), 286.8 ypg total offense (11th/103rd), 18.4 ppg 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Michael Henig* Jr. 


Injured twice last year, but showed promise. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Josh Riddell, Jr. 


RB Anthony Dixon* $0. 


Got bigger in offseason, may share time. 


Robert Elliott, Fr. 


a 


Brandon Hart Jr. 


Earned experience after injuries depleted this spot. 


Jeremy Jones, Jr. 


WR Brandon McRae So. 


Transfer from Morehead State had a great spring. 


Aubrey Bell, Jr. 


WR Jamayel Smith* Jr. 


Can big-play Burks assume spot like he did last year? Tony Burks, Sr.* 


TE _ Eric Butler* Sr. Turf toe bothered him all last year. Dezmond Sherrod, Sr. 
LT Mike Brown* Jr Florida transfer has next-level potential. Mark Melichar, Fr. 
LG Anthony Strauder*” Jr. Veteran who staked claim here in ‘06. J.C. Brignone, Fr. 
C —_- Royce Blackledge* Sr. Played every snap at center nine times in '06. Johnny Carpenter, So. 
RG J.D. Hamilton Sr. One of the team’s toughest players. Michael Gates, Jr. 
RT Craig Jenkins* So. Started all 12 games during freshman season. Mark Melichar, Fr. 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 115.4 ypg rushing (Sth in SEC/36th NCAA), 205.9 yng passing (11th/67th), 321.3 yng total offense (7th/41st), 25.8 ppg (11th/83rd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Titus Brown* Sr. Unit's star who led team in sacks in '06. Charles Burns, Jr. 
DT Cortez McCraney Jr. Takes over for duo that made MSU line feared. Kyle Love, So. 

DT Jessie Bowman Jr. Junior college star could start immediately. Quinton Wesley, So. 
DE — Avery Hannibal Sr. Solid spring gives first-year starter comfort. Brandon Cooper, Fr. 
LB Gabe O'Neal” Sr. Has played in all but one game of career. Dominic Douglas, Jr. 


LB Jamar Chaney* Jr. 


Moved from weak side to replace Quinton Culberson. 


Tim Bailey, Jr. 


LB Jamon Hughes So. 


Newcomer takes over Chaney's spot. 


Anthony Littlejohn, Jr. 


CB Anthony Johnson _—So. 


Didn't dent stat column until midway through '06. 


Keon Humphries, Jr. 


CB Marcus Washington So. 
SS __De'Mon Glanton Jr. 


Also inexperienced, and competition will continue. 
Supplanted Fitzhugh with strong spring. 


Tay Bowser, So. 
Keith Fitzhugh, Jr.* 


FS Derek Pegues* Jr. 
*Returning starter 


around signing day in February: If Elliott 
turns out as promised, the bulked-up 
Dixon could, in some formations, play 
fullback, an important element in the 
West Coast offense. 


DEFENSE 


Gone are stalwarts like Quinton 
Culberson at linebacker and Antonio 
Johnson at tackle. To replace them, MSU 
has pulled out all the stops: Moving play- 
ers to new positions, forcing young guys 
to step up early and asking a junior col- 
lege transfer to start. 

The junior college player is tackle 
Jessie Bowman, who left spring with 
a starting spot beside Cortez McCraney. 
Avery Hannibal drew praise for his work 
in the spring, and he'll join returning 


Speedy playmaker who moved from CB. 


Demario Bobo, Jr. 


starter and leader Titus Brown at end. 

But the defensive front is still a major 
area of concern for coordinator Ellis 
Johnson. He’s also worried about the 
inexperience at corner, where sophomores 
Marcus Washington and Anthony 
Johnson and left spring as starters. 

Derek Pegues was a starter at corner; 
he’s been moved to free safety, part of a 
larger trend of shifting on the depth 
chart. Culberson’s impact was so large at 
middle linebacker that Jamar Chaney was 
moved from the weak side to replace him. 
Jamon Hughes fills his shoes. 

In all, 13 lettermen, including six 
starters, departed. Among the project- 
ed starters, there are just three seniors, 
though State seems confident it can re- 
create the same level of play, especially 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2007 


Robert Elliott, RB 

The top prospect at his position in the Magnolia State, Elliott was 
committed to Ole Miss for the majority of the process before switch- 
ing to the Bulldogs late after also considering Florida State and 
Memphis. 


Co-Eric Riley, WR 

Riley was generally regarded as the top wide receiver prospect in the 
Mississippi junior college system. He has good size and explosive- 
ness and will be a welcomed addition to the Bulldogs receiving corps. 


Derek Sherrod, OT 

Sherrod has NFL potential at tackle. The 6-6, 298-pounder has good 
size, long arms and great feet. He should play early and only will get 
better with coaching and development. 


S 
Ny 
N 
Q 
Nis 
Si 
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Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomeTown ScHoot 


ANDERSON, Damein CB §-11,175 9 Hazlehurst, MS Hazlehurst 


Committed to Mississippi State over Southern Mississippi. 


BAILEY, Korentheus = DT «6-3, 248 O90 Gainesville, GA East Hall 


Senior season made 120 tackles with 15 sacks. 
BONNER, Wade CB  5-10,18 ooo Somerville, TN Fayette-Ware 


Rated as the No. 21 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 41 
cornerback in America. 


BOWMAN, Jesse DT 6-1,335 © Wesson, MS Copiah-Lincoln C 


Rated as the No. 56 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 
BROWN, Karlin 1B «5-10, 199 oo Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 


Made 103 tackles and had two interceptions. 


CARROLL, Wesley QB 6-2,199 ooo Fi Lauderdale, FL Aquinas 


Rated the No. 28 pro-style quarterback in America by Rivals.com. 


CRUTISON, Maurice §=6 LBs«G-2,210 oo Port Gibson, MS Port Gibson 
Rushed 352 yards with 48 attempts and hree touchdowns. ... Caught 12 passes for 
271 yards and three touchdowns. 


DIXON, Antwon $ 61,200 ooceo  Tem,MS Tery 
Rated the No. 13 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 44 safety in 
America. 


DOUGLAS, Dominic IB 6-2,225 oo Raymond, MS — Hinds CC 


Signed with Mississippi State over Memphis. 


ELLIOT, Robert RB 6-0,191 oocoo  Okolona, MS Okolona 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 2 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... 
Rated as the No. 11 running back in America. 


GREEN, Marcus ATH 6-2,201 oo0 DeKalb,MS Kemper Co. 
Rated as the No. 20 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. 


GUY, Jazzmen DE 6-5,265 o©ooo  Hazlehurst,MS Hazlehurst 
Rivals250 selection... Rated as the No. 5 player Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated as 
No. 11 strongside defensive end in America. 


HOLMES, Jimmie DE 6-3,227 ooo Moorhead, MS Miss. Delta CC 


Rated the No. 96 junior college player in America by Rivals.com. 


HUNT, Mike S$ 6-2,204 coo Meatlville, MS Franklin Co. 
Rated the No. 16 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 46 safety in 
America. 


JENKINS, Colton OT 6-6,280 ooo Winona, MS Winona 
Rated as the No. 66 offensive tackle in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 18 
player in Mississippi. 


JONES, Jamie 1B 6-1,215 oo Springdale, AR Springdale 


Selected Mississippi State over Kansas State, Kentucky and Ole Miss. 


LAWRENCE, Addison TE 6-4,250 o© Senatobia, MS Magnolia His. 
One of the top players in northeast Mississippi. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


OOO6S 
66606 


O'Neal Wilder, WR OOO6S 


There is a trend toward bigger J Total Stars 
receivers in college football and the . 
6-5, 200-pound Wilder intrigued many AEE 


coaching staffs down the homestretch 

of the 2007 recruiting cycle. It could COGS SIEEDS 

take a few years of development, but The Bulldogs still need help at quarterback as the 

Wilder certainly has the potential to be —_ position is lacking. A talent upgrade at signal caller is 

a surprise. a must if the West Coast offense is ever going to be 
successful in Starkville. Mississippi State also should 
be looking to upgrade its defensive line and speed in 
the secondary. State isn't lacking for offensive play- 
makers, but those are always welcomed. 


THE SLEEPER 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


. Hr Wr. Stars HomeTown 


C 62,275 ooo Birmingham, AL Oak Mtn. 


Rated the No. 19 center in America by Rivals.com. 


MERRITT, Dakota OT 6-5,290 oo Pensacola, FL W. Florida Tech 
Selected Mississippi State over Central Florida. 


NANCE, Chris CB 5-10,185 oo Booneville, MS Northeast CC 


Selected Mississippi State over Troy and Tennessee Martin. 


O'QUINN, Jasper CB 45-10, 185 oo Wesson, MS Copiah-Lincoln CC 
Chose Mississippi State over West Virginia, Louisville, Memphis and Southern 
Mississippi. 

RELF, Chris WB 63,206 oo0 Montgomery, AL Carver 


One of the first commits in the 2007 class. 


RICHARDS, Eric K 6-4, oo Vicksburg, MS Warren Central 
One of the top kickers in Mississippi. 


RIDDELL, Josh QB 6-2,200 oo Los Altos Hills, CA Foothill College 
Selected Mississippi State over Weber State and Western Illinois. 


RILEY, Co-Eric WR 62,205 cooo Lucedale, MS Gulf Coast Ct 


Rated as the No. 13 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


SAULSBERRY, Quentin OG 6-3,270 ooo Independence, MS Independence 
Rated the No. 15 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 37 offensive 


guard in America. 


SHERROD, Derek OT 6-6,298 oooo Columbus,MS Caledonia 
Rivals250 selection. ... Rated as the No. 3 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com. ...Rated 
as the No. 13 offensive tackle in America. 


SMITH, Zach S 60,1654 oo Altoona, AL © Susan Moore 
Rushed for 1,300 yards with 19 touchdowns his senior season and passed for 
2000 yards with 23 touchdowns. 


STOCKETT, Ethan S 60,164 oo Fort Smith, AR Southside 


Averaged five yards rushing per attempt. 
WHITE, Antonio IB 6-2,240 ooo Hollandale, MS Simmons 


Rated the No. 15 inside linebacker in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 12 
player in Mississippi. 


WILDER, O'Neal WR 65,200 oo Carthage, MS Carthage 


Caught six passes for 243 yards and made five touchdowns his senior season. 


WILLIAMS, LaMarcus DT 6-1,280 ooo Bastrop, LA Bastrop 
Rated as the No. 27 player in Louisiana by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 48 defen- 
sive tackle in America. 


WRIGHT, KJ. IB 6-3,210 ooo Olive Branch, MS 
Rated the No. 52 outside linebacker in America by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 19 
player in Mississippi. 


Linoy's SPoRTS ANNUALS 167 


BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER ( NOTEBOOK 


. Wr. Crass Hometown a Pos. Hr. Wr. Ciass HomeTown erek Pegues was out of position last year. 

TIM BAILEY IB 6- Glen Allan KEON HUMPHRIES Montgomery, AL He wasn’t the best corner, but he was the 
AUBREY BELL WR 6 Prichard, AL JASON HUSBAND eS ees best guy Mississippi State could play at corner. 
Perhaps MSU's most dynamic athlete, Pegues will 


play free safety this season after making four 
DEMARIO BOBO DB 6+ Courtland ANTHONY JOHNSON ; So Jackson interceptions at corner last year. 


JESSE BOWMAN DL 61 315 Wesson JEREMY JONES 6. Harvey, LA “Derek is a play-maker; he’s a good contact 
guy,” defensive coordinator Ellis Johnson said. 


“He's smart, heady. He just wasn’t at home at 
J.C. BRIGNONE OL & Pass Christian ANTHONY LITTLEJOHN LB 6- Jacksonville, FL corner.” 


ROYCE BLACKLEDGE OL 6-4 29 Sandersville CRAIG JENKINS 4 So Pearl 


TAY BOWSER DB 6- Gilmer, TX JARVIS KYLES DB 6- Milledgeville, GA 


MICHAEL BROWN OL 6 College Park, GA LANCE LONG WR 5-11 186 Macomb, MI * There's a story around every corner at wide 
a eee er receiver for Mississippi State. First, there's 
Brandon McRae, who sat out last season after 
transferring from Morehead State. In one year 
CHARLES BURNS DL 6-3 26 Hattiesburg BLAKE MCADAMS =P 5- Ripley, IN there, he led the team in receiving. After an out- 
standing spring, he earned a starting nod. 

There’s also Jamayel Smith. A walk-on, he 
didn’t make much of an impact in 2005. So when 

ALEX CARPENTER WR 6- Biggersville MARK MELICHAR OL 6 Birmingham, AL fall camp opened prior to last season, he wasn’t 


TITUS BROWN DL 6-3 25 Tuscaloosa, AL KYLE LOVE DL 6- Fairbum, GA 


TONY BURKS WR 6- Gulfport RYAN MASON WR 6- Mobile, AL 


ERIC BUTLER TE 6-3 2 Moss Point CORTEZ MCCRANEY DL 6- Southaven 


ADAM CARLSON P/K 6- Gulfport BRANDON MCRAE WR 6- Chester, VA 


JOHNNY CARPENTER OL 6- Citronelle, AL REGGIE ODOM DL Deland, FL on the 105-man roster. He didn’t make it to 
camp until another player decided to leave the 


team. 
BRANDON COOPER DL 6-3 2 Missouri City, TX DEREK PEGUES DB 5- Batesville With a new attitude, he soon flourished. He 
ANTHONY DIXON == RB. 6- Jackson RODNEY PRINCE DL s&& Irondale, AL caught six passes for 93 yards and a score in the 
loss to Kentucky. For the season, he caught 


20 passes, third most on the team. 
CHRISTIAN DUCRE RB 6- Mandeville, LA TRAY RUTLAND QB 6- East Point, GA Then there’s Tony Burks. He easily led MSU 


JAMAR CHANEY LB 6- Fort Pierce, FL GABE O'NEAL 1B 6- Columbus 


DOMINIC DOUGLAS LB 6- 7 Clinton 6 JOSH RIDDELL QB 6- Salem, OR 


ANTHONY DUNNING OL 6- Thomasville, AL JOEY SANDERS WRC Macon receivers in ‘06, catching 35 passes for 850 
yards. But a spotty spring practice has relegated 


TY EVANS QB 6- Lexington, TN DEZMOND SHERROD x Caledonia 


him to a backup role entering fall camp. 

© Coach Sylvester Croom has said his build- 
KEITH FITZHUGH DB. 5- Hampton, GA 63 CHRIS SPENCER - So Meridian ing program needs all the TV exposure it can get. 
He and athletic director Larry Templeton have 
kept that attitude this year, too, with only four 
home Saturday games, a move dictated by the 
J.D, HAMILTON OL 6 5 Natchez ANTHONY SUMMERS 6- Olive Branch networks. 


AVERY HANNIBAL DL 6-1 245 + Sr_LaGrange, GA ROLAND TERRY 6- Meridian After much rearranging in the offseason, the 
Bulldogs will open on Thursday night on ESPN 


against LSU. Then, there was another move: The 
BRANDON HENDERSON TE 6- r Fayetteville, GA TYLER THREADGILL Philadelphia Egg Bowl, which for six years was broadcast by 


AARON FELD SN 6- Homewood, AL JAMAYEL SMITH East Point, GA 


MICHAEL GATES OL 6-4 Fairbum, GA ARNIL STALLWORTH - So Daphne, AL 


DEMON GLANTON DB 6- Atlanta, GA ANTHONY STRAUDER Natchez 


BRANDON HART RB 5- ir LaGrange, GA BRANDON THORNTON ! Birmingham, AL 


MICHAEL HENIG © 0B. Montgomery, AL MARCUS WASHINGTON DB. 5- Missouri City, TX ESPN on Thursday night but spent the last two 
seasons off TV, is being moved to a noon CT 
Friday kickoff for television. It’s a two-year deal. 


CHRIS HERRERA DL 6- Missouri City, TX QUINTON WESLEY : Atlanta, GA 


JAMON HUGHES LB 6 Rolling Fork JUSTIN WILLIAMS - Tallulah, LA 


(3-9, 1-7) 


L SOUTH CAROLINA 5 
L AUBURN 0-34 
L TULANE 29-32 


at UAB 


Loss 
39 


Results 


WEST VIRGINIA 
JACKSONVILLE STATE 


at Georgia 
KENTUCKY 


Individual Stats 


ARKANSAS 
at Ole Miss 
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TO BY R.D. MOORE 


ANTHONY OIXON 


up front, by banking on Brown’s expe- 
rience. 

“Titus Brown and Jamar Chaney are 
the keys,” Croom said. “Titus gives us 
a guy up-front who is an anchor and a 
very good pass rusher. And you've got to 
be strong down the middle and Chaney 
and Derek Pegues give us that.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Simply put, last year’s special teams 


were too often a parade of errors. 


- Miss. 


Punting was average. Placekicking was 
hardly dependable, judging by the first 
half, fourth down from the Georgia 30 
when Croom opted to punt. 

Kickoff coverage was the most embar- 
rassing point of contention, coming to 
a head when Darren McFadden returned 
one 92 yards for a touchdown in the 
Arkansas game. State had just scored 
against the then-one-loss Hogs and the 
return killed the momentum. 

So changes were made in that depart- 
ment. Special teams coach Amos Jones 
departed in January; he’s now an assistant 
Reed 


Stringer, just 28 years old, added special 


with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 


teams to his duties, though the units will 
still be a group effort. 

Stringer at least has one very bright spot 
returning from last season: Pegues. He was 
the league’s second-best punt returner last 
year, averaging 14 yards per touch. He was 
its fifth-best kick returner. The speedster, 
a senior, returned two punts for scores. 

Placekicking improved through last 
season, and Adam Carlson appears ready 
to inherit that role again this year. But the 
Bulldogs signed a highly touted prep 
kicker, Eric Richards, who could come in 
and compete for that role as well as the 
kickoff role. Finding a kicker who could 
routinely pound kickoffs for touchbacks 
would be a big help, too, as State had 
only nine of 43 cross the plane last season 
and this year kickoffs will come from five 
yards further back. 

Coverage skills often go back to depth, 
that’s. something the 


though, and 


Bulldogs lacked in Croom’s early years. 


State's Winning Trend 1997-2005 


™ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DE Titus Brown 

Among a crowded list of | 
pro prospects like Deljuan |) 
Robinson and Antonio | 
Johnson up front, the | 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., native led | 
Mississippi State in sacks => 
with 7.5 and tackles for loss ¥ 
with 14.5. He'll be counted | 
on just as much this year, | 
as he’s the line’s only 
returning starter. ... He's 
just as easily counted on for his leadership skills, 
as he’s a vocal guy on the field and a jokester off 
it. ... Was moved from middle linebacker after 
his’ freshman season. ... Was a second-team 
All-SEC selection by the coaches and media. 


EMERGING STAR 


RB Anthony Dixon 

Once the crowded field at 
tailback was thinned due to | 
injury last year, the true | 
freshman from Pearl, Miss., 
shined, running for 335 | 
yards and two touchdowns | 
in the team’s final three | 
games. Nicknamed 
“Boobie” by teammates and } 
coaches after the character 
— and real person — 
Boobie Miles in the Friday Night Lights book and 
movie. ... Gained weight in the offseason, 
potentially for a move to fullback in some sets. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


DT Jessie Bowman 


State mined a top 
prospect from the state's 
rich junior college ranks in 
December when it got the 
signature of Bowman over | 
Ole Miss and Miami. ... JC ) 
Grid Wire named him a first 
team junior college All- | 
American after he recorded 
83 tackles, 14 of them for ” 
loss, with two sacks in his 
second season at Copiah-Lincoln CC. ... Trimmed 
45 pounds off his weight to prepare for his major 
college recruitment. .,. After spring practice, 
was penciled in as a starter at DT. 
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PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


Player Profile 


MICHAEL HENIG 


For Henig, Bigger 
is Better ... and 
Necessary 


The road to his increased confi- 
dence started, oddly enough, as he 
was planted into the turf, his right 
shoulder in pain, on an otherwise 
beautiful fall Saturday afternoon. 

Michael Henig’s collarbone had just 
been broken. Again. And while such 
an injury occurred much more because 
of the jarring hit applied to him by the 
Arkansas pass rusher, some, including 
his head coach, wondered aloud if 
Henig would ever be a _ sturdy 
Southeastern Conference quarterback 
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if he couldn't get much stronger. 

So Henig, now a junior and back for 
more as Mississippi State’s starting 
quarterback, started working. He also 
started a fitness regimen of another 
sort — nightly trips to a local ice 
cream joint for a milkshake of coffee 
ice cream mixed with strawberries. No 
lie. If that wasn’t in the cards, a roast 
beef sandwich at one of the other fast 
food places down Highway 12 was. 

“It’s completely different,” Henig said. 
“Not just me, I think everybody's feeling 
the same way. Just a whole different 
feel. I think guys are working harder.” 

But perhaps none harder between 
rehab and spring practice than Henig, 
who was never accused of being a weight 
room addict. It also helped that MSU 
signed Josh Riddell, a junior college 
quarterback whose gaudy stats could 
have signified a real threat to the start- 
ing role Henig established even through 
last year’s injury-riddled campaign. 

Henig finished spring still atop the 
depth chart, and Croom noticed the 
improvement. 

“He throws the ball extremely well,” 
Croom said. “He’s improved on his 
drops; he’s improved on his ball 
mechanics. Time and repetition has 
allowed him to have a better under- 
standing of the offense, and also under- 
standing coverages in the defense.” 

The junior from Montgomery, Ala., 
has a strong arm, but accuracy has 
been a learning point. In seven games 
last season, he threw nine intercep- 
tions to seven touchdowns. He passed 
for 1,201 yards. 

To get better, Henig said it's all 
a matter of his pre-snap routine. 

Henig credits some of his improve- 
ment to a video machine setup his 
father bought for him. It’s the same 
type of film-review software the coach- 
es use in their Bryan Building offices, 
and Henig has been taking the practice 
DVD home with him to watch. 

But not straight through. He's a col- 
lege student, you know, and doesn’t 
want to be bored too much. 

“IT turn some music on,” Henig said. 
“I just don’t sit there and straight do 
that.” 


It still showed last year, the third year of 
rebuilding, when MSU was easily the 


SEC’s worst kickoff coverage team. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Croom lauded moving the season- 
opening LSU game to Thursday, 
Aug. 30, meaning itll be televised on 
ESPN as the season’s first game. Croom 
thinks having the game so early will help 
his team focus when camp starts. 

But there's no denying that playing LSU 
and Auburn in the first three games puts 
MSU ina tight spot. There's room to recov- 
er, sure, with Tulane, Gardner-Webb and 
UAB also in the first half. Bue remember 
this: Tulane beat Mississippi State last sea- 
son, and it took overtime to get by UAB. 

When he signed the contract years 
ago, athletic director Larry Templeton 
had no reason to think West Virginia 
would be an elite program. The Bulldogs 
visit Morgantown on Oct. 20. 

The key rivalry games — Alabama and 
Ole Miss 


up the potential for dramatic November 


are at home, though, setting 


games at Scott Field if the Bulldogs are 
teetering on bowl eligibility. 


— Kyle Veazey 


SCHEDULE 


"Aug. 30 LSU 
Sept. 8 at Tulane 
“Sept. 15 at Auburn — 
“Sept. 22 JACKSONVILLE STATE ~ 
” Sept. 29 at South Carolina 
Other ga | SOAR 
Oct.13. + +~—~*TENNESSEE 
Oct.20.  —_ at West Virginia 
“Oct. 27 at Kentucky 
“Nov. 10 ALABAMA 
“Nov. 17 at Arkansas _ 
Nov. 23 OLE MISS 
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From The Grove to Rocky Top—with several stops in between—there may not be 
more passionate tailgaters anywhere than in the SEC. These 12 schools have some 
of the nation’s best football programs and throw some of the 
nation’s best tailgate parties. 

The Ultimate Tailgater's SEC Handbook 

captures it all and has the tools you need 

_ to get the most out of your pre-game party: 


STEPHEN LINN 


* Tailgating tips and venue guides 
* School and team histories 
¢ Mascot stories 

Game-day traditions - 

Recipes 

¢ Where to stay, where to eat, and what to 

do in every SEC city 
e And more! ; 

’ . >» 

oan CORON CPORCIE 


SA STATE 
' ALABAMA | ARKAN “ weyeel pri stAL 
" sSyiMIis5is= os 

~ LSU | OLE MISS eR One 


“There's nothing like SEC tailgating and there's 
nothing like The Ultimate Tailgater's SEC 
Handbook to help you enjoy all the excitement. BERT eins |The 
From game-day traditions to fun facts about team 
_ mascots to what fans do in the parking lots, 
Stephen's captured the spirit of Saturdays in the SEC perfectly!” 

—JOHN LARGENT, President/Founder, American Tailgaters Association 


Available in stores and at 


©2007 4964 Productions. theultimatetailgater.com 
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AT A GLANCE Watch out, SEC: Looks Like the Swagger is Back 


8-5 overall, 3-5 SEC (5th, East) 


» Steve Spurrier — At South Carolina: 
15-10, 2 years; overall: 157-50-2, 17 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


17; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Blake Mitchell, RB Cory Boyd, 

WR Kenny McKinley, DT Ladi Ajiboye, 
LB Jasper Brinkley, DE Clifton Geathers, 
CB Captain Munnerlyn, P/PK Ryan Succop 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


| South Carolina’s defense should be vastly 
improved from last year, thanks to a solid 
influx of talent, particularly on the line. 
On offense, the Gamecocks should be solid 
at the skill positions and QB Blake 

| Mitchell seems ready for a big season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


South Carolina is replacing three starters 
on the offensive line, and while the 
Gamecocks have numbers to work with, 

it may take awhile for them to become 

a cohesive unit. South Carolina could use 
players to step up at wide receiver to help 
Kenny McKinley. 


WR Sidney Rice, CB Fred Bennett, 
C Chris White, ATH Syvelle Newton 


South Carolina has big ambitions of com- 
peting for an SEC title, and has better 
talent than last year. However, a tougher 
schedule and a lack of depth probably will 
keep the Gamecocks around seven or 
eight victories. 


| his first two years at South Carolina, 
coach Steve Spurrier’s demeanor was 
almost humble — a quality he wasn’t 
exactly known for at Florida. 

The OP Ball Coach might really be 
making a comeback this season. 

After leading the Gamecocks to back- 
to-back bowl games, and armed with 
a host of returning talent and a highly 
regarded recruiting class, some of the old 
Spurrier swagger is beginning to return. 

“We're shooting to win the SEC,” 
Spurrier said of Year Three of his building 
project. 

“We think we've got enough players. If 
they play hard and play smart, we think 
they can help us compete for an SEC title.” 

Spurrier’s optimism — even in 
a league in which the top teams have 
stacked top 10 recruiting classes one 
upon another for years — is not altogeth- 
er unfounded. 

The Gamecocks return 17 starters, 
including nine on defense and kicker- 
punter Ryan Succop, who is among the 
best in the nation at both positions. 

The Gamecocks lose only 12 letter- 
men, and add a recruiting class that most 
services ranked among the nation’s best. 
finished 7-5 in 


Spurrier’s first season, and 8-5 last year. It’s 


South Carolina 
going to take a significant leap to get to 
SEC championship territory, but a quick 
look back shows the Gamecocks might be 
closer to contending than most imagine. 
Only a well-timed leap by Florida 
defensive end Jarvis Moss in blocking 
a field goal attempt prevented the 
Gamecocks from knocking off the even- 


tual national champion Gators. 
And 


Auburn, Tennessee and Arkansas in 


there were narrow losses to 


which the Gamecocks had their chances. 

South Carolina then closed the season 
with three consecutive victories, includ- 
ing a road win over archrival Clemson 
and a Liberty Bowl victory over Houston. 

Could this year’s team be poised for 
a major breakthrough? 

Spurrier believes that it is, and, well, if 
it doesn’t happen this year, then maybe 
sometime soon. 

“Time will only tell if we can win an 
SEC (title),” Spurrier said. “We haven't 
done it. We haven't even come real close 
yet. But that’s our goal. We've got some 
time to do it. I’ve got a six-year contract. 

“T really think we're at a level player- 
wise, and hopefully with this class com- 
ing in, that we're close enough to shoot 


for it now.” 


OFFENSE 


South Carolina's offense took a major 
hit when wide receiver Sidney Rice 
declared for the NFL draft. 

As a redshirt sophomore, Rice caught 
72 passes for 1,090 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. 

However, junior Kenny McKinley 
(51 catches for 880 yards and five touch- 
downs last season) appears ready to take 
over top billing. 

South Carolina needs a few more 
receivers to step up around McKinley in 
Spurrier’s pass-oriented offense. 

The most likely possibilities are junior 
college transfer Larry Freeman, who had 


172 Linoy’s SPORTS ANNUALS 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2007 


Jasper Brinkley Photo by Doug Benc/Getty Images 


PHOTO BY DAVID J. GRIFFIN/ICON SMI 


s! 
~ 
Wy 
t 
4 
i 
B 
y 
Y 
~ 
Q 


the inside track on a starting spot exiting 
the spring, and returning players Moe 
Brown, Freddie Brown, Mike West and 
Jared Cook. 

South Carolina likes to use the tight end 
in the passing game, and the Gamecocks 
should be in good shape there with seniors 
Andy Boyd and Robert Pavlovic, and the 
addition of Nick Prochak. 

Prochak, converted to tight end from 
safety, was the buzz of the spring, show- 
ing a knack for getting open and making 
sure-handed receptions. 

Senior tailback Cory Boyd is the per- 
fect fit in Spurrier’s offense, a tough run- 
ner who can get the extra yard, with just 
enough shake to make him a threat to 
break one. He also is a sure-handed 
receiver out of the backfield. Boyd will be 
backed at tailback by juniors Mike Davis 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 144.3 ypg rushing (6th SEC/52 NCAA), 250.7 yng passing (4th/24th), 295 ypg total offense (Srd/28th), 26.6 ppg (6th/44th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Blake Mitchell Sr. 
TB Cory Boyd* Sr. 


In third year, has finally mastered Spurrier’s offense. 
Seems poised for big year as a rushing/receiving threat. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Tommy Beecher, So. 
Mike Davis, Jr. 


FB Lanard Stafford* Sr. 


Stafford a solid blocker; Brown was a DE last year. 


Ryan Brown, Sr. 


WR Kenny McKinley* dr. 


With Sidney Rice gone, should lead team in catches. 


Moe Brown, So. 


WR Larry Freeman Jr. 


Junior college transfer had solid spring. 


Freddie Brown, So. 


TE Andy Boyd* Sr. 


Great blocker, but has been injury prone. 


Nick Prochak, Fr. 


LT Jamon Meredith* Jr. Should be a leader up front. 


Gurminder Thind, Jr. 


LG Garrett Anderson So. 
C ~~ William Brown Sr. 
RG James Thompson Sr. 
RT — Justin Sorensen* dr. 


*Returning starter 


Started four games as a true freshman. 
Moves to center from guard. 

Career backup gets a chance to start. 
Will have to improve to stay in lineup. 


Matt Raysor, Jr. 
Jeremy Burgess, Jr. 
Kevin Young, Fr. 
Hutch Eckerson, So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 146.8 ypg rushing (Sth SEC/77th NCAA), 190 ypy passing (8th/22), 338.8 ypy total defense (9th/48th),18.7 ppg (6th/29) 


POS STARTER YR 


DE Clifton Geathers Fr. 


COMMENT 


Early enrollee had tremendous spring. 


BRACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jonathan Williams, Jr. 


DT Ladi Ajiboye Fr. 


Another early enrollee coming off great spring. 


Marque Hall, Jr. 


DT Nathan Pepper* dr. Most experienced player up front. Joel Reaves, Sr.* 
DE Travian Robertson Fr. Another immediate impact freshman from the spring. Eric Norwood, So. 
LB Casper Brinkley” Sr. Moves over from defensive end. Yvan Banag, Jr. 


LB Jasper Brinkley* Sr. 


Returning All-SEC player and leading tackler. 


Vandaral Shackleford, So. 


LB Rodney Paulk* ‘So. 


Will have to hold off challenge from incoming talent. 


M. Sapp, Jr/C. Wells, Sr.* 


CB Captain Munnerlyn So. 


Team’s fastest player and a great cover corner. 


Stoney Woodson, Jr.* 


CB Carlos Thomas* di. 


Showed great improvement in spring. 


Chris Hail, So. 


$$ EmmanuelCook So. 


Five-game starter earned Freshman All-SEC honors. 


Chris Hampton, Sr.” 


FS Brandon isaac Sr. 
“Returning starter 


and Bobby Wallace. 

Lanard Stafford and Ryan Brown will 
share the duties at fullback, a blocking 
back position in the Gamecocks’ offense. 

Senior quarterback Blake Mitchell 
begins his third season running Spurrier’s 
offense, and he could be poised for a big 
year after putting up respectable numbers 
a year ago. Mitchell, who lost the starting 
job early in the season only to regain it 
late, completed 135 of 202 passes (66.8 
percent) for 1,789 yards, 10 touchdowns 
and six interceptions. 

The battle for the No. 2 spot looms as 
significant, given Spurrier’s track record 
for benching starters for various lengths 
of time. 

Chris Smelley and Tommy Beecher are 
battling for that spot, with highly touted 
freshman Stephen Garcia to be thrown 


Returns after missing last season with shoulder injury. 


Darien Stewart, So. 


into the mix in the fall. 

South Carolina’s biggest task on 
offense will be replacing three starters on 
the line. 

Jamon Meredith, a junior with 17 
career starts, has the left tackle spot 
locked up, with senior James Thompson 
penciled in at right guard and William 
Brown at center. 

The battle at left guard and right tack- 
le likely will continue well into fall prac- 
tice. Justin Sorensen and Hutch Eckerson 
are the top contenders at right tackle, 
while Garrett Anderson rates a slight edge 
at left guard. 


DEFENSE 


Returning nine starters would be rea- 
son enough to assume South Carolina 
will be vastly improved on defense. A for- 
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Chris Culliver, WR 

Though Culliver hasn't played the position full-time, he has the speed 
and explosiveness to make an impact as a freshman both in Steve 
Spurrier's offense and returning kicks. 


5) Travian Robertson, DE 

Robertson enrolled at South Carolina in January. His work ethic and 
performance on the defensive line likely means he’s going to see plen- 
ty of snaps this fall from the defensive end position. 


] Cliff Matthews, DE 

Matthews is an elite pass rusher who will contribute for the 
Gamecocks on passing downs this year. His speed and tenacity make 
B him special. South Carolina held off a strong push from Georgia to 
sign him. 


TF SIEMWLOMERS OF MIPFILT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars Hometown Scxoot 


AJIBOYE, Olufemi DT 6-2 2909 ooee Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Signed with Virginia Tech out of high school. 


ALLEN, Antonio S 61,200 oo°0 Ocala, FL Trinity Catholic 
The nation’s No. 42 safety prospect according to Rivals.com. ...The No. 80 overall 
prospect in Florida. 


AUGUSTE, Akeem CB 5-11,175 © © Hollywood, FL chaminade-Madonna 
Rivals250 selection. ...the No. 14 cornerback prospect in America according 
to Rivals.com. ...The No. 28 overall prospect in Florida. 


BAKER, Eric RB 5-11,185 goo —_ Jacksonville, FL Ed White 
The No. 41 running back prospect in America according to Rivals.com. ...The No. 70 
overall prospect in Florida. 


BARNES, Jason WR 64,197 oooe Charlotte, NC Independence 
The No. 11 prospect in North Carolina according to Rivals.com. ...The No. 32 wide 
receiver prospect in America. 


BARNES, Mark ATH 6-2,19%% oooeo Columbia,SC Richland NE. 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the nation’s No. 9 athlete by Rivals.com. ...The No. 6 
overall prospect in South Carolina. 


BOWMAN, Michael WR 5-10,156 ooo —Watleshoro,NC = = Anson 


Picked the Gamecocks over Colorado and East Carolina. 


CLEMENTS, Matt WR 6-2,18 ooo Naples, FL Barron Collier 


Rated as the nation’s No. 45 wide receiver prospect by Rivals.com. ...The No. 55 overall 


prospect in the state of Florida. 


CULLIVER, Chris WR 6-1,199 ©oo0 — Gamer, NC Gamer 
Rivals100 selection. ...The No. 1 overall prospect in North Carolina according to 
Rivals.com. ...The nation’s third-ranked wide receiver prospect. 


DIMARCO, Pat FB 6-3,230 oo Altamonde Springs, FL Lake Brantley 
Orlando Sentine! Player of the Year. ...Nephew of golfer Chris DiMarco. 


WR 62,205 ooo Poplarville, MS Pearl River ¢.C. 


Rated as the nation’s No. 42 overall junior college prospect according to Rivals.com. 


GARCIA, Stephen QB 6-3,220 o©o00 Tampa, FL Jefferson 
Rivals100 selection. ...Elite 11 selection. ...Rated as the nation’s No. 4 dual-threat 
quarterback by Rivals.com. 


GEATHERS, Clifton DE 6-7,270 oooo Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Signed with Georgia out of high school. 


HILLS, Joseph ATH 6-4,205 oo@oo Palmetto,FL Palmetto 
Rated as the nation’s No. 27 athlete by Rivals.com. ...The No. 37 overall prospect in the 
state of Florida. 


INGRAM, Melvin LB 6-2,230 ooeo  Rockingham,NC Richmond 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com. ...The nation’s 
No. 10 outside linebacker prospect. 


LeCORN, Dion WR 6-0,192 oooo Ocala,Fl — Trinity Catholic 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 19 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com. 
...The nation’s No. 17 wide receiver prospect. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


66600 
66666 


THE SLEEPER 


Byron McKnight, DE 600000 


McKnight was seen by many as | Total Stars 

a throw-in so that the Gamecocks National Rank: 6 

could sign his high school teammate 

from Laurinburg (N.C.) Scotland CPOOGE JIEEDS 

County, Travian Robertson, but the Linebacker is the position that stands out as the 

6-5, 235-pounder has impressive _ biggest need for the Class of 2008, but other than 

physical tools. Given time to develop, that, expect South Carolina to sign a balanced 

McKnight could emerge as one of the class. Spurrier and company likely will target sev- 

biggest steals in this year's class. eral quarterbacks on the national level, but as of the 
spring, no decision had been made as to which one 
specifically to go after. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Stars Hometown Scnoot 


MADDOX, Brian RB 60,215 ©0900 Anderson,SC TL. Hanna 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in South Carolina and the 
nation’s No. 13 running back. 


MATTHEWS, Cliff DE 6-5,245 oooo Cheraw, SC Cheraw 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the nation’s third-ranked weakside defensive end 
prospect according to Rivals.com. ...The second-ranked overall prospect in South 
Carolina. 


McKNIGHT, Byron DE 6-5,235 oo Laurinburg, NC Scotland Co. 


High school teammate of fellow Gamecock signee Travian Robertson. 


NICHOLLS, Donte’e DT 62,270 ooo Pompano Beach, FL —Ely 
The No. 93 overall prospect in Florida according to Rivals.com. ...The nation’s No. 49 
defensive tackle prospect. 


NUNN, Kyle OL 65,265 ooo Sumter, SC Sumter 
The No. 18 overall prospect in South Carolina according to Rivals.com. ...The nation’s 
No. 62 tackle prospect. 


POPE, Sam DB 61,175 ooo Summit, MS Southwest CC 
Originally from Beaufort, S.C. ...The nation’s No. 54 junior college prospect according 
to Rivals.com. 


RICHARDSON, Quintin OL 6-5,299 oooo Columbia,SC Spring Valley 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 8 offensive tackle prospect in America 
by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in South Carolina. 


ROBERTSON, Travian DE 6-4,255 ooo Laurinburg, NC Scotland Co. 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in North Carolina by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 8 strongside defensive end prospect in America, 


Weslye TE 6-6,283 oooo ODurham,NC Riverside 


Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com. 


SMITH, Arkee S 60,180 oo Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Picked the Gamecocks over Cincinnati, South Florida and Wake Forest. 


WILLIAMS, Addison CB «59,170 coo Atlanta, GA Westlake 
Rated as the No. 29 cornerback prospect in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the 
No. 28 overall prospect in Georgia. 


WILLIAMS, Jamire CB 6-1,199 ooo Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Rated as the nation’s No. 21 cornerback prospect by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 45 
overall prospect in Florida. 


WILLIAMS, Jonathan DE 64,275 ooo Moorehead, MS Miss.Delta CC 


The nation’s No. 44 overall junior college prospect according to Rivals.com. 


TE 6-4,225 000 Fort Myers, FL Dunbar 
The nation’s No. 49 tight end prospect, No. 90 overall in Florida according to Rivals.com. 


WINFIELD, Alonzo LB 6-0,206 *** Winston-Salem, NC Carver 
The nation’s No. 44 outside linebacker pros@ © © ording to Rivals.com. ...The No. 27 
overall prospect in North Carolina. 
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91 LADI AJIBOYE 


70 GARRETT ANDERSON 0G 6-4 300 So 


62 PIERRE ANDREWS 
30 YVAN BANAG 
74 HEATH BATCHELOR 
6 TOMMY BEECHER 
80 ANDY BOYD 
3 CORY BOYD 
51 CASPER BRINKLEY 
52 JASPER BRINKLEY 
65 RYAN BROADHEAD 
82 FREDDIE BROWN 
9 MOE BROWN 
43 RYAN BROWN 
63 SEAVER BROWN 
71 WILLIAM BROWN 
76 JEREMY BURGESS 


GAMECOCKS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


DT 6-1 2% 


OG 6-2 287 
LB 5-10 223 
OT 6-7 304 
QB 6-1 221 
TE 6-4 267 
TB 6-1 214 
LB 6-2 257 
LB 6-2 262 
OC 6-5 271 
WR 6-2 211 
WR 6-0 180 
FB 6-0 256 
OG 6-4 320 
OC 6-4 291 
OC 6-4 297 


81 TERRENCE CAMPBELL DT 6-2 282 


21 EMANUEL COOK 
84 JARED COOK 
32 MARCUS DAVIS 
25 MIKE DAVIS 
HUTCH ECKERSON 
KENRICK ELLIS 
TY ERVING 
FOXY FOXWORTH 
LARRY FREEMAN 
LEON GAMBLE 
CLARK GASTON 
CLIFTON GEATHERS 


SS 5-10 216 
TE 6-5 236 
LB 5-9 219 
TB 5-9 212 
OT 6-6 286 
DT 6-5 327 
FS 5-10 195 
TE 6-3 245 
WR 6-1 209 
WR 5-10 179 
FB 6-2 231 
DE 6-7 270 


Fr __ Riverdale, GA 

Irmo 

Fr Charlotte, NC 

Jr Buford, GA 

Fr Haleyville, AL 

So Concord, NC 

St Concord, NC 

Sr Orange, NJ 

St Thomson, GA 

Sr Thomson, GA 

Fr Leesburg, GA 

So Duncan 

So Anderson 

Sr Moncks Comer 

Fr Clearwater, FL 

St Boonville, NC 

Jt Loris 

Fr Austell, GA 

So _ Riviera Beach, FL 

So Suwanee, GA 

St Columbia 

Jt Columbia 
Lumberton, NC 


West Palm Beach, FL 


Batesburg 

Mt. Pleasant 
Fort Meade, FL 
Georgetown 
Cleveland, TN 
Georgetown 


JOHN GUERRY 
CHRIS HAIL 

PAUL HAILE 
MARQUE HALL 
CHRIS HAMPTON 
THOMAS HOOPER 
JIM HUTTON 
BRANDON ISAAC 
LEMUEL JEANPIERRE 
BRYAN KINGREY 
DAVID LAGGIS 
SPENCER LANNING 
DUSTIN LINDSEY 
JORDIN LINDSEY 


LB 6-0 221 

CB 5-10 195 

WR 5-11 193 
6-3 302 
5-11 194 
5-6 154 
6-1 


Columbia 
Lovejoy, GA 
Lexington 
Wingate, NC 
Memphis, TN 
Montgomery, AL 
Greeleyville 
Blackville 
Orlando, FL 
Raleigh, NC 
Conyers, GA 
Rock Hill 
Mobile, AL 
Mobile, AL 


ALEX MCGRATH 


RECEIVING 


Name 
2 


Greer 


46 AUBREY MCKAY 
11 KENNY MCKINLEY 


19 MICHAEL MCQUEENEY OB 


77 JAMON MEREDITH 
12 BLAKE MITCHELL 

34 KRIS MIZELL 

1 CAPTAIN MUNNERLYN 
42 MIKE NEWTON 

85 ERIC NORWOOD 

30 CALVIN PARKS 

45 RODNEY PAULK 

93 ROBERT PAVLOVIC 


19 NICK PROCHAK 

20 TAYLOR RANK 

60 MATT RAYSOR 

98 JOEL REAVES 

47 CURTIS RICE 

42 TRAVIAN ROBERTSON 

72 HARDEE SANDERS 
MARVIN SAPP 


Pos. Ht. Wr. 


CB 5-9 179 
WR 6-0 181 
6-2 216 
OT 6-5 295 
QB 6-3 211 
WR 5-10 202 
CB 5-9 180 
FS 5-11 197 
DE 6-0 264 
TB 5-8 192 
1B 6-0 217 
TE 6-4 255 
DT 6-1 290 
SS 6-1 204 
SS 6-3 226 
TB 6-0 215 
OG 6-3 315 
DT 6-1 294 
LB 6-0 237 
DE 6-4 250 
OC 6-1 284 
LB 5-11 222 


VANDARAL SHACKLEFORD LB 6-0 238 


GERROD SINCLAIR 
CHRIS SMELLEY 
JUSTIN SORENSEN 
NATE SPURRIER 
SCOTT SPURRIER 
LANARD STAFFORD 

32 DARIAN STEWART 

14 RYAN SUCCOP 

75 GURMINDER THIND 

5 CARLOS THOMAS 
JAMES THOMPSON 
CHARLES TURNER 
RANZINO VALENTINE 
DAKOTA WALKER 
BOBBY WALLACE 
CODY WELLS 
MIKE WEST 
JONATHAN WILLIAMS 
6 STONEY WOODSON 

DAMIEN WRIGHT 
GREG WRIGHT 
KEVIN YOUNG 


Cmp Att Int 
135 202 € 


tong 


46 


DEF LEADERS 


F, Brown 


Tackles: J. B 
Interception 
Sacks: C. Brinkle 
Tackles for loss: 
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LB 6-0 233 
QB 6-1 

OT 6-7 323 
P 6-2 233 
WR 5-4 164 
FB 5-9 247 
FS 5-11 218 
P/PK 6-2 213 
OT 6-4 293 
CB 5-11 192 
0G 

LS 


Ciass HomeTown 


Sr Darlington 


Jr Mableton, GA 

So Mt. Pleasant 

Jr Simpsonville 

St__ LaGrange, GA 

So Beaufort 

So Mobile, AL 

Jt Lexington 

So Acworth, GA 

Jr Mauldin 

So Columbia 

St Mississauga, ONT 

Jr Greenville 

Jr Columbia 

Fr Spartanburg 

So Vancouver, WA 

Jr Bamberg 

St Marion 

St Union 

Fr Laurinburg, NC 

So Barnwell 

Jr Jacksonville, FL 

So Riverdale, GA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
Vancouver Isi., BC 
Snellville, GA 
Leesburg, VA 
Hemingway 

So Huntsville, AL 

Jr Hickory, NC 

Jr Mississauga, ONT 

Jt College Park, GA 
Sumter 
Roebuck 


CB 


Greenville 

Mays Landing, NJ 
Conway 
Belleview, FL 
Ocala, FL 


Augusta, GA 
Tampa, FL 


Sumter 


Cross 


Clearwater, FL 


TD Long Yds/6 
10 52 198.8 


12 


6 
Ae | 


Results 


( NOTEBOOK a 


outh Carolina was one of only 15 Division 
I-A teams to finish the season with three 
consecutive victories, and it was the first time 
the Gamecocks had accomplished it since 1973. 

Even so, coach Steve Spurrier was not par- 
ticularly impressed by the accomplishment, 
which included victories over Middle Tennessee 
and Clemson and a Liberty Bowl victory over 
Houston. 

“You can’t say we really competed our 
hearts out in the Clemson game or the bowl 
game,” Spurrier said. “We won them somehow or 
another, but we didn’t play all out the way you 
need to play if you're ever going to win a cham- 
pionship. So we're a long way off, but we're try- 
ing to get there.” 

® Defensive tackle Nathan Pepper is one of 
the players in the mix to replace Scott Morgan as 
the deep snapper on field goals and extra points. 

Pepper got the chance to snap in a game 
two years ago when Morgan was suspended, and 
has snapping experience dating to his high 
school days. 

“I was a quarterback in the ninth grade and 
then I came to the varsity in the 10th grade, and 
we already had a pretty good quarterback up 
there,” Pepper said. “So I switched to defense. 
And then I started long snapping just as some- 
thing to do because I could throw the ball. So 
they figured I could long snap, too.” 

In fact, South Carolina backup quarterback 
Tommy Beecher is being looked at as the 
replacement for Ike Crofoot as the snapper on 
punts. 

e Ryan Brown is trying his third position 
in as many years. 

Brown, a senior, started out as a line- 
backer, then moved to defensive end, where he 
started eight games last season. He is now at 
fullback. 

“It’s more work for me to do, but I’m will- 
ing to work hard, so it’s OK,” Brown said. 

© The Gamecocks feature two sets of twins. 
All four play defense. Jordin Lindsey is a defen- 
sive end, while his brother Dustin is a line- 
backer. Jasper and Casper Brinkley are both in 
the starting lineup at linebacker. 


(8-5, 3-5) 
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CORY BOYD 
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midable influx of talent makes it an even 
stronger possibility. 

The new blood is most noticeable 
along the front. The Gamecocks add 
highly regarded recruits Clifton Geathers, 
Travian Robertson and Jonathan 


Williams at 


Ajiboye at tackle. All enrolled early and 


defensive end, plus Ladi 
participated in spring workouts. 

The coaching staff, so encouraged by 
the newcomers, moved ends Casper 
Brinkley, who started every game last 


year, and Ryan Brown, who started eight, 


ee 


An ener ay 


to different positions. 

South Carolina also returns Marque 
Hall and Nathan Pepper at tackle and 
Jordin Lindsey and Eric Norwood at end. 
Norwood, a pass-rushing specialist who 
tied for the team lead in sacks last year 
with seven, is battling to become a full- 
time starter this season. 

All-SEC middle linebacker Jasper 
Brinkley led the team in tackles last sea- 
107, 


flanked by twin brother Casper on one 


son with and he likely will be 
side and either Rodney Paulk or Marvin 
Sapp on the other. 

The Gamecocks lose veteran corner 
Fred Bennett, but Captain Munnerlyn, 
Stoney Woodson and Carlos Thomas all 
return with starting experience. 
Munnerlyn played in 12 games with five 
starts last year as a freshman and quickly 
developed into a solid cover corner, 

Spurrier labeled Woodson and 
Thomas as two of the most improved 
players in the spring. 

The Gamecocks’ top two players at 
strong safety from last year — Chris 
Hampton and Emmanuel Cook — both 
return, 

Senior Brandon Isaac, who missed last 
year with a shoulder injury, has the inside 


track on the starting job at free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Not satisfied with the Gamecocks’ per- 
formance on returns or coverage, Spurrier 
hired Shane Beamer from Mississippi 
State to assist Fred Chatham with beefing 
up the special teams. 

Beamer is the son of Virginia Tech 
coach Frank Beamer, known for his spe- 
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QB Blake Mitchell 

Spurrier's offense is |) 
geared for the quarterback © 
to be the star, and Mitchell | 
appears poised to be just | 
that. ... Mitchell completed | 
135 of 202 passes (66.8 per- | 
cent) last season for 1,789 © 
yards, with 10 touchdowns | 
and six interceptions, even 
though he started only six ’ 
games. ... He leads SEC 
quarterbacks in career completion percentage 
(61.2 percent). ... Mitchell is seventh in school 
history with 4,245 passing yards. 


| 


_ yard rushing season after 


| yards and eight touchdowns fs 


TB Cory Boyd 
Boyd should be poised to 
end his career with a 1,000- 


finishing last year with 823 


on 164 carries. ... A perfect 
fit in Spurrier’s offense, 
Boyd is an exceptional pass 
catcher out of the backfield 
and had 35 receptions for * 


) 406 yards and two touch- 


downs last year, ... An offensive line that figures 
to be improved with more depth will only help 
Boyd's totals. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Ladi Ajiboye 
An early enrollee, Ajiboye 
made an immediate impact 
in spring practice. He was 
practically unblockable in 
scrimmage situations and 
proved equally adept as 
a run stopper, as well as 
a pass rusher. ... Ajiboye 
played at Hargrave Military 
School last year and was 
rated by Rivals.com as the 
No. 21 prep school prospect in the nation. 
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KENNY MCKINLEY 
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a. 3 a ee 
New No. 1 receiver: 
He’s ‘fearless, quick’ 


With Sidney Rice having left 
school early for the NFL, someone 
will have to step up as South 
Carolina’s No. 1 wide receiver. 

That figures to be Kenny McKinley, 
who labored in Rice’s considerable 
shadow each of the past two seasons. 

Rice caught 142 passes for 2,233 
yards and 23 touchdowns in two sea- 
sons at South Carolina, and McKinley 
says he can match that lofty produc- 
tion. 

“I feel like I'm the type of receiver 
who can put up those kind of num- 
bers,” said McKinley, a 5-10, 


———— = SS 


Profile 


181-pound junior from Mableton, Ga. 
“Tm not Sidney, though. We're totally 
different types of receivers, but 


I believe I can put up those kind of | 


numbers.” 


Rice, who is 6-4 with a 36-inch ver- | 


tical jump, went up and over defenders 
to grab the football. 

McKinley prefers a different style. 

“T use my quickness and speed and 
knowledge,” McKinley said. “I know 
where to go and where to get open. 
Sidney could outrun you and out-jump 
you, but I just try to get open.” 

By all accounts, he has done it well. 


a 


Last season, McKinley finished sec- | 


ond in receptions to Rice with 51 for § 


880 yards and five touchdowns. 

“He's fearless,” said South Carolina 
wide receivers coach Steve Spurrier 
Jr. “He’s tough, instinctive, intelli- 
gent. He’s quick. There are guys who 
are quick who don’t play quick. He 
plays quick.” 


McKinley also has uncommonly good § 


concentration. He rarely drops a pass, 
even when bumped and interfered 
with by defenders. 

“He’s unbelievable,” Spurrier Jr. 
said. “He had some catches last year 
where I got on him for running bad 
routes and getting covered but making 
a really good play. He had a great 
spring and he’s gotten a lot better.” 


McKinley says most of his efforts | 
have concentrated on getting stronger. | 
“I’m working on my strength and my | 
blocking,” he said. “Those are two | 


areas where I've got to get better.” 

McKinley was a quarterback in high 
school, but the Gamecocks signed him 
believing he had a future at wide 
receiver. He wasted no time in proving 
them correct. 

He started six games and caught 
25 passes for 291 yards in 2005, 
a respectable freshman year that was 
completely overshadowed by Rice’s emer- 
gence as one of the nation’s top talents. 

Now it’s McKinley's turn to shine. 

“I don't talk too much with these 
guys about number of receptions and 
those sort of things,” Spurrier Jr. said. 


“But we're expecting a big year from J 


Kenny.” 


LE 


cial teams acumen. 

Returning starter Ryan Succop han- 
dled all the kicking duties for the 
Gamecocks last season and was outstand- 
ing in all areas. He made 16 of 20 field 
goal attempts, including a 55-yarder. He 
averaged 43.6 yards per punt, and 29 of 
his 73 kickoffs went for touchbacks. 


Spurrier’s hopes of contending for an 
SEC title won't be helped by the sched- 
ule, but at least he'll know early where the 
Gamecocks’ chances stand. 

South Carolina's first two conference 
games are on the road — Georgia 
(Sept. 8) and LSU (Sept. 22). 

The Gamecocks get Mississippi State, 
Kentucky and Vanderbilt at home before 
closing out the conference schedule with 
games at Tennessee and Arkansas and 
a home game with Florida. 

Outside the league, a home game 
against rival Clemson at the end of the 
season and an Oct. 13 game at North 
Carolina are the toughest spots on 
a schedule that also finds the Gamecocks 
playing home games with Louisiana- 
Lafayette and South Carolina State. 

— Charlie Bennett 


Sept. 8 at Georgia 


Sept. 15 SOUTH CAROLINA STATE — 


Sept. 22 at LSU 


Sept. 29 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
“Oct.4  ~—~—«KENTUCKY ~~ 
“Oct.13 at North Carolina — 
“Oct.20.  ~—~VANDERBILT ~ 
' Oct. 27 at Tennessee 
“No.3 ~—~— at Arkansas > 
“Nov.24 ~~ CLEMSON 
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Image courtesy of the Cal MedigsiRelations 


“What would Saturday afternoon be without first scanning 
‘THE KICKOFF’ morning, noon and night assessing match-ups, Pac 
EAST comparing power ratings and reviewing records?” 


-The Chattanooga Times -F ree Press > 
SS ZA (SOUTHEASTERN a 
wii = S= 


Since 1951, THE KICKOFF has been providing college football 

fans from coast to coast, the most accurate power ratings in the p r 

nation. No serious fan will go through a season with out it. Get : Yi 

all 17 issues mailed to you via first class or you can receive it by 

EWGA e-mail. Call us at 1-866-779-6921 or go to kickoffzone.com to WAC 
"  guscribe. readers, enter in the Coupon Code box “~~ 


CONFERENCE. 


for special pricing. @ 
ape ava 
IM If you're a business owner, you can give THE KICKOFF to your 

customers. This is a cost effective retention tool as well as a way 
Be to attract new customers. Call 1-866-779-6921 to find out more. 


kickoffzone.com 


(AT PEGLANGE 
"9-4 overall, 5-3 SEC (T-2nd, East) 


) Phillip Fulmer — — At Tennessee and ; 
jeovenalls A137 41, 45 yea 


RE TURNING & TARTERS 


v3} 7 offense, a defense, punter 


PLAYERS Ta WATCH 


QB Erik Ainge, RB LaMarcus Coker, 
RB Arian Foster, TE Chris Brown, 
23 Jonathan Hefney, LB Jerod Mayo, 

DE Xavier eerele P Britton oleate 


‘PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


"Erik Ainge set a school record for comple- 
tion percentage, and he figures to be the 

- SEC's best quarterback as a senior. The 

- Vols have enviable depth at running back 

and tight end. ‘The linebacking corps is 
so deep ‘that the Vols ‘experimented with 

»a3- 4 look i in the spring. 


“POTEN TIAL PROBLEMS 


and there is no obvious go-to guy. The 

- secondary lost three starters and might 
be forced to rely ¢ on newcomers to shore 
_up holes: The defensive front must get — 
"more pressure than last season, when 

- the Vols had only 17 sacks. 


WR Robert Meachem, WR Jayson Swain, 

OT Arron Sears, DI Justin Harrell, DL Turk 

McBride, LB Marvin Mitchell, CB Jonathan 
Wade, S Demetrice Morley — 


“The losing record of 2005 is a distant 


_ memory. and the Vols are eager to reclaim 


their spot: among the elite. The schedule 
is tough early — at Cal and at Florida in” 
_ the first three games — but a senior QB 


like Erik Ainge can get Tennessee through | 
that and onto a ee yun near the top of 


ath sane 


“The Vols lost their top three receivers, * 


TENNES:S'E:E 


For more coverage of the Volunteers, visit tennessee.rivals.com 


TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS TENNESSEE VOLUNTEER 


Climb Back to the Top Depends on ‘Physical’ Fitness 


fter a shocking 5-6 record in 2005, 

Tennessee bounced back to go 9-4 
and almost upset national champion 
Florida and No. 3 LSU. 

“A nice rebound year,” said coach 
Phillip Fulmer. “Now, it’s time to play for 
a championship.” 

Tennessee hasn't won an SEC champi- 
onship since 1998, a growing source of 
restlessness among the fan base. To play 
for a league title, the Vols must improve 
their run game and run defense. 

The ground attack averaged 108 yards 
per game — the team's worst since 1964. 
The run defense allowed 146.7 yards per 


gam 
ranking No. 2 a year earlier. 

While the Vols were good enough last 
season to lead Florida and LSU by 
10 points in the second half, they weren't 
good enough to close the deal. Part of the 
reason UT couldn't keep those teams at 
bay was that the opposition won the bat- 
tle in the trenches. 

To wit: The Vols rushed for negative 
yards against Florida. They had the ball 
for a scant 18 minutes, 54 seconds 
against LSU. 

And whatever goodwill that was built 
by being more competitive was tainted by 
a poor performance in a 20-10 loss to 
Penn State in the Outback Bowl. 

It all goes back to making strides along 
the line of scrimmage. 

“We have to become more physical,” 
Fulmer said. 

The coaching staff is trying other 
things, too. 

Offensive coordinator David Cutcliffe 


went to a no-huddle offense in the spring 
to expand the game of quarterback Erik 
Ainge, who set a school single-season 
mark by completing 67 percent of his 
passes last season. 

Cutcliffe also has warmed up to a zone 
blocking scheme designed to be a catch- 
all against multiple fronts. 

On defense, the lack of depth at tack- 
le caused coordinator John Chavis to 
experiment with a 3-4 alignment. UT has 
been a 4-3 team since 1989. 

The tweaks, along with what should 
be improved play along both fronts, just 
might be enough to get Tennessee over 
the hump and back on top. 


OFFENSE 


With seven offensive starters return- 
ing, Tennessee wants to build on the 
improvement it made in 2006, going 
from 101st in the nation in scoring (18.6 
points per game) to a respectable 34th 
(27.85). 

Problem is, Tennessee loses three key 
receivers and All-American tackle Arron 
Sears. 

“How do you look at our offense and 
say, ‘Hey, we're a better edition in 2007,” 
offensive coordinator David Cutcliffe said. 

“Well, the reality is, we're not. But I'll 
tell you this: [ don’t expect us to do any- 
thing but be better.” 

It starts with quarterback Erik Ainge, 
who suffered a partial meniscus tear and 
had it repaired March 19. He is expected 
to fully recover in the summer. 

“He should be the best quarterback in 
the SEC,” Cutcliffe said. “That gives 
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you an edge.” 

The bigger issue for Ainge is finding 
dependable receivers. Robert Meachem, 
Jayson Swain and Bret Smith combined 
to catch 159 passes for 2,439 yards and 
22 touchdowns last season. 

The combined receptions of the 
returning receivers: 26. 

Lucas Taylor, Quintin Hancock and 
Austin Rogers emerged from the spring as 
the top wideouts. Slick Shelley and Josh 
Briscoe must make strides. 

The Vols signed four wide receivers 
who could push for playing time this fall. 

The tight end position, almost invisi- 
ble in previous years, emerged to catch 
45 passes. In fact, the tight ends, led by 
Chris Brown and Brad Cottam, were so 
productive in the spring that UT didn’t 
even list the fullback position on the 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 108.0 ypg rushing (10th in SEC/96th in NCAA), 264.5 yng passing (2nd/ 12th), 372.5 ypg total offense (6th/36th), 27.9 ppg (4th/34th) 


POS 


STARTER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Erik Ainge* Sr. __ Set school mark for passing accuracy (67 percent). Jonathan Crompton, So. 
RB = LaMarcus Coker“ —So. Home-run threat, averaged 6.4 per carry. Arian Foster, Jr. 

WR Lucas Taylor Jr. Leading returning receiver among wideouts. Josh Briscoe, Jr. 

WR Quintin Hancock —So. Could be UT's next big-play wideout. Austin Rogers, So. 

TE Chris Brown” Sr. _ Top returning pass catcher with 31. Jeff Cottam, So. 

TE Brad Cottam* Sr. Big target with soft hands and NFL potential. Luke Stocker, Fr. 

LT Chris Scott So. Lost over 60 pounds to become more mobile. Ramone Johnson, Fr. 

LG Ramon Foster Jr. Blossomed into consistent blocker in the spring. Jacques McClendon, So. 


C Josh McNeil* So. 


Has skills for position, must stay healthy. 


Michael Frogg, Sr. 


RG Anthony Parker* Jr. 


A veteran with surprising athletic ability. 


Vlad Richard, So. 


RT _ Eric Young” Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Had solid junior season before shoulder injury. 


Steven Jones, Sr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 148.7 ypg rushing (8th in SEC, 72nd in NCAA), 180.9 ypg passing (Sth/ 27th), 327.5 total offense (Sth/50th), 19.5 ppg (8th/S3rd) 


POS ‘STRATER YR COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Xavier Mitchell” Sr.  Emerged last season with career-high 43 stops. Wes Brown, So. 
DT  J.7. Mapu Sr. Had trouble adjusting after serving two-year mission. Dan Williams, So. 
DT Demonte Bolden Jr. Has potential, but must become committed. Walter Fisher, Jr. 


DE Antonio Reynolds* Sr. 


Showed signs of being big-time SEC player. 


Robert Ayers, Jr. 


LB Ryan Karl* Sr. Smart player with great instincts, had 66 tackles. Dorian Davis, So. 
LB Jerod Mayo* Jr. Third on team with 83 stops, 12.5 behind line. Ellix Wilson, Jr. 
LB Rico McCoy So. Fast, athletic, but must play with discipline. Adam Myers-White, Jr. 


CB Antonio Gaines Sr. 


Showed signs in spring of being playmaker. 


Roshaun Fellows, Sr. 


CB Marsalous Johnson So. 


Overcame suspension to showcase skills, 


Ricardo Kemp, So. 


SS Jarod Parrish Sr. 


Huge spring with four interceptions in two scrimmages. 


Sinclair Cannon, Jr. 


FS Jonathan Hefney* —Sr. 
“Returning starter 


depth chart. 

That depth chart is loaded at running 
back. 

LaMarcus Coker averaged 6.4 yards 
per run last season and has a thrilling 
burst. Arian Foster, slowed by an ankle 
injury, averaged just 3.5 yards per carry, 
but was the most impressive running 
back in the spring and appears to have 
gained a step over previous seasons. 

Don't forget: He averaged almost 
150 yards in five starts at the end of the 
2005 season. 

Another good option is Montario 
Hardesty, who appears to have regained 
his form after suffering a torn ACL in the 
fall of 2005. 

The line, minus Sears, should be as 
good or better at four of the five positions. 

Chris Scott won the left tackle spot. 


Third in SEC in picks (5), recorded 96 tackles. 


Antonio Wardlow, So. 


Left guard Ramon Foster earned most 
improved honors on offense this spring. 
Center Josh McNeil has All-SEC poten- 
tial. And Eric Young and Anthony Parker 


are solid veterans. 


DEFENSE 


Coordinator John Chavis was angered 
by UT’s inability to stop the run. 

The Vols surrendered 281 rushing 
yards to Air Force’s Flexbone, couldn't 
stop Florida's Tim Tebow in the shotgun 
and got pounded by Penn State in the 
Outback Bowl. 

Tennessee's defense was challenged by 
the September season-ending injury to 
star defensive tackle Justin Harrell and 
Tony McDaniel’s decision to turn pro 
early. Tackle J.T. Mapu returned from 
a two-year mission, but was too rusty to 
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Eric Berry, CB 

Berry, the nation’s top cornerback prospect, was one of the top 
recruits in the country. He should make an impact right away in the 
secondary and has good enough speed and ball skills to factor into 
7 the return game. 


Chris Donald, LB 

Donald played for a small high-school in West Tennessee, so there 
could be an adjustment period with regards to the speed of the game, 
but once he gets the hang of it, his natural instincts should make him 
a player to watch. 


Ben Martin, DE 

The Vols were able to take this pass-rushing deluxe out of the state of 
Ohio and if he comes in prepared to play, there is a chance he will earn 
early playing time, particularly if his pass-rushing skills advance. 


SF SIEWLOMERS OF MifPALT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoor 


ANDERSON, Anthony ATH 60,175 ooo Knoxville, TN = Austin East 
Rated as the No. 12 overall prospect in the state of Tennessee by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 40 athlete. 


BARNES, Deshaun S 6217 ooo Tallahassee, FL Lincoin 
Rated as the nation’s No. 25 safety prospect by Rivals.com. ....Rated as the No. 53 overall 
prospect in Florida. 


BERRY, Eric 5-11,19 ©O000 Fairbum, GA Creekside 
Rivals100 selection. ....Rated as the No. 1 cornerback prospect and the No. 3 overall prospect 
in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in Georgia. 


BRIMFIELD, William TT 66315 ooo Neeses, SC Hunter-Kinard-Tyler 
Rated as the No. 11 overall prospect in the state of South Carolina by Rivals.com. ...Rated as 
the No. 28 defensive tackle prospect in America. 


CAMPBELL, Todd WR 60,19 ooo Franklin, TN Franklin 


Rated as the No. 15 overall prospect in the state of Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


COLEMAN, B.J. QB 6-4,180 © 66 Chattanooga, TN McCallie School 
Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in the state of Tennessee by 
Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 15 pro-style quarterback in America. 


COOPER, Kevin FB 6-1,247 @@o Chattanooga, TN Baylor School 
Rated as the nation’s No. 3 fullback prospect by Rivals.com. ...The No. 13 overall prospect in 
the state of Tennessee. 


CREER, Lennon RB 6-1,2022 oooeo Tatum, X Tatum 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the No. 6 running back in America by Rivals.com. ...Rated as 
the No. 8 overall prospect in the state of Texas. 


DONALD, Chris 1B 62,220 ©6060 Huntingdon, TN Huntingdon 
Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the top inside linebacker prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
..-Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Tennessee. 


EVANS, Art ATH 6-1,185 ©©© Lakeland, FL Evangelical Christian 


Rated as the nation’s No. 46 athlete by Rivals.com. 


FLEMING, C.J. CB 5-10,165 © © Highland Springs, VA Highland Springs 
Rated as the nation's No. 25 cornerback prospect by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 19 overall 
prospect in Virginia. 


FRAZIER, Savion 1B 60,209 O00 Woodbridge, VA  — Gar-Field 
Rated as the nation’s No. 37 outside linebacker prospect by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 17 
overall prospect in Virginia. 


HALL, Cory DE 65,255 oo Chattanooga, TN = —Brainerd 


Had 22 sacks during his junior season. 


HAWKINS, Josh RB 6-1,199 ooo Loution, TN Loution 


Rated as the No. 20 overall prospect in the state of Tennessee by Rivals.com. 
JONES, Gerald ATH 60,188 @OOo Oklahoma City,OK Millwood 


Rivals100 selection. ...Rated as the nation’s No. 5 athlete by Rivals.com. 


THE SLEEPER 


William Brimfield, DT 

Tennessee defensive line coach Dan 
Brooks has an outstanding reputation 
for molding bigger defensive tackles 
into great players and has a lot of raw 
material to work with here. The 6-6, 
315-pound Brimfield is raw, but could 
be coached up into a major contributor 
before his time is done in Knoxville. 


Pos. Hr Wr. 


Average Stars 


National Rank: 3 


COE (TEENS 


The Vols No. 1 need for the Class of 2008 will 
be quality offensive linemen. There are a hand- 
ful of SEC-level big uglies in the Volunteer State 
in the current cycle and given the program's 
reputation for developing standouts at that 
position, they should have no trouble going out- 
of-state to get a few as well. Beyond that, line- 
backers and probably safeties will be targeted, 
but offensive line is far and away the biggest 


concern. ; 
— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Stars HomeTown 


LANGLEY, Donald DT 62,275 @oo Germantown, MD Seneca Valley 


Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 2 overall prospect in Maryland by Rivals.com. 


WR 6-2,18 ooo Maryville, TN Maryville 


Rated as the No. 18 overall prospect in the state of Tennessee by Rivals.com. 
MARTIN, Ben DE 65,230 oooco Cincinnati, OH LaSalle 


Rivals10 selection. ...Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ...Rated as 


the nation’s No. 2 strongside defensive end. 


Nevin S$ 62,210 oo@oo Athens, TX — Trinity Valley CC 


Rated as the No. 12 overall junior college prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 


MELANCON, Rolando §=6sOTSs«éG-2, 


©ooo © Lutcher, LA Lutcher 


Rated as the No. 22 defensive tackle prospect in the nation by Rivals.com. 


MOORE, Damius ATH 60,170 ooo Tatum, TX Tatum 


Rated as the No. 34 athlete in America by Rivals.com. 


O'NEAL, Kenny WR 6-0, 195 


©6060 SanFrancisco,CA City College 


Rated as the No. 3 overall junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


PAIGE, Ahmad WR 63,175 o@oc — Sterlington,LA — Sterlington 


Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com. 


POPE, Cody OL 6-5, 268 
Originally signed with UT in 2006. 


©©o© SanDiego,CA Cathedral Catholic 


ROGAN, Dennis RB 45-10,167 COO Knoxville, TN Fulton 
Rated as the nation’s No. 8 all-purpose running back prospect by Rivals.com. ...Rated the No. 
11 overall prospect in Tennessee. 


SAWTELLE, Darris OL 6-6, 295 


6O¢O0 _ Birmingham, Ml Brother Rice 


Rivals250 selection. ...Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. 


SYKES, Ray DE 64,24 oooc Alcoa, IN Alcoa 


Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the nation’s No. 


14 weakside defensive end prospect. 


VEREEN, Daryl RB 6-0, 200 


©©c Huntersville, NC No. Mecklenburg 


Rated as the No. 16 overall prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com. 


VINSON, Brent WR 6-2,180 oOooco Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Originally signed with the Vols out of high school in 2006. 


WALKER, Chris 1B 6-3, 220 


©0O6Oo Memphis, IN Christian Brothers 


Rated as Tennessee's No. 8 overall prospect by Rivals.com. ...Rated as the No. 14 _ outside 


linebacker prospect in America. 


Rufus DE 6-3, 220 


ooo Titusville, FL Astronaut 


Rated as the No. 41 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com. 


WILLINGHAM, DeAngelo CB 6-0, 205 


© © © © Palm Desert, CA College of the Desert 


Rated as the No. 38 overall junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 
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10 __ ERIK AINGE QB 6-6 220 Sr _Hillsboro, OR 
EMMANUEL ALLEN DB 5-9 180 Fr _ Muscle Shoals, AL 

91 _ ROBERT AYERS DE 6-3 260 Jr Clio, SC 
BRETT BARNES IB 6-1 225 Jr __Knoxville 

98 DEMONTE BOLDEN DT 6-6 290 Jr Chattanooga 

28 CHRIS BROWN TE 6-3 250 Sr __Destrehan, LA 
JAKE BROWN DS 6-0 230 So Conway, SC 

94 _WES BROWN DE 6-4 256 So __Athens, AL 

81 _ JOSH BRISCOE WR 6-3 183 dr __ Lawndale, NC 
DAVID CAMPBELL PK 6-2 200 So __Franklin 

83 _TODD CAMPBELL WR 6-0 185 _Fr_ Nashville 
BRAM CANNON _WR/DB6-2 185 So Memphis 

15 SINCLAIRCANNON DB 6-2 215 Jr__Greer, SC 

22 _LAMARCUS COKER TB 5-11 195 So _Antioch 

47 BRITTON COLQUITT P 6-3 205 Jr __ Knoxville 

86 BRAD COTTAM TE 6-8 270 Sr Germantown 


80 _ JEFF COTTAM TE 6-8 260 So Germantown 
COURT COURTNEY FB 6-1 230 So Knoxville 


GEOFF COURTNEY H_ 6-0 175 _Fr_ Knoxville 
MORGAN COX DS 6-4 222 So Collierville 
56 _ MICHAEL CRAIN DE 6-1 215 _Sr__ Jacksonville, FL 


8 JONATHAN CROMPTON QB 6-4 230 So 

36 CHAD CUNNINGHAM PK 6-3 210 Fr 
STEPHEN DARVILLE OL 6-0 285 Jr Rome, GA 

34 _ DORIAN DAVIS 1B 6-2 215 So __lowa City, IA 
DYLAN DICKEY QB 6-4 200 So Knoxville 


We fille, NC 
Dawsonville, GA 


STEPHEN DORNING LB 6-3 215 Jr Florence, AL 
25 ART EVANS DB 6-1 185 _Fr__Lakeland, FL 
13 KRIS FANT WR 6-1 180 Sr __ Asheville, NC 
36 ROSHAUN FELLOWS DB 6-0 185 Sr Warren, AR 
95 WALTER FISHER DT 6-3 265  Jr_Nashville 
27 _ARIAN FOSTER TB 6-1 225 Jr San Diego, CA 
78 RAMON FOSTER 0G 6-6 325 Jr Henning 


BRENT FREEMAN DB 5-10 180 So _Suwanee, GA 
73 _ MICHAEL FROGG C 6-4 200 Sr_Kingston 

DERRICK FURLOW DB 6-1 190 So _Crossett, AR 
37__ ANTONIO GAINES DB 5-9 180 Sr ington 
41 _ ADAM GILLEM FB 6-1 260 Sr_Knoxville 

NICK GUESS TE/DS 6-3 231 _Fr__Knoxville 


87__QUINTIN HANCOCK WR_ 6-3 200 So__St. Augustine, FL 
2 _MONTARIO HARDESTY TB 6-0 205 So New Bem, NC 


JORDY HARRISON _OL_6-4 325 So __ Elizabethton 


33 JONATHAN HEFNEY DB 5-9 185 Sr __ Rock Hill, SC 
STEVEN HENSLEY DB 5-10 177 _So__ Oliver Springs 
RYAN HILL FB 6-0 230 dr mn 

30 _ DAVID HOLBERT FB 6-1 250 _Sr__ Nashville 


JUSTIN JACKSON WR 6-1 186 So Knoxville 
31 MARSALOUS JOHNSONDB 5-9 180 So Smyma 
72 RAMONE JOHNSON OT 6-5 310 Fr Chicago, IL 


ANGELO JONES DB 5-10 170 So Memphis 
JOSHUA JONES DB 6-0 196 Fr__ Indianapolis, IN 


71__ STEVEN JONES OT 6-4 305 Sr_ Brentwood 
39 _RYAN KARL 1B 6-0 218 Sr_Franklin 
23 RICARDO KEMP DB 5-11 190 So Wanen, AR 
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58 DONALD LANGLEY DT 6-2 290 Fr Germantown, MD 
26 _ DANIEL LINCOLN PK 6-0 206 Fr __Ocala, FL 


LOGAN LOVE DB 6-0 176 Fr __Louisville 
99 J.T. MAPU Dt 6-4 290 Sr Kahuku, HI 
46 _ ANDRE MATHIS DE 6-2 255 So Erie, PA 
67__ CAMERON MAYO C 6-4 275 _Jr__Dalton, GA 
7__JEROD MAYO 1B 6-2 230 _Jr__Hampton, VA 


65 JACQUES MCCLENDON 0G 6-3 330 So Cleveland 


5 _ RICO MCCOY 1B 6-1 215 So __ Washington, DC 
JACOB MCMILLAN LB 6-2 221 Jr __ Kingsport 
50 __ JOSH MCNEIL C 6-4 280 So Collins, MS 


93 XAVIER MITCHELL DE 6-2 255 Sr __Long Beach, MS 


70 DARIUS MYERS OG 6-6 315 Fr__Cordova 

48 ADAM MYERS-WHITE LB 6-2 215 Jr __ Hamilton, OH 

97 _ CHASE NELSON DT 6-4 256 So Tulsa, OK 

33 _ ROY OLASIMBO TB 5-10 195 Sr__ Riverdale, GA 
ANTOINE OTT-TERRELL WR 6-6 215 So _ Bloomfield Hills, MI 

75 ANTHONY PARKER 0G 6-3 305 Jr __Jonesboro, GA 


19 _JAROD PARRISH DB 6-3 200 Sr Summerville, GA 
NINO POLIMENT PK 5-10 183 _Jr__Gibbstown, N) 
77__ CODY POPE C 6-6 285 Fr __Julian, CA 
JOSH RAY WR 5-11175 So _ Dayton 
CHRIS REAGAN WR 6-0 170 Jr __ Brentwood 
89 ANTONIO REYNOLDS DE 6-3 270 Sr Akron, OH 
NICK REVEIZ LB 5-10 225 Fr_‘Farragut 
51 VLADIMIR RICHARD OG 6-4 297 So Sunrise, FL 
21 _ AUSTIN ROGERS WR 6-2 185 So __Nashville 
76 DARRISSAWTELLE 0G 6-6 295 Fr _ Bloomfield Hills, MI 
79 _ CHRIS SCOTT OT 6-5 305 So Riverdale, GA 


74 JARROD SHAW OT 6-4 345 Fr__ Lafayette, LA 


11__ SLICK SHELLEY WR 6-4 195 So Fort Smith, AR 
17__NICK STEPHENS QB 6-4 215 _Fr__ Flower Mound, TX 
88 _ LUKE STOCKER TE 6-6 235 Fr __Berea, KY 
CODY SULLINS OL/DL 6-1 275 So __Cottontown 
CORY SULLINS OL/DL 6-1 276 So __Cottontown 
KIRK SWEARINGEN OG 6-5 305 Jr __Orlinda 
12__ LUCAS TAYLOR WR 6-0 185 _Jr__Carencro, LA 
52 _ VICTOR THOMAS DT_ 6-4 265 _Fr__Olive Branch, MS 


BRETT THOMASON _FB 5-11 236 Jr_ Dalton, GA 

42 _LAMARCUS THOMPSON LB 6-1 203 Fr __Lithonia, GA 
ALEX TRENT DB 6-3 215  Fr__Nashville 
PHILLIP TRITAPOE DE 6-4 240 Jr port 
JOHN VANDERGRIFF OL 6-4 295 _Fr__ Knoxville 
HUNTER VINSON DB 5-10 195 So __ Munford 

38 ANTONIO WARDLOW DB 6-0 185 So Winston-Salem, NC 
BEN WEISENSEL OL 6-4 300 Jr __ Salisbury, NC 

55 _ DAN WILLIAMS DT_6-3 310 So Memphis 

6 _JAKOURI WILLIAMS WR 5-10 190 Jr __ Plaquemine, LA 

35 _ ELLIX WILSON 1B 5-10 225 Jr _ Memphis 
TYLER WOLF DB 6-0 190 Fr _ Cookeville 

85 _ CASEY WOODS H 6-5 215 Sr __ Starkville, MS 
JUSTIN WRIGHT TB 5-4 153 So __ Saint Stephen, SC 

54 ERIC YOUNG OT 6-4 305 Sr Union, SC 


NOMEGOOK 


(\uarterback Erik Ainge had surgery in March 
ito repair a torn meniscus. He should be full 
speed by June. While sidelined, Ainge sat in the 
press box during scrimmages with offensive 
coordinator David Cutcliffe and watched him 
call plays. Ainge said it was a good learning 
experience. 

® Tight end Brad Cottam underwent surgery 
after spring ball for a sports hernia. He is 
expected to make a full recovery for preseason 
drills. Cottam started six games last season, 
catching 14 passes for 182 yards. 

e Running back Arian Foster was impressive 
in the spring, which wasn’t a big surprise con- 
sidering he was slowed by an ankle injury last 
season. More surprising was how he pronounced 
to the media at the end of the spring game that 
he was adopting an alter ego by the name of 
Spencer Douglas. OK, then. 

° UT abandoned the fullback position in the 
spring, going with two tight ends or three wide 
receivers. 

® Linebacker Jerod Mayo was switched from 
outside to middle linebacker, but he missed most 
of spring drills because of a knee injury, allow- 
ing Elltix Wilson to close the gap. 

® Strong safety Jarod Parrish, a fifth-year 
senior and career backup, recorded three inter- 
ceptions during one scrimmage and added 
another during the spring game to state his case 
for a starting job. 

“He has hung around here and played a little 
bit for us and now all of a sudden he’s making 
plays and in the right place to intercept balls 
and that’s a good thing,” coach Phillip Fulmer 
said. 

® The Vols lost both starting cornerbacks, but 
Marsalous Johnson (named the spring’s most 
improved defensive player) and Antonio Gaines 
were impressive in earning starting spots. 

* After a shaky redshirt freshman season, 
kicker Daniel Lincoln hit six of seven field goal 
attempts from outside 40 yards in one scrim- 
mage, but punter Britton Colquitt had field 
goals of 56 and 54 yards in the battle to replace 
James Wilhoit. 

® Offensive line coach Greg Adkins said the 
Vols used a zone-blocking scheme on about 
50 percent of run plays during scrimmages and 
made good progress. 
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make an impact. 

The front four will be much stronger. 
Demonte Bolden, Dan Williams, Walter 
Fisher and Mapu should be formidable. 
Xavier Mitchell, Antonio Reynolds, Wes 
Brown and Robert Ayers rank among the 
SEC's best collection of ends. 

“Reynolds could be a big-time SEC 
end,” Chavis said. 

How much Chavis uses the 3-4 will 
depend on how many defensive tackles 
prove they are SEC ready. 

Not many teams have more good 
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linebackers than the Vols with Jerod 
Mayo (83 tackles), Ryan Karl (66 tack- 
les), Rico McCoy, Adam Myers-White 
and Ellix Wilson. 

The secondary took a huge hit, losing 
three starters. Good news is Jonathan 
Hefney is arguably the best free safety in the 
SEC and one of the best in the country. He 
was second on the team with 96 tackles, 
second in the SEC with five interceptions 
and averaged 12.1 yards per punt return. 

Both corners are gone and strong safe- 
ty Demetrice Morley is academically inel- 
igible this season. Antonio Gaines and 
Marsalous Johnson were the starting cor- 
ners coming out of the spring. Roshaun 
Fellows, a 2003 freshman All-American, 
suffered a season-ending knee injury last 
year and appears to have lost a step. 

Jarod Parrish out-played Antonio 
Wardlow for the strong safety spot. 

The Vols likely will need help from 
one or two junior college signees: safety 
Nevin McKenzie and corner-safety 
DeAngelo Willingham. 


Britton Colquitt is the fourth in a long 
line of Colquitts to punt for Tennessee, 
and he might be the best. He averaged 
44.9 yards as a sophomore, ranking sev- 
enth in the nation. 

Colquitt might handle double duty as 
the Vols try to replace kicker James 
Wilhoit, No. 2 on UT’s all-time scoring 
chart. Colquitt was the best kicker for 
most of the spring, but redshirt freshman 
Daniel Lincoln closed the gap after hit- 
ting six of seven field goal attempts from 
beyond 40 yards during one scrimmage. 
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DL YONATHAN HEFNEY 


Passionate Hefney 
Wants to Do It All 


Jonathan Hefney failed to win his 
version of the Triple Crown last sea- 
son, but Tennessee's brilliant free 
safety came mighty close. 

A converted cornerback, Hefney 
led the Vols in interceptions (five) 
and punt returns (12.1 per attempt) 
and was second in tackles (96). He 
earned second-team All-SEC honors. 

He wants more. 

“If I could, I would lead the team 
in receiving, but I can't,” Hefney 
said. “I want to do everything I can 
to help the team.” 

He did that plenty last year. He 
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had 17 tackles against Air Force and 15 
against LSU. Key punt returns helped 
the Vols beat Alabama and South 
Carolina. He was third in the SEC in 
interceptions and punt returns and 
eighth in tackles. 

Hefney gets UT coach Phillip Fulmer’s 
vote as the SEC’s best free safety. 

“I don't know anybody I'd trade him 
for,” Fulmer said. “He's got a great feel 
for the ball. He’s a tough guy, a very 
good leader.” 

Defensive coordinator John Chavis 
said Hefney could etch his name along- 
side one of UT’s all-time great defen- 
sive backs. 

“When he’s focused,” Chavis said, 
“he’s got a chance to be as good as 
anyone we've had playing that position 
since Dale Carter. The reason I say that 
is, he’s got good enough coverage skills 
to play corner and he’s a good enough 
tackler to prevent big plays. He per- 
forms on game day.” 

But there are times when Hefney 
seems disinterested. 

“He gets bored from time to time,” 
Chavis said. “The more you challenge 
him, the more he’s going to be focused. 
He loves practice. He practices with 
effort and tempo. But occasionally, 
he'll get bored. We've got to help him 
stay focused.” 

Hefney is focused enough to be a triple 
threat — tackler, retumer, interceptor. 

“I want to do it all,” said the 5-9, 
185-pound senior. 

Chavis is concerned about Hefney 
doing too much. But he understands 
Hefney’s value to the team as a return 
specialist. 

“We've got to get the ball in his 
hands because he’s capable of breaking 
returns,” Chavis said. 

What makes Hefney special? 

“His passion for the game,” Chavis 
said. “I've been around guys more ath- 
letic, that were bigger, stronger and 
faster. But they didn’t have the pas- 
sion he has. I'm not underestimating 
his ability, but the passion he has for 
the game sets him apart.” 

And it might allow him to win his 
version of the Triple Crown. 


Jonathan Hefney will handle the punt 
return duties. 

Tennessee was horrible on kickoff 
returns, ranking 117th in the nation. 
LaMarcus Coker and Lucas Taylor will 
try to improve that mark. 


Tennessee's schedule will be tough, but 
not as challenging as a year ago. 

The Vols open at revenge-minded 
California, and play at Florida in game 
three. They also travel to Alabama to face 
new coach Nick Saban. 

But instead of playing talented LSU, 
the Vols get Mississippi State. And 
instead of traveling to Arkansas, the Vols 
play the Hogs in Knoxville. UT also 
catches Georgia and South Carolina in 
Neyland Stadium. 

Tennessee swapped Northern Illinois 
for Arkansas State. The other two non- 
SEC opponents are Southern Miss and 
Louisiana-Lafayette. 

Tennessee will face at least five teams 
likely to be ranked in the preseason Top 
25. Three of UT’s four defeats last season 


came against Top 15 teams, two after the 
Vols blew 10-point second-half leads. 
— Jimmy Hyams 
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SHOW TEAM 
PRIDE WITH STYLE! 


Wine CHILLER 


$30 


Set oF 4 HIBALLs OR xs 
DousLe OLD FasHIONS of 


$35 


BrusHep Curome Ice Bucket 
$45 


THE KRAFTWARE COLLEGIATE COLLECTION 
FROM BROMBERG’S IS THE PERFECT COMPLEMENT 
TO ANY GAME DAY GET-TOGETHER! 


CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING TEAMS*: AuBURN, LSU, University of Georaia, FLoripa STATE, 
University oF FLoripa, University oF ALABAMA, Duke University, University oF NortH CAROLINA, 
University oF SoutH CAROLINA, UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, AND University oF ARKANSAS. 


WASTEBASKET 


(*SOME MERCHANDISE VARIES BY TEAM) 


*Brombereg’s 


Visa, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover accepted. Order at brombergs.com 
or call 1-800-633-4616 Monday - Saturday, 9:30 a.m.until 5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time. 


VANDERBILT 


2G oe oe be Seer oe ee 


For more coverage of the Commodores, visit vanderbilt.rivals.com 


AT A GLANCE 


"4-8 overall, 1-7 SEC (6th, East) 


' Bobby Johnson — At Vanderbilt: 15-43, 
_ 5 years; overall: 75-79, 13 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
18; 9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Earl ‘Bennett, LB Jonathan Goff, 

_ OT Chris Williams, FS Reshard Langford, 
OT Brian Stamper, DT Theo Horrocks, 
DE Curtis Gatewood — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


With virtually all their top offensive play- 
ers returning, the Commodores figure to 

- improve on last season's average of 22.0 
"points, which was their third- best mark 
-since 1988. Earl Bennett will remain the 
-main target of improving ‘quarterback 
Chris Nickson. All five starters return on 
a solid offensive line. 


‘POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Vanderbilt fielded its best defense since _ 
1999 last season, but more improvement 
_is needed. The Commodores still had trou- 
“ble stopping big plays and were too vul- 
nerable against the pass. Better play is 
_ especially needed at comerback. 


“Dr Ray Brown, TE/FB Steven Bright, 
eae Joyce, DE Chris Booker, 


. cpa bea evelelNeSe sea- 
~ son for Vanderbilt as it attempts to go 
bowling for the first time since 1982. 

_ The roster is oozing with experience and, 
in some cases, highly skilled players. 
With eight home games, this should be 

| the) year the bowl drought ends. 
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Forecast Shows Possible 


here’s something in the air in 

Nashville, and it’s more than just 
the sound of country music wafting out 
of the beer joints on Lower Broadway. 

For once, Vanderbilt enters a season 
with more than just a puncher’s chance 
of playing in a bowl game. Really. 
Anything less will be considered a disap- 
pointment. 

The Commodores remain the easiest 
target of joke-telling in the Southeastern 
Conference due to their current bowl 
drought, which reached 24 years after 
a 4-8 finish in 2006. 

There's no denying, however, the 
seeds of progress have been planted. Last 
season, Vanderbilt won at Georgia. 
In 2005, ic won at Tennessee. 

No longer are the Commodores being 
blown out (four of the SEC losses last 
season came by a touchdown or less). 
Opposing coaches around the league tip 
their caps to the new-found grit and 
competitive nature of the Vanderbilt 
program. 

This year, with 18 starters returning 
— including all of their premier players 


— the Commodores believe their run of 


futility will come to a merciful end. 

“We've been sniffing around it for 
a couple years,” coach Bobby Johnson 
said. “The next step we need to take is to 
go to a bowl. It’s an important step for 
our program.” 

Skeptics point out that Vanderbilt 
couldn't go bowling even with former 
star quarterback Jay Cutler, who is now 
starting for the Denver Broncos. Why 
should things be any different now? 


End to Long Bowl Drought 


“It’s all about experience,” 
back Chris Nickson said. 
“It puts you in a comfort zone and 


quarter- 


allows you to zoom in and just be effec- 
tive on the field without any doubts and 
without any worries. I think that’s going 
to take us a lot further than people 
think.” 

Indeed, the 


been this stocked with experience and 


Commodores haven't 


talent in years. 
Nickson is multi-skilled and_ still 
improving. All-SEC Earl 


Bennett returns. All five offensive line 


receiver 


starters are back, including two who 
have received All-SEC recognition. 
A bevy of defensive standouts return, 
including linebacker Jonathan Goff, 
NEL Draft 


opportunity to come back for his sen- 


who turned down an 
ior season. 

With the cupboard this full, it might 
be now or never for Vanderbilt. 

“This is our year,” defensive tackle 
Theo Horrocks said. 

“We haven't been able to do it in the 
past couple of years when we had good 
teams, but I feel like this team is so 
much better than we've ever been — so 
much faster and stronger. Everybody 
wants it.” 


OFFENSE 


Few teams in the nation will feature 
as much experience as Vanderbilt has on 
offense. 

Among the returning standouts are 
receiver Earl Bennett, quarterback Chris 
Nickson, tailback Cassen Jackson- 
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. MOORE 


Garrison and all five starters on a line 


that could become the best in school his- 
tory. 

Bennett is the star. A junior, he needs 
only 48 receptions to become the SEC’s 
career leader. Opposing defenses know 
the football is going Bennett's way, but 
they still can’t stop him. 

Nickson, who took over for Jay 
Cutler last season, had his ups and 
downs. He was sometimes spectacular, 
including a day of 517 yards of total 
offense against Kentucky, the third-best 
mark in school history. 

The hope is Nickson will take the 
next step in his development in 2007, 
offering more consistency and eliminat- 
ing a knack for fumbling. 

“Ir’s a completely different situation 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 149.6 yng rushing (4th in SEC/45th in NCAA), 201.4 ypg passing (7th/S5th), 351.0 ypy total offense (7th/S2nd), 22.0 ppg (10th/73rd) 


YR. COMMENT 


BRACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Chris Nickson* Jr. Improving passer, led team in rushing last year. Mackenzi Adams, So. 
TB Cassen Jackson-Garrison*Sr. Can run, catch and block effectively. Jeff Jennings, Jr. 
WR _ Earl Bennett* Jr. Should become SEC's all-time leading receiver. Alex Washington, So. 
WR George Smith* Jr. High-energy player could blossom in 2007. Bryant Anderson, Jr. 
WR Sean Walker Jr Superb quickness produced big plays last year. Justin Wheeler, So. 
TE Brad Allen Jr. Improved greatly as a blocker in 2006. Jake Bradford, So. 
LT Chris Williams* Sr. Has become one of the SEC's best. Eric Hensley, So. 

LG Josh Eames* Jr. Battled injuries last season, but has vast experience. Bradley Vierling, So. 
C _ Hamilton Holliday* Sr. Vandy's best at this spot in years, Joey Bailey, Fr. 


RG Merritt Kirchoffer* Sr. 


Coaches waiting for him to put it all together. 


Ryan Custer, So. 


RT Brian Stamper* Sr. 


*Returning starter 


Regarded as one of SEC’s best before injury. 


Thomas Welch, So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 156.0 ypy. rushing (10th in SEC/91st NCAA), 196.7 ypy. passing (10th/51st), 352.7 yng. defense (10th/74th), 28.7 ppg (10th/65th) 


POS STARTER 
DE Curtis Gatewood* 


YR COMMENT 


Sr. Explosive player, led team in sacks. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Quavian Lewis, So. 


DT Greg Billinger So. Saw extensive action as a true freshman. Gabe Hall, Sr. 

DT Theo Horrocks* Sr. __ Inside scrapperis team’s top defensive tackle, Brandon Holmes, Jr. 
DE — Steven Stone * $0. Steps into the starting lineup for the first time. Broderick Stewart, So. 
LB Marcus Buggs* Sr. Steady performer and a big hitter. Nate Campbell, Fr. 

LB Jonathan Goff* Sr. Explored NFL options, but chose to return. Chris Johnson, So. 
LB Brandon Bryant So. Likely nailed down job with excellent spring. Patrick Benoist, So. 
CB Myron Lewis So. Has talent, but no starting experience. Josh Allen, Jr. 

CB DJ. Moore* So. Produced solid season as a true freshman. Darlron Spead, So. 


SS Reshard Langford* Jr. 


Firmly established as team’s best defensive back. 


Brent Trice, So. 


FS Ryan Hamilton* $0. 


“Returning starter 


this year,” quarterbacks coach Jimmy 
Kiser said. “Last year there were a lot of 
question marks and a lot of unknowns. 
Now we've got a guy who has started 
12 games in the SEC and, for the most 
part, did pretty well.” 

Nickson will benefit from working 
behind a solid line, headed by left tackle 
Chris Williams, a coaches’ All-SEC pick 
who has blossomed into one of the 
league’s best. 

At right tackle, 2006 preseason 
All-SEC pick Brian Stamper returns for 
a fifth season. He played in five games 
as a fourth-year senior a year ago, but 
was granted a medical redshirt by the 
NCAA in January due to complexities 
associated with back problems that 
required surgery. 


Had his ups and downs, but should improve. 


Joel Caldwell, So. 


rushed fo 
614 yards a year ago. Vanderbilt will also 
benefit from the return of tailback Jeff 


= 


Jackson-Garrison 


Jennings, a part-time starter in 2005 
who missed all of last season because of 
a knee injury. 


DEFENSE 
The defense had 


improvement before wearing down and 


shown marked 
being gashed near the end of last season. 
Depth remains an issue, especially up 
front, but coaches believe the whole 
package is improving. 

End Curtis Gatewood was the defen- 
sive story of 2006, moving from line- 
backer and posting a team-high seven 
sacks. The speedy former prep basketball 
star will again be asked to provide pres- 
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John Stokes, DE/OLB 

The Commodores beat Michigan, Alabama and others for the 6-5, 
225-pound Stokes. He played linebacker in high school, but likely 
projects best as a defensive end at the collegiate level. Expect him to 
play early. 


Graham, a Nashville product, is an excellent athlete (he's also a 
Division | basketball prospect). Should he adapt to college football, it 
wouldn't be a surprise to see him on the field somewhere. 


a Lary Smith, 0B 

=| Smith will remind many of current quarterback Chris Nickson. The 

} dual-threat led Prattville (Ala.) High to a state title last season and it 

~} wouldn't be surprising to see him climb the depth chart during fall 
| practice. 


TF SIEMCONMERS OF MIPFILT 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars Hometown 
ASHABRANNER, Rob =s«OT.s«&G-2, 256 oo Beaumont, 1X Cathedral 
Three time Division All-State. ,,, Four-year starter. ... Played offensive line first three 
seasons, moving to quarterback as a senior. ... Threw for 12 touchdowns and 
almost 1,200 yards. ... Career defensive totals included 289 tackles, 73 tackles for 
loss, 16.5 quarterback sacks and 15 fourced fumbles. 


DOSTER, Jermaine ATH 5-10, 205 oo Tampa, FL Robinson 
Brother of the late former Vandy running back Kwamine Doster. ... Had over 2,300 
career rushing yards and 32 touchdowns. ... Three-year starter. ... Four-time letter- 
winner. 


FISCHER, Kyle OT 6-5,288 ooo Columbia, SC Spring Valley 
Rated as the No. 20 player in South Carolina by Rivals.com. ... Two-year starter. ... 
Had 120 career knockdown blocks, including 17 in one game. ... Two-time All- 
Region. ... Member of wrestling and track and field teams. 


FUGGER, Tim TE 6-4,220 ooo Lombard, IL Montini Catholic 
All-Conference. ... Started at tight end and defensive end as a senior. ... Had 14 
catches for 267 yards and two touchdowns. ... Had 61 tackles with four sacks. ... 
Conference 100-meter champion. 


GRAHAM, Jamie ATH 5-11,175 coo Nashville, IN Whites Creek 
Rated as the No. 14 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ... Rated as the No. 70 ath- 
lete in America by Rivals.com. ... Three-year starter. ... As a senior, threw for 570 
yards and five touchdowns, ran for 640 yards and 12 scores, and caught 25 pass- 
es including four for touchdowns. ... Two-time All-Region. ... Standout basketball 
guard, scoring 1,500 career prep points. 


GREENSTONE, T.J. DT 6-2,242 oo Suwanee, GA Collins Hill 
Two-time All-District. ... Had 194 career gles with 19.5 quarterback sacks and 
three forced fumbles. .., Senior season made 90 tackles with 12 quarterback sacks. 
.» Senior team captain. 


KADRI, Theron DE 63,245 oo Brighton, TN 

All-Region as a senior. ... Had 68 tackles, three quarterback sacks and a fumble 
recovery. ... Had 17 career tackles for loss. ... Two-year starter. ... Team defensive 
captain. 
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COMMODORES RECRUITING 2007 


THE SLEEPER 


Theron Kadri, DE 
The West Tennessee jumbo athlete has 
SEC size at 6-3, 250 and could end up 
being one of those players Vanderbilt PRGieUiUicllats) 


signs and develops and that ends up in 
the NFL a couple of years down the ©OG8 NEEDS 


road, As is the case nearly every recruiting cycle, 
the Commodores need help on both lines of 
scrimmage. Expect Vanderbilt to go out and 
sign multiple prospects at all three positions. 
Defensive end also is a position of need, 
along with safety. Vandy also continuously 
looks to upgrade the overall talent and ath- 
leticism on its roster. 


— JC Shurburtt, Rivals.com 


Total Stars 


Pos. Hr, Wr Stars Homerown Sonor 
MARVE, Chris IB 60,240 oo Memphis, 1N White Station 
Tennessee Mr. Football Lineman of the Year. ... Orlando Sentinel All-South. ... Two- 
year team captain. ... As a senior, had 178 tackles with four sacks and eight forced 
fumbles. ... Had 120 solo tackles as a junior. ... Four-year varsity letterman. 


MONAHAN, Austin TE 6-7,232 oo Andover, MA Phillips Academy 
In 2006 for Phillips, caught 36 passes for 536 yards and seven touchdowns. ... Made 
28 tackles with eight sacks. ... Had 28 tackles, eight quarterback sacks and three fum- 
ble recoveries. ... As a high school senior, caught 48 passes for 896 yards and 14 
touchdowns. ... Member of lacrosse, basketball, and track and field teams. 


SMITH, Larry QB 6-2,19% coo Prattville, AL 

Rated as the No. 25 dual-threat quarter back in America and the No. 25 player in 
Alabama by Rivals.com. ... Mr. Football in Alabama ... Three-year starter. ... Never 
lost a game as a starter during his career. ... Had 6,011 career passing yards and 
54 scoring passes. ... Most Valuable Player in victorious state championship game 
as a senior. 


STOKES, John DE 6-5,225 ©@06 Memphis, TN University School 
Rated as the No. 6 player in Tennessee and the No. 13 weakside defensive end in 
America by Rivals.com. ... Helped team to state championships in 2004 and 2005. 
... Division Mr. Football Lineman of the Year. ... Three-year starter. ... As a sen- 
ior, had 85 tackles, five tackles for loss, one interception and one fumble recovery. 


UMOH, Udom WR 5-10,168 ooo Fort Valley, GA Peach County 
Helped team to consecutive state championships. ... Two-time All-Region. ... As a 
senior, had 64 receptions for 1,058 yards and 14 touchdowns. ... Senior season 
caught 64 passes for 1120 yards with 14 touchdowns. 


VAN RENSBURG, Ryan FB 6-1,225 ooo Jacksonville, FL Bolles 
Rated as the No. 11 fullback in America by Rivals.com. ,,, Helped team to state title 
as a senior, when he rushed for 1,049 yards ans scored 15 touchdowns. ... 
Had 20 rushing touchdowns as a junior. ,,, Finished third in state weightlifting. 


WILLIAMS, James OT 66,301 oo Smyma, TN 
Team co-captain as a senior. ... Two-year starter. ... Helped team win the state title 
in 2006, ,,, All-Region. ... Lettered for track and field team. 
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Individual Stats © 


Pos, Ht. Wr. Crass Hometown 


9 MACKENZI ADAMS 

83 BRAD ALLEN 

14 JOSH ALLEN 5-9 182 
6-3 210 


QB 6-2 208 So Tulsa, OK 
TE 6-4 240 Jr Venice, FL 
Roswell, GA 
Roswell, GA 
Forsyth, GA 


Trussville, AL 


6-1 210 
71 JOEY BAILEY 6-4 
10 EARL BENNETT 6-1 
30 PATRICK BENOIST 6-0 
98 GREG BILLINGER 
85 JAKE BRADFORD 
89 TERIALL BRANNON 
67 DREW BRENK 
35 BRANDON BRYANT 
32 MATT BUBIS 
24 MARCUS BUGGS 
29 JOEL CALDWELL CB 6-1 185 So Hoover, AL 
52 NATHAN CAMPBELL LB 6-3 228 Fr Hazen, AR 
50 THOMAS CARROLL 5-9 Columbus, GA 
73 RYAN CUSTER 6-4 Troy, OH 
99 DERRIUS DOWELL 6-3 Atlanta, GA 
78 JOSH EAMES 6-5 North Cape May, NJ 
20 JARED FAGAN 5-9 Waldorf, MD 
61 NICK FORTE 6-3 Brentwood 
12 JARED FUNK 6-2 Long Grove, IL 
62 MICHAEL GARCIA Jacksonville, FL 
70 DREW GARDNER Hoxie, AR 
48 CURTIS GATEWOOD Memphis 
47 JONATHAN GOFF LB Lynn, MA 
87 STEVEN GOULET Irmo, SC 
82 JUSTIN GREEN Troy, AL 
Nashville 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Shorter, AL 
Wycombe, PA 


260 
202 
215 


Birmingham, AL 
Southlake, TX 

DI 6-3 290 So Lilburn, GA 

TE 6-6 260 So St. Simons Island, GA 
DE 6-3 230 Fr Spartanburg, SC 

0G 6-4 295 Fr Needville, TX 

1B 6-1 230 So Cincinnati, OH 

FB 5-10 240 So Nashville 


LB 5-11 235 Sr Madison 


165 


5-11 230 
6-5 305 
6-3 245 
6-4 235 
WR 6-2 180 
TE 6-7 230 
8 BRYANT HAHNFELDT P/PK 5-11 180 
56 GABE HALL 
MARQUEZ HALL 
RYAN HAMILTON 
BEN HAVRILESKO 
JARED HAWKINS 
ERIC HENSLEY 
ROGER HERNDON 
HAMILTON HOLLIDAY 
BRANDON HOLMES 
THEO HORROCKS 


DT 6-1 288 
5-9 165 
6-1 205 
5-10 180 Winchester, KY 
5-10 192 Spring, TX 
6-6 305 Clinton 
5-11 200 Greenbrier 
Marietta, GA 


Garland, TX 


6-3 290 
6-3 295 


6-3 295 Fayetteville 


PASSING 


RUSHING — 


M. Ad 


Name 

C. Nickson 12 
C. Json-Gison 12 
Jd, Hawkins. 42 


Name 

E. Bennett 12 
M. White 12 
G. Smith 12 


Tackles: J. G 
interceptions: 2. L 
Sacks: d 
Tackles for loss: \V 


DER LEADERS 
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(COMMODORES SPR 


» Hr. Wr. 


22 CASSEN JACKSON-GARRISON TB 


JEFF JENNINGS 
CHRIS JOHNSON 
MERRITT KIRCHOFFER 
RICHARD KOVALCHECK 
RESHARD LANGFORD 
REILLY LAUER 
JOHN LAUGHREY 
DAVID LEINWEBER 
MYRON LEWIS 
QUAVIAN LEWIS 
KIKKO LOGAN 
GASTON MILLER 
NICK MILLER 
D.J. MOORE 
DOM MORIAS 
AUSTIN NEWTON 
CHRIS NICKSON 
SAM PANKE 
MATT QUINN 
CHRIS REINART 
KENNARD REEVES 
LARRY SIMMONS 
GEORGE SMITH 
ADAM SMOTHERMAN 
DARLRON SPEAD 
BRIAN STAMPER 
BRODERICK STEWART 
STEVEN STONE 
ALAN STRONG 
BRENT TRICE 
BRETT UPSON 
RYAN VANCE 
BRADLEY VIERLING 
SEAN WALKER 

26 ALEX WASHINGTON 

76 THOMAS WELCH 

80 JUSTIN WHEELER 


1B 


Ctass HomeTown 
Knoxville 
Dandridge 
Birmingham,AL 
Roswell, GA 
San Diego, CA 
Tanner, AL 
Gates Mills, OH 
McKenzie 
Bloomington Hills, MI 
Pompano Beach, FL 
Troy, AL 
Elba, AL 
Murfreesboro 
Matthews, NC 
Spartanburg, SC 
Dayton, TX 
McDonough, GA 
Brundidge, AL 
St. Louis, MO 
Wellford, SC 
Santa Ana, CA 
Duluth, GA 
Austin, TX 
Hollywood, FL 
Smyma 
Kingsland, GA 
Windermere, FL 
Newnan, GA 


5-9 
6-2 
5-10 175 
6-3 280 
6-4 295 
6-0 180 
5-10 180 
OT 6-6 280 
WR 6-0 175 


Conway, AR 
Atlanta, GA 

Orange, VA 

Griffin, GA 

Bellaire, TX 
Warminster, PA 
Louisville, GA 
Stone Mountain, GA 
Brentwood 

North Augusta, GA 


oO 


44 DAVID WHITTINGTON 
74 CHRIS WILLIAMS 
13 TURNER WIMBERLY 


DE 6-2 250 
OT 6-6 315 
WR 6-0 195 


Yds TD Lon 


Jr Lafayette, LA 
Sr Glynn, LA 
Fr Austin, TX 


NOTEBOOK 


ixteen months after suffering major knee 

damage, tailback Jeff Jennings returned to 
the practice field in the spring and immediately 
gave the Commodores a spark. 

Jennings’ career was sailing along nicely until 
Nov. 12, 2005, when he crumpled to the 
Vanderbilt Stadium turf after taking a shot to the 
right knee from Kentucky defensive back Shomari 
Moore. 

Jennings sustained MCL and ACL damage, 
requiring major reconstructive surgery. The dam- 
age was so severe that team trainer Tom 
Bossung estimated that this kind of injury 
would have finished Jennings’ career had it 
occurred 20 years ago. Recent medical advances 
saved the career of Jennings, a part-time starter 
in 2005. 

“I just want to enjoy it while I’m here,” he 
said. “You never know when it can be over. I like 
being out here and playing football with my 
friends. It’s a good thing in my life right now. 
I'm glad I got it back.” 

* Offensive tackle Elliot Hood, who started six 
games in 2006, left the team in the spring due 
to family concerns. He planned to graduate this 
spring and return closer to his family in 
Indianapolis. His mother, Donna Hood, was diag- 
nosed with brain cancer. 

“It’s been very hard on my family,” Elliot Hood 
said. “It’s one of those things you can’t describe 
how much of a stress it is on you mentally, 
socially, scholastically and everything.” 

Hood started in the second half of 2006 after 
Brian Stamper underwent season-ending back 
surgery. Hood earned the respect of his coaches 
and teammates by finishing the season while 
playing through the pain of a torn labrum. 

e Vanderbilt moved linebacker Curtis 
Gatewood to defensive end in the spring of 
2005, and he responded with a team-high seven 
sacks last season. Vanderbilt hopes to strike gold 
again with Quavian Lewis, who made the same 
position move this spring. 

In the team’s spring game, Lewis posted three 
sacks, a tackle for loss and a pass deflection. He 
likely will serve as a reserve behind Gatewood. 

“He's going to be fast,” QB Chris Nickson said 
of Lewis. “He’s going to be big. He's going to 
hurt people. It’s going to be great.” 


Templ vx 
( at Ole Miss 10-17 3 | 


a . a 
at Georgia 


Tennessee 
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CHAIS NICKSON 


sure off the edge. 

Inside, tackle Theo Horrocks offers 
three years of starting experience and 
a brawler’s mentality. The Commodores 
hope one-time Georgia commitment 
Greg Billinger blossoms into a standout 
this season at the other tackle position. 

The middle linebacker spot is in the 
capable hands of Jonathan Goff, who 
could be picked in the top two or three 
rounds of the 2008 draft, if he produces 


the type of season expected. 

Hard-hitting Marcus Buggs is back as 
a starter at outside linebacker. He likely 
will be joined at the other outside post 
by Brandon Bryant, who delivered 
numerous hard licks this spring and 
appeared to secure a starting position. 

Vanderbilt is desperate for playmakers 
to emerge in the secondary, especially on 
the corners. 

Returning starter D.J. Moore should 
handle one side, while tall and rangy 
Myron Lewis starts on the other. The 
cornerback positions have been a revolv- 
ing door for the Commodores in recent 
seasons as they seek consistency. 

Strong safety Reshard Langford dealt 
with nagging injuries throughout the 
2006 season, but still started every game 
and continued to emerge as one of the 
SEC’s best at his position. 

Free safety Ryan Hamilton started 
early last season before bouncing in and 
out of the lineup. He’s ready to be more 
reliable and productive. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

A return to form by placekicker 
Bryant Hahnfeldt is sorely needed. He 
made only eight of 17 field goal 


attempts last season after drilling 12 of 


17 as a freshman. 

Hahnfeldt claimed to be healed from 
a 2005 knee injury that required surgery, 
but he never seemed to be the same 
kicker in 2006. 

Brett Upson grabbed the punting job 
last season as a true freshman and aver- 
aged 37.4 yards, 10th in the SEC. 

Despite being the team’s most valu- 


Vanderbilt's Winning Trend 1997-2006 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


WR Earl Bennett 
| Has 161 catches through 
his first two seasons, the 
most in SEC history by 
a sophomore. Needs just 
48 receptions to become the 
| SECs all-time leader. Already 
holds 10 school records and 
two SEC marks. ... Only 
receiver in SEC history to 
post two seasons of 75 recep- 
tions or more. During 
a three-game stretch late last season against Duke, 
Florida and Kentucky, Bennett piled up 33 catches 
for 561 yards and three touchdowns. Torched the | 
Gators for 13 receptions and 157 yards. 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Curtis Gatewood 
Switched from linebacker 
to defensive end in the 
spring of 2006 and led the 
team with seven sacks 
(which ranked eighth in 
the SEC). Only one 
Commodore — Jovan Haye 
in 2003 — has posted more 
_-sacks in one season in the | 
| past decade. ... Has tremen- » 
_ dous speed and quickness : 
off the edge. ... Recorded a sack, forced fumble 
and fumble recovery! against Tennessee. 
Former prep basketball standout at White 
| Station High in Memphis and helped lead team 
to a state championship in 2002. 


_TOP NEWCOMER _ 


LB Nathan Campbell 

Redshirted last year but is 
expected to provide impor- 
tant No. 2 depth at one 
outside linebacker spot in 


2007. ... Two-time  first- 
team all-state player as 
a linebacker and quarter- 
back at Hazen (Ark.) High, 
where he helped the 
Hornets to the state 2A 
playoffs each season. f 
Posted 148 tackles and three interceptions as- 
a-senior. ... Could have provided reserve help at 

Vanderbilt in 2006, but was part of a trend of 

more true freshmen being redshirted as coaches 
try to build depth and experience. ” 
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Player Profile 


CHAIS WILLIRMS u 


High Expectations 
For Former Project 


Chris Williams arrived at 
Vanderbilt four years ago as a 245- 
pound project. 

Now he’s preparing for his final 
season as a 315-pound behemoth 
who ranks among the nation’s best 
offensive tackles. 

Williams appears poised for his 
best season after starting all 12 
games and earning respect through- 
out the league last season. He was a 
second-team All-SEC selection. 

“T feel like I'm playing the best I 
have since I’ve been here,” Williams 
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said. “I’m getting better with age. 
I guess I'm like a fine wine.” 

Williams’ goals since he broke into 
the starting lineup as a sophomore 
have been lofty. 

“I want to be the best tackle in the 
nation,” he said. “Why not? I work 
just as hard as anybody.” 

This spring, ESPN NFL Draft ana- 
lyst Mel Kiper Jr. ranked the 6-6 
Williams, a native of Glynn, La., 
among the top five offensive tackle 
prospects for the 2008 draft. Not bad 
for a player who arrived in Nashville 
after being unrecruited by most 
major colleges. 

Offensive line coach Robbie 
Caldwell said Williams’ aspirations — 
and those draft projections — aren't 
unrealistic. 

“I think he’s one of the best, and 
a lot of people think that,” Caldwell 
said. 

“I've watched him against every 
player in this league. I've watched 
him against all the defensive ends 
they say will be drafted in the first 
round this year, and they put them 
on the other side to get them away 
from Chris. 

“Last fall, he got better and better, 
and all the pro scouts began to look at 
him. Very few offensive linemen are 
drafted in the first round, but you'll 
see him up there with the best of 
them.” 

Williams was a rock at left tackle 
last season. After being burned for a 
sack in the season opener at 
Michigan, he did not allow another 
one the rest of the season. 

He will anchor a unit that returns 
all five starters in 2007. Williams 
knows how much the Commodores 
need him to live up to the hype this 
fall. 

“You get better or worse every day. 
I just try to get better,” he said. 

“When you're in a position like I am 
on this team, people look up to you 
and want to see you do well. There is 
always added pressure and responsi- 
bilities.” 


able offensive player, Earl Bennett is 
again slated to put his body on the line 
returning kickoffs and punts. The 
Commodores finished last in the SEC in 
punt returns last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 
Unlike — last 


Commodores opened with harrowing 


season, when the 
games at Michigan and Alabama, the 
2007 schedule is more manageable and 
favorable. 

Vanderbilt plays eight home games 
for the first time in school history, 
including five of the first six. Playing 
so frequently in the comforts of 
Vanderbilt Stadium is one reason the 
Commodores expect to play in a bowl 
game this season for the first time 
since 1982. 

Wake Forest joins Vanderbilt’s sched- 
ule this year after the schools agreed to 
a seven-year contract last September. 
They will play every year — beginning 
this season in Nashville — through 
2014, except for 2009. The game will 
serve as the season-finale for both teams 


in all seven years. 


— Brett Hait 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 1 . RICHMOND 
Sept. 8 ALABAMA 

' Sept. 15 OLE MISS” 
Sept. 29 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
“Oct.6 ~~ at Auburn 

Oct. 27 _ MIAMI (0H) © 
“No.3 —~*«é«at Florida 
Nov. 17 © at Tennessee — 
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| SEC Year | 


THE RACE 


Florida’s only stumble was a heartbreaker at Auburn on Oct. 14, but 
that was early enough for the Gators to climb over the carcasses of 
other fallen teams and reach the BCS national title game. 

As for the SEC East, that wasn’t much in doubt, as Florida clinched its 
first division title since 2000 with a win over Vanderbilt on Nov. 4. 

The West was crazier. Arkansas? Yeah, the Razorbacks had been 
rebuilding toward this season, but that 50-14 loss to USC in the opener 
made it even harder to take them seriously. Yet, all the Hogs did was 
win, taking out Auburn 27-10 on Oct. 7 and wrapping up the division 
before having to play LSU in the regular-season finale. 

The Tigers — probably the most talented team in the West — fell 
short when they forgot to take their offense to Auburn and Florida. 


THE CHAMPION 


Florida wasn’t the prettiest girl at the dance on the national scene 
for most of the season. Its 12-1 record and SEC championship, in fact, 
were only deemed worthy enough of the BCS title game because the 
other contenders tripped near the finish line. 

The Gators sometimes skated by, winning five games decided by a touch- 
down or less. Of course, as we found out in the national title game, that 
wasn't so much a weakness, but a sign of toughness and character. 

Coach Urban Meyer took Ron Zook’s four- and five-star recruits, added a 
dash of Percy Harvin and Tim Tebow (among others), and coached ‘em up 
into a dangerous, fast team - and one that peaked at the right time. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Darren McFadden, RB, Arkansas 

He can fly on those skinny legs, rushing for 1,647 yards and, in some 
of the most exciting moments in college football, taking shotgun snaps 
directly from center. The sophomore rushed for 14 TDs, passed for three, 
caught a TD pass and returned a kick for a score. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Patrick Willis, LB, Mississippi 

He led the SEC in tackles for the second consecutive season and was 
the only defender from the conference to average double-digit stops (11.4 
per game). Aside from a four-tackle game against Georgia, Willis was a 
terror against everyone, amassing at least 10 tackles in every game. 

Coach of the Year: Houston Nutt, Arkansas 

Nutt’s offseason wasn’t so smooth following the 2006 season — what 
with the transfer of freshman QB Mitch Mustain among other issues — 
but the season itself was memorable. Although a bounce-back was expect- 
ed after a couple of down years, nobody saw an SEC West title coming. 


THE BOWLS 


The SEC put nine squads into bowl games ... and then did a mighty 
fine job of cleaning up. It starts at the top, where underdog Florida 
trampled undefeated Ohio State for the national title, and LSU did the 
same 41-14 number on Notre Dame in the Sugar. In all, the SEC won a 
conference record six bowl games, including bonuses of Kentucky beat- 
ing Clemson, and Georgia defeating highly touted Virginia Tech. 


BCS title game Florida 41, Ohio State 14 

Sugar LSU 41, Notre Dame 14 

Cotton Auburn 17, Nebraska 14 
Outback Penn State 20, Tennessee 10 
Capital One Wisconsin 17, Arkansas 14 
Chick-fil-A Georgia 31, Virginia Tech 24 
Liberty South Carolina 44, Houston 36 
Music City Kentucky 28, Clemson 20 
Independence Oklahoma State 34, Alabama 31 
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ALL-SEC TERM 


“as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE - First Team 

QB JaMarcus Russell LSU 

RB Darren McFadden Arkansas 

RB Kenny Irons Auburn 

‘WR Robert Meachem Tennessee 
WR_ Dwayne Bowe LSU 

_WR_ Dallas Baker ‘Florida. 
TE Martrez Milner Georgia 

TE Jacob Tamme _Kentucky_ 


C Jonathan Luigs Arkansas 


C Steve Rissler “Florida 
OL Arron Sears Tennessee 
OL Zac Tubbs _ Arkansas _ 
OL Tim Duckworth Auburn 


OL Tony Ugoh Arkansas _ 
PK John Vaughn__Auburn 
PK James Wilhoit Tennessee _ 


RS Mikey Henderson _ Georgia 


DEFENSE - First Team 
DL_ Glenn Dorsey LSU 
DL Quentin Groves Auburn 
DL Jamal Anderson _ Arkansas 
DL Ray McDonald Florida 
LB _ Patrick Willis Ole Miss 
LB Quinton Culberson Miss. State _ 
LB Sam Olajubutu Arkansas 
LB Earl Everett Florida 
LB Wesley Woodyard Kentucky 

DB Reggie Nelson Florida 


DB Tra Battle ~ Geor ia 
DB Simeon Castille _Alabama_ 
DB___LaRon Landry LSU 


-P Britton Colquitt Tennessee _ 


THE STANDINGS 


EASTERN 
Team 


2223-9 


OFFENSE - Second Tear 


QB Chris | Be : Florida 


Georgia_ 

s__ Vanderbilt ' 
OL Michael Oher 
ae Phil Sa 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL__Titus Brown_Miss. State 


Florida 


Aubur 


DB . an Smith 
P Kody Bliss. 


a 


ay 
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EAST 


WEST 


PICKING THE C-USA 


Shifting Power Leaves West in Command 


hen the revamped Conference USA 

welcomed six new teams in 2005, it 
was easy to assume the East would hold 
an edge for the near future. 

After all, there was perennial power 
Southern Miss, two returning bowl 
teams in Memphis and UAB, and a pro- 
gram with a winning tradition in 
Marshall. Even East Carolina had gone to 
bowls from 1999 to 2001. 

The four new teams in the West — 
Tulsa, UTEP, SMU and Rice — hadn't 
exactly dominated the WAC. Returning 
C-USA members Houston and Tulane 
were coming off losing seasons. 

The divisions have experienced 
a power shift in just two seasons. 

Tulsa won the C-USA title in 2005, and 
Houston won it last year. Of the confer- 


ence’s 11 bowl trips over the past two 
seasons, six have gone to four West 
teams ... and SMU was one win away 
from a bowl last year. 

“Everything goes in cycles, but you 
had (quarterback) Darrell Hackney leave 
UAB and (tailback) DeAngelo Williams 
leave Memphis in the same year (2004),” 
SMU coach Phil Bennett said. “That may 
have a lot to do with it, but I still think 
there's a lot of parity.” 

In fact, 48 conference games were 
decided by 10 points or less last year. 
Rice won five C-USA games by a total of 
15 points on its way to its first bowl 
since 1961. 

“In Division I-A in general, you can 
take out the top 10-12 teams, and from 
13 to 100, I’m not sure there's 10 points 


difference in any of them,” Houston 
coach Art Briles said. “A lot of it is about 
who gets hot at the right time.” 

Could it be the way the West plays? 
Houston, Tulsa, SMU, Rice and UTEP all 
like to spread the field as often as possible. 
C-USA’s Western winning trend appears 
as if it will continue this season. 

Southern Miss looks like the only 
established title contender in the East, 
while the West boasts Houston, Tulsa 
and up-and-coming SMU. 

“I've got to go with us,” Briles said. 

“After that, there are five or six 
schools that are all capable of making a 
run and winning their divisions. A lot of 
it will have to do with who plays who at 
the right time and who gets the breaks.” 

— Richard Scott 


| Conference USA Picks 


Good news 


1. Southern Miss 


2. East Carolina 


’ Eight starters return from rugged defense; 
league’s best tandem of tailbacks. 


Took a big step last year; eight starters 
return from an improving defense. 


Bad news 


prove, PK Darren McCaleb hard to replace. 


Offense must answer questions at quarter- 
back, running back and on the line. 


QB Jeremy Young and WRs still have a lot to 


Our call 


The Golden Eagles appear to be the only estab- 
lished title contender in a down division. — 


Unless the O-line and running game step up, i 
it will be difficult to equal last season’s success, 


3. UCF ( Knights return 18 starters, including four Passing game is loaded with uncertainty; New on-campus stadium might energize the pro- 
DBs and an effective running game. road schedule presents a steep challenge. gram, but Knights | must learn to win close games. 

U. Marshall The Herd is rebuilding depth and experience Can QB Bernie Morris consistently get the ball Herd appears to be on the verge of tangible 
throughout team; 14 starters return. to his WRs? Lack of proven runner won't help. progress but remains a year away. 

5. Memphis “Passing game could be one of C-USA’s best; If the JC linemen don't come through, Tigers ‘Things won't likely be as bad as they were last 
defense should be more settled. could be in trouble. Also holes at DB and LB. _year, but much improvement is needed, 

6. UAB “ Acoaching change brings a more physical Program has really fallen the past two years, if the Blazers were bad last year with an experienced ) 
and disciplined approach. returns only eight starters from 3-9 team. team, how much worse will they be this year? 

1. Houston Cougars have championship confidence and New starting QB; OT SirVincent Rogers Art Briles will find a quarterback ... and most of 
eight returning defensive starters. likely will miss season due to injury. the rest of the pieces are already in place. 

2. Tulsa A core of players has played in two consecutive — There are big holes to fill at offensive line, Players and schedule (Houston and SMU at home, 
bowls, including senior QB Paul Smith. secondary and receiver. no Southern Miss) make Tulsa a title contender. 

3. SMU ‘The Mustangs are more talented and deeper Lost defensive leaders; road games at Southern Schedule won't help, but time has come for SMU » 
than they've been in a long time. Miss, Tulsa and Houston in four-week period. to have a winning record and earn a bowl. 7 

YU. UTEP / Spent the offseason trying to be tougher, Miners start over in the passing game, are After faltering with an experienced team last year, » 
more disciplined and better on special teams. counting on a lot of young players. a young team should bring hunger: and energy. 

5. Rice “Solid group returns from program's first bowl Todd Graham's abrupt departure was pro- Won five C-USA games by 15 points last year, it will be 
since 1961; offense won't change much. “gram’s second coaching change in two years. _ difficult to pull that off in a second ‘consecutive: season. 

6. Tulane “Needed a fresh start; new coaching staff Both starting lines should be decent, but the Turnaround won't happen overnight; best Tulane 


is trying to instill much-needed toughness. 


lack of depth in both areas is a big concern. 


can do is become tougher, more disciplined. 
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Lindy’s 2007 
ALL C-USA Team 


Bows! Connection 


card 


East Carolina at Virginia Tech 


Texas Tech at SMU 


Special Teams Demon 


Damon Hurst, SMU 


Champion Liberty vs. SEC 
i nh North Carolina at East Carolina Steep GMAC vs. MAC 
OFFENSE - First Team 2 West Virginia at Marshall perce ‘ 
| Nana aR eas 2 te 0 Southern Miss at Tennessee C-USA #3 _ Texas vs. Big 12 
| RB Damion Fletcher So. Southern Miss 9 BYU at Tulsa C-USA #4 Hawaii vs. WAC 
RB Kevin Smith Jt Ur Texas at UCF Seto la waist C, 
WR Jaret et Jr. a X SMU at TCU BP eens Cont 
| WR Emmanuel Sanders So. M it vs. Big East 
; Oklahoma at Tulsa BIg 
i TE Shawn Nelson Jr. Southern Miss Sauihann MGS ar bolas Sane wees Taare 
| C Doug Legursky Sr. Marshall = : . E 
) OL Chris Clark Sr. Southern Miss U at Southern Miss 
i Sun Belt cham 
( OL Brandon Pearce Jr. Memphis Houston at UTEP : P 
» OL Robby Heos Sr. Rice SMU at Tulsa 
| OL Jeff Akeroyd Sr. Houston A 
| AP Anthony Alridge Sr. Houston MU at Houston 
| PK Jarod Tracy Jr. Tulsa Houston at Tulsa 
DEFENSE - First Team 
| DL Albert McClellan = Jr. Marshall 
DL Marcus Hands dr. East Carolina 
DL Robert Henderson- Sr. Southern Miss == Sas < = 
| DL Phillip Hunt Ur. Houston e | 1. Quintin Demps Growing into his potential as a first-round pick. 
| LB Reggie Carrington Sr. SMU 2 2 darettDillad = =WR Je Rice Combines body control with fierce desire for ball 
e Sc ret nee x oy Ff W TE Jt. Southern Miss Must bounce back from injury-plagued ‘06. 
' DB Quintin Demps Sr UTEP NS CB-PR Jr. UC Stats down in 06 because opponents avoided him. 
DB Brandon Sumrall St. Southern Miss S LB Sr. Tulsa There's no avoiding Coleman at middle linebacker. 
| Satine 2 aay $ C Marshall Strong, tough, veteran leader for young team. 
{ Pp Thomas Morstead Jr. SMU ‘Q C . UTEP Centerpiece of improving offensive line, 
OFFENSE - Second Team n RB Southem Miss Small, but still tough, quick and elusive. 
i QB Justin Willis So SMU ‘Q ) 9. Cody Slate TE Marshall Excellent hands, has ability to go up and get ball. 
H RB Courtney Tennial Sr. Tulsa » 10. Emmanuel Sanders WR SMU Dangerous speed as receiver and returner. 
} RB Matt Forte Sr. Tulane 
} WR Duke Calhoun So. Memphis 
| WR Donnie Avery Sr. Houston 
| TE Cody Slate So. Marshall 
i C Robby Felix Jr. UTEP re A aiteneie potenste gate 
F faluable layer of the Player of the of the 
i at pa aed i East eee Player Year Year Year 
q ichael Parenton Jr. ulane 
{ OL Andy Smith Sr Memphis Jarrett Dillard Paul Smith Albert McClellan James Casey 
\ OL Walter Boyd Sr. Tulsa WR, Rice QB, Tulsa DL, Marshall DE, Houston 
| AP Emmanuel Spann — Jr. Marshall 
i PK Ben Bell Jr. Houston 
DEFENSE - Second Team ee eee Seer ie 
4 Most Accurate Passer Paul Smith, Tulsa 
) DL Cory Muse Sr. SMU Strongest Arm Justin Willis, SMU 
) DL Greg Terrell So. Memphis Be Best Scrambler Chase Clement, Rice 
it DE Marais Prince Sr. Southern Miss ~ & Coolest in the Clutch Martin Hankins, Memphis 
pee cs Maton Hopes is ee S Toughest to Bring Down Damion Fletcher, Southern Mi 
) LB Chris Chamberlain Sr. Tulsa ty 9 s SEP OH NSENS OD UIIGUN ISS 
LB Brian Raines Jr. Rice t Best Hands Cody Slate, Marshall 
i LB Quentin Cotton Jr ECU © M Most Dangerous Deep Threat Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 
| DB Braxton Amy So. UTEP 2 i Best Pass Blocker Chris Clark, Southern Miss 
DB Johnell Neal Sr. UCF 2 Best Run Blocker Doug Legursky, Marshall 
; F aoa ee = rere Best Pass Rusher Albert McClellan, Marshall 
i BERG oe ee ease MG Best Cover Corer Joe Burnett, UCF 
| P Britt Barefoot Jr. Southern Miss a 
j 


2007 WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's SPorRTS ANNUALS 197 


— =— So 


—_s 


MEMPHIS TIGE 


2-10 overall, 1-7 C-USA East (6th) = 


Tommy West — At Memphis: 34-38, 
6 years; overall: 69-73, 12 years 


RETURNING STARTERS | 
15; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 4 
QB Martin Hankins, RB Joe Doss, 

WR Duke Calhoun, WR Steven Black, 

DE Greg Terrell, DT Freddie Barnett, 

LB Tommy Phelps, DB Michael pra neeay 


PRIMARY STRENG THS 


If Martin Hankins reduces his intercep- 
tions, this has the potential to be one 

of the league's top offenses, with key 
playmakers, particularly at receiver. 
There is a renewed energy on defense, 
due, in part, to the influx of new coaches 
| and anew system. There might not 

be a better D-line in the conference 
outside of Southern Miss; 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The secondary will be suspect. Brandon 
Patterson is the only returning starter, 
but is moving to safety from corner. And 
the Tigers will be breaking in a new 
punter after having the luxury of trotting 


two seasons, 


ae | 
WR Ryan Scott, P Michael Gibson, 
DB Brandon McDonald, OL Blake Butler, 
C Stephen Schuh, DS Rusty Clayton — 


The assistant coaching moves, the late- 
season recovery (pushing league champ 
Houston to overtime followed by the win. 
over UTEP) and an infusion of top junior 
college talent, should have the Tigers — 
competing for their fourth bowl in five 
seasons. 


198 Linoy's SPORTS ANNUALS 


out an Wes RSENS player in the past 


Momentum Swings Back in Favor of Bowl Trip 


he Tigers, who had appeared in 
three consecutive bowl games, 
unraveled last season without 
All-American running back DeAngelo 
Williams, who spent last fall as a rookie 
with NFL’ Carolina Panthers. Memphis 
crashed, finishing 2-10. 

The freefall began early in the season 
after Tommy West dismissed defensive 
coordinator Joe Lee Dunn and began 
installing a new 4-3 defense. West cau- 
tioned it would a difficult transition ... and 
it was slightly worse than he envisioned. 

Memphis was in danger of going 
through the season without a win over 
a Division I-A opponent until defeating 
UTEP in the finale. 

West further shook up his staff after 
the season, entering 2007 with new 
offensive and defensive coordinators, and 
new coaches for the defensive line, defen- 
sive backs, receivers and special teams. 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Martin Hankins, run- 
ning back Joe Doss and receiver Duke 
Calhoun give the offense key compo- 
nents in what should be a much more 
productive spread offense. 

Hankins, a transfer from Southeastern 
Louisiana, passed for 2,550 yards and 
18 touchdowns as a junior and complet- 
ed 60 percent of his passes. But he battled 
the interception bug most of the season 
and was picked off 13 times, the second- 
highest total among Conference USA 
quarterbacks. 

He could benefit from the different 
perspective of first-year offensive coordi- 
nator Clay Helton, the team’s former 


receivers coach. 

In its second season without Williams, 
Memphis should be much stronger at 
running back. 

Doss is a steady senior who led the 
team with 910 yards rushing. He doesn’t 
possess breakaway speed, but is effective 
between the tackles. Sophomores TJ. 
Pitts and Miguel Barnes had solid springs 
and appear poised to make major contri- 
butions. Pitts, a highly regarded member 
of the 2005 recruiting class, has power 
and speed. Barnes is a breakaway threat. 

Calhoun, a 6-4 sophomore, is a first- 
team all-conference candidate in the mak- 
of the C-USA 
All-Freshman team, he caught 42 passes 
for a team-high 681 yards. West calls 


Calhoun “a pleasure to coach” because he 


ing. A member 


displays maturity beyond his age. 

There’s also a potential all-league can- 
didate at the other outside receiver spot. 
Junior college transfer Steven Black was 
a playmaker throughout the spring. 
A former Louisville signee, Black spent 
the past two seasons at East Mississippi 
Community College. 

Several others are expected to make 
major contributions at receiver. 

Calhoun’s backup, 6-8 sophomore Carlos 
Singleton, was the most valuable player in 
the spring game. He's a threat on fade routes, 
but he also has the ability to beat most defen- 
sive backs on any route, as long as Hankins 
places the ball at the proper altitude. Junior 
Earnest Williams is a classic possession 
receiver and a running threat on reverses. 

The line returns a trio of veterans — 
right guard Andy Smith, right tackle 
Brandon Pearce and left tackle Abraham 
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Holloway. They each started at least 


10 games in 2006. 


DEFENSE 

West hired Rick Kravitz, the former 
North Carolina State defensive coordina- 
tor, to take over his defense, one that 
dipped uncharacteristically to the bottom 
of most of the league's categories. Memphis 
was one of only two C-USA schools that 
allowed more than 400 yards per game. 

West assumed control of the defense 
early last season and installed a 4-3 look 
that should give the Tigers a chance to 
return to being one of the league's best 
units. Memphis operated from a three- 
man front to start last year. 

Corey Mills, Clinton McDonald, 
Brandon Douglas and Greg Terrell return 
on the line, and the Tigers add key trans- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 111.7 ypg rushing (10th in €-USA/S3rd NCAA), 224.6 passing (7th/39th), 336.8 total offense (Sth/64th), 23.4 ppg (8th/60th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Martin Hankins* Sr. __ Passed for 2,550 yards, 18 TDs; must cut down on INTs. Will Hudgens, Jr. 
RB Joe Doss* Sr. Led team with 910 rushing yards; also caught 25 passes. Tw. Pitts, So. 
WR Duke Calhoun So. Led team with 681 receiving yards, 16.2 yards per catch. Carlos Singleton, So. 


WR Earnest Williams* — Jr. 
WR Steven Black Jr. 
TE Brett Russell* Jr. 


Had 26 catches for 313 yards and three TDs. 
Junior college transfer; originally signed with Louisville, 
Averaged 14.4 yards per catch; had solid spring practice. 


Billy Barefield, Jr. 
Maurice Jones, Jr. 
Deven Onarheim, Fr. 


RT Brandon Pearce* Jr. 


Started 12 games at right tackle; played 764 of 766 snaps. 


Cody Stubblefield, Jr. 


RG Andy Smith* Sr. 


Veteran of offensive line, begins third year as starter. 


Arron Bentley, Sr. 


C Philip Beliles Jr. Converted TE made first start in '06 finale at UTEP. Terrence Echols, Jr. 
LG Michael Denning Jr. JC transfer sat out '06 to recover from injuries. Dominik Riley, Fr. 
LT Abraham Holloway* Sr. 12-game starter on line that yielded C-USA low 14 sacks. Eric Evans, So. 


"Returning starter 


POS STARTER YR 


LE Jada Brown So. 


COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 178.0 ypg rushing (11th in C-USA/104th NCAA), 230.7 passing (Sth/96th), 408.7 total defense (11th/111th), 30.4 ppg (Sth/108rd) 


Ex-Ole Miss player primed to become a force up front. 


BRCKUP/KEY DEPTH 
C. McDonald, Jr.*/C. Mills, Jr.* 


DT Freddie Barnett Jr. 


Junior college transfer is a prototypical run-stopper. 


Stephen Turner, So. 


DT Brandon Douglas dr. 


Had three tackles for loss among his 14 stops in ‘06. 


Charlie Bryant, Fr. 


DE — Greg Terrell* So. 


C-USA All-Freshman team; led UM with five sacks. 


Josh Weaver, So. 


LB Jake Kasser Sr. _ Walk-on has six career starts; had 3.5 sacks in ‘06. Quinton McCrary, Sr.* 
LB Heath Grant* Sr. Second on team with 81 stops last season. Tommy Phelps, Jr. 

LB Greg Jackson* Jr Tied Terrell with seven tackles for lost yardage. Jeremy Rockette, So. 
CB Michael Grandberry Jr. Converted wide receiver has outstanding cover skills. Deante Lamar, So. 
CB LaKeitharun Ford Sr._Had five starts in 06; should be full-time corner in 07. Bernard Key, So. 

SS Dontae Reed Jr. Former Ole Miss player is physical DB West covets. Alton Starr, So. 

FS Brandon Patterson* Sr. Started five games at corner in ‘06, with three INTs. Tony Bell, Jr. 


“Returning starter 


fer Freddie Barnett, a former Arkansas 
signee. The talented front also includes 
active sophomore end Josh Weaver and 
sophomore Jada Brown, a former Ole 
Miss player whose play at end in the 
spring had him pushing for a starting job. 
Each of the team’s starting linebackers 
— Greg Jackson, Heath Grant and 
Quinton McCrary — return, but junior 
college transfer Tommy Phelps could chal- 
lenge Grant at middle linebacker. Phelps 
participated in spring workouts after a stel- 
lar season at Butler (Kansas) Community 
College and displayed a knack for being 
around the ball and applying huge hits. 
West is adamant that his corners be 
more physical in order for the Tigers to 
improve their pass defense. Converted 
receiver Michael Grandberry has proven 
to be a quick study after making the move 


to corner last season. LaKeitharun Ford is 
a playmaker at the other corner spot. 
SEC transfers Dontae Reed (Ole Miss) 
and Tony Bell (Auburn) are expected to 
contribute at safety. Junior Brandon 
Patterson is the likely starter at free safety 
after spending time at corner last fall. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Michael Grandberry emerged as the 
league's top return specialist a year ago, with 
a 24.6-yard average on 21 kickoff returns. 

Kicker Matt Reagan earned a spot on 
the C-USA All-Freshman team a year 
ago, making 12 of 17 field goal attempts. 
Memphis lost all-conference punter 
Michael Gibson, the program’s career 
leader with a 44-yard average. Junior col- 
lege punter Brent Sutherland steps in. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2007 


Pos. Hr. Wr. _ Hometown 


ANTONESCU, Michael OL =6-4,290 Ridgeland, MS Ridgeland 
All-State... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 25 Most Wanted in Mississippi... Did not allow a quar- 
terback sack in two years as a starter... As a senior, had 135 pancake blocks, including 15 in one 
game... Played center for basketball team for three years. 


BAKER, Cam WR 6-0,170 Osceola, AR Osceola 
All-Conference... Had 32 receptions for 715 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 
27 receptions for 926 yards and 18 touchdowns... Had more than 1,700 career receiving yards and 
36 touchdowns... State champion in the 100- and 200-meter runs. 


BARNETT, Freddie DL 6-2,300 ‘Texarkana, AR Trinity Valley CC 
Participated in spring practice... Rivals.com rated No. 20 junior college player nationally... Had 37 tackles 
and 3.5 sacks in 2005... As a high school senior, ranked No. 5 player in Arkansas by Rivals.com... Had 60 
tackles, including 15 tackles for loss, and eight quarterback sacks... Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
Defensive Player of the Year as a sophomore. 


BLACK, Steven WR 6-3,215 Birmingham, AL East Mississippi CC 
Participated in spring practice... Ranked among Top 100 junior college recruits by Rivals.com... Had 
30 receptions for 481 yards and four touchdowns as a sophomore... Originally signed with Louisville... As 
a high school senior, had 41 receptions for 802 yards and seven touchdowns... Had 126 yards rushing and 
three touchdowns on 12 carries... Ranked No. 15 player in Alabama by Rivals.com in 2004. 


BRATCHER, Keenan OS 62,235 ‘Millan Milan 


All-Region... Team captain... Two-year starter... Played offensive guard, offensive tackle and defen- 


sive tackle in 2006. 
CATHEY, Dasmine DE 


6-3, 205 Memphis Ridgeway 
Rivals.com rated No. 38 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 13 player in Tennessee... Had 93 
tackles, 19 quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered as a senior. .. Had five 
sacks in one game. 

DAVIS, Darius DB = 6-0,180 = Memphis 
Ranked No. 38 comerback nationally by Rivals.com... All-Region... 
had 54 tackles and four interceptions... Had 30 tackles and four passes broken up as a junior. 


Whitehaven 
Two-time team captain... As a senior, 


Pos. Hr. Wr. _ Hometown 
MATHIS, LeRico DB = 6-1,185 ~—-Perkinston, MS Mississippi Gulf Coast 6C 


Rivals.com rated among Top 100 junior college prospects nationally... Had 41 tackles and two inter- 
ceptions in six games as a sophomore... All-State as a high school senior... Had 64 career tackles 
and seven interceptions... Lettered as defensive back and wide receiver. 


McCLEOD, Joel DL 6-3,310 == Miramar, FL Everglates 
Miami Herald All-Broward County... Helped 2006 team to district championship... Team captain... 
Four-year letterman at defensive tackle and offensive lineman... Two-year letterman in basketball. 


PHELPS, Tommy 1B 6-3, 240 ~—Roeland Park, KS Butler County CC 
Participated in spring practice... J.C. Gridwire Academic All-American... Had 75 tackles (47 solo), 
including 4.5 tackles for loss, and 11 quarterback hurries in 2006.. _ Spent one year at the University 
of Kansas... As a high school senior, had 141 tackles, four sacks and one interception. 


RICHARDSON, Jermaine DB 6-1, 190 Kendrick 
All-State... Had 101 tackles, seven interceptions, 12 passes broken up, six fumbles caused and four 
fumbles recovered as a senior... Had 524 yards rushing and seven touchdowns on 34 carries... 
Completed 12 of 14 passes attempted for 267 yards and one touchdown... Had 252 career tackles, 
15 interceptions, 14 fumbles caused and 11 fumbles recovered... Three-year letterman. 


STEELE, Curtis RB 6-0,185 Franklin Northwest Mississippi CC 
As a junior college sophomore, had 551 yards rushing and five touchdowns... Had 13 receptions for 
62 yards... Two-time high school All-State... Two-time All-Region... Had 1,610 yards rushing and 
17 touchdowns as a senior. 


STUBBLEFIELD, Cody OL 6-4,305 + ~—- Pontotoc, MS ttawamba CC 
Participated in spring practice...Junior college All-State... Three-year starter in high school... 
All-State... Helped team to state playoffs in final two seasons... Did not allow a quarterback sack 
during career... Played offensive and defensive lineman. 


SUTHERLAND, Brent P 6-4,200 Brandon, MS 
Participated in spring practice... J.C. Gridwire third-team All-American... 
averaged 42 yards per punt and put the ball inside the 20-yard line 16 times... 


Hinds CC 
Freshman starter who 
Three-year high 


school starter... Averaged 43 yards per punt. 


THOMAS, Terrence 1B 5-11, 230 = Eufala, AL Eufala 
All-State... Three-year starter... As a senior, had 125 tackles, four fumbles recovered, returning one 
for touchdown, and four interceptions, returning one for touchdown... Blocked two punts... Had 
76 tackles as a junior... Three-year basketball and track team member. 


TODD, Brent OL 63,320 = Pelham, AL Hinds 66 
All-State... Team Most Valuable Player at Hinds... Biloxi Sun Herald Top 50 junior college player in 
Mississippi... Three-time All-State in high school... Three-time All-Area and All-Region... Did not allow 
a quarterback sack during high school career, .. Four-year letterman on offensive and defensive lines. 
WALKER, Dallas QB «65,215 + Ridgeland, MS Ridgeland Academy 
Three-time All-Conference... Led team to state championship game as a senior... Had 1,505 yards 
passing and 15 touchdowns... As a junior, completed 114 of 205 passes for 1,600 yards and 
14 touchdowns... Averaged 12 points and six rebounds per game for basketball team. 


WALKER, Tommy DE 6-3,270 Munford Munford 
All-State... Two-time All-Metro... Helped team to 5-0 conference record in 2006... Had 96 tackles 
and 20 quarterback sacks... Played offensive and defensive line. 


DAVIS, Mike RB 5-11,230 Newnan, GA Northgate 
Atlanta Journal Constitution Scholar-Athlete of the Year... Two-time All-State... Had 1,012 yards 
rushing and 13 touchdowns as a senior... As ajunior, had 1,200 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns... 
Four-year member of basketball and track teams. 


ECHOLS, Terrence OL = 6-2,325 ~——Byhalia, MS Northwest Mississippi CC 
Participated in spring practice... Two-year letterman on offensive line in junior college... Four-year starter 
in high school at right tackle and defensive lineman... Team Most Valuable Player as a senior. 


HARDIE, Robbie OL 64,290 ~—_Locust Grove, 
Atlanta Journal Constitution two-time All-Area... All-Region... 
high school... Four-year letterman... Lettered in track. 


HENDERSON, Lionel DL 64,275 Mobile, AL W.P. Davidson 
All-County in 2006... Helped team to regional title in three of four years he played... Two-time letter- 
man at defensive tackle and tight end... Lettered in basketball and track. 


LEARY, Ronald OL 6-4,345 Baton Rouge, LA Southern Lab 
Two-time All-District... Team captain... As a senior, graded 92 percent on blocking assignments and 
made 49 pancake blocks... Did not allow a quarterback sack... All-State as a junior. 


A LOOK AT THE TIGERS 


Luella 


Started all 37 games of career in 
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A a 


AT A GLANCE 


9-5 overall, 6-2 C-USA (1st, East) 


Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss and 
overall: 112-77-1, 16 years 


15; 6 offense, 8 defense, punter 


a 


TE Shawn Nelson, RB Damion Fletcher, 
QB Jeremy Young, LT Chris Clark, 

DE Robert Henderson, LB Gerald McRath, 
DT Martavius Prince, SS Brandon Sumrall 


There's the strong running game, a tradi- 
tionally stout defensive unit that returns 
eight starters and a schedule that doesn’t 
include West Division favorite Tulsa and 
includes West Division contenders Rice 
and SMU at home. 


There are three new starters on the offen- 
sive line, two new cornerbacks and a new 
placekicker. Integrating the newcomers 
into the offensive line will be a key for 
a team that expects to follow its potent 
running game. 


RG George Batiste, LG Travis Cooley, 

€ Robby D’Angelo, WR Anthony Perine, 
CB Jasper Faulk, CB Caleb Hendrix, 

K Darren McCaleb 


Jeff Bower needed to improve an ailing 
rushing attack in 2006 and he did. Bower 
needed to improve his rush defense and 
he did. He'll make whatever adjustments 
needed this fall to get the Golden Eagles 
back to the Liberty Bowl for the fourth 
time since the league's inception in 1996. 
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SOUTHERN MISS. 


Eagles Should Rush to Another C-USA Championship 


s there ever a rebuilding year at 

Southern Miss? 

The Golden Eagles lost a majority of 
their running backs early last season and 
were playing with an inexperienced, 
injured quarterback. Yet, they finished 
9-5, won Conference USA’s East Division 
.. and they return even stronger in 2007. 

Southern Miss, which has been to the 
postseason nine of the past 10 years, pros- 
pered last year behind freshman running 
back Damion Fletcher. His success drove 
several backups from the team. Fletcher 
didn’t stop running, amassing 1,388 yards. 

His backup, Tory Harrison, provided 
solid relief, averaging 6.3 yards per carry. 
By the end of the year, the freshman tan- 
dem was alternating at the spot. The devel- 
opment bodes well for the Golden Eagles. 

And quarterback Jeremy Young com- 
pleted 57 percent of his passes, throwing 
for 1,769 yards and 12 touchdowns. 

Coach Jeff Bower begins his 17th sea- 
son at his alma mater and it should be 
like most of the other 16. Southern Miss 
is favored to capture the C-USA title. 


OFFENSE 


Not only will the Golden Eagles wel- 
come back the conference’s top 1-2 back- 
field tandem, they'll have a mature senior 
quarterback in Jeremy Young. Young was 
a first-year starter last season, struggling 
at times because of a turf toe problem or 
inexperience. 

Young’s solid play in the spring 
encouraged Bower, who said his dual- 
threat quarterback left “too many plays 


on the field” a year ago. 


While Young’s development will be 
a plus, the offense will hum behind 
Damion Fletcher and Tory Harrison. 
Fletcher became the starter in the second 
game of last season, shattering school and 
C-USA records for rushing yards by 
a freshman and setting another school 
mark with seven 100-yard games. 
back, 
Harrison fills the role of speed back. He 
had a 50-yard run in the GMAC Bowl 
victory over Ohio and averaged 1.3 yards 


Fletcher is a power while 


more per carry than Fletcher. The Golden 
Eagles might also throw heralded fresh- 
man Antwain Easterling into the mix. 
Easterling, from Northwestern High 
in Miami, attracted interest from Notre 
Miami, Nebraska, 


Florida and Wisconsin after rushing for 


Dame, Rutgers, 
2,831 yards and 33 touchdowns as a sen- 
ior. An arrest last year turned some 
schools away. 

Fletcher won't be the only member of 
the offense bidding for league Offensive 
Player of the Year honors. Tight end 
Shawn Nelson, a 6-5, 242-pound junior, is 
a candidate. He has made 71 catches for 
more than 1,000 yards in the past two sea- 
sons. He averaged 14.1 yards per catch last 
year, using his speed to create mismatches. 

If the Golden Eagles are thin anywhere 
on offense, it might be at receiver. Chris 
Johnson is the only returnee who had 
more than 20 receptions a year ago. He 
doesn’t possess blazing speed, but knows 
how to make plays in the red zone. 

Left tackle Chris Clark and right tackle 
Ryan McKee return, but the remainder of 


the line is new. Center Rick Thompson 
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should make a rather seamless transition 
from backup. He had an outstanding spring. 


DEFENSE 


Southern Miss had one of the league's 
most dominating units last season, rank- 
ing first in scoring defense (18.6 points 
per game). With three of four starters 
back on the defensive front, in addition 
to all three linebackers, it looks as if the 
Golden Eagles could be even stronger this 
season. 

Three all-conference players — tackles 
Martavius Prince and Sean Merrill and end 
Robert Henderson — will bolster the front. 

Prince, an impressive run stopper with 
strength and quick feet, led Southern 
Miss with 15 tackles for loss. Merrill, 
a 6-3, 295-pound nose tackle, is a former 
LSU player. Henderson, beginning his 


2006 stats: 169.9 ypy rushing (1st C-USA/25th NCAA), 161.2 passing (12th/89th), 331.1 total offense (10th/68th), 25.4 ppg (7th/S1st) 


QB Jeremy Young” Sr. _ Battled toe injury in ’06; still passed for 1,769 yards. Stephen Reaves, Sr. 
RB Damion Fletcher” So. Started career with a bang: 1,388 yards, 11 TDs. Tory Harrison, So. 
FB Marcus Raines Sr. Moved from LB before last year’s bow! game. Josh Barton, So. 
WR Ed Morgan Jr. Had seven catches for 116 yards and a touchdown. Ralph Turner, Fr. 
WR Chris Johnson” Sr. Top returning WR; 23 catches for 253 yards, five TDs. Rodney Gray, Fr. 

TE Shawn Nelson* Jr. All-American candidate; 36 catches for 506 yards. Thomas Webb, Fr. 
LT Chris Clark’ Sr. _ Third-team All-C-USA player; third-year starter. Jacquine Wrice, So. 
LG Wesley Housley Jr. Replaces first-team All-C-USA player Travis Cooley. Alex Michael, Fr. 

C __ Rick Thompson Sr. _ Fourth-year player becomes first-time starter. Cameron Zipp, Fr. 
RG Ryan Hebert So. — Replaces first-team All-C-USA player George Batiste. Micah Brown, So. 
RT Ryan McKee* Jr. Part of a line that limited opponents to 18 sacks, Nick Dean, Sr. 
"Returning starter 


2006 stats: 127.8 ypg rushing (2nd C-USA/50th NCAA), 180.3 passing (Srd/26th), 308.1 total defense (2nd/30th), 18.6 ppg (1st/28th) 


DE — Eric Phillips Jr. An imposing figure at 6-7 and 291 pounds. David Boyce, Fr. 
DT —Martavius Prince* Sr. Had 15 tackles for loss, including three sacks. Chris J. Johnson, Sr. 
DT — Sean Merrill* Sr. Played one game for LSU in 2004. Anthony Gray, Fr. 


DE — Robert Henderson* Sr. 


Second on team with 12 tackles for loss last year. 


Roshaad Byrd, Fr. 


LB Gerald McRath* So. 


Freshman All-American led USM with 104 tackles. 


Jerome Lyons, Sr. 


LB James Denley* Sr. 
LB Tokumbo Abanikanda* Jr. 
CB Michael McGee $0. 
CB Eddie Willingham Jr. 
SS Brandon Sumrall* Sr. 
FS _LeVance Richmond* _Sr. 


“Returning starter 


third-year as a starter, had 12 tackles for 
loss, including five sacks. 

As strong as their defensive front will 
be, the Golden Eagles might be better at 
linebacker. 

Gerald McRath was a freshman All- 
American last season. Not a prototypical 
middle linebacker at 6-3 and 215 pounds, 
McRath used his speed to hunt down ball- 
carriers. He led the team with 104 tackles. 

Strongside linebacker James Denley 
bulked up during the offseason and 
should be more effective. Tokumbo 
Abanikanda returns for his second year 
starting on the weak side. 

Strong safety Brandon Sumrall is an 
all-conference candidate, as is free safety 
LeVance Richmond. 

Sumrall, a hard-hitting senior, forced 
three fumbles a year ago and was the 


Third-year starter; nine tackles for loss in '06. 
Begins second year as a starter. 

Played in only four games in 2006. 

Playing time limited last year behind veterans. 
Led team with three forced fumbles in '06. 

Last year: four interceptions, four pass breakups. 


Martez Smith, Fr. 
Brandon Davis, So. 
Ivory Bradshaw, Jr. 
Greg Winfield, Fr. 
Justin Wilson, Fr. 
Eddie Hicks, So. 


team’s second-leading tackler. Richmond 
overcame an early season knee injury to 
lead the team with four interceptions. 
Where the secondary may be suspect is at 
cornerback, where the Golden Eagles will 
have two new starters. Michael McGee 


and Eddie Willingham had good springs. 


SPECIAL TERMS 
kicker 


McCaleb completed his career after four 


Record-setting Darren 
years as the starter. It’s created an opening 
that junior Britt Barefoot hopes to fill. 
Barefoot spent last season as the team's 
punter (38.6 average) and also handled 
kickoffs. 
Brandon 


handled kickoff 


returns last season and should be in the role 


Sumrall 


again. He averaged 21.1 yards per return. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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ANDERSON, Gene 0B 6-2, 205 Poplarville Pearl River CC 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger ranked No. 10 player on Top 25 junior college list... As a freshman, had 25 tackles, including seven 
tackles for loss... Two-year letterman at Pearl River... Had 82 tackles, including four tackles for loss, and five interceptions, 
returning one for touchdown, as a high school senior, 

Picayune 


BRADY, James OL = -6-4,270 Picayune 
Shelby County 


All-State... Two-time All-Division. .. Two-year starter... Three-year letterman. 
BURNS, Andrew DL 6-4, 245 Columbiana, AL 
Member of basketball 


All-State defensive end... Two-time All-District year, NWO 
team. 


CARLTON, Levi WR O6-1,175 Theodore, AL Theodore 
Team Offensive Most Valuable Player... Two-year starter... As a senior, had 21 carries for 194 yards... Had 14 receptions for 
282 yards. .. Had 122 yards rushing as a junior, .. Had 28 receptions for 680 yards. 


DAILEY, Ken 1B «6-2, 200 Mobile, AL 
Three-year starter... Had 35 tackles, including 29 solo, two interceptions and one fumble recovered as a junior... 
letterman... Lettered in basketball and track. 


EASTERLING, Antwain RB 511,185 = Miami, FL Miami Northwestem 
Rivals.com ranked No. 17 running back nationally... Rated No, 5 running back nationally by ESPN.com... As a senior, had 2,831 
yards rushing and 33 touchdowns... Had almost seven yards per carry and 100 yards per game as a junior. 


ESTES, Justin K 5-9, 160 Marietta, OH 
Made 20 of 22 extra points and five of nine field goals attempted as a senior. 
Had 17 receptions for 321 yards and one touchdown. 
and baseball teams. 


FARRIS, Darin O61, 171 Petal 
All-State... Division Most Valuable Offensive Back... Three-year starter... 
ed... Had 2,783 yards passing and 33 touchdowns... Lettered in baseball. 


FLOYD, Vid. RB 5-10, 191 Orlando, FL Bishop Moore Catholic 
Two-time All-Central Florida... Four-year starter... Had 1,229 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 
1,849 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns. .. Helped team to state playotfs three consecutive seasons. .. Lettered in basketball and 
track. 


GRAY, Julius OL 
Junior college All-State... All-Region... Helped team to consecutive state championships. .. Two-year letterman 


GREEN, Tim 1B OG-3, 190 Columbia, $C Spring Valley 
All-State... Area Detensive Player of the Year... Team Most Valuable Player... As a senior, had 132 tackles (66 solo), including 
15 tackles for loss, 11 quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused, two fumbles recovered and one blocked kick 


HARDIN, Randy 0B 6-0, 185 Jacksonville, FL The Bolles School 
Ranked No. 85 quarterback nationally by ESPN.com... Led team to 14-0 record and state championship... Completed 69 per- 
Cent of passes as a senior... Had 3,257 total yards and 32 touchdowns with three interceptions... Had 7,463 career yards for 
76 touchdowns and 18 interceptions. .. Two-year letterman... Lettered in baseball, 


HENRY, Rashod WR 6-0, 165 Lumberton Lumberton 
All-State... Four-time All-Division... Four-year starter... Helped team to 47-5 record and state championships in 2004 and 
2005... As a senior, had 2,034 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns on 210 carries... Scored two extra points and a total of 
124 points... Had 17 tackles, two passes broken up, one fumble caused and one interception returned 70 yards for touchdown 
in 2006. .. State champion in 200-meter run in 2004 and 2005... State champion in long jump in 2004 


HICKMAN, Logan D638, 265 Gulf Shores, AL Gulf Shores 
Honorable mention All-State... Two-year starter... Had 69 tackles (50 solo), including eight tackles for loss, six quarterback 
sacks, one fumble caused and one fumble recovered as a senior... Three-year letterman, 


HOUSTON, Brennan Te = 64, 270 Norwalk, CA Cerritos College 
Junior college All-State... All-Mission Conference... Two-year starter... As a sophomore, had 15 receptions for 204 yards and 
one touchdown... Played football, basketball, baseball and track in high school. 


Two-time All-Region. 


pway Starter, 


Baker 


Four-year 


Marietta 
Had 335 yards rushing and five touchdowns. 
Made 104 tackles... Four-year letterman... Member of track, basketball 


Petal 
AS a Senior, completed 171 of 293 passes attempt- 


65, 325 Poplarville Pearl River CC 


HUNTER, Chico 0B 6-0, 190 Vicksburg Warren Central 


Played only two games as a senior due to tom ACL... Had 108 tackles, including 49 solo, and five interceptions as a junior... Averaged 30.3 
yards per punt on eight punts... As a sophomore, had 88 tackles... Region Defensive Most Valuable Player in 2004. 


JONES, Deddric DL «6-3, 230 Bastrop, LA Bastrop 
All-District... Helped team to 15-0 record and state championship... As a senior, had 59 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss, 
seven quarterback sacks and one interception. 


LAW, Cordarro DL = 62,230 York, AL 
All-County... Three-year starter... Had 105 tackles, three fumbles recovered and one interception as a senior. 
fushing and 11 touchdowns... Averaged 17 points and eight rebounds per game in basketball 


LEONARD, Antonio LB 6-2, 195 Jonesboro, LA 

All-District... As a senior, had 70 tackles, five fumbles caused, one interception and scored two defensive touchdowns... Had 
300 yards rushing and one touchdown. .. Averaged 35 yards per Kickoff return and scored one touchdown... Lettered in basa- 
ball and track. 


McPHEE, Pernell OL 6-4, 230 Pahokee, FL Pahokee 
All-State... All-Conference... All-Area... Helped team to 14-0 record and state championship as a senior... Had 75 tackles, 
including 35 tackles for loss, 19 quarterback sacks and caused 12 fumbles... Two-year starter for basketball team. 


MORRIS, Johdrick WR «63,195 Baton Rouge, LA Central 
All-State... As a senior, had 42 receptions for 818 yards and 11 touchdovms in eight games... Primarily a defensive back as 
a junior, .. Three-year letterman in football and basketball, 


O'NEAL, Cameron 0B = «G-0, 180 Citronelie, AL 
All-State... Three-year starter... Had 91 tackles and two interceptions as a senior.. 
As a junior, had 85 tackles and two interceptions. 


PELLERIN, Micah DB C61, 182 Madison Saint Joseph 
All-District... Played wide receiver, running back and defensive back... As a senior, had 56 tackles and {ive Intercep- 
tions... Had 24 receptions for 513 yards and six touchdowns... Had 281 yards rushing and five touchdowns on 
26 carries. 


SHELTON, Jamar DB 5-10, 175 
All-State... Region Offensive Most Valuable Player 
Had 14 receptions for 380 yards and five touchdowns. 


SNOWDEN, Jeremy 1B G3, 195 Liberty 
Two-time All-District... Two-year starter... As a senior, had 890 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns... Completed 
75 of 145 passes for 1,435 yards and 17 touchdowns... Had 1,021 yards rushing and six touchdowns as a junior. 


SPIERS, Blake iB 6-2, 230 Brandon Copiah-Lincoln CC 
Had 77 tackles (48 solo), including six tackles for loss, two quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and two intercep- 
tions as a junior college sophomore... As a freshman, had 55 tackles, including 37 solo.., High school All-State. 


SPIGHT, William DB = = 5-10,160 += Montgomery, AL Jetlerson Davis 
Two-time All-Metro... As a senior, had 97 solo tackles, 65 assists, four fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered... 
Had 11 interceptions returned for 68 yards. .. Lettered in baseball. 


THAMES, Jake OL = 65, 254 Monticello 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40... Second-team All-State tight end 


WADLEY, Jamison DL «63,218 Altalla, AL Etowah 
Gadsden Times Detensive Player of the Year... All-State... Two-time All-Region... Had 121 tackles, Including 28 tack- 
les for loss, 10 quarterback sacks, four fumbles recovered and two kicks blocked as a Senior. 


WILLIAMS, Korey B 6-2, 220 New Orleans, LA Edna Karr 
All-State... District Defensive Most Valuable Player... As a senior, had 102 tackles, including 30 tackles for loss, five 
quarterback sacks, four fumbles recovered and one blocked field goal... Had 80 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, 
Six quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and three interceptions as a junior... Had 120 tackles as a sophomore. 


Sumter County 
Had 1,026 yards 


Citronelle 
Blocked 17 kicks during career. 


West Point, MS West Point 


Had 1,490 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns as a senior 


Amite County 


Lawrence County 


All-District... Two-year starter. 


BeSsiiisws Individual Stats” “““SGenedule > 
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SC 9 eee en ea ee eee in 
L at Florida 7-34 Sept. 8 at Tennessee 
W SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 45-0 
ne eer, Sept. 15 at East Carolina 
W N.C. STATE 37-17 
wo tur tt yn - ae i 
D. Fletcher 256 1330 52 g 
L at Talsa 6-28 THamison 43 258 680 50 1 wie sick 
WWouSTON.—~—~—«30-27 C; Chanove 90) B2D8s ¥457> “2d. 0 Octo 13 SMU 
L at Virginia Tech 6-36 aa Me tari a 4s m0 Wii eae at Marshall 
L EAST CAROLINA OT 17-20 BD. Carter 23 358 158 33 2 waese TE 
W at Memphis 42-21 Boel 
Wat Tulane 33 “DEF LEADERS Novas aRUAE 
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a SS Sacks: M. Chatelain 4.5, R. Henderson 4.5 
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4-8 overall, 2-6 C-USA (6th, West) 


Bob Toledo — At Tulane: 1st year; 
overall: 78-62, 13 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


13; 5 offense, 8 defense 


" PLAYERS TO WATCH 


TB Matt Forte, WR Jeremy Williams, 
| DE Antonio Harris, DT Frank Morton, 
-DT Avery Williams, SS Joe Goosby, 

FS David Skehan 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Tulane needed a fresh start after two 
discouraging seasons, and the new staff 
brings in new sense of direction. 
Returning experience gives the defense 
a chance to improve after an anemic ‘06 
_ performance. Forte and receivers give 
offense a chance to move the ball. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


A new approach will test Tulane’s mental 
and physical toughness, especially with 
the offensive line and the running game. 
Lack of depth at most spots continues to 
be a problem. Rugged September schedule 
(Miss. State, Houston, LSU) could be 
tough on Green Wave's confidence. 


QB Lester Ricard, WR Preston Brown, 
WR Damarcus Davis, TE Jerome Landry, 
DE Billy Harrison, CB Israel Route 


Toledo and his staff have a lot of work 
to do to get this program back on track. 
Winning isn't likely to be immediate, but 
if the Green Wave can become a tougher, 
more physical and disciplined team-and 
stop beating itself, that would be a big 
step in the right direction. 


T 


ULANE 


TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE 


Win in Time, Make Progress Now 


B? Toledo can’t do anything about 
the way Hurricane Katrina dam- 
aged the Tulane football program, let 
alone the entire university or the city of 
New Orleans. 

He can’t go back and change four con- 
secutive losing seasons, let alone a 3-13 
Conference USA record over the past two 
seasons. 

What Toledo can do in his first year 
as Tulane’s coach is move the football 
program forward one step at a time. 

His resume is West Coast, with seven 
seasons as head coach at UCLA, but his 
staff is decidedly Southern. 

He's already tried to reconnect some 
of the broken ties with the state’s prep 
coaches and foresees a day when two- 
thirds of his recruits will come from 
Louisiana. Toledo and his staff plan to 
sell Tulane by traveling the state to con- 
duct a series of one-day football camps 
for kids. 

Now comes the hard part: find a way 
to build a winner at a program with 
four winning records in the past 
20 years. That didn’t happen in 15 
spring practices, but at least the Green 
Wave took steps in the right direction. 

“If anything, we have a good feel now 
for what we have,” Toledo said. 

“We're way ahead of where we start- 
ed (because) I didn’t know the names 
of half the players. We have a much 
better understanding of what our 
players can do and can’t do, and now 
well go back to the drawing board 
and we'll tailor those things to their 
abilities.” 


OFFENSE 


The first change Toledo and offensive 
coordinator Dan Dodd made was to 
replace the spread one-back offense that 
brought Tulane occasional success 
under former coach Chris Scelfo. 

Toledo will go with what he knows 
— a West Coast offense with a tight 
end, two backs and emphasis on 
balance. 

That still leaves plenty of room for 
a passing attack, and Tulane certainly 
returns depth of receivers in Jeremy 
Williams, Fred Smith, Chris Dunn, 
Brian King, Kenneth Guidroz, Michael 
Batiste and tight end Gabe Ratcliff. 

The quarterback spot remains 
cloudy. 

Junior Scott Elliott started three 
2005, but 


Anthony Scelfo and redshirt freshman 


games in sophomore 
Kevin Moore are still in the hunt enter- 
ing the preseason. Elliott is more of 
a steady, smart game manager. Scelfo is 
fiery and athletic. Moore is a 6-5 gun- 
ner with a strong arm. 

Matt Forte is a productive senior tail- 
back who can carry the running game 
and help the passing game. Toledo 
needs a big season from Forte. The 
return of three offensive line starters, 
led by guard Michael Parenton, will 
help. 

The biggest offensive concern is find- 
ing a fullback, a position that will play 
a much bigger role than in previous sea- 
sons. 
candidate, 


The only returning 


Jeremy McKinney, missed the spring 
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with an injury and Toledo will give 
three incoming freshmen — Cody 
Blackwelder, Josh Smith and Jordan 
Stephany — serious consideration come 
August. 


DEFENSE 


Tulane’s defense has been hurt by 
injuries and depth problems in recent 
The Green Wave finished 
113th in the nation in scoring defense 


seasons. 


last season (33.3 points per game), but 
all those troubles have produced more 
experience. Eight starters return. 

Three of those are on the line, where 
the Green Wave should be more solid 
than usual with tackles Frank Morton and 
Avery Williams and end Antonio Harris, 
who has made 34 consecutive starts. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 92.2 ypg rushing (11th in C-USA/105th in NCAA), 246.5 ypg passing (3rd/21st), 338.7 ypy total offense (8th/62nd), 18.7 ppy (12th/76th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Scott Elliott Jr. Solid, smart; started three games in 2005. Anthony Scelfo, So. 
RB Matt Forte* Sr. Productive runner/receiver now becomes centerpiece. Ray Boudreaux, Sr. 
FB Jeremy McKinney So. Only scholarship fullback until August. Leo Webb, So. 

WR Jeremy Williams* So. Tulane’s leading returning receiver. Casey Robottom, Fr. 
WR Brian King Jr. Led Tulane with 17 yards per catch in ‘06. Michael Batiste, Jr. 
TE Gabe Ratcliff Sr. __ Started four games early in 2006. Justin Kessler, Jr. 

LT Troy Kropog* Jr. Brings much-needed experience to key spot. Scott Holt, Sr. 

LG Michael Parenton* Jr. Started at center last year. Oscar Ponce de Leon, So. 
C Aryan Barto* Sr. Switched places with Parenton in the spring. Kevin Leary, Fr. 

RG Travis Olexa So. Stepping up into starting role. Tyler Rice, So. 

RT Pete Hendrickson Fr. Youngest, most talented lineman. Nick Landry, So. 


“Returning starter 


COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 149.5 rushing (Sth in C-USA/83rd NCAA), 250.2 passing (10th/105th), 399.7 total defense (10th/108th), 33.3 points per game (12th/113th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Antonio Harris* Sr. Has started 34 consecutive games. Troy Wilson, So. 

DT ‘Frank Morton* Sr. Solid force in the middle of the line, Julian Shives-Sams, Jr. 
DT Avery Williams* Sr. More experience in interior line. Tony Bryant, Fr. 

DE Logan Kelley So. _ Still battling Kwentua for starting job. Adam Kwentua, So. 

LB James Dillard* Jr. Gained valuable experience as sophomore. James McMurchy, So. 
LB Evan Lee” Jr. Ready to step up after '06 progress. Jordan Ellis, Jr. 

LB Cody Sparks So. Showed playmaking potential in spring. David Kirksey, So. 

CB Carlis Jackson Sr. Must step up to hold off Wacha. Alex Wacha, So. 

CB Josh Lumar Jr. Made four starts in '06. Charles Harris, dr. 

SS Joe Goosby* Sr. Versatile player who can help at OLB. Chinoso Echebelem, So. 
FS David Skehan* Jr. Tulane’s leading returning tackler. Louis Thomas, Sr.* 
“Returning starter 


“That’s one of our strengths,” new 
coordinator Thom Kaumeyer said, “but 
we're going to have a problem with 
depth. We've got to be able to rotate 
eight guys.” 

The loss of all three starters follow- 
ing the 2005 season produced a wide- 
open situation at linebacker last year. 
Juniors James Dillard, Evan Lee and 
Jordan Ellis all gained valuable experi- 
ence last year, and sophomore Cody 
Sparks looked like a playmaker in the 
spring. 

The secondary returns three players 
with starting experience, but Kaumeyer 
spent the spring moving players and 
working with different combinations. 
About the only certainty is that safeties 
Joe Goosby and David Skehan will be 


involved in a big way. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Fred Smith proved to be a danger- 
ous return specialist in 2004, but 
missed the 2005 season with an injury 
and never really found his form in 06. 
If the spring was any indication, 
Smith is ready to return to his previ- 
ous form. 

Kicker Ross Thevenot met expecta- 
tions when he won the starting job as 
a freshman and even though he strug- 
gled at first, he came through down the 
stretch. The Green Wave isn’t nearly so 
certain at punter, where Thevenot 
might take over by default if no one 
steps up in the preseason. 


— Richard Scott 
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UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS 


AT A GLANCE 


319 overall, 2-6 C-USA (5th, East) 


Neil Callaway - At UAB and overall: 

Ast year . 
RETURNING STARTERS 

4 offense, 4 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 


_TE-HB David Sigler, RT Adam Truitt, 
_C Jake Seitz, RB Rashad Slaughter, 
LB Joe Henderson, FS Will Dunbar 


PRIMARY. STRENGTHS 


A fresh start and a more disciplined 
approach should be good for the Blazers 
_after two disappointing seasons. 

_ Linebackers and secondary could give 
the defense a chance. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


_ It starts with a lack of depth, experience 
_and talent at too many spots on the two- 
deep and continues with an offense limit- 
_ ed by an absence of proven playmakers. 


RB Dan Burks, RB Corey White, OT Julius 
Wilson, WR Willie Edwards, DE Larry 
McSwain, LB Orlandus King 


“It's hard to believe UAB went to a bowl 

_ just two years ago or the way the program 
’ fell apart despite 28 seniors last season. 
Now the Blazers must start all over across 
the board and focus on building a physi- 
"cal and mental toughness that has been 

_ missing the past two seasons. That would 
be a good start because a winning record 
is too much to expect. 


Plenty of Changes; Patience Required 


T: didn’t take long for first-year UAB 
coach Neil Callaway to figure out 
some of the reasons why the Blazers 
have gone 8-15 since earning the 
school’s first bowl trip in 2004. 

Callaway’s first spring was marked by 
a sloppy offense that made too many 
mistakes and a defense that allowed too 
many big plays. 

Unfortunately for Callaway and the 
Blazers, those were some of the same 
problems that led to last season’s 3-9 
finish. 

After a team with 28 seniors beat 
itself time and time again, UAB parted 
ways with coach Watson Brown and 
gave Callaway his first head coaching 
job following nearly 30 years as an 
offensive line coach and offensive coor- 
dinator — most of them at Auburn, 
Alabama and Georgia. Now Callaway 
must instill more of a hard-nosed, disci- 
plined approach in a team in desperate 
need of those qualities. 

“Last year, if you gave good effort, 
it was enough,” cornerback Kevin 
Sanders said. “This staff wants good 
effort, but they don’t stand for mistakes. 
It’s a tremendous change of attitude. ... 
This is way tougher but we needed 
(something) different.” 

While a different approach might 
pay off over time, for now Callaway and 
his coaches inherit a team with just nine 
returning starters, a multitude of ques- 
tions throughout the depth chart and a 
schedule that opens with road trips to 


Michigan State and Florida State. 


OFFENSE 

The Blazers finished 11th in C-USA 
in scoring last season with only 
18.8 points per game and now they 
must replace all four tailbacks and four 
of the top six receivers. While quarter- 
back Chris Williams was unable to stem 
the tide, he was at least a solid, experi- 
enced player who must also be replaced. 

UAB also finished 11th in the con- 
ference in passing in 2006, and the pass- 
ing game remained a source of frustra- 
tion in the spring. 

Senior Sam Hunt missed more than 
half of the 2006 season and the first 
week of the spring with injuries, while 
sophomore Joseph Webb showed plenty 
of potential at the end of the season, but 
neither was able to secure the job in the 
spring. Both players are capable runners 
who can make plays on the go. Now the 
Blazers need them to complete passes 
and make better decisions. 

Of the two receivers who finished in 
the top six last year, only one is still 
a receiver. Junior Sylvester Mencer 
returns after catching 31 passes last sea- 
son, but on a post-spring depth chart in 
which coaches tried to send a message 
about effort and consistency, he didn’t 
finish among the two-deep. 

The other receiver is now a running 
back. In fact, sophomore Rashad 
Slaughter was the only scholarship run- 
ning back in the spring and even 
though he did plenty of positive things 
receiver, at 5-9, 


as a runner and 


185 pounds the coaches won't expect 
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him to carry the brunt of the running 
game. 

Sophomore center Jake Seitz and jun- 
ior Adam Truitt are the only returning 
starters on the offensive line, and Truitt 
moved from left guard to right tackle in 
the spring as the cornerstone of 
a revamped line. 

With so much flux on offense, one 
player emerged as steady and depend- 
able. With his ability to play tight end, 
H-back and fullback, senior David 
Sigler quickly became one of Callaway’s 
favorites. 


DEFENSE 


Eric Schumann becomes UAB’s third 
defensive coordinator in three seasons 
and inherits only four starters, but at 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 125.6 yng rushing (7th in C-USA/73rd in NCAA), 184.5 ypg passing (11th/78th), 310.1 ypy total offense (12th/95th), 18.8 ppg (11th/93rd) 


POS STARATER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Joseph Webb So. Race for starting job is far from over. Sam Hunt, Sr.* 

RB Rashad Slaughter So. Only scholarship running back in backfield. Reggie Jones, So. 

HB David Sigler* Sr. Offensive’s most versatile player. Julian Smith, So. 

WR Darryl Harris Fr. Walk-on made impression in spring. Nick Coon, Sr. 


WR Blake Thackston Sr. 


Previously anonymous until spring. 


Courtney Smith, Fr. 


TE — Jeffrey Anderson Fr. 


Made positive impression in first spring. 


Cory Powers, Fr. 


LT Willie Thompson So. 
LG Adam Hollifield Fr. 


C Jake Seitz* So. Thrust into leadership role on revamped line. 
RG JaMarius Dismuke Sr. Running out of time to fulfill expectations. 
RT — Adam Truitt* Jr. Moves to right tackle to anchor line. 
“Returning starter 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


Raw talent, must step up quickly. 
Walk-on moved up to first team in spring. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats; 146.75 ypy rushing (7th in €-USA/74th in NCAA), 212.5 passing (9th/103rd), 359.2 total defense (Gth/83rd), 24.75 ppg (6th/74th) 


Joseph Waller, Fr. 
Joseph Arnold, Sr. 
Daniel Turner, Sr. 
Logan Creel, Fr. 
LaDarrius Stanley, Sr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Brandon Jeffries* Sr. Move from tackle should be a better fit. Bryant Turner, Fr. 

DT —_ Todd Howanitz So. Another walk-on making an impact. Jerrickus Speights, Sr. 
NT  Cortlin Johnson Sr. Appears ready for full-time role. Brandon Madden, So. 
DE Joe Happe So. One of the best surprises of spring. Richard Carter, Jr. 

LB Kris Guyton So. Another player growing into full-time role. Jeffery Williams, Sr. 
LBB. Steed So. Needs to step up and become more consistent. Larry Blanchard, Jr. 
LB Joe Henderson* Jr. Runs like a safety, hits like a 4 linebacker. Henry Blackmon, Sr. 
CB Zach Britten Sr. Competition wide open for starting job. Carnell Williams, Jr. 
CB Kevin Sanders* Jr. Still battling Carlisle for starting spot. Brandon Carlisle, So 
SS Darrell Fuqua Sr. Yet another player growing into full-time role. Anthony Davis, Fr. 

FS Will Dunbar * Sr. — Must become steady force in the secondary. Matt Taylor, Sr. 


“Returning starter 


least he knows the conference well after 
spending the past four seasons at 
Tulane. 

Beyond weakside linebacker Joe 
Henderson, free safety Will Dunbar, 
cornerback Kevin Sanders and end 
Brandon Jeffries, the defense is loaded 
with unproven players. Players such as 
sophomore strongside linebacker Kris 
Guyton and senior strong safety Durrell 
Fuqua have seen significant playing 
time and must now become full-time 
players. 

The spring offered signs of hope, 
though, particularly from senior nose 
tackle Cortlin Johnson and three soph- 
omores, defensive end Joe Happe, mid- 
dle linebacker B.J. Steed and cornerback 


Brandon Carlisle. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


UAB signed Swayze Waters out of 
junior college to win the kicking job last 
year and he did that by making nine of 
12 field goal attempts. 

While Waters continued to improve 
his kicking in the spring, the coaches 
don't see him as a full-time punter. 
Instead, they're hoping incoming fresh- 
man Charlie Edwards will be able to 
step right into that role. 

The special teams aren't the advan- 
tage they used to be for the Blazers 
under Watson Brown. 

The new coaching staff is trying to 
change that and hopes to take better 
advantage of Slaughter’s quickness in 
the return game. 

— Richard Scott 
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(AT A GLANCE 
4-8 overall, 3-5 C-USA (4th, East) 


+ George O'Leary — At UCF: 12-24, 3 years; 
overall: 64-57, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
"418; 8 offense, 9 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


» TB Kevin Smith, WR Rocky Ross, 

| IT Patrick Brown, DL Leger Douzable, 
_ CB Johnell Neal, SS Jason Venson, 

| FS Sha'reff Rashad ; 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


_ The running game looks good with the 
return of Kevin Smith, one of the best 

' runners in C-USA, and the line looks solid 
with four returning starters. There is 

) experience on defense as the Knights try 
| to rebound from a disappointing 2006 
effort. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
The Knights will miss Mike Walker, who 


as many as returnee Rocky Ross. There is 
no experienced depth behind senior QB 
Kyle Israel. Season begins with games 
against N.C. State and Texas. 


QB Steven Moffett, WR Mike Walker, 
C Cedric Gagne-Marcoux, DE Chris Welsh, 
LB Randy Dozier 


The Knights have been up-and-down in 
O'Leary's three seasons, bouncing back 
from 0-11 in 2004 to 8-5 in 2005 and 
then tumbling to 4-8. With the number of 
veterans returming, this should follow the 
pattern and be an “up” year — especially 
if Israel picks up where he left off in 
2006. 


had 90 catches in 2006, more than twice — 


UCF GOLDEN KNIGHTS UCF GOLDEN KNIGHTS UCF GOLGEN KNIGHTS UCF 


Trends Show it’s Time for a Winner Again 


OFFENSE 


UCE loses some firepower with the 
departure of quarterback Steven Moffett 
and his favorite target, wide receiver Mike 
Walker, but the return of four starters on 
the line should ease the way for senior 
Kyle Israel. 

Israel got four starts at quarterback 
a year ago when Moffett struggled. He 
completed 65 percent of his 166 attempts 
for the season, the third highest mark in 
school history. He drew praise this spring 
for his leadership. 

More difficult to replace will be 
Walker's 90 catches. The top returning 
receiver, junior Rocky Ross, had 36. 
Senior Javid James had 24. Redshirt 
freshman Jevaughn Reams was impressive 
in the spring. Collectively, the receivers 
had several drops in the spring game. 

Kevin Smith earned second-team 
All-Conference USA honors last season, 
running for 934 yards in nine games 
before being sidelined by an injury. 
He has 2,112 yards rushing in two sea- 
sons. 

Senior Mike Merritt, the returning 
starter at tight end, had only three catch- 
es in 2006, but one was a fourth-down 
grab in a crucial drive for the winning 
field goal against Marshall. 

The line has experience. Junior 
Patrick Brown has 25 career starts at 
tackle, and senior Kyle Smith has 20 at 
left guard, although he is moving to 
center. Senior tackle Josh Sitton at tack- 
le and junior guard L.J. Anderson also 
are returning starters. Sophomore 
Jeramy DeVane started the final three 


games at guard. 


DEFENSE 


Head coach George O'Leary brought 
in John Skladany from Iowa State as 
coordinator after the Knights surrendered 
nearly 399 yards a game, ranking 106th 
in the country. 

The top returning defensive player is 
senior Johnell Neal, who became the first 
cornerback in UCF history to lead the 
team in tackles (66 total stops, 47 solo). 
Junior Joe Burnett is back at corner, along 
with safeties Jason Venson and Sha’reff 
Rashad, both juniors. 

Baldwin, who 
enrolled in January, showed in the spring 


Freshman Darren 
he could be an immediate contributor in 
the secondary. 

Senior Leger Douzable, a 300-pounder 
who had seven sacks while playing inside 
and outside last season, might have found 
a home at end. Junior Keith Shologan 
returns at tackle, and senior Emeka 
Okammor at end. Sophomore Torrell 
Johnson had three starts at tackle in 2006. 

Juniors Jordan Richards and Cory 
Hogue are returning starters at line- 
backer. Senior Steven Baker is coming off 
a knee injury as he takes over the middle. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Michael Torres hit 17 of 25 field 
goal attempts last year and will compete for 
the punting job with redshirt freshman 
Parker Langley. Jake Howard, a soccer play- 
er, also gota look at placekicker and hit from 
46, 47 and 51 yards in the spring game. 

Joe Burnett was an all-conference punt 
returner in 2006, and senior Curtis 


Francis is the team’s top kickoff returner. 


— Paul Borden 
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OUISVILLE: 


CARDINALS 


| AT A GLANCE 
12-1, overall, 7-1 Big East (1st) 


Steve Kragthorpe — At Louisville, - 
| Ist year; overall: 29-22, 4 years” 


RETURNING STARTERS 


| 14; 7 offense, 5 defense, punter, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Brian Brohm, WR Harry Douglas, 
WR Mario Urrutia, OT George Bussey, — 
| TE Gary Barnidge, DE Deantwan 


Whitehead, LB Malik Jackson, 
LB Lamar Myles, SS Jon Russell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Skill and depth are in abundance on 

offense. Brian Brohm could win the 
Heisman and be the No. 1 pick in the 

| draft. The biggest games are at the end, 

giving Louisville time to adjust to a new 
coach and a new playbook. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Defense is the main worry, especially 
when having to replace Amobi Okoye and 
Nate Harris, two guys who could blow up 
plays in the backfield. The secondary has 
to prove it can make big plays, but pass- 
ing isn't the strong suit of Louisville's two 
chief Big East rivals — West Virginia and 
Rutgers. 


RB Michael Bush, RB Kolby Smith, 

OL Kurt Quarterman, DE Amobi Okoye, 
LB Nate Harris, CB William Gay, 

SS Brandon Sharp 


Louisville will move the football on any- 
one. The defense should be fine, but if 
the Cardinals have to win by shootout, so 
be it. Just like last season, the Cardinals 
should be in the hunt for the national 


title, with a game at West Virginia being | 


the biggest roadblock. 


LOUISVILLE 


LOUISVILLE CARDINALS LOUISVILLE CARDINALS LOUISVILLE CAROINALS LOU 


Brohm’s Back for Shot at the BCS Rewards 


pon finishing with a school-record 

12 wins, record-setting offensive 
numbers, a Big East championship, and 
an Orange Bowl victory over Wake 
Forest, Bobby Petrino bolted for the 
Atlanta Falcons, and athletic director 
Tom Jurich was left to make a major 
hire. 

He needed an offensive innovator 
who could take Petrino’s place, and he 
plucked Steve Kragthorpe away from 
Tulsa, a program that had struggled 
mightily throughout the decade before 
Golden 


Hurricane was 2-21 in the prior two 


Kragthorpe’s arrival. The 
years and had not had a winning season 
since 1991. 

Administrators had actually talked of 
disbanding the football program before 
Kragthorpe turned it around. 

Four years later, one of the best 
rebuilding jobs in the nation was com- 
plete as Kragthorpe posted a 29-22 
record and led the Golden Hurricane to 
a bowl. 

The notoriety of the effort earned 
him the Louisville job and a chance to 
actually compete for national champi- 
onships. 

The tools are intact for that national 
championship to happen — this season. 


OFFENSE 


Brian Brohm’s golden arm should 
deliver his best results as a senior. 

In three years, he has thrown 
41 touchdown passes and just 12 inter- 
ceptions in accounting for 6,751 yards. 


The Heisman candidate flirted with the 


idea of joining Petrino in the NFL this 
season, but came back for the shot at 
the ticle. 

He'll try to pick up where he left off 
in the final three games of last season 
when he completed over 70 percent of 
his passes for 989 yards, with eight 
touchdowns and only one interception 
in 91 attempts. 

Brohm has one of the top receiving 
tandems in the country in Harry 
Douglas and Mario Urrutia, and he uses 
his tight end, Gary Barnidge, under- 
neath to keep defenses honest. 

Douglas capped his season with 
a 10-catch, 165-yard performance in 
the Orange Bowl. He also posted 
a career-best 70 catches for a school- 
record 1,250 yards. He and Urrutia 
went over 100 receiving yards in the 
same game twice. 

Patrick Carter, injured a year ago, 
will rejoin the wide receiving group as 
he and sophomore Scott Long have the 
talent to put up numbers like the 
Cardinals’ Dynamic Duo. Two special 
teamers, JaJuan Spillman and Trent 
Guy, have the speed to get into the mix 
at wide receiver. 

The backfield is deep, too. George 
Stripling, Anthony Allen and Brock 
Bolen made their presence felt a year 
ago. It will be interesting to see if 
Stripling or Allen steps forward as 
a go-to running back or if Kragthorpe 
will have to use a backfield-by-commit- 
tee approach. 

Allen runs well between the tackles as 


he scored 13 TDs on the ground, but 
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Stripling is a huge key outside as he usu- 
ally makes a big play if he turns the cor- 
ner. Bolen averaged 6.2 yards on 48 car- 
ries and is a proficient blocker. 

Louisville will have one of the more 
talented lines in the country, anchored 
by center Eric Wood and left tackle 
George Bussey. Both were first-team 
All-Big East in 2006. 


DEFENSE 


Louisville’s front four will be built 
around 6-6 end Deantwan “Peanut” 
Whitehead and a senior-laden group of 
linebackers — Lamar Myles, Preston 
Smith and Malik Jackson, the team’s 
leading returning tackler. 

Whitehead is athletic and will see 
a lot of double teams this fall. He had 


16 tackles and four sacks in a backup 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 185.31 ypg rushing (2nd Big East/Srd NCAA), 280.0 passing (1st, 7th), 475.31 total offense (1st/2nd), 37.77 ppg (2nd/4th) 


COMMENT 
QB Brian Brohm* Sr. 
RB George Stripling J 
WR _ Patrick Carter Sr. 
WR Mario Urrutia* Jr. 
WR Harry Douglas* Sr. 
TE Gary Barnidge* Sr. 
LT George Bussey* Jr. 
LG Danny Barlowe* Sr. 
C Eric Wood* Jr. 
RG Marcel Benson Sr. 
RT BrenoGiacomini _—Sr. 


= 


“Returning starter 


Is a Heisman Trophy in the offing? 

Replacement for departed Kolby Smith. 

Injury-free and will contribute more. 

Key playmaker on outside at 6-6. 

Leading receiver in ’06 with 18.1 yards per catch. 
31 catches for 511 yards was his career high. 
All-Big East first-teamer who started all 13 games. 
Solid starter in 06 although he missed two games. 
All-Big East first-teamer who has 25 straight starts. 
Versatility can allow him to play tackle if needed. 
At 6-7, 300 pounds, he continues to improve. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Hunter Cantwell, Jr. 
Anthony Allen, So. 
Scott Long, So. 
Corey Thompson, Jr. 
Chris Vaughn, Jr. 
Scott Kuhn, Sr. 
Brian Roche, So. 
Marcus Gordon, Sr. 
Nick Borgelt, Jr. 
Mike Donoghue, So. 
Jeffrey Adams, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 104.7 ypg pushing (3rd, Big East/18th NCAA), 215.69 ypg passing (7ti/80th), 320.46 ypg. total defense (4th/40th), 16.31 ppg (2nd/17th) 


PDS STARTER YR COMMENT 
DE Brandon Cox Sr. 
DT Adrian Grady 
DT Earl Heyman* Jr. 
DE Peanut Whitehead* Jr. 
LB Malik Jackson* Sr. 
LB Preston Smith* Sr. 
LB Lamar Myles Sr. 
CB Bobby Buchanan Jr. 
CB Rod Council Je. 
SS Jon Russell Sr. 
FS __Latarrius Thomas* So. 


feos 


*Returning starter 


role last year. He will play beside a pair 
of junior tackles in Adrian Grady and 
Opposite Whitehead, 


senior Brandon Cox could be ready for 


Earl Heyman. 


a breakout year as he battled personal 
problems a year ago and was limited in 
snaps. 

Jackson, the strongside linebacker, 
made 57 tackles last season, including 
16 for loss and nine sacks. Myles, who 
had a team-high three forced fumbles, is 
set to man the middle, while Preston 
Smith looks to fill the weak side after 
totaling 44 tackles in ’06. 

Co-coordinator Mike Cassity wants 
to see the team’s interception output 
improve from the 12 of last season, 
when only three players picked off pass- 
es. Only one of those is back — strong 
safety Jon Russell, who had three inter- 


Could be ready for break-out year. 

f. _ Injury-riddled, but still played in 10 games. 
Played both tackle and end in 2006. 

Made 16 tackles and four sacks in 13 games. 
16 of his 57 tackles were for loss last season. 
Had game-winning interception in spring game. 
Led Cardinals with three forced fumbles. 
Experience makes him a front-runner to start. 
Made six solo tackles in the Orange Bowl. 
Noted for big-play prowess in secondary. 
Started 10 games as a true freshman. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jonathan Holston, So. 
L.T. Walker, Fr. 

Willie Williams, Sr. 
Michael Adams, So. 
Terrance Butler, Sr. 
Stephen Garr, So. 
Mozell Axson, Jr. 
Lamar Alston, Jr. 
Travis Norton, Jr. 
Deon Palmer, Sr. 
Richard Raglin, Jr. 


ceptions. Russell is the lone starting 
returnee in a secondary that features 
plenty of raw talent, but a lack of expe- 
rience. 


SPECIAL TERMS 
Lou Groza Award winner Art 
Carmody is back after connecting on 
21 of 25 field goal attempts and making 
all 60 of his extra points. 

He is 11 of 11 in his career from 40 
yards and beyond. 

New special teams coach Mark 
Nelson will look to improve the aver- 
ages on the return and coverage units. 
He has game-breaking returners in 
JaJuan Spillman and Trent Guy. Both 
scored touchdowns on returns last sea- 


son, 
— Ken Cross 
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CARDINALS RECRUITING 2007 


Scwoot 
ANDERSON, Victor RB/ATH5-9 175 — Louisville St. Xavier 


Rivals.com ranked No. 10 all-purpose back nationally and No. 2 player in Kentucky... Atlanta 
Journal Constitution Super Southern 100... Orlando Sentine! All-Southern... State cham- 
pionship game Most Valuable Player... Three-year starter... School all-time leading scorer 
and rusher with 75 touchdowns and 4,008 yards (averaging 8.9 yards per carry)... As a sen- 
ior, had more than 1,400 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns. 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Hometown 


BEAUMONT, Doug WR 5-9, 180 Louisville Male 
Gatorade Kentucky Player of the Year... Kentucky Mr. Football... Had 5,954 career yards 
rushing and receiving... Had 91 career touchdowns... Had 3,153 career yards rushing and 
69 touchdowns... Had 2,801 career yards receiving and 22 touchdowns... All-State in bas- 
ketball as a senior. 


FENNERTY, Mike TE 6-4, 220 Olympia, WA Olympia 
Rated No. 21 player in Washington by Rivals.com... All-Area wide receiver and punter... 
Three-year starter... Rivals.com ranked No. 21 player in Washington. 


GRANT, Patrick ATH = 6-4,218 Sunrise, FL Boyd Anderson 
Rivals.com ranked No. 36 strongside defensive end nationally... Two-time All-Conference... 
Four-year starter... As a senior, had 85 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, and 15 quar- 
terback sacks... Had 48 tackles and 12 quarterback sacks as a junior. 


KIERNAN, Zach DE 6-6,240 Cold Springs © Newport Central Catholic 
Rated No. 7 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com... All-State... Played offensive and defensive 
tackle... Helped team to two consecutive state championships... Had 108 tackles, including 
28 tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks and three blocked kicks as a senior... As a junior, 
had 97 tackles. 


MARTIN, Dale RB 6-0, 190 Bolingbrook, IL Bolingbrook 
Rivals.com ranked No. 19 running back nationally and No. 6 player in Illinois... Two-time All- 
State... Division Most Valuable Offensive Player... Team captain... School all-time leading 
rusher with 3,727 yards... As a senior, had more than 1,557 yards rushing and 21 touch- 
downs... Had 1,100 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns as a junior. 


MILLER, Josh ATH = 6-2,185 Palatka, FL Palatka 
County Player of the Year... Three-year starter... Team captain... Had 912 yards rushing and 
nine touchdowns as a senior... Had 520 yards passing and four touchdowns with four inter- 
ceptions... Member of basketball and track teams. 


PEAKE, C.J. FS 6-2,210 Trotwood, OH 


Trotwood-Madison 


Rated No. 17 defensive back nationally and No. 6 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... All- 
Conference... All-Southwest Ohio... As a senior, had 60 tackles... Had 119 tackles and six 
interceptions as a junior. 


POWELL, Bilal DB 

Second-team All-State... Two-year starter... Had 1,960 yards rushing and 26 touchdowns, 
averaging nine yards per carry, as a senior... As a junior, had 38 tackles and two intercep- 
tions... Returned a fumble 92 yards for touchdown and a kickoff 97 yards for touchdown. 


SIMMS, Matt QB 6-3, 195 Franklin Lake, NJ Don Bosco Prep 
Rated No. 14 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 8 player in New Jersey by 
Rivals.com... Participated in Army All-American Game... Three-year starter... Had more 
than 6,000 career yards passing and 60 touchdowns... As a senior, had more than 2,000 
yards passing and 20 touchdowns... Led team to 12-0 record and state championship... All- 
State as a junior. 


TOMCZYK, Greg OL 6-6,290 Long Valley, NU The Hun School 
Rivals.com ranked No. 45 prep school player nationally... All-State... Did not allow a quar- 
terback sack during his senior season... Had 24 pancake blocks... Made 57 tackles, includ- 
ing 15 tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and blocked two kicks. 


THOMPSON, Chaz DB 6-1, 195 Texas City, TX College of the Siskiyous 
Rated No. 77 junior college player nationally by Rivals.com... District Most Valuable 
Player... Two-year starter... As a sophomore, had 26 tackles, including 21 solo, five passes 
broken up and four interceptions, including one returned for touchdown... Had 32 recep- 
tions for 469 yards and two touchdowns as a freshman. 


TURENNE, Woodny DB 6-1, 190 FL Lauderdale, FL College of the Sequoias 
Rivals.com ranked No. 1 junior college player nationally... Two-time All-Valley Conference... 
Had eight interceptions and 25 passes broken up in 2006... 2006 national champion in the 
100-meter run. 


WETTERER, Mark OL 6-5,300 Cincinnati, OH Anderson 
Rated No. 56 offensive tackle nationally and No. 27 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... All- 
Conference... All-Southwest Ohio... Played offensive and defensive tackle. 


WILLIAMS, Willie LB «6-3, 225» Miami, FL West Los Angeles CC 
All-Conference despite playing in only three league games... Had more than 50 tackles and 
nine quarterback sacks... As a Miami Hurricane freshman in 2005, played in 10 games as 
backup weakside linebacker... Had 17 tackles, including two tackles for loss, and one quar- 
terback pressure... Led the team with 19 tackles on special teams... Redshirted in 2004... 
Rivals.com ranked No. 1 high school outside linebacker and No. 2 player in Florida in 2003... 
State championship game Most Valuable Player. 


A LOOK AT THE CARDINALS 


_ Results ladividual Stats Schedule 
(12-1, 6-1) qj Aug. 30 MURRAY STATE — 
W KENTUCKY 59-28 PASSING Sept. 6 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
“WwW at Temple 62-0 C Att Yards Pct TD Int 
2 B. Brohm 190 313 3049 63.6 16aet5 Sept. 15 at Kentucky 
Ww MIAMI (FL) 31-7 H. Cantwell 45 70 700 643 5 2 
W _ at Kansas State 24-6 Sept. 22 SYRACUSE 
W at Middle Tennessee 44-17 ea i 154 ‘bs of a 7 “Sept. 29 at Nu. State 
W CINCINNATI 23-17 St ale! ‘ - : 
= : _ A. Allen 96 406 42 20 13 Oct. 5 UTAH 
ENE 
W WEST VIRGINIA 44-34 Name No lg 1D Oct. 13 at Cincinnati 
L t Rut 25-28 WUrae 48 973 168 68 6 
at Rutgers iz = if x fi ‘ 
a Gana = GBamidge 31 511 165 59 4 Octs19 at Connecticut 
~ Oct. 27 PITTSBURGH 
W at PITT 48-24 
3 Tackles: N. Harris 65, W. Gay 60, M. Jackson 57 ' Nov. 8 at West Virginia ~ 
Ww uconN ey intacee ions: W. Gey 6, a Fssel 3, G ert 3 a 
Grange Bowl Tes for os Mt edleon 10, Ghene 15 Nov. 17 at South Florida 
Weave ie aves ae tale Nov. 29 RUTGERS 
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Picking the 


Sun Belt 


Plenty of Contenders Should Sprout in Sun Belt Chase 


roy, which earned the league's auto- 
Te bid to last season’s New Orleans 
Bowl, is the most logical pick to win the 
conference championship because it 
returns so much quality offensive person- 
nel as well as outstanding speed on 
defense. 

But this appears to be a wide-open 
league with as many as six or seven 
teams having the ability to emerge as 
champion. 

The Trojans return the league's Player 
of the Year in senior quarterback Omar 
Haugabook, who flourished in Troy’s new 
wide-open offense last season. 

But let’s not go handing the trophy 
to Troy just yet. 

It's just not as easy to pick this league 
as it used to be. 

After North Texas won the Sun Belt 
Conference in four consecutive seasons, 
Arkansas State ended the stranglehold in 
2005 by winning its first league title. 
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Troy and Middle Tennessee tied for the 
championship last season, with the 
Trojans getting the automatic bowl bid by 
virtue of its regular-season victory over 
the Blue Raiders. 

Troy went on to beat Rice in the New 
Orleans Bowl, while Middle Tennessee 
earned its first bowl bid, losing to Central 
Michigan in the Motor City Bowl. 

The Blue Raiders, who were picked 
sixth last season, return the bulk of their 
defense that was as good as any in the 
league. The quarterback position and 
depth are question marks, however. 

Louisiana-Lafayette was disappointing 
a year ago, but the Ragin’ Cajuns, with 
a strong running game, have the talent 
to make a run at the league champi- 
onship. 

Louisiana-Monroe returns every starter 
on offense from a team that won three of 
its final four games. The only loss was 
42-40 to a bowl-bound Kentucky Wildcat 


( Sun Belt Conference Picks ) 


team at Kentucky. 

The most intriguing team is Florida 
Atlantic, which went 5-7 last season and 
started as many as 19 sophomores. Coach 
Howard Schnellenberger appears to have 
the program on the cusp of being able 
to compete for the league title. 

Arkansas State was young last season 
and also has a chance to be in the mix. 

There is intrigue at the supposed 
bottom of the league because of two new 
coaches. 

Todd Dodge, a former Texas high school 
coach, has taken over at North Texas. The 
Mean Green returns the nucleus of its 
team, and will be test-driving Dodge's 
version of the spread offense. 

Mario Cristobal was hired at Florida 
International, which didn’t win a game 
last season. He, too, is putting in 
a spread offense and, like North Texas, 
has solid building blocks. 

— Monte Hale 
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OFFENSE - First 


Omar Haugabook 
Tyrell Fenroy 
Calvin Dawson 


WR Gary Banks 

WR LaGregory Sapp 
TE Zeek Zacharie 

C Adam Hill 

OL Jesse Newman 
OL Kyle Cunningham 
OL Matt Mandarich 
QOL Franklin Dunbar 
AP Desmond Gee 
PK Drew Edmiston 


DL Tavares Jones 
DL Erik Walden 

DL Josh Pinnick 

DL  Jervonte Jackson 
LB Koby McKinnon 
LB Maurice Holman 
LB. Boris Lee 

DB Tyrell Johnson 


Damon Nickson 
Lionell Singleton 
Khayyam Burns 
Truman Spencer 


Cole Wilson 


Team 
Sr. Troy 
Jr.) UL-Lafayette 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
dr. ~ Troy 
Jr. UL-Monroe 
Jr. UL-Monroe 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
Sr. _UL-Lafayette 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
dr. Arkansas State 
Jr. Middle Tenn. 
So. Middle Tenn. 
Jr. -UL-Lafayette 


Sr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr. Florida Atlantic 


Jr. Florida Atlantic 
Sr. Arkansas State 
Sr. _ North Texas 
So. Troy. 
Sr. Arkansas State 
Sr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr. Florida Int’! 
Sr. Arkansas State 
dr — North Texas 


QB Kinsmon Lancaster Jr.  UL-Monroe 
RB Reggie Arnold So. Arkansas State 
RB Kenny Cattouse Sr. Troy 
} WR Mykeal Terry dr. Troy 
WR Frantz Simeon dr. Florida Atlantic 
| TE Moses Hinton Jr Florida Int'l 
C Xavier Shannon Jr. Florida Int'l 
+ OL Chris Jamison So. Troy 
| OL Chris Fisher So. UL-Lafayette 
OL Jarrid Smith Sr. Florida Atlantic 
OL John Rizzo dr. Florida Atlantic 
| AP Michael Desormeauxdr.  UL-Lafayette 


Sr. UL-Monroe 


DL Jeremiah Chapman Sr. — North Texas 
DL Kenny Mainor Sr. Troy 
DL Chris Bradwell Sr. Troy 
DLE Rodney Hardeway Sr.  UL-Latfayette 
LB Brent Burkhalter Jr. UL-Lafayette 
LB Frantz Joseph dr. Florida Atlantic 
LB Marcus Richardson Sr. Troy 
DB Bradley Robinson Sr. Middle Tenn. 
DB Taheem Acevedo Sr. Florida Atlantic 
DB Aaron Weathers Sr. North Texas 
DB Leodis McKelvin Sr. Troy 
P Mike O'Neill Sr. Florida Atlantic 
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inode 2007: 
All-Sun Belt Team 


5 
Q 
Q 
ly 
nN 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


Sent. 1 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 

| Sept. 14 

Sept. 15 

Sent. 15 
Sept. 22 

«Och. 6 

Oct. 13 

Oct. 20 

Oct. 27 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 24 
Nov. 24 

- Dec. 1 


2. Damon Nickson 
3. Calvin Dawson 


6. Erik Walden 


8. Gary Banks 
9, Chris Bradwell 
10. Tyrell Johnson 


Most 
Valuable 
Player 


Omar Haugabook 
QB, Troy 


| 
| 


5 
Q 
c 
c 
3 
Q 
t 


4, Omar Haugabook Sr. 
5, Jervonte Jackson Jr. 


7. Lionel Singleton 


Best Scrambler 
Coolest in the Clutch Omar Haugabook, QB, Troy 

Toughest to Bring Down Tyrell Fenroy, RB, UL-Lafayette 

Best Hands Gary Banks, WR, Troy 

Most Dangerous Deep Threat 


Best Pass Blocker Jesse Newman, OL, UL-Lafayette 


Best Pass Rusher 


Bets Cover Corner Lionell Singleton, DB. Florida International 
Special Teams Demon 


Bowl Connection 


Troy at Arkansas 

UL-Lafayette at South Carolina 
Memphis at Arkansas State 
Oklahoma State at Troy 
Minnesota at Florida Atlantic 
UL-Monroe at Texas A&M 
Troy at UL-Lafayette 

Virginia at Middle Tennessee 
Middle Tennessee at Memphis 
North Texas at Troy 

Troy at Arkansas State 

Middle Tennessee at Troy 
UL-Monroe at UL-Lafayette 
Florida Atlantic at Florida International 
Florida Atlantic at Troy 


Champion 


New Orleans Bowl vs. C-USA 


Jr. UL-Lafayette 
Sr. Middle Tennessee 
Sr. UL-Monroe 


Rushed for almost 1,200 yards and 10 TDs last year. 

Second-team All-American kick returner; five INTs in ‘06. 

Led Sun Belt with 1,210 yards and 11 TDs in 2006. 

Troy League Player of the Year; needs to play well vs. BCS teams. 

Florida Atlantic 

Sr. Middle Tennessee 
Fla. Intemational 

Troy 


Strong, quick lineman had six tackles for losses in 2006. 
Led Blue Raiders with 11 sacks last season. 


Great speed: one of nation’s top return specialists, 


Had 68 receptions, eight touchdowns last year. 
Troy Big-time talent; needs to stay out of trouble off the field. 


Arkansas State Led ASU in tackles in 2006; three-time all-league selection. 


Offensive Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the Player of the of the 
Year Year Year 
Tyrell Fenroy Erik Walden Chris Bradwell 


RB, UL-Lafayette DL, Middle Tenn. DL, Troy 


Most Accurate Passer Omar Haugabook, QB, Troy 
Strongest Arm Corey Leonard, QB, Arkansas State 


Kinsmon Lancaster, QB, UL-Monroe 


Frantz Simeon, WR, Florida Atlantic 


Best Run Blocker Kyle Cunningham, OL, UL-Monroe 


Erik Walden, DL, Middle Tennessee 


Damon Nickson, DB, Middle Tennessee 
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INDIANS 


67 - “1, 13 years 


1B Koby McKinnon, DB Tyrell. Johnson, 
DB Khayyam sae Reggie Amold, 


ae nue 


“The ‘skill players are young, but: eve 
“shown a lot of potential in a short time. 
_ The defense is deeper than its returning 
starters due to experienced reserves and 
Finer ferupain. Homa anaes 


yir 1g so many sophomores ; at the skit” 
ms wouldn't be so scary if the ; 


starters. Injuries Heploted the defensive — 
“line last year, and the Indians still need 
ies egusan Up. rand shied 


ale Maas, DL Reggie Green, 
arrow James, LB Devrett Wade, 
Williams 


dured | some qrowing pains 
“on offense and some injury pains on 

defense last year ... and still managed 

to beat conference ‘champ Troy and finish 
_ with a winning Sun Belt record. If ASU 
can develop its talented young offensive 

- players and stay healthy on defense, it 
can contend for another conference title. 


ARKANSAS 


ts <= At ASU: 26-34, 5 years) 


STATE INDIANS 


ARKANSAS STATE 


Young Team Could Still Make Noise 


OFFENSE 


Even though Arkansas State failed to 
follow its 2005 Sun Belt championship 
with another title, the 2006 season was 
not a total failure. 

That was particularly true for an offense 
that started seven freshmen or sophomores 
for at least one game — and still led the 
conference in first downs, third-down con- 
versions and time of possession. 

The youth showed up in an inability to 
finish drives and the Indians scored only 
15.2 points per game. Now, coach Steve 
Roberts is confident that the game experi- 
ence should pay off this fall for Sun Belt 
Freshman of the Year tailback Reggie 
Arnold, quarterback Corey Leonard and 
receiver Brandon Thompkins. 

With the return of seven offensive 
starters, the Indians must find a way to 
turn their potential into production to 
have a chance at a title in 2007. With the 
return of every significant skill player, the 
pressure falls on an offensive line that 
returns only two starters. 

Matt 


Mandich, a second-team all-conference 


Beyond junior left tackle 
selection, and junior guard Matt Reibe, 
the other three spots remain wide open. 
Zach Eichenberger, Kyle Koets, Heath 
Lockley and Vincent Thrower all saw sig- 
nificant playing time as reserves last year but 


must prove themselves as full-time players. 


DEFENSE 


The Indians return seven starters from 
a defense that finished second in the Sun 
Belt in 2006, allowing 309.4 yards per 
game, and they also return two other for- 


mer starters who should boost an other- 


wise uncertain line. 

Junior end Brian Flagg started late in 
2005, but missed the entire 2006 season 
because of an injury suffered in the final 
game of ’05. 

Senior end Brandon Rollins started the 
first two games in 2006 before he suffered 
a season-ending injury. 

Combined with the return of sopho- 
more end Alex Carrington and senior tack- 
le Prince Hickman, the Indians are count- 
ing on being much better up front this year. 

The Indians return only one starting 
linebacker, senior Koby McKinnon, an 
all-conference selection. Junior Ben 
Owens steps into a starting role at middle 
linebacker, but the Indians might need 
junior college transfer Vernon Catlin and 
Charlton Hankston to come through at 
the other outside spot. 

No area of the team is stronger than 
the secondary, where all-conference sen- 
ior safeties Tyrell Johnson and Khayyam 
Burns are joined by three corners with 
starting experience — seniors Montis 
Harrison and Darren Toney and junior 
Dominique Williams. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Redshirt freshman Josh Arauco made 
12 of 16 field goal attempts on his way to 
All- 
Brandon 


honorable mention Freshman 


American honors, while 
Thompkins displayed plenty of potential 
on kick returns. 

In the punting game, the Indians need 
more distance from junior Brett Schrable, 
but he’s a capable placement punter. Punt 
returns must improve. 


— Richard Scott 
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC GWLS 


Experienced Owls Shoot for Sun Belt Championship 


OFFENSE 
Quarterback Rusty Smith, who thrived 


after being given a second chance at the 
starting role, completed 56 percent of his 
passes as a freshman last year and has the 
potential to be one of the Sun Belt’s best. 

He was the starter in the opener but 
lost his job to Sean Clayton, then finished 
the season strong when Clayton was hurt. 
Clayton, a senior, also returns. 

Junior Charles Pierre returns at tailback 
after rushing for 719 yards. With Pierre 
missing time with a hip injury, sophomore 
Willie Floyd showed in the spring he 
might be ready for bigger things, and jun- 
ior Dilvory Edgecomb is back after sitting 
out 2006 because of academic difficulties. 

Wide receiver Frantz Simeon had 
35 catches in 2006, and tight end Jason 
Harmon was No. 2 with 26. Both are juniors. 

Sophomore Lavoris Williams is being 
groomed to take over for departed Nello 
Faulk, an all-conference selection at left 
tackle. Junior Jarret McDonald looks to 
move in for the departed Antes Perkins, who 
started the final six games at right tackle. 

Among returnees are senior Jarrid 
Smith, a three-year starter, and junior 
John Rizzo at guards and junior Nick 
Paris at center. Paris is recovering from a 
broken leg and was limited in the spring. 

With its top passer, top rusher and top 
receiver returning, Florida Atlantic could 
post a significantly better mark than last 


season's anemic 15.1 points per game. 


DEFENSE 


It’s a short list of defensive starters who 
need to be replaced. 


Cornerback Rickey Bethel was the 
only senior on the youth-dominated unit 
in 2006. 

Among key returnees are senior Josh 
Pinnick at tackle, senior Cergile Sincere 
and junior Frantz Joseph at linebacker, 
and senior Kris Bartels at strong safety. 

Pinnick is the first FAU player named 
to the preliminary watch list for the 
Rotary Lombardi Award that goes to 
college football’s top lineman. He had 
a team-best five sacks in 2006 and was 
a first-team All-Sun Belt pick. 

Sincere led the Owls in tackles with 
74 a year ago, including three sacks. 
Joseph was No. 3 on the team with 
61 tackles. Bartels was the No. 2 tackler 
with 69 and also had two interceptions. 

Other returning starters on defense are 
juniors Robert St. Clair, Jervonte Jackson 
and Randy Hunter up front, junior Andre 
Clark at linebacker, and senior Taheem 
Acevedo and junior Corey Small in the 
secondary. Acevedo and Small shared the 
team lead in interceptions with four each. 

Hunter was suspended indefinitely for 


violation of team rules in the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Mike O'Neill averaged 37.2 
yards on 60 punts last season, and junior 
Warley Leroy is back after making nine of 
14 field goal attempts. 

Kris Bartels and Willie Floyd will han- 
dle kickoff returns again. Bartels averaged 
more than 21 yards per return, Floyd just 
over 18 in 2006. 

Frantz Simeon averaged over 13 yards on 
15 punt returns last year to lead the Owls. 


— Paul Borden 
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PLAYERS TO so 


RB Amod Ned, WR Ashlyn Parker, C Xavier 
Shannon, CB Robert Mitchell, CB Lionel 
Singleton, FS Jeremiah Weatherspoon 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


‘The change i in head coaches brought in 
"the 36-year-old Cristobal, who most 
"recently was an assistant at the ; 

_ University of Miami. He should bring some 
excitement and solid recruiting to FIU, 
‘which has solid building blocks on both 
lines and in the secondary. 


"POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


rebuilt, while the No. 1 concern on 

_ offense is at quarterback, where sopho- | 

~ more Paul McCall is the only candidate 

with collegiate experience, The Panthers 
also are looking for receivers. 


"QB Josh Padrick, WR Chandler Williams, 
_ TE Samuel Smith, DE Antwan Barnes, 
_ LB Keyonvis Bouie, LB Alexander Bostic 


_ The first month has games at Penn State 
_and Kansas, plus Miami and Maryland i in 
the Orange Bowl, which is serving as the 
team’s 2007 home while an on-campus 
"facility i is built. Even if they find all the 
right answers at crucial spots, like quar- 
terback and linebacker, the Panthers will 
be hard-pressed to. win more than a ‘cou 
a ef ene . 


The linebacking corps must be completely 


Two Reasons for Optimism: 


OFFENSE 


An anemic offense — 9.6 points and 
233 yards per game — contributed to 
a winless season and the firing of coach 
Don Strock. 

First-year head coach Mario Cristobal 
and new offensive coordinator James Coley 
hope to alleviate that problem by junking 
the pro-set scheme for a spread offense. 

It’s a big change, and the Panthers are 
looking for a quarterback at the same 
time, with sophomore Paul McCall the 
likely successor to four-year starter Josh 
Padrick. Though he has thrown only 
18 passes, completing seven, McCall 
solidified his position in the spring over 
redshirt freshman Wayne Younger. 

Sophomore Ashlyn Parker, who had 
23 catches in 12 starts, is the leading 
returning receiver. Jeremy Dickens had 
five starts as a true freshman, and sopho- 
more Sanchez Anderson impressed in the 
spring. 

Juniors A’mod Ned (445 yards) and 
Julian Reams (325) had six and five starts, 
respectively, last season at running back. 

With five starters returning to the line, 
anchored by Xavier 


junior center 


Shannon (the son of new University of 


Miami coach Randy Shannon), the 
Panthers look to improve on last season's 
average of 2.3 yards per rush. 

Other returning starters on the line are 
sophomores Andy Leavine and Joe 
Alajajian, junior Dustin Gibson and sen- 


ior Jeffrey Eugene. 


DEFENSE 


Linebackers Keyonvis Bouie, James 
Black and Alexander Bostic are gone. 


New Coach, Spread Offense 


Sophomores Wendy Napoleon and Scott 


Bryant are the most experienced 
returnees at linebacker. 

The top returnee on defense is senior 
cornerback Lionel Singleton, a second- 
team All-Sun Belt pick as a junior after 
tying a school record with five intercep- 
tions. Junior Robert Mitchell, who start- 
ed at right corner, and junior free safety 
Jeremiah Weatherspoon also return. 

Three starters — senior Roland Clarke 
and juniors Reginald Jones and Jarvis 
Penerton — return to the line, but the 
loss is a big one. End Antwan Barnes was 
an All-Sun Belt first-teamer. 

Junior defensive linemen Jonas 
Murrell and senior Daniel Chacreton had 
their moments in the spring, but one to 
watch in the fall is incoming freshman 
Curtis Bryant. Bryant was headed for 
North Carolina State but decided to stay 
in his hometown when the Wolfpack 


fired coach Chuck Amato. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


The kicking game needs improve- 
ment. Sophomore Dustin Rivest made 
half of his 10 field goal attempts last sea- 
son, and sophomore Chris Cook aver- 
aged just over 35 yards per punt. 

Cornerback Lionel Singleton is per- 
haps the team’s fastest player and is in line 
One of 


Singleton’s 13 kickoff returns last season 


to handle the return duties. 


was a 98-yard dash for a touchdown, 

Singleton, who also averaged 10 yards 
on 14 punt returns last season, might also 
get a look at helping out somewhere on 
offense this year. 


— Paul Borden 
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LAFAYETTE RAGIN 


RETURNING STAR TERS ‘" 
13; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATC H 


WR Derrick Smith, C Chris Fisher, OT Jesse” 
Newman, DE Rodney Hardeway, LB Brent 
Burkhalter, DB Lamar Morgan 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense should be better than last 
~ season's unit that ranked third in the 


is the best running back in the Sun Belt, 
while QB Michael Desormeaux adds anoth- 
er running threat. Games against Troy and 
Louisiana-Monroe are at home. i 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Ragin’ Cajuns have a lot of speed in 
_ the secondary, but are questionable at 
cornerback. They lost several veterans up 
front on the defensive line. The offensive 
line lost one of the best tackles i in the 
Sun Belt in Brandon ee J 7 


QB Jerry Babb, OL Brandon Cox, 
DB Michael Adams, LB Wes Simon, 
DB Johnny Felders, DL Tony Hills 


The Ragin’ Cajuns were picked to win the 
conference last season, but tied for 


fourth. They certainly have the offensive l: 


talent to make a run at a conference 
championship. Getting all the way to the 

_ top will require the defensive line and 
secondary to step up. 
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Rieke Bustle = At Louisiana-Lafayette Wiel 
and. overall: 23-25, 5 years ree a meal fy 


QB ; Michael Desormeaux, RB ‘Tyrell Ponto 


conference in total offense. Tyrell Fenroy - 


CASA ere 


IJUNS LA 


Running Game Carries Cajuns Near Top of Conference 


OFFENSE 

The Ragin’ Cajuns, the Sun Belt 
Conference’s most dangerous rushing 
team the past two years, figure to be even 
more potent this season. 

Junior tailback Tyrell Fenroy, who has 
rushed for more than 1,000 yards in each 
of the past two seasons, will be a more 
polished and tougher runner in 2007. 

Four-year starting quarterback Jerry 
Babb is gone, but junior Michael 
Desormeaux should be an excellent fit. 
He started some as a true freshman, 
adding a running threat to the position. 

Desormeaux needs to improve his 
passing, but he is an intense competitor 
who should be one of the league’s most 
exciting quarterbacks. 

The line lost outstanding tackle 
Brandon Cox, but senior Jesse Newman 
and sophomore Chris Fisher are all-con- 
ference caliber. 

Derrick Smith returns after catching a 
team-high 41 passes last season. Sophomore 
Jason Chery made 15 receptions. 

The success of the offense will hinge on 
Fenroy, who also is a pass-catching threat 
out of the backfield. But the running game, 
which averaged 188.7 yards a game last sea- 
son, will again be the team’s strength. 


DEFENSE 


The Ragin’ Cajuns, who made huge 
strides a year ago in terms of stopping the 
run — allowing just 128 yards a game — 
will be hard pressed to equal those num- 
bers in 2007. 

They lose some top-notch personnel 
up front, but return senior tackle Rodney 
Hardeway. He is a physical run stopper 


who will be looked upon as the leader of 
the defensive line. 

At linebacker, the Ragin’ Cajuns return 
junior Brent Burkhalter, who led the team 
in tackles with 61 last season. He also had 
4.5 tackles for losses and a sack. 

Junior linebacker Antwyne Zanders 
returns after ranking sixth on the team in 
tackles in 2007. He also led the Ragin’ 
Cajuns with six tackles for losses. 

UL-Lafayette was susceptible against 
the pass last season, and losing defensive 
backs Johnny Felders and Michael Adams 
wont help their cause this season. 

Senior safety Lamar Morgan is an all- 
conference candidate, and Gerren Blount 
saw a lot of action at safety last season. 

Seniors Jarrett Jones, Kyle Ward and 
Torres Kingsby, and sophomores Junior 
Jean and Calvin Moore, are candidates to 
start at corner. Senior Michael Schultz 
and junior Justin Lee will contend for 
playing time at safety. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns usually have good 
speed on defense and should again. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Drew Edmiston is the top kick- 
er in the league, earning first-team all-con- 
ference honors last season, when he missed 
just one extra point attempt and hit 11 of 
14 field goal attempts. He was seven of 
seven from 40 to 49 yards, and had a long 
of 51 yards. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns, as to be expected with 
coach Rickey Bustle’s background at Virginia 
Tech, also are the conference's best team at 
blocking kicks. A problem area could be 
punter, where a new starter must be found. 

— Monte Hale 
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LAFAYETI 


_ with RB Calvin Dawson and playmaking- 
QB Kinsmon Lancaster. Also important: 
- The entire offensive line returns intact, s 
ULM is expected to significantly i improve — 
on its 21.8-point scoring average from last 
season. The say also is gpatejancts 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS > 


The defensive line is something of aques-_ 
tion mark after the team struggled 


Clemson, at Texas A&M and at presenson KH 
Sun Belt favorite Troy. + 


The Warhawks won three of their final 
four games last season, with the only loss 
being 42-40 at Kentucky. ULM has the tak 
ent to compete for the league champi- 
onship because it figures to be one of the - 
most explosive teams in the league. With 
a little push from the defense, the 
Warhawks can reach the top. 


The Warhawks have a nice mix offensive yaly 


la 


against the run last season. The opening q : 
schedule is arduous — vs. Tulsa, at ~ = j 


DB/P Kevin Payne, DB Chaz Williams 


Familiarity On Offense Could Breed a Championship 


OFFENSE 


The Warhawks return all 11 starters 
from an offense that was balanced last 
season, averaging almost 160 yards rush- 
ing and 200 yards passing. 

Senior tailback Calvin Dawson earned 
first-team all-league honors last season 
and led the Sun Belt in rushing with 
1,210 yards. The Warhawks also have one 
of the league’s most exciting players in 
quarterback Kinsmon Lancaster. 

He threw for 1,789 yards last season 
and also rushed for 333 yards and five 
touchdowns. The 5-11 junior, who 
played as a slotback in 2005, has had 
a hard time staying healthy, which is 
a lingering concern. 

The line is led by two senior all-confer- 
ence candidates — left tackle Kyle 
Cunningham and center Adam Hill. They 
each have started 34 consecutive games. 
Additionally, junior right tackle Larry 
Shappley could earn All-Sun Belt honors. 

Wide receiver LaGregory Sapp, a jun- 
ior, caught a team-high 43 passes last sea- 
son and led the Sun Belt with 18.5 yards 
per catch. Junior tight end Zeek Zacharie 
became a valuable weapon as well, ranking 
second on the team with 30 receptions. 
Dawson also is a valuable weapon out of 
the backfield, catching 21 passes in 2006. 

If Lancaster can be more consistent 
and stay healthy, UL-Monroe could be 
the top offensive team in the Sun Belt. 
The line is experienced and the skill play- 


ers are as good as any in the league. 


DEFENSE 


The Warhawks failed to consistently stop 
the run last season, and the key to the 2007 


defense will be how the front performs. 

Sophomore end Jameson Jordan and 
junior tackle DeMarcus Carmouche gained 
valuable experience last season, but there are 
several other candidates on the line. 

Junior Travis Eickman and sophomore 
Alaric Coleman are among those compet- 
ing at end; senior Kendall Mouton is 
a 300-pounder in the middle. 

At linebacker, Cardia 
Jackson had an outstanding freshman year, 
ranking fourth on the team with 58 tackles. 


sophomore 


Sophomore Josh Thomas and senior Jeremy 
Moll should see a lot of playing time. 

Junior Chance Payne was moved from 
quarterback to linebacker in the spring. 
Seniors Matthew Freeman and big-hitter 
Ben Murphy also return. 

The secondary took a huge hit, losing 
senior safety Kevin Payne, who led the 
team in tackles. However, senior Quintez 
Secka is back at cornerback after missing 
most of the season with a hamstring 
Additionally, Josh 
Thompson and sophomore Greg James 


injury. junior 
combined for 11 interceptions. 

The secondary figures to be the 
strength of the defense, but the ques- 
tion mark will be up front and whether 
the Warhawks can consistently contain 
the run. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Cole Wilson was a second-team 
All-Sun Belt selection last season, making 
14 of 15 field goal attempts. Sophomore 
Scott Love is the only punter on the ros- 
ter, although Wilson and Ragan Walters 
could be used at the position if necessary. 

— Monte Hale 
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MIDDLE 


Time to Show That Last Season Wasn't a Fluke 


OFFENSE 

The Blue Raiders shared the Sun Belt 
title with Troy last season despite not 
being a prolific offensive team, averaging 
just 285.5 yards per game. 

Good news is that the running game 
should be as good or better this season 
with senior DeMarco McNair and soph- 
omore Phillip Tanner. 

But there is much to prove in the pass- 
ing game. Junior Joe Craddock won the 
job this spring. He lacks experience, but 
does have a strong arm and the ability to 
run. 

The offensive line is more experienced as 
starters Mark Thompson, Brandon Nix and 
Franklin Dunbar return. Junior Richard 
Bortner has a lot of experience and redshirt 
freshman Jamal Lewis had a great offseason 
in the weight room and a productive spring. 

The Blue Raiders need more consis- 
tency at wide receiver where junior 
Bobby Williams, senior Taron Henry, 
senior Jonathan Grigsby and sophomore 
Patrick Honeycutt return. 

Sophomore Desmond Gee, an all-con- 
ference all-purpose pick as a true freshman, 
will play in the backfield and at wideout. 

Tight ends Clinton Corder and 
Stephen Chicola, both seniors, are the 
best duo in the conference. 


DEFENSE 

MTSU had an outstanding defense 
last season, and the group returns a lot of 
experience. 

In fact, the defensive line is arguably the 
best in the Sun Belt, led by all-conference 
senior ends Erik Walden and Tavares Jones. 

Walden had 14.5 tackles for loss and 


11 sacks last season. Jones had 9.5 tackles 
for loss, including six sacks. 

The interior of the line also is solid with 
junior Trevor Jenkins, junior Jonathan 
Presley and senior Derek Mason, who has 
made the most improvement up front. 

Junior Lonnie Clemons and sopho- 
more Danny Carmichael have the most 
experience at linebacker, while sopho- 
more Cam Robinson will see more play- 
ing time. Senior Chance Dunleavy, who 
missed last season with a knee injury, 
missed spring practice, but the coaching 
staff is hopeful he can return in the fall. 

The Blue Raiders signed two midterm 
junior college linebackers — Ivon 
Hickmon and Andrew Harrington. 

In the secondary, senior and three-year 
starter Bradley Robinson is back at one 
corner, while junior Alex Suber, a con- 
verted tailback, saw a lot of playing time 
last season. Senior Roy Polite, also 
a starter last season, was suspended for 
the spring for a violation of team rules. At 
safety, all-conference performer Damon 
Nickson is back, along with senior Dana 
Stewart and junior Anthony Glover. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

The Blue Raiders lost Colby Smith, 
who was an all-conference punter and 
also handled the placekicking duties. 

Junior Matt King figures to be the 
starting kicker, while Richard Billings 
and David DeFatta are contending for 
the punting job. Senior safety Damon 
Nickson returned two kickoffs for touch- 
downs last season and earned some sec- 


ond-team All-American honors. 
— Monte Hale 
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TROY TROJANS TAGY FAROJANS TROY 


AT A GLANCE 


8-5 overall, 6-1 Sun Belt (Tied-1st) 


Larry Blakeney — At Troy and 
overall: 128-64-1, 16 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
14; 4 offense, 9 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Omar Haugabook, RB Kenny Cattouse, 
WR Mykeal Terry, LB Boris Lee, 
CB Leodis McKelvin, CB Elbert Mack 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


| Haugabook brings proven senior leader- 

ship and the ability to make plays with 

» his arm and legs. He will be complement- 

ed by capable skill players. The defensive 

| line and secondary is loaded with depth 

| and experience, giving the Trojans plenty 
of options. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Trojans have lots of options on the 
offensive line but only one returning 
starter, so they must work quickly to 
build the right combination. The Trojans 
must also develop depth at linebacker and 
find a punter, 


WR Smokey Hampton, WR Toris Rutledge, 
NT Franklin Lloyd, LB Ryan Babb, 
DB Brannon Condren 


The Trojans return the core of a confer- 
ence championship team and could be 
eyen better on defense after leading the 
Sun Belt in scoring defense last year. 
Omar Haugabook’s return gives the — 
Trojans a cornerstone playmaker. Even 
with a rebuilt offensive line, Troy has 
enough to repeat as champs. 


TROJANS 


TROY TROJANS TAOY TROJ 


Flying High and Ready for More 


OFFENSE 


Troy's biggest offensive question last 
year has become its best answer. 

This time last year, first-year offensive 
coordinator Tony Franklin was attempt- 
ing to mold the Trojans into a wide-open, 
multiple-formation spread team, and 
quarterback Omar Haugabook was still 
attempting to secure the starting job. 

By winning the Sun Belt, dominating 
Rice in the New Orleans Bowl, leading the 
conference in scoring and finishing 8-5 
against a schedule that included Georgia 
Tech, Florida State and Nebraska, both 
Franklin and Haugabook proved their value. 
Head coach Larry Blakeney was more than 
happy to put the offense in their hands. 

Franklin and Haugabook are back, as 
is as leading runner Kenny Cattouse and 
two of Troy’s three leading receivers in 
Gary Banks and Mykeal Terry. Now the 
concerns have shifted to an offensive line 
that returns only one starter. 

The Trojans filled three spots late in 
the spring when they moved Dion Small 
from right guard to right tackle, Chris 
Jamison from left guard to left tackle and 
Will Chambliss from left tackle to left 
guard. Still, the addition of four linemen 
in August could bring more changes. 


DEFENSE 


The defense returns 10 players with 
starting experience, including five seniors 
and four juniors. 

Senior cornerbacks Leodis McKelvin 
and Elbert Mack lead a secondary that 
should be Troy’s strongest area. With junior 
safety Sherrod Martin and senior safety 


and the addition of Florida State transfer 
Travis Ford at cornerback, the secondary is 
loaded with depth and experience. 

With so many experienced defensive 
backs available, coordinator Jeremy 
Rowell will play to that advantage by run- 
ning a nickel defense as much as possible. 

The line is another deep, talented area 
for the Trojans due to the return of six expe- 
rienced linemen, led by senior end Shawn 
Todd and senior nose tackle Marcus 
Pittman, and the addition of former Florida 
State starter Chris Bradwell at tackle. 

All that depth up front and behind 
should ease some of the concerns at line- 
backer, where the Trojans need two seniors 
with injury histories, Marcus Richardson 
and Romanique Lewis, to stay healthy. 

They expect sophomore Boris Lee to 
build on a strong freshman season that saw 
him emerge as the team’s third-leading tack- 
ler and finish with three interceptions, four 


pass breakups and a forced fumble. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game isn’t nearly as solid 
as the defense. 

Senior Greg Whibbs is solid on short 
field goals but must improve his distance 
after making six of 14 field goal attempts 
from beyond 30 yards last season. 
Whibbs is also one of three primary con- 
tenders for the punting job, along with 
senior Adrian Vera and freshman signee 
Will Goggans. 

The Trojans will continue to place 
their return bets on Leodis McKelvin, 
who has returned punts, kickoffs and 
interceptions for touchdowns. 


— Richard Scott 


Derick Pendergrass returning from injuries, 
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TECH BULLDOGS LA TECH BULLOOGS LA TECH BULLDOGS LA 


AT A GLANCE 


3-10 overall, 1-7 WAC (8th) 


Derek Dooley — At Louisiana Tech 
and overall: 1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS 


16; 6 offense, 10 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Patrick Jackson, WR Brian Jackson, 
WR Josh Wheeler, OT Tyler Miller, 
TE Dennis Morris, LB Quin Harris, 
NT Josh Muse 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


A new coaching staff brings a fresh start 
to a team in need of more mental and 
physical toughness. The offense features 
some capable skill players, and the defen- 
sive line showed some progress in the 
spring. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


_ The defense is loaded with question marks 
and is short on depth and proven play- 
makers. None of the quarterbacks has 
proven consistently productive, The 
Bulldogs need more help from their 
special teams. 


WR Johnathan Holland, WR Eric Newman, 
TE Anthony James, C Jacob Peeler, 
OG Marcus Lindsey, FS Dez Abrams 


The Bulldogs have a long way to go to 
return to the top half of the WAC stand- 
ings, but the spring brought encouraging 
signs of players buying into what the 
coaching staff is demanding. That might 
not add up in more wins right now, but 
it could lead to better things in the 

_ future. mal 3 


a a ee es 


~ LA. TECH = 


Dooley Brings Can-Do Attitude to Bulldogs 


OFFENSE 


The name “Dooley” in football circles 
doesn't bring up thoughts of finesse 
offense and feeble defense. Those con- 
cepts might have been common in recent 
years at Louisiana Tech, but they’re not 
part of anything former Georgia coach 
Vince Dooley taught his son Derek. 

As Louisiana Tech’s new head coach, 
Derek Dooley, 38, will attempt to instill his 
own version of his father’s Bulldawg tough- 
ness into a group of Bulldogs who must 
learn how to run the ball and stop the run. 

Dooley isn’t about to give up on the 
pass. There are no Herschel Walkers in 
the Tech backfield, and Tech was built to 
spread the field and pass, but Dooley 
wants better balance. 

Running back Patrick Jackson and wide 
receiver Brian Jackson stood out as two of 
Tech's best playmakers in the spring. Add 
them with the return of senior tackles Tyler 
Miller and Ryan Considine, junior guard 
David Accardo and sophomore tight end 
Dennis Morris, and the Bulldogs have 
a realistic chance to improve on last season's 
18.6 points per game. 

The key will be finding the right quar- 
terback. Senior Zac Champion is the 
most experienced, but sophomore 
Michael Mosley saw action in eight 
games last season and the job remains 
open entering the fall. 


DEFENSE 


Dooley’s demand for more toughness 
has to start with a unit that finished last 
in Division I-A in total defense. Even 
when Tech was able to put some speed on 
the field in recent years it was rarely phys- 


ical or hungry enough. 

“They really want us to swarm to the 
ball and try to make things happen,” said 
junior linebacker Quin Harris, Tech's 
leading tackler in 2006. 

“If we don’t do it, we hear about it. 
The coaches don’t want us to let up on 
any play until we're sure it’s over. They 
want us swarming the ball and trying to 
create turnovers and make sure the ball- 
carrier doesn’t pick up any extra yardage.” 

Harris is one of 10 returning defensive 
starters, but given the way the coaches 
moved players in the spring trying to find the 
right combinations, the depth chart is almost 
meaningless heading into the preseason. 

Players such as Harris, linebacker 
Marquis McBeath and senior nose tackle 
Josh Muse give the Bulldogs something to 
build on. Redshirt freshman end Randy 
Grigsby gave Tech some much-needed pass 
rush help in the spring, but the defense is 
loaded with more questions than answers. 


SPECIAL TERMS 
The Bulldogs have plenty of work to 


do to transform a mediocre kicking game. 

Danny Horwedel made eight of 12 
field goal attempts in 2006, but none was 
longer than 38 yards ... and he struggled 
throughout the spring. Kickoff specialist 
Brad Ostriecher and punter Chris Keagle 
are both back for their third season as 
starters. Keagle averaged only 38.4 yards 
per punt last year. 

On the plus side, Patrick Jackson aver- 
aged 24.2 yards per kick return and 
scored on a 100-yard return against 
Fresno State. 


— Richard Scott 


2007 WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's SPORTS ANNUALS 227] 


TECH BULLD 


Sw COUTH FLORIDA 


AT A GLANCE 
9-4 overall, 4-3 Big East (T-4th) 


Jim Leavitt — At USF and overal: 70- 6, 
10 veers 


1 


RETURNING ee site 
18; 8 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Matt Grothe, C Nick Capogna, — 

WR Taurus Johnson, WR Amarri Jackson, 
DE George Selvie, LB Ben Moffitt, 

CB Trae Williams, CB Mike Jenkins 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


when Pat Julmiste was hurt in last 


season, throwing for 279 yards ina 
late-season win at West Virginia. The 
Bulls have a strong receiving corps and 
talented corners. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
Ben Moffitt is the only returning starter 


lem there. A game at Auburn in the sec- 
ond week is both an opportunity and 
a high hurdle. Four of seven Big ee 

"games are on the Toad, tt 


} 


WR-PR Ean Randolph, TE Will Bleakley, 
LB Stephen Nicholas, LB Pat St. Louis, — 
SS Jeremy Burnett 


The Bulls will know early how they stand 


with games against Auburn, North 
Carolina and West Virginia following the 
opener against Elon. No matter what hap- 
pens in that stretch, USF is a near lock 
for its third consecutive bowl appearance 
... and watch out for the Bulls in the con- 
ference race, too. 


QB Matt Grothe took over as the starter | 


_ year’s opener and had an eye-opening 


at linebacker, and depth could bea prob- 


Getting to a Bowl is Now the Least of Teams Goals 


OFFENSE 


USF, with 18 starters returning from 
a 9-4 team that won the first bowl game 
in school history, is looking for even 
more in 2007. 

The Bulls have the firepower to get 
that done, even in a competitive Big East. 

Matt Grothe returns at quarterback 
after earning Big East Rookie of the Year 
honors, rushing for a team-best 622 yards 
and throwing for 2,576. His 3,198 yards 
of total offense were a league high. 

Grothe will have three of his top four 
targets back in the no-huddle spread 
offense — junior wide receivers Taurus 
Johnson and Marcus Edwards, and senior 
Amarri Jackson. 

Getting more out of the running game 
is a priority for new offensive coordinator 
Greg Gregory, who took over when Rod 
Smith left for West Virginia. 

Juniors Benjamin Williams (436 yards 
rushing) and Ricky Ponton (306) return at 
running back, but freshmen Mike Ford and 
Aston Samuels finished the spring strong 
and will push the returnees in the fall. 

All five starters, led by senior center 
Nick Capogna, return on the line. The 
tackles are junior Marc Dile and senior 
Walter Walker. Junior Matt Huners and 
sophomore Ryan Schmidt start at guard. 


DEFENSE 


The Bulls held opponents to less than 
300 yards a game, ranking second in the 
conference behind Rutgers. Eight starters 
return, so a repeat performance appears 
reasonable. 

The key is replacing linebackers 
Stephen Nicholas and Pat St. Louis. 


Senior linebacker Ben Moffite — the 
top tackler in 2006 — is back and 
flanked by sophomore Chris Robinson 
and junior Brouce Mompremier. 
Robinson is an effective pass rusher 
(seven sacks) and can play up front, too. 

Sophomore end George Selvie had an 
outstanding debut season, leading all 
linemen with 84 tackles, including 5.5 
sacks. Injury-plagued senior Jarriett Buie 
was a part-time starter at end last year. 

Senior Richard Clebert and sopho- 
more Aaron Harris, who played as a true 
freshman in 2006, man the interior. The 
new line coach is Dan McCarney. 

Mike Jenkins — who toyed with the 
idea of entering the NFL draft — and 
Trae Williams are outstanding at corner. 
Williams had seven interceptions in 
2006, tying a school record, and has 10 
for his career, tied for second-most in 
school history. Both are seniors. 

Juniors Carlton Williams and Danny 
Verpaele, who shared a starting spot at 
safety last season, fill out the secondary. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Bulls struggled in their kicking 
2006. 
Alvarado and Mike Benzer combined to 


game in Sophomores Delbert 
make only seven of 15 field goal attempts, 
though Alvarado kicked a 56-yarder late 
in the year against Syracuse. 
Junior Justin Teachey, who doubles as 
a kickoff specialist, averaged only 38.2 
yards on 45 punts. Taurus Johnson, who 
averaged nearly 23 yards on 14 kickoff 
returns, is back, but the Bulls need some- 
one to take over punt return duty. 
— Paul Borden 
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PASSING EFFICIENCY G CMP AT PCT INT YDS 1D RATING INTERCEPTIONS G INT YDS 1D LNG __INT/PG 
1. JaMarcus Russell, LSU 13 232 342 6784 8 3129 28 167.03 1 Ryan Smith, Florida 14 44 0 2 057 
2. Andre Woodson, Kentucky* 13 264 419 6301 7 3515 31 154.55 Ei baal te yer ke aes 3 stem 
" Erik Ainge, Tennessee” 12 233 348 66.95 9 2989 19 151.95 3 Sinety Castle Albom! nig 7 4 . 
4. Chris Leak, Florida 14 232 365 6356 13 2942 23 14494 sees Cee. a 13 6 a : . are 
5, Syvelle Newton, South Carolina 13 95 162 5864 7 1316 12 14268 Sane = 1) iB H a nee 
6. Brandon Cox, Auburn* 13 163 271 6015 9 2198 14 138.68 ined a eon, nin 13 : ss : a ner 
7. John Parker Wilson, Alabamo* 13. 216 379 5699 10 2707 17 12651 pipe re ate n 4 a 
8. Chris Nickson, Vanderbilt 12 160 292 5479 13 2085 15 122.82 oi Crue Set gpa tate" = 4 Fe ; -y Hes 
9. Mitch Mustain, Arkansas 12 69 132 5227 9 89% 10 120.53 ts oe aft 1 2 4 031 
10. Matthew Stafford, Georgia* 13 135 256 5273 13 1749 7 108.99 jonathan Zenon, 13 8 : 
RUSHING G Att NET 1D AVG ~—_—YDS/G. SCORING G 1D XP 2XxP_ FG PTS _PTS/G 
1, Darren McFadden, Arkansas* 14 284 1647 14 58 117.64 1. James Wilhoit, Tennessee 13 0 42 0 18 % 7.4 
2. Felix Jones, Arkansas* 14 154 1168 6 76 83.43 2. John Vaughn, ‘Auburn 13 0 34 20 0 94 7.2 
3. BenJarvus Green-Ellis, Ole Miss" 12 234 1000 7 43 83.33 3. Darren McFadden, Arkansas" 1a! 4" 0 nm 98 7.0 
4, Kenny Irons, Auburn i 198 893 4 45 81.18 4. Ryan Succop, South Carolina’ 13 0 37 16 0 85 6.5 
5. Cory Boyd, South Carolina® 12 164 823 8 42 68.58 5, Lones Seiber, Kentucky" fi’ SOF tsg- ee ce 66 6.0 
6. Ken Darby, Alabama 13 210 835 0 40 64.23 5. Keenan Burton, Kentucky* 13. ss 0 oe ag 78 60 
7. laMorcus Coker, Tennessee’ ih 108 6% 5 6.4 63.27 7. Colt David, LSU 13 0 50 8 0 74 57 
8. Kregg Lumpkin, comae 13 162 798 6 49 61.38 S Daina Rove LSU" 1K ae 0 0 0 72 55 
9. Chris Nickson, Vanderbilt* 12 146 694 9 48 57.83 s, Arkansas* IZ Or) le & *o 64 53 
10. Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State* 12 169 668 9 40 55.67 ie reise nt Ole Miss* 12 0 20 14 0 62 5.2 
TOTAL OFFENSE GRUSH NET PASS TOTYDS/G  PUNTING G NO YDS LNG AVG RECEIVING G REC YDS 1D YDS/G 
“T, Andre Woodson, Kentucky” 13-137 3515 489 3378 259.8  1.KodyBliss Aubun +19. 47 2149.71 457 1, Robert Meachem, Tennessee ~—~C*SSSC7’~C*d‘298CdSCS*C«*a i 
2. JaMarcus Russell, ISU 13 142 3129 394 3271 251.6 2. Britton Colquitt, Tennessee” «12S 46. «206663449 2. Earl Bennett, Vanderbil* 12 82 114 6 955 
3. Erik Ainge, Tennessee’ 12 -102 2989 374 2887 240.6 5 Eric Wilbur, Florida 13 53 2244 64 423 3. DJ. Hall, Aloboma* 12 62 1055 5 880 
4. Chris Nickson, Vanderbil® 12 694 2085 438 2779 231.6 4. Gordon Ely-Kelso, Georgia 13 51 2007 +55 39.4 4. Sidney Rice, South Carolina 13 72 1090 10 838 
5, John P. Wilson, Alabama’ 13 83 2707 461 2790 2146 5. Lahde Kentucky* 13 50 1959 60 39.2 5. Keenan Burton, Kentucky* 13 77 1036 12 79.7 
s Gris lok, comer 14 30 2942 442 2972 212.3 6. Rob Park, Ole Miss* 12 58 2256 57 38.9 6.DwoyneBowe SU 13. 65 990 1276.2 
13-177 2198 322 2021 155.5 7. Blake McAdams, Miss. State’ 12 68 2598 59 38.2 7. Tony Burks, Mississippi State 12 35 850 5 708 
8. 4 Moahon Sealed Ge Georgio 13 191 1749 303 1940 149.2 8. PL. Fitzgerald, Alabama’ 13 57 2176 55 382 8. Craig Davis, LSU 12 56 836 4 (69.7 
9. So lon Ole Mis” 12. 101 1442 398 1543 1286 9. Jacob Skinner, Arkansas 14 61 2327 50 38.1 Fei a ee , 4 0 962 M1 7 
10. Syrelle Newton, So. Corolina 13 330 1316 248 1646 126.6 10. Brett Upson, Vanderbilt” 12 52 1945 69 37.4 ‘10. Kenny McKinley, ina’ 13 St 880 5 677 
“Indicates returning player 
TEAM STATISTICS 

TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE G_PLAYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G _ KICKOFF RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 
T, ISU 13 818 5427 66.55 4175 “1.190 13 764 3156 41 18 2428 1. Avbum 13 36 4 0 25; 
2. Florida 14 875 5545 63 53 3961 2. Florida 14 828 3576 43 18 255.4 2. Arkansas Jha 287° HORI | ear” pane 
3. South Carolina 13.» 803-5135 «6.4 43 395.0 3. Georgia 13 775 3357 43 26 258.2 3. Kentucky 19° 43) “1033 ) eat 
4, Arkansas 14 B41. 5292 6.3 49 378.0 ~— 4. Auburn 13. 773 3801 49 21 292.4 4, Ole Miss 12) a3) 976, “Or 5227 
5. Kentucky 13 847 4879 5.8 43 375.3 5, Alaboma 13 740 3870 5.2 27 2977 5, Georgia 13) 4 868: GaN” 5292 
6, Tennessee 13 797 4842 61 41 3725 — 6. Arkansas 14 894 4195 47 30 299.6 6. Mississippi State 12° 3% 801 .m 4205 
7. Vanderbilt 12 722 4212 58 34 351.0 7. Mississippi State 12 713 3856 54 34 321.3 7. LSU 13 1% «SBA oT 902 
8. Alabama 13 848 4367 5.1 28 335.9 8, Tennessee 13 800 4258 53 28 3275 8. South Carolina 13% 88) 725. one 7199 
9. Auburn 13 752 4172 55 35 3209 9. South Carolina 13 782 4379 56 27 3368 9. Alabama 1h ee OF a Be Ep 
10. Georgia 13 768 4053 53 33 311.8 — 10, Vanderbilt 12 746 4232 57 33 3527 10. Vanderbilt 12t A Fe 79 
11. Mississippi State 12-754 «3442 «4.6 24 «286.8 ~—*11. Olle Miss 12 799 4247 5.3 32 353.9 11. Florida 4 2% 455 O 175 
12. Ole Miss 12 702 3138 45 20 261.5 12. Kentucky 13 882 5894 67 48 453.4 12. Tennessee 1 a7 Se TO AEA 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXP FG S PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G 1D XP 2XPDXPFG $ PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 
Tu 0.3599 570 0 90 48 o37 Ii 13 2018 0 0 8 1 164 126 —1.Kentucy i ae eee! 
2. Florida 1457 50 1 0 62 416 297 2. Florida 14 23:19 0 O 10 1 189 135 2. Georgia 13s “Sai ‘S05 gh GAO 
3. Arkansas 1455 50 1 0 6 2 d0d 289 3. Auburn 13 22 19 0 O 100 181 139 3. Mississippi State 12) 42%, 9554 Wie wad 
4, Tennessee 13 44 42 0 0 18 1 362 278 4, Georgia 1328 24 1 O 11 1 229 176 4. Tennessee 13) 21, 92390) a 
5. Kentucky 1345 42 0 O 11 1 347 267 5, Arkansas 14 32 28 0 O 12 0 256 183 5. Ole Miss 12) | S20, ad 
6. South Carolina 13 43 40 0 0 16 0 346 266 6, South Carolina 13 29 27 1 O 12 2 243 187 6. Florida 14 «494991022 
7. Georgia 13 40 33 2 0 16 1 327 252 7. Alabama 13 30 27 2 0 13 0 250 192 7. Alabama 13) Be 308) ok oF 
8. Auburn 13 37 34 2 0 201 322 248 8, Tennessee 1331 27 1 0 13 0 254 19.5 8. LSU 13 7 Blle OGM BY Nes 
9. Alobama 13 34 29 0 0 21 1 298 229 9. Ole Miss 12 33 30 1 O 15 0 275 229 9. South Carolina ae US Nae Ot Vr 
10. Vonderbilt 12 35 27 0 0 9 0 264 220 10, Vanderbilt 12 34 28 2 0 16 0 284 237 10. Arkansas 14 033 930 TO 7B 
11. Mississippi Stole 12 29 27 1 0 6 0 221 184 11. Mississippi Stole 12 39 33 0 0 14 0 309 258 11. Aubum 13) #28) Usa Ti uss 
12. Ole Miss 12 21 20 0 O 140 188 157 — 12.Kentucky 13 50 40 1 0 9 0 369 284 — 12 Vonderbilt 1” 22 ed az 
RUSHING OFFENSE _G ATT NET AVG TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G ATT NET AVG 1D YDS/G __ NETPUNTING G NO YDS AVG TB RET YDS AVG NET AVG 
“T.Arkansas—=~*«<“‘i*S:SC*OSC~C«*O~SCS~C«CBSC*<“‘“‘d(‘<*SWONI =~‘ AS«a7O0~0IS.~Sa7SCBSSC*~«SSSS Abus 13 47 2149 457 8 18177 98 385 
2. LSU 13. 450 2155 48 25 1658 2. ISU 13. 400 1262 32 7 71 2. Florida 14 55 2244 408 5 19 71 37 377 
3. Florida 14 476 2240 47 24 1600 3. Georgia 13 433 1407 32 15 108.2 5 Totinessas 13 47 2102 44.7 4 24254106 376 
4, Vanderbilt 12 385 1795 47 18 149.6 4. Arkansas 14 461 1604 35 10 1146 4, South Carolina 13 30 1267 42.2 0 14 18713.6 36.0 
5, Auburn 13 470 1927. 4.) 21 148.2 5. Mississippi Stote 12 404 1385 34 16 1154 5 Alabina 13 57 2176 38.2 1 26190 73 345 
6. South Carolina 13 414 1876 «8445 19 144.3 6. Auburn 13 434 1615 37 8 1242 6. Kentucky 13 56 2104 37.46 0 22 80 3.6 344 
7. Georgia 13 426 1656 3.9 21 1274 7. Alabama 13 409 1620 40 12 124.6 7. Ole Miss 12 59 2275 38.6 2 32216 37 342 
8. Ole Miss 12 422 1505 36 11 125.4 8. Tennessee 13 469 1907 4.1 12 146.7 8 Vanderbilt 12 54 1945 360 2 16 95 59 335 
9. Alaboma 13 455 1600 35 10 1231 9. South Carolina 13 469 1909 41 14 1468 9. Georgia 13 53 2009 37.9 3 2018 93 333 
10. Tennessee 13 382 1404 37 17 1080 10. Vanderbilt 12 453 1872 41 15 156.0 10. LSU 13 39 1584 40.6 7 14159114 329 
11. Kentucky 13° 411) «12820 «(3.112 98.6 11. Ole Miss 12 459 1907 42 14 158.9 11, Arkansas 14 63 2327 36.9 6 19156 8.2 326 
12. Mississippi Stote 12 394 1142 29 14 952 12. Kentucky 13 476 2398 5.0 24 184.5 12. Mississippi State 12 68 2598 38.2 1 43422 9.8 31.7 
PASSING OFFENSE _G ATT CMPINT PCT YDS TDYDS/G _ PASSING DEFENSE G ATTCMPINT PCT YDSAVGTDYDS/G TURNOVERS 8 +FUM+INT +TOT -FUM-INT-TOT MAR 
“TKentucky ‘13 436.273 76263597 31 2767 —1.1SU Ta 364 172 16 47.3 1894 5.211 1457 Kent 13 14 32 10 717 +15 
2. Tennessee 13 415 265 1163.9 3438 24 264.5 2. Georgia 13 342 182 19 53.21950 5.711 150.0 2 Aloboma 4 16 27 10 7 
3. LSU 13 368 245 966.6 32730 251.7 3. Auburn 13 339 185 10 5462186 6413 1682 3, Aubum 13 15 10 25 10 10 20 45 
4. South Carolina «13. 389 243:13. 62.5 3259 24 250.7 —4. Alabama 13 331 184 16 5562250 6815 1731 4. Florida 14 8 2 2 410 14 45 
5. Florida 14 399 255 14 63.9 3305 29 236.1 5. Tennessee 13 331 190 16 57.42351 7.116 1808 — 5, Tennessee 13 4 16 2 9 9120) 40 
6. Alabama 13 393 224 10 57.0 2767 18 212.8 6. Florida 14 458 244 21 53.3 2561 5610 182.9 5, SU 13 5 16 21 Sipe 40 
7. Vanderbilt 12 337 187 1455.5 2417 16 201.4 —7. Arkansas 14 433 215 16 49.7 2591 6.020 185.1 7, Georgia 13 11 19 30 Teetsesy -1 
8. Mississippi State 12 360 171 16 47.5 2300 10 191.7 8. SouthCarolina 13 313 170 14 5432470 7.913 190.0 8 SouhCorolinad 13 7 14 2 10 1323 2 
9. Georgia 13 342 184 165382397 12 1844 9. Ole Miss 12 340 203 3 59.72340 6918 195.0 9. Vanderbilt 12 12 14 26 Wade -2 
10. Auburn 13 282 171 1060.6 2245 14 1727 10. Vanderbilt 12 293 176 14 60.1 2360 8.118 1987  10.OleMiss 122 10 3 13 Bremiomig <3 
11. Arkansas 14 302 154 1851.0 2093 23 149.5 11. Mississippi Stole 12 309 179 12 57.92471 8.018 2059 11. Arkansas 4 5 16 2 7 1825 4 
12. Ole Miss 12.280 134 1047.9 1633 9 1361 — 12. Kentucky 13 406 235 14 57.9 3496 8.624 268.9 12 MississippiStole 12 8 12 20 9 16 25 -5 
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5 YEARS AGO: 2002 \ 


The Dawgs and Hogs won their division championships 
in very different fashions — Georgia controlling the race in the 
powerful Eastern Division, while Arkansas scratched its way back 
in the mediocre West (where top team Alabama was on proba- 
tion). But both champions needed miracle finishes to pull out 
their clinching victories: David Greene’s fourth-and-19 touch- 
down pass to Michael Johnson with 1:25 remaining lifted Georgia 
over Auburn, 24-21, and Arkansas needed Matt Jones to find 
DeCori Birmingham for a 31-yard score with nine seconds left to 
overcome LSU, 21-20. 

SEC Champion: Georgia (13-1, 7-1) beat Arkansas (9-5, 5-3), 30-3 

© SEC Player of the Year: David Pollack, DE, Georgia 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Carson Palmer, QB, Southern California 

¢ National Champion: Ohio State (14-0) shocked top-ranked Miami in 
the Fiesta Bowl 31-24 in double-overtime after getting a controversial 
pass interference penalty to go its way at the end of the first 
overtime. 


10 YEARS AGO; 1997 


When Florida handled Tennessee on Sept. 20, it looked 
like the defending national champion was on its way to its sixth 
consecutive division title and fifth straight SEC crown ... until 
things went awry for coach Steve Spurrier and his Gators. Florida 
was shocked by LSU and Georgia, while the Vols just kept getting 
better and captured the East. Led by QB Peyton Manning, 
Tennessee then used a memorable comeback against Auburn to 
capture the SEC title, overcoming a 20-7 first-half deficit to win 
30-29. 

¢ SEC Champion: Tennessee (11-2, 7-1) 

¢ SEC Player of the Year: Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Michigan CB-WR-RS Charles Woodson became the 
first predominantly defensive player to win the award, edging 
Manning in one of the closest and most surprising votes ever. 

* National Champion: Michigan (12-0, AP poll) beat Washington State 
in the Rose Bowl, 21-16; Nebraska (13-0, coaches poll) beat 
Tennessee in the Orange, 42-17. 


IS YERRS AGO: 1992 s 


The Crimson Tide of coach Gene Stallings had been 
wholly overlooked all season in favor of 1991 national co-cham- 
pions Washington and Miami. But all Alabama did was win. And 
once the Tide got the chance to face Florida in the first SEC cham- 
pionship game, they didn’t miss a trick. And they were even bet- 
ter in the national championship showdown with No. 1 Miami in 
the Sugar Bowl. Alabama did it mostly with defense, with book- 
end defensive ends John Copeland and Eric Curry, and a second- 
ary stocked with stars like Antonio Langham, Sam Shade and 
George Teague. . 

¢ SEC Champion: Alabama (13-0, 8-0) 
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¢ SEC Player of the Year: Garrison Hearst, RB, Georgia 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Gino Torretta, QB, Miami 

* National Champion: Alabama won its seventh official national title 
by thrashing the heavily favored Hurricanes 34-13, hammering their 
Heisman Trophy winner and snapping their 29-game winning streak. 


20 YERFS AGO; 1987 \ 


Auburn charged to the first of back-to-back SEC cham- 
pionships (making it three in a six-year period), with a sensa- 
tional defense leading the way. Unbeaten in the SEC, the Tigers 
shut out Alabama, with All-Americans Aundray Bruce and Tracy 
Rocker at the forefront. 

¢ SEC Champion: Auburn (9-1-2, 5-0-1) 

SEC Player of the Year: Wendell Davis, WR, LSU 

Heisman Trophy: Tim Brown, WR-RS, Notre Dame. The top SEC 
finisher was Florida freshman RB Emmitt Smith, ninth. 

© National Champion: No. 2 Miami (12-0) beat No. 1 Oklahoma in the 
winner-take-all Orange Bowl, 20-14. 


25 YEARS AGO: i982 


The Georgia Bulldogs had everything in ’82, and 
appeared on their way to their second national championship in 
three years. Just as in 1980, Vince Dooley’s squad was led by the 
great Herschel Walker. Georgia took over the top spot of the polls 
in the first week of November, and swept through the rest of the 
regular season. This time, however, the Sugar Bowl showdown 
went the wrong way. 

¢ SEC Champion: Georgia (11-1, 6-0) 

© SEC Player of the Year: Hershel Walker, RB, Georgia 

¢ Heisman Trophy: In a two-man race, Walker pulled away from 
Stanford QB John Elway to capture the SEC's first Heisman since 
Auburn's Pat Sullivan in 1971. 

¢ National Champion: No. 2 Penn State upended top-ranked Georgia, 
27-23, in the Sugar Bowl. 


30 YEARS AGO: 1977 \ 


In the second game of the season, Nebraska bumped off 
Alabama, which eventually cost the Tide the national title. It was 
a bitter defeat for Alabama, which would then rattle off 11 con- 
secutive victories and thrash Ohio State in the Sugar Bowl — a 
long-awaited Bear Bryant vs. Woody Hayes matchup. The Tide 
won, 35-6, leaving Hayes to say, “If Alabama isn’t No. 1, then 
nobody ever has been” ... except that Notre Dame got the votes. 

¢ SEC Champion: Alabama (12-1, 7-0) 

¢ SEC Player of the Year: Charles Alexander, RB, LSU 

¢ Heisman Trophy: Earl Campbell, RB, Texas 

¢ National Champion: In a wild finish to the season, No. 5 Notre Dame 
(11-1) beat No. 1 Texas in the Cotton Bowl, and No. 2 Oklahoma and 
No. 4 Michigan also lost ... and the Irish got the votes over No. 3 
Alabama. 
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MOST VALUABLE PAINTS 


1 since 1806 

a/spar. 

Makers of fine interior & exterior paints, primers, stains, 
clears & cleaners for almost 200 years 


Clean Up Your Painting 
Messes With 


GOOr : 


"Make it look like you 
were never there'"™ 


For more information 
on Valspar products 
call 800.845.9061 
or visit us on the web 
www.valspar.com 


the Coke side of life 


